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Hello from the EBKA President
I am honoured and moved to have been elected as
your EBKA President at the 2020 AGM and I should
like to say hello to those that may not know me.
The role of President is an Honorary one with no
particular responsibilities, other than the pleasure of
handing out awards and trophies. The nomination
is made by the Trustees for someone who has shown sustained
commitment to EBKA. Incidentally, I remember once putting
someone forward for President and was told ‘No, he’s not yet old
enough’ ! !
As David (my husband) and myself intend to scale back on our
beekeeping activities over the next 18 months, it is especially
warming to be made President.
In the early nineties, when I was the County Secretary, Ted Hooper
was the President - what a pleasure to know such a gentleman.
Since that time, I have over the decades served on the CEC (Central
Executive Committee) in many different roles and have enjoyed
them all, without exception. I have met some lovely people and
made some good and lasting friendships.
I believe that our organisation is possibly the strongest that it has
ever been. We have well informed Trustees led by a strong Chair,
the Divisions are all working hard to support their members and
promoting the ethos of EBKA. Like any organisation we might have
the occasional differences of opinion, but we soon overcome such
things because we remind ourselves that our overriding interest is
our bees and we are all beekeepers.
We are fortunate to have within our organisation many people with
awesome life skills. I have seen these skills used for the benefit of
the association and individual members, resulting in us becoming
a progressive and well-informed body which will enable us to face
future challenges.
Jean Smye, HCLM President
EBKA
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Divisional meetings around the County
Please note that all of these
meetings are subject to
Government COVID-19 rules
that may be in place. Please
check with the Division, too,
to ensure that the event is
running.
Meetings in June 2020

04

14

Meeting cancelled, Romford
Division

119:30 – 21:30 - Pam
Hunter ‘Non-standard
Medications for the Control
of Bee Problems’, Southend
Division
Address: WI Hall, Bellingham
Lane, Rayleigh, SS6 7ED

27

20:00 - 22:00 - Cleaning
Bees from Supers, Honey
Extraction & Comb Storage
- Ted Gradosielski, Harlow
Division
Address: Kings Church. Red
Willow, Harlow, CM19 5PA

04

24

14:30 – 16:30 - Apiary
Meeting, Saffron Walden
Division
Address: Stocking Green,
Saffron Walden

28

15:00 - Apiary meeting,
Braintree Division
(Telephone John le Seve
07504-714134)
Address: The Rectory,
Wickham Bishops

14:30 - 16:30 - Garden
Party to celebrate Bees
Abroad 21st Anniversary,
Saffron Walden Division
Address: Sewards End, CB10
2LF
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19:30 – 20:30 - TBA,
Chelmsford Division
Address: tbc
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Essex Beekeepers’ Association
Minutes of the 140th Annual General
meeting held on Saturday 7 March 2020
at Writtle College, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3RP
These minutes will be considered correct if no objection is raised in writing
or by email before Saturday 31st May 2020.
Any point challenged will be brought before the next meeting for
amendment/correction of the record.

