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Tending bees in the time of the coronavirus 1
The BBKA’s advice on visiting colonies during this pandemic is
straightforward:
At the moment bees will be considered as livestock and can be
tended accordingly
Read the full statement from the BBKA on tending bees and
training courses here:
https://www.bbka.org.uk/bbka-statement-on-coronaviruspandemic

Early warning!
2017/18 was a bad winter with the ‘beast from the East’, and
consequently it was a late start for the bees.
2018/19 was a mild winter and according to a survey from the West
Suffolk BKA, swarming started in earnest a month earlier, during
April. This last winter was similarly mild, so make sure you regularly
inspect in April to catch that early swarming impulse. You have
been warned.
It’s a new year, and a new season. This year’s queens will be BLUE,
but you knew that already didn’t you?
Congratulations to anyone who still has a WHITE queen laying
well - she’s into her fourth season.

Dr Ian Bedford. Bugs: Cohabit, Conserve or
Control?
From Betsy Reed, Ipswich & East Suffolk Beekeepers’ Association

I

an is a recently retired Research Entomologist who ran the
Entomology Department at the John Innes Centre in Norwich
for 42 years. He now gives talks on various insect - related subjects
and appears on television and the radio.

___________________
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He gave us an entertaining talk on the good and bad garden bugs
we find in our gardens and what we should do with them. He spoke
about his firm belief that we risk destroying the delicate balance of
the ecosystem and vital food chain if we continue to use pesticides
to wipe out those invertebrates we define as pests, which will lead
to the destruction of all useful organisms as well. I trust he was
preaching to the converted at our meeting.
Insects appeared on earth about 400 million years ago and many
look very similar today. They are vital for sustaining the ecosystem
and have differing roles. Herbivorous bugs are usually the ones we
regard as pests and include “chewers” such as slugs, “suckers” like
aphids and “root feeders” including beetle grubs. Often they can
be controlled in a garden by picking them off or using soap based
sprays rather than systemic pesticides such as neonicotinoids and
pyrethroids, which, when used in agriculture, linger in our field
margins and rivers killing off the good as well as the bad guy bugs.
The damage is exacerbated by the toxic “cocktail” effect of using
multiple sprays of pesticides and fungicides. Chewers such as
vine weevils in the soil, can be controlled by repotting with new
compost thus breaking the life cycle rather than drenching with
the likes of “Ultimate Bug Killer” which also kills useful predatory
ground beetles. Garden birds will eat crane fly larvae or leather
jackets if a lawn is kept moist.
Many insects are useful. Parasitic wasps lay their eggs in pests
such as aphids and caterpillars which are then consumed by the
hatching wasp larvae. And where would the world be without
pollinators? These include honeybees, but equally important are
the bumble bees, solitary bees, wasps, flies and beetles. The waste
disposal team include worms, slugs, woodlice and microbes which
recycle and compost decaying plant matter which is essential for
healthy soil.
Ian promoted the idea of tolerating some damage from pests to
allow the survival of useful insects. He advocated vigilance, for
example removing cabbage white butterfly eggs as soon as they
are laid to avoid an army of munching caterpillars a few days
3
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later. This is not practical at commercial crop levels and sadly it is
not possible to produce enough organically grown food to feed
the country, so the John Innes Centre researches alternatives
to pesticides and promotes integrated pest management, a
combination of biological, chemical and physical control. Projects
include the production of sterile male moths to prevent breeding,
and switching off genes in some pests such as slugs, reducing
their ability to make slime.
The Centre works globally, helping poorer countries to preserve
their wildlife. It promotes education and the public’s understanding
of the devastating effects of the wanton use of the pesticides so
readily available in our garden centres, and the positive action that
can be taken to provide a suitable environment in our gardens
with food, safety and shelter for the likes of toads and frogs.
Ian concluded with warnings of the dangers of non-native invasive
species like the oak processionary moth brought in on imported
trees, which decimates our native trees, and scared us with horror
stories of hundreds of slimy Spanish slugs invading his garden.
He is hopeful that they like some other invaders, will gradually
become less of a problem as nature starts to fight back, but until
then a large bucket of soapy water and a lot of perseverance does
the trick.
PETER DALBY - PEBADALE APIARIES
For all your beekeeping and apitherapy supplies
Large Stock held - all year round
Competitive prices; any item not stocked to special order
37 Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 8TN
Tel: 01992 622645