Presiding Officer: Richard Ridler (Saffron Walden Division)
Also present: As Attendance List.
A period of silence was observed to remember our fellow
beekeepers who had died during the past year.
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies from absence were received from: Katy Langley,
Salma Attan, Ted Gradosielski (Epping); Jane Abbott, Jeff Spavin
(Southend); Sue Richards, Arthur Huggins (Romford); Linda Yeats,
Tony Yeats (Saffron Walden); Antony Stark (Braintree); Barbara
Sharpe (Colchester); Steven Fairchild, Brian Spencer (Chelmsford).
2. Minutes of Last Meeting
The Minutes of the 139th AGM had been published in The Essex
Beekeeper for review by members. No challenges to the accuracy
had been received so the Minutes were signed by the Presiding
Officer as a true record.
3. Report of the Chair of the Central Executive Committee (CEC)
The CEC Chair (Jane Ridler) had published her report for members
in the March issue of The Essex Beekeeper. An appropriately
modified version will be submitted to the Charity Commission. It
had been a year of pleasing progress at the CEC and she thanked
EBKA
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the many people who had contributed. Highlights of the year
included:
• introduction of the eR2 system and its use for membership
renewals;
• the move to electronic distribution of The Essex Beekeeper,
giving divisions the option to print out the magazine for members
if they prefer. Up-to-date news bulletins as email shots are planned
this year.
• good progress on Governance - seven established Policies
are available, which are on a cycle of review. The implications of
change of EBKA status to a CIO would be addressed in due course.
The Chair thanked those retiring from their roles with EBKA: Ann
Cushion and Michael Elliot for their work on The Essex Beekeeper;
Vernon Amor, Trustee for Southend; Pauline Tidmas, Honey Show
Secretary; and Paras Shah, General Treasurer. She also warmly
thanked Pat Allen, who is retiring as President. Pat has held many
roles within EBKA and has now offered to become our General
Treasurer. Jean Smye has also fulfilled many roles within the
CEC and contributed to EBKA over the years. She would be well
qualified to be a new President.
Given that one key aim of EBKA is to further the craft of beekeeping,
the Chair said it was disappointing that we have no Education
Secretary. She encouraged interested members to get together to
support Education within the County. The annual Eastern Region
Forum is a recommended learning resource and she will inform
members when she has a date for the event.
4. General Treasurer’s Report & Approval of the 2019 Accounts
The General Treasurer (Paras Shah) offered to send his report to
Members. The approved accounts were displayed in Powerpoint.
Any questions about the accounts can be addressed to him.
The overall income of EBKA last year was about £35,691 (Group
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£109,037). By ceasing to print the magazine, we will save approx
£4,000 going forward. Given the income of the Association, the
Treasurer encouraged members to suggest ways of applying these
funds to beekeeping.
EBKA benefits from Gift Aid. Members who are tax-paying citizens
should select Gift Aid as this does not have any impact to the
member but the charity receives 20p for every 80p received from
HMRC.
The accounts were approved: For: 49; Abst: 2; Against: 0
Proposed: Carlie Mayes
Seconded: Ian Nichols
5. Written Reports of other members of the CEC
Reports available on the EBKA website.
The General Secretary (Tony Rand) summarised his roles as
having a key responsibility for documentation, and ensuring
compliance with established Association Rules and Regulations
as well as with Charity Law. This year his primary focus has been
converting EBKA to a CIO (more details in point 12).
The Examinations Secretary (Steph Green) encouraged members
to take practical and theory exams to improve their beekeeping.
The setting up of study groups for module examinations is under
discussion.
Reports by the Governance Subcommittee Chair and Bee Health
Secretaries were available on the website.
The Honey Show Secretary (Pauline Tidmas) reported that the
County Show would take place at the Orsett Show on Saturday 5
September. She said Michael Webb would be taking over her role
as Honey Show Secretary.
The ADM representative (Richard Ridler) was asked if there was
to be a replacement for the BBKA Yearbook. He explained that
equivalent information is available from eR2 at the request of
EBKA
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individuals, however some officers may choose to exclude their
contact details.
6. Election of County Officers (Trustees): CEC Chair, General
Secretary and General Treasurer
CEC Chair: Jane Ridler was willing to continue and was reelected: For: 49, Abst: 2; Against: 0
Proposed: Nick Holmes
Seconded: Paul Abbott
General Secretary: Tony Rand was willing to continue and was reelected: For: 50; Abst: 1; Against: 0
Proposed: Jean Smye
Seconded: Carlie Mayes
General Treasurer: Pat Allen was nominated and elected: For: 50;
Abst: 0; Against: 1
Proposed: Jim McNeill
Seconded: Jane Ridler
7. Notification of 2020 Divisional Voting Members and 2020
Residing Officer
Braintree
Chelmsford
Colchester
DH & Maldon
Epping Forest
Harlow
Romford
Saffron Walden
Southend

Bridget Mudd
Jan Tutton
Tony Rand
Glenn Mayes
Don McHale
Nick Holmes
Jim McNeill
Vanessa Wilkinson
Chris Allen

The 2021 Presiding Officer will be Jan Tutton, Chelmsford Division.
8. Election of 2020 of County (non Trustee) Appointees
a.
President: Jean Smye was proposed and elected: For: 46;
Abst: 2; Against: 3
7
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Proposed: Pat Allen
Seconded: Jim McNeill
b.
Editor (The Essex Beekeeper): Robert Silver was re-elected
nem con
Proposed: Carlie Mayes
Seconded: Pauline Tidmas
c.
BBKA Delegate: Richard Ridler was re-elected. For: 50;
Abst: 1; Against: 0
Proposed: Jim McNeill
Seconded: Steph Green
d.

Education Secretary: no nominations

e.
con

Examinations Secretary: Steph Green was re-elected nem

f.

NHS Delegate: Jim McNeill was re-elected nem con
Proposed: Pauline Tidmas
Seconded: Jane Ridler

Proposed: Carlie Mayes
Seconded: Pauline Tidmas

g.
EBKA Show Secretary: Michael Webb was proposed and
elected. For: 50; Abst: 1; Against: 0
Proposed: Nick Holmes
Seconded: Steph Green
h.
Bee Health Secretaries: Katy Langley and Salma Attan
were re-elected nem con
Proposed: Bridget Mudd
Seconded: Jane Ridler
9. Notification of CEC Appointees and Co-opted Members
Membership Secretary
Chair of Governance Sub-Committee
Minutes Secretary
Book of Commemoration Secretary
EBKA

No candidate
Ted Gradosielski
Vanessa Wilkinson
Penny Learmonth
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Webmaster
Advertising Secretary
eR2 Manager

Nick Holmes
Robert Silver
Garth Milford

10. Notification of Honorary County Life Member: Clive de Bruyn
JR announced that Clive de Bruyn would become an Honorary
County Life Member in recognition of the enormous contribution
that he had made to beekeeping nationally, internationally and
to Essex. Clive said he was honoured to be elected. He reflected
on taking over as County Beekeeping Inspector (CBI) from his
predecessor Ted Hooper.
11. Confirmation of Accounts Examiner
Appointment of an accounts examiner for the forthcoming year
was left to the discretion of Pat Allen as incoming treasurer.
12. Propositions
a. That the General Secretary, on behalf of the trustees
and following consultation with the membership, prepare
and submit a Constitution to the Charity Commission with
the objective of changing the status of EBKA to a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (CIO).
The General Secretary had prepared a document, CIO Key Points,
for the meeting (available on the EBKA website). He briefly
summarised the advantages of changing the status of EBKA
to a CIO, the process of conversion, and preparation of a new
Constitution. He explained that John Rhodes, Saffron Walden
Division, who is a legal expert in charitable trusts, had given
advice. There are practical changes that need to be made before
conversion, e.g. relating to bank accounts, and a new set of Rules
will be required to define in detail how the Constitution is to be
implemented.
In answer to a question about how the membership would
be kept informed, the General Secretary said that updated
information would be available on the website. Any questions
9
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about the CIO could be directed to him by email.
Proposed Paras Shah, seconded Don McHale. For: 50; Abst: 1;
Against: 0
b. That authority to set membership subscription rates be
vested in the CEC and the letters ‘CEC’ should replace the words
‘Annual General Meeting’ in Rule 4 Conditions of Membership of
the Rules.
Paras Shah, as General Treasurer, explained the advantage of
the proposition. It would mean that trustees of the CEC could
make immediate decisions about membership fees depending on
current financial conditions, rather than having to wait 12 months
for approval. Michael Webb had reservations about the proposal:
he was in favour of the CEC recommending subscription rates
but with ratification by the membership at the AGM. In this way
the membership retained the fundamental decision. However,
Jan Tutton pointed out that increasing the lag time of financial
decisions was undesirable, and Carlie Mayes said that divisions
should be able to trust their trustees to vote appropriately at CEC
meetings on this matter.
Proposed Carlie Mayes, seconded Pauline Tidmas. For: 46;
Abstention: 1; Against: 4.
13. EBKA Conference 2019 - given by Vanessa Wilkinson
• This was hosted by Saffron Walden Division on the theme of
The Changing Face of Beekeeping.
• The venue was Felsted School. Tickets sold out and about 140
attended.
• Speakers included Will Messenger, on aspects of the history of
beekeeping; Dr Jonas Geldman, Cambridge University, whose
research includes threats to biodiversity of beekeeping in
national protected areas; Prof. Steven Martin, an expert on varroa
mite resistance; and Ged Marshall on his year as bee farmer
EBKA
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• The conference made a profit of around £300 and, in addition,
the division donated the raffle prize money of about £500 to the
charity Bees Abroad.
14. EBKA Conference 2020 - given by Jan Tutton on behalf of
Brian Spencer
• This will be hosted by Chelmsford Division with the theme 2020
Vision.
• It will take place on 31 October 2020 at New Hall, Boreham, with
its scenic grounds and interesting historical connections.
• The day will be arranged with three speakers in the morning
and a choice of seven workshops in the afternoon. Full details are
available on Chelmsford Beekeepers website.
• The cost will be £25, and tickets can now be purchased online
via the divisional website.
15. Installation of the 2020 Presiding Officer
Jan Tutton, Trustee for Chelmsford, will be Presiding Officer for
2020.
Jan read from the Book of Commemoration.
The AGM was formally closed
This concluded the AGM business
Presentation of Awards
BBKA certificates were given out by the retiring EBKA President,
Pat Allen, for those members who were successful in the BBKA
Module examinations. Recipients were: Maria Little, Geoff Rusby,
Linda Yeats and Tony Yeats. Both Maria Little and Linda Yeats
received a Ted Hooper Award for obtaining a distinction in their
respective modules. (Certificates for absentees were collected by
an attendee from their division).
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Pat Allen, as retiring President, passed on the EBKA Chain Office
to our new President, Jean Smye.
Break for refreshments kindly provided by Chelmsford Division.