Email:

Open Mon - Sat

pebadalebees@btinternet.com

Telephone before calling

(any reasonable time)
CLOSED SUNDAY
Agent for E H Thorne and Northern Bee Books
EBKA
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bodies have expressed concerns over where these trees are to
come from and the risks of bringing in disease if they are imported
rather than UK grown.

By Lune Valley Community Beekeepers
Gardeners should avoid mowing over dandelions on their lawn
if they want to help bees, according to the new president of the
British Ecological Society.

Big changes on the way?
By Lune Valley Community Beekeepers

T

he new agriculture bill could be one of the most significant
pieces of legislation for farmers in England for over 70 years
and will determine the future of the 70 per cent of UK land area
(17.4 million hectares) currently under agricultural management.
The bill sets out the UK’s approach to farming as it prepares to
leave the European Union, replacing the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) that the UK has been part of since 1973.
At the bill’s core is a shift away from direct payments to farmers
based upon the amount of agricultural land they managed and
frequently resulted in the farming of unproductive land that
otherwise might have been turned into wildlife habitat.
In future, landowners will be paid to produce “public goods”.
These are things that can benefit everyone but bring no financial
reward to those who produce them, like clean air and water. Over
the next seven years, farmers will move from the CAP regulations
to a new system of environmental land management contracts
to enable landowners to deliver the public goods set out in the
government’s 25 Year Environment Plan and the Clean Growth
Strategy. These include clean air and plentiful, clean water, but
also thriving wildlife, reduced risk from environmental hazards
such as flooding and drought, raising animal welfare standards
and enhanced beauty, heritage and opportunities to engage with
the natural environment.
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Help bees. Leave the dandelions
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Dandelions – which will start flowering in the UK this month –
provide a valuable food source for early pollinators coming out of
hibernation, including solitary bees, honey bees and hoverflies.
Each dandelion head contains up to 100 individual flowers,
known as florets, which contain nectar and pollen. There are 240
species of dandelion in the UK.
Prof Jane Memmott said: “If dandelions were rare, people would
be fighting over them. Because they’re common, people pull
them out and spray them off and all sorts of horrible things. Just
let them flower. Memmott, who took over as president of the
BES at the start of this year, is also a professor of ecology at the
University of Bristol. She said gardeners should avoid planting
too many “pompom shaped” flowers, such as old English roses
and dahlia, because they focus so much of their energy on
producing petals and have very little nectar and pollen. “As a
rule, if you can see the pollen and nectar parts of a flower without
pulling back petals, then it’s OK for pollinators,” she said.
Carrots that have flowered, or “bolted”, and onions in unkempt
vegetable gardens are also some of the best plants for
pollinators. “People are a lot tidier than they used to be. This
whole business of keeping your lawn clipped and pulling the
weeds out is part of some British obsession with tidiness,”
Memmott said. “If you look back at old pictures, people weren’t
as tidy. I think bohemian untidiness is what we’re aiming for –
you don’t want it to look like neglect.” Leaving the grass to grow
8-10cm (3-4in) tall means clovers, daisies, self-heal and creeping
buttercup can also flower. “You can’t personally help tigers,
whales and elephants but you really can do something for the
insects, birds and plants that are local to you,” said Memmott,
5
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who encouraged gardeners to halve the amount of mowing they
do. The global mass of insects is falling by 2.5% a year and many
could be extinct within a century, according to a global scientific
review last year.