Pat Allen retiring as
President after 5 years
in the post.

Clive de Bruyn accepting
Honorary County Life
membership

AGM Talk

Following the AGM there was an excellent presentation by
Abigail Lowe from the National Botanic Garden of Wales and the
University of Bangor on The Identification of Floral Resources Use
by Honeybees.
Abigail highlighted the factors causing the decline of pollinators
in the UK and emphasised that understanding foraging is a key
factor in pollinator conservation. The rich floral environment of the
National Botanic Garden of Wales was described and the technique
of DNA barcoding for pollen identification used in her research.
Results of a recent project showed that honeybees only used 11%
of the floral resources available to them during April and May, with
reliance on a small number of hedgerow species such as Salix
and Crateagus. Native plants and their relatives were more widely
used than garden plants. Similar techniques are being applied to
study foraging of plants by wild pollinators such as solitary bees,
hoverflies and bumble bees.

EBKA
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Abigail also described research from the National Botanic Garden
that has led to a DNA reference library for the entire UK flora. This
had allowed national comparison of species of pollen present
in honey sampled in 2017 with data from a study in 1952. She
highlighted results for Essex which indicated a downward shift of
honey bees’ reliance on Trifolium to a greater use of Rubus and
Brassica.
The take home message for pollinator conservation was the
importance of growing native plants in our gardens.

PETER DALBY - PEBADALE APIARIES
For all your beekeeping and apitherapy supplies
Large Stock held - all year round
Competitive prices; any item not stocked to special order
37 Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 8TN
Tel: 01992 622645

Email:

Open Mon - Sat

pebadalebees@btinternet.com

Telephone before calling

(any reasonable time)
CLOSED SUNDAY
Agent for E H Thorne and Northern Bee Books

13

EBKA

Update from the CEC Chair
Jane Ridler, Chair, CEC

W

hat exceptionally difficult times
we are living through! Beekeeping
must go on, but the ways and means
need considering carefully by us all
in the light of the Government’s rules.
As livestock, apiaries can be visited,
but not excessively, and taking care
with social distancing – I’m sure Divisions with communal areas
have organised rotas for inspections. We have found that our
commercial outlets for selling honey have split into two groups
– those in leisure sector, like Audley End, which are firmly closed,
and retail shops, like our local bakery chain, which are demanding
huge amounts of honey. We are continuing to deliver to these as
food provision.
Collecting swarms is another issue. Again, we should start by
considering if the visit is essential, by asking the caller both the
usual questions, plus a few more. Some visits most certainly will
be necessary, for health and safety reasons, but a single evening
visit should suffice, and we should deny any interested onlookers.
Essex Beekeepers’ continues in a virtual manner! It is ironic that
my last Chair article concentrated on highlighting all the health
and safety measures that needed to be in place for the wealth of
apiary meetings over the coming season. I know that the divisional
trustees’ reports in this magazine will tell of many strategies in place
to continue education and social support. Zoom and WhatsApp
are proving hugely useful – everyone is being resourceful!
At County level, it was very disappointing to have to cancel the Ted
Hooper Lecture and miss Professor Giles Budge’s wise words on
CBPV, but the other virus interfered! The Honey Show Committee
is considering various alternatives to the County Honey Show at
Orsett, this 5th September. At this point, it looks pessimistic that
EBKA
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such large public gatherings will be allowed by then. Possibly more
likely, is the Annual Conference, on October 31st and Chelmsford
have an eye on important dates by which decisions will have to
made.
Here in Saffron Walden, the rape is in full flower and the garden is
alive with bees on the Skimmia and forget me nots. We have been
dealing with the difficulties of the OSR via Zoom for our newer
members, which I thought might be timely and helpful to share.
It can be a tiresome crop because it crystallises so readily – but
makes excellent fine textured honey, if a little bland for some
palates. It sells extremely well in Essex, though.
By the time you read this article, the flowers will be getting
overblown. During the 70’s, 80’ and 90’s when the crop was new, it
was the received wisdom that it was when the flowers were going
over that was the exact time to be harvesting the honey. We find
that with the newer rape varieties and the erratic weather these
days, it is dangerous to leave the supers that long without checking.
At the moment (Easter weekend) our strong hives have 2 supers
each, filling rapidly, but the nectar is still very wet and certainly not
ready for extracting. In these warm days the flow is coming in at a
rate and extra supers are needed to prevent overcrowding - and
suggesting to the bees that they might like to make some swarm

Photo by Jane Ridler

cells! We have adult drones pottering about in the brood boxes
15
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already. A good trick is to be ahead of the curve by keeping an eye
on the weather forecast to help time your extra supers.
But beware OSR and cold nights! If you have too many supers on a
not very strong hive, the bees will go down to keep the brood warm
and the OSR honey is left to crystallise. This gets much more likely
as the honey ripens. The high glucose content of the nectar, the
concentrating of the sugars as the bees evaporate the water and
the cold temperature all contribute to the likelihood that you find
crystallised OSR honey on your super frames when you remove
them. The secret is in timing. The shake test or a refractometer
can tell you if the honey is not ripe, but we find that leaving a
frame to be completely capped is dangerous. We go for when the
capping is just starting as a rule of thumb. And, you don’t have
to wait for all the super to be ready – just remove and replace the
frames which are, and pop them in an empty super box. Make
sure that the supers/frames are kept warm whilst waiting to be
extracted – and do this as soon as you can. If you bottle straight
away, you will get a very hard natural set honey. The best option
is to cream the honey after it has been crystallised in buckets – but
avoid making clear, comb honey and chunk honey - it’ll crystallise!!
Good luck to everyone and stay safe – and our heartfelt thanks to
you if you are a key worker.
Jane Ridler, Chair, CEC

Articles appearing in The Essex Beekeeper are not necessarily the views
either of the Editor or the Essex Beekeepers’ Association
To ensure inclusion within the diary of county-wide events would Divisions
provide the editor with details of local meetings by the 4th of the previous
month.
Robert Silver – robert.silver@outlook.com

EBKA
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BBKA’s latest proposition to alter the associate
voting rules at the next ADM
By Padraig Floyd, Romford Division