From Reigate Beekeepers

C

Patricia Wiltshire, Palynologist
Patricia Wiltshire grew up in a mining village in South Wales, left
home when she was 17 and worked for many years, first as a
medical technician and then as a business secretary (a profession
her first husband considered to be more ladylike). When she
was studying botany A level at evening classes, her teacher
encouraged her to apply for university as a mature student. (She
would never have considered it otherwise). And so began her
career as a palynologist (studying pollen).
She worked for many years reconstructing ancient environments
on archaeological sites. But a phone call from a police detective
led to a dramatic change of direction, when she was in her fifties.
Since then, Pat has been involved in some of the most highprofile murder cases in Britain, including the murder of two ten
year old girls in Soham in Cambridgeshire in 2002. She tells Jim
Al-Khalili how she pioneered the use of pollen as evidence in
criminal cases. Studying spores taken from suspects and victims,
she can establish who’s been where and when. Her life, she says,
has been ‘a mess’ but, on many occasions, the pollen she has
gathered and analysed has helped to see that justice has been
done. Listen to her fascinating interview from the BBC’s Life
Scientific series here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000cz0p
Her autobiography “Traces: The memoirs of a forensic scientist
and criminal investigator” is also available.
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urrently treatments for the small hive beetle which not only
feeds on pollen, honey and bee brood but can also be a
disease vector for deformed wing virus and AFB, are limited.
Current chemical treatments for small hive beetles also have
adverse affects on bee health. Powell et al (Aug 2019) tested the
effect of a novel spider venom on small hive beetle and larva and
adult honey bees and larva.
Both were injected with a solution of the venom at varying levels
of strength and proved toxic to the adult beetles and harmful to
the larva and no effect was shown on honey bees. These results
suggest this venom toxin could be a potential ingredient in a future
treatment for the small hive beetle.

Government launches new scheme to boost
tree-planting
From Lune Valley Community Beekeepers

T

he government has launched a £50 million scheme to help
boost tree-planting rates in the fight against climate change.
The new Woodland Carbon Guarantee will encourage farmers
and landowners to plant more trees and create new woodland in
return for payments as those trees grow. It gives land managers
in England the long-term financial income they need to invest in
carbon sequestration - the process by which trees lock up and
store carbon from the atmosphere.
Successful participants will be offered the option to sell Woodland
Carbon Units to the government over 35 years at a guaranteed
price set by auction, providing new income for land managers
who help businesses compensate for their carbon emissions.
Whilst widely welcoming the scheme, several major environmental
11

EBKA

Helpful places to look if you are studying

T

Divisional meetings around the County

he internet also has lots of useful information and some useful
places to call on include:

•

the National Bee Unit has lots of useful booklets and leaflets
on techniques such as shook swarm as well as information on
pests and diseases.

•

Mid Bucks Beekeeper Association have study notes for lots of
areas which are regularly updated and can be found at https://
blog.mbbka.org.uk

•

Adventures in bee land is a blog with useful notes on Modules
1, 2, 3 and 6br

•

Miss apis mellifera has a blog which covers her study experiences
and has some useful feedback from her examinations. It’s best
to use your favourite search engine and type in “Miss apis
mellifera exams “.

•
•

Please note that all of these
meetings are subject to
Government COVID-19 rules
that may be in place. Please
check with the Division, too,
to ensure that the event is
running.
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Address: Margaretting
Village Hall, Wantz Rd,
Margaretting, Ingatestone
CM4 0EP

Meetings in May 2020

03

11:00 - 16:00 - Basic
Assessment Training Day,
Saffron Walden Division
Address: Jane and Richard
Ridler, Sewards End, CB10
2LG

07

Diane Drinkwater of the BBKA also has a blog at https://
bbkamodules.wordpress.com which has links for the modules.
Barkston Ash Bees have a useful section, a quick test area and
lots of past papers.
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20:00 – 22:00 - Dr Sara
Robb Soap Making,
Romford Division