T

he BBKA has recently proposed an amendment to the way
associations vote at its annual association meeting each
January that I believe our members should be aware of.
Propositions are typically voted for on a one vote per association
basis. However, associations may call for a second vote, based on
membership numbers, to seek to confirm or defeat a motion.
The BBKA proposes to weight the votes of associations outside
the largest 15 in terms of membership, in order to as they put it,
produce a “clearer, more consistent and more predictable voting
outcome at the ADM”. But it would in fact give greater weight to
smaller associations’ votes.
It claims the trustees have sought to push this through as there has
been increased friction between smaller and larger associations as
member votes have overturned a number of propositions in recent
years that would have otherwise carried on the poll of associations.
I raised concerns about this very approach when I was the Essex
BBKA delegate, because I feared it would deepen divisions that
could be improved with greater communication.
And rather than being fairer, I see it as unnecessary, inequitable
and iniquitous.
It is an unnecessary complication because it is quite possible –
indeed preferable – for associations to communicate more and
contribute more work to the business of the ADM before the
meeting in January. This was a point I made to ADM two years ago
and offered my help to get the ball rolling.
Those who seek this reform claim that it is unfair – even
undemocratic – that they cannot carry the day when opposed by
17
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a number of large associations. Now, the large associations do not
always agree. And though that may be true, it only strengthens the
argument for collaboration.
The detractors also argue that it is not possible to gauge the
opinion of an association. Yet, I have canvassed my own division
on matters of policy when I was DVM and this has become easier
and more accessible to our members in recent years with the
technology that is keeping many millions of people sane in this
difficult time.
But in the end, the argument against member votes is specious.
How could acknowledging each and every one of our members
be undemocratic? After all, each of our members pays capitation
to the BBKA, and so are in fact not only OUR members, but the
BBKA’s.
Unless the BBKA intends to reduce or abolish these fees paid by
each member, I do not see how it could argue that by fudging the
numbers to give smaller associations a greater say is treating their
membership equitably.
While I don’t believe it represents the tail wagging the BBKA dog,
I am concerned that some associations’ members will in fact be
more equal than our own. That is totally unacceptable.
I urge my fellow members to speak to their DVMs about this matter
so they may represent their views at county level when they next
meet.

Divisional Roundup

Romford
All meetings have been cancelled until further notice, however, the
Division has made use of Zoom to hold a committee meeting and
hope to make use of it for further meetings.
Southend
The Division is currently reporting that their 24th June meeting
EBKA
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is still going ahead, but please check with the organiser that the
event will still go ahead due to the current coronavirus rules.
Chelmsford
The Division provided the catering for the 2020 AGM and would
like to thank Pam Hughes, due to unforseen circumstance, for
producing all of the food.
Since Covid-19 and the lock down, the Division is continuing to
provide support to their members, offering advice through their
newsletter and offering a local “bee buddy” where necessary.
As physical meetings are not allowed, the Division has trialled
virtual meetings using Skype, Hangouts and Zoom, with Zoom
providing the best “virtual meeting” experience.
Their most recent virtual meetings have included a session on
bumblebees with 12 people logging on to listen to Mike Abel, a
committee meeting, a conference sub committee meeting and
a swarm course including 12 people. Their Beginners Practical
course has been put on hold, but they will soon run the Beginners
Theory course via Zoom.
Finally, Chelmsford are hosting the EBKA Annual Conference in
October, but it has been necessary to put all organisation of the
event on hold until the Government guidelines on social distancing
become more clear. Consequently they’ve had to withdraw the
sale of tickets for the time being.
Maldon
All meetings until September 2020 have been cancelled, and it’s
hoped that Zoom can be used for virtual meetings.
A new treasurer is now in place and they feel that it would be
beneficial for them to have an introduction to other treasurers and
the County Treasurer.
Their apiary sites are doing well, with one site having a move to a
new location on hold.
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Due to Covid-19, the Division has adjusted their swarm policy
with a hands off approach and swarms only being collected after
6.30pm. Swarm collectors have been issued with a personal notice
of authorisation.
Although Nosema testing hasn’t taken place due to the current
lock down, they have had Zoom meetings with the County AhaTs
on bee health and Asian Hornets protocols, which will be cascaded
to the membership.
The bee inspector has been in contact with an at risk beekeeper,
demanding a follow up inspection, causing distress to the
beekeeper who was unable to meet the inspector due to being in
isolation for 3 months. The Division feels this needs addressing
by the CEC. The Division is supporting the beekeeper and their
partner beekeeper.

The Bee Shed
Local beekeeping supplies with everything you need for your honey bees
Open by Appointment: Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or contact
via the website www.beeshedstock.co.uk to arrange a time on the following
days:
Mon 1.30pm—5.30pm

Wed 8.30am—12.30pm

Thurs 1.30pm—5.30pm

Sat

8.30am—12.30pm

Closed on Bank Holidays

Meepshole, Great Prestons Lane,
Stock, Essex CM4 9RL
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

EBKA
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EBKA Trustees

President
Jean Smye, Hon CLM (E: jsmye@
sky.com)
Chair of CEC Jane Ridler
E: jane.ridler@uwclub.net
T: 01799 218023
Gen Secretary Tony Rand
E: buzzhny@gmail.com
Treasurer
Pat Allen
E: Treasurer@ebka.org
Braintree
Bridget Mudd
E: bridget.mudd@yahoo.com
Chelmsford
Jan Tutton
E: cec@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Colchester
Tony Rand
E: tony@agewhatage.com
D.H. & Maldon Glenn Mayes
E: trustee@maldonbeekeepers.org.uk
Epping Forest Don McHale
E: donaldmchale@gmail.com
Harlow		
Nick Holmes
E: wwwcight@gmail.com
Romford
Jim McNeill
E: jimandliz44@aol.co.uk
Saffron Walden Vanessa Wilkinson
E: swaldensec@ebka.org
Southend
Chris Allen
E: cjlallen@gmail.com

Regional Bee Inspectors
Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding
Brentwood)
Peter Folge
E: peter.folge@apha.gsi.
gov.uk
T: 07775-119433
All other Divisions:
Keith Morgan
E: keith.morgan@apha.
gsi.gov.uk
T: 01485-520838 or
07919-004215

The Essex Beekeeper
Magazine & Web site

Editor & Advertising: Robert Silver
E: robert.silver@outlook.com
T: 07956-487703
Web site: Nick Holmes
E: webmaster@ebka.org

EBKA Exams Secretary Steph Green
E: examsec@ebka.org

Divisional Contacts

Braintree		 Jan French		
T: 07725-166609
Chelmsford		
Fiona Cutting		
T: 07788-180011
Colchester		 Morag Chase		
T: 01206-522576
D.H. & Maldon		
Carlie Mayes		
T: 07979-862952
Harlow			
Carol Sissons		
T: 07958 227413
Epping Forest		
Katy Langley		secretary@			
						eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk
Romford 		
Sue Richardson		
T: 07971-957333
Saffron Walden		
Vanessa Wilkinson
T: 07747-506000
Southend		 Pat Holden		
T: 01702-477592
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Braintree Beekeepers Embrace Technology to
Continue Meetings Despite Corona Virus
by Eleanor and Henry Swan, Braintree Division

O

n Friday 27th March Braintree Beekeepers were due to hold
our usual monthly meeting and we were looking forward to
an interesting talk by Ted Gradosielski BEM titled ‘The Beekeeping
Year and queen rearing along the way’.
We were all disappointed to think that we would have to cancel the
meeting when our “Techno Guru” Stacey Cronly-Dillon introduced
us to Zoom the online meeting software. This allowed our meeting
to go ahead and we had 35 attendees logging in, with video of
each.
Ted’s lecture was extremely informative, interesting and even better
because he gave it from his bee shed, which meant our members
could ask questions about things they saw in the background (not
that Braintree Beekeepers are nosey).

Ted gave us his Rules of Thumb to successful Queen Rearing using
the grafting method
•

1st February Feed pollen substitute, fondant and/or syrup

EBKA
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•

1st March Fit second brood chamber (BC) with new foundation
only

•

1st April Fit queen excluder and supers

•

1st May Prepare cell starter colony and begin first queen grafts

•

1st June Make up nucs from frames from bottom BC using first
queens to emerge

•

1st July Make up more nucs using new queens

•

1st Aug Swap out any old comb and reduce all colonies to one
brood chamber

•

1st Sept Remove all supers for extraction, feed and treat for
Varroa

Ted’s anticipated number of queens reared per 100 grafts
60% of grafts succeed – if you are lucky 60
60% of queens emerge 36
60% will get mated & lay worker eggs 22
Thank you, to Ted and our members that attended, the Corona
Virus won’t stop us holding our meetings.
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