18:30 – 20:30 - A Perfect
Hive Inspection, Saffron
Walden Division
Address: tba
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20:00 - 22:00 - Things I’ve
Learned from Bee Keeping
- Clive de Bryn, Harlow
Division
Address: Kings Church, Red
Willow, Harlow. CM19 5PA

19:30 – 21:00, Punch &
Judy Beekeeping with
Deryck Johnson, Chelmsford
Division

19:30 – 21:30 - Asian
Hornet Briefing by Andrew
Durham. Doors shut 19.30,
Southend Division
Address: WI Hall, Bellingham
Lane, Rayleigh SS6 7ED

31

15:00 - Apiary meeting,
Braintree Division
Address: Divisional Apiary,
Coney Green, Great Bardfield,
CM7 4PV

Address: Chadwick Hall,
Gidea Park. Romford RM2 5EL

Articles appearing in The Essex Beekeeper are not necessarily the views
either of the Editor or the Essex Beekeepers’ Association
To ensure inclusion within the diary of county-wide events would Divisions
provide the editor with details of local meetings by the 4th of the previous
month.
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Robert Silver – robert.silver@outlook.com

14:30 - 16:30 - Apiary
Meeting: Bees in a
Woodland Setting, Saffron
Walden Division
Address: Widdington, Saffron
Walden

EBKA

10

7

EBKA

EBKA Trustees
President

Pat Allen, Hon CLM

Chair of CEC Jane Ridler
E: jane.ridler@uwclub.net
T: 01799 218023

Regional Bee Inspectors
Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding
Brentwood)

Gen Secretary Tony Rand
E: buzzhny@gmail.com

Peter Folge
E: peter.folge@apha.gsi.
gov.uk
T: 07775-119433

Treasurer
Paras Shah
E: treasurer@ebka.org
Braintree
Bridget Mudd
E: bridget.mudd@yahoo.com
Chelmsford
Jan Tutton
E: cec@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Colchester
Tony Rand
E: tony@agewhatage.com
D.H. & Maldon Glenn Mayes
E: trustee@maldonbeekeepers.org.uk
Epping Forest Don McHale
E: donaldmchale@gmail.com
Harlow
Nick Holmes
E: wwwcight@gmail.com
Romford
Paul Wiltshire
E: paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com
Saffron Walden Vanessa Wilkinson
E: swaldensec@ebka.org
Southend
Chris Allen
E: cjlallen@gmail.com

All other Divisions:
Keith Morgan
E: keith.morgan@apha.
gsi.gov.uk
T: 01485-520838 or
07919-004215

The Essex Beekeeper
Magazine & Web site

The Bee Shed

Editor & Advertising: Robert Silver
E: robert.silver@outlook.com
T: 07956-487703

Local beekeeping supplies with everything you need for your honey bees
Open by Appointment: Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or contact
via the website www.beeshedstock.co.uk to arrange a Ɵme on the following
days:

EBKA Exams Secretary Steph Green Web site: Nick Holmes
E: webmaster@ebka.org
E: examsec@ebka.org

Divisional Contacts
Braintree
Chelmsford
Colchester
D.H. & Maldon
Harlow
Epping Forest

Jan French
Fiona Cutting
Morag Chase
Carlie Mayes
Carol Sissons
Katy Langley

T: 07725-166609
T: 07788-180011
T: 01206-522576
T: 07979-862952
T: 07958 227413
secretary@

Romford
Saffron Walden
Southend

Sue Richardson
Vanessa Wilkinson
Pat Holden

T: 07971-957333
T: 07747-506000
T: 01702-477592

Mon 1.30pm—5.30pm

Wed 8.30am—12.30pm

Thurs 1.30pm—5.30pm

Sat

8.30am—12.30pm

Closed on Bank Holidays

Meepshole, Great Prestons Lane,
Stock, Essex CM4 9RL
Approved NaƟonal Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk
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