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Train the trainers day
By Barbara Sharpe

T

wenty four delegates and 5 assessors attended a Train the
trainers day on Sunday 2nd February at Sewards End.

Jane Ridler organised and presided over the meeting. Each division
was given a different topic in advance and gave a presentation
followed by questions.
The content covered the many aspects of teaching and there was
lively interaction and discussions throughout the day.
One thing that was evident was the commitment of all divisions to
deliver training to a high standard, and to provide a solid framework
of underpinning knowledge, with well managed training that would
lead to successful future beekeepers.
It was interesting there is some diversity in training, there is no
one size fits all, some due to different environments, for example
from rural to urban beekeeping, which highlighted the need for a
different approach to teaching methods but all strive to achieve
good teaching and education.
There were surprises throughout the day, one division uses a novel
approach and method of teaching swarm collection using a brood
box and shaving foam, another division said they gave goody bag
to new learners.
After a lovely lunch we divided into 4 groups, each with an assessor
and looked at the basic assessment syllabus. Lively discussions
ensued on the content. Nearly all the assessors agreed that
candidates struggle on describing the signs of bacterial disease,
e.g. AFB and EFB, and an elementary account of swarm control.
Bee health days are a great way to learn about most bee diseases.
It was agreed that the Basic assessment is the next step after
beginners training so why not look at the syllabus and have a go?
“Why do we smoke the entrance to a hive?”, the assessor asked,
EBKA

2

and in a Punch and Judy voice said “that’s the way to do it!”.
It’s usually taught to smoke the entrance of a hive before opening,
but harks back to the days of skep beekeeping and has continued
to be taught, but is it really necessary?
The whole day was excellent and thanks must go to Jane and the
helpers for organising such an enjoyable and constructive day.

EBKA Annual General Meeting
Saturday 7th March 2020
2.00pm
Room E06, Writtle College, Lordship Lane,
Chelmsford, CM1 3RP

Microscopy Course for
Braintree Division members
By Anthony Stark, Braintree Division

O

ver the years we have run microscopy training evenings
where our compound and stereo microscopes have been
used. Quite a few members would be interested to know what
plants their bees have been foraging on and whether weak colonies
have been suffering from nosema. Looking through a microscope
holds the answer.
In January 2020, rather than presenting a 2-day course ourselves
and risk appearing a bit amateurish, we managed to enlist the
help of two excellent and expert presenters with their range of
high-end microscopes: Lewis Woolnough who has kept bees and
whose earliest microscope is a hundred years old, and Gordon
Brown whose favourite microscope is worth well over £10,000 and
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which he has re-engineered to perfection. Lewis started right at
the beginning with how light works, how the brain turns an upsidedown view of the world the right way up, how convex and concave
mirrors work, the names of all the parts (eyepiece, objective lens,
stage, coarse focus wheel), the differences between monocular,
binocular and trinocular (the third eyepiece is where you fit a
camera). There is a definite science to setting up the microscope
so it is correctly focussed and lighted, and you can’t start with
the highest magnification, you need to progress up from a 10x
objective to a 40x, etc.
Our division’s equipment was considered adequate but Gordon
showed us some of his more than 3,000 slides which could only
be appreciated on a better microscope. We now know how to set
up a Kohler Illumination and were given a handy aide memoir to
remind us. We were also impressed by his software for recording
and measuring specimens – software that is really cheap to buy or
even free.
Several of us had brought along some dead bees. On the practical
side we analysed a member’s honey (it had borage pollen grains in
it, which pleased her as it does not granulate); one member’s dead
bees were checked for nosema spores; another dissected a wing,
mounted it and spotted the velcro-like hooks (hamuli) between the
trailing and leading edges of the wings; somebody else examined
a bee’s leg; we would have liked more time to practice dissection
and slide preparation. Still, now we know how to do it ourselves, so
hopefully our microscopy equipment will be in use more frequently
than before. Members who passed up this course missed a great
opportunity.
Articles appearing in The Essex Beekeeper are not necessarily the views
either of the Editor or the Essex Beekeepers’ Association
To ensure inclusion within the diary of county-wide events would Divisions
provide the editor with details of local meetings by the 4th of the previous
month.
Robert Silver – robert.silver@outlook.com
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The Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture
On March 21st Essex Beekeepers’ Association is delighted
to host Professor Giles Budge, who will be discussing
his vital research on the impact of Chronic Bee Paralysis
Virus on beekeeping. There will also be a presentation
on another threat to bees and all other pollinators: Asian
Hornet Hunting in Jersey.
1.00pm Registration and Refreshments
1.30pm Introduction given by Jane Ridler EBKA
1.40pm Hunting Asian Hornet in Jersey with Katy Langley
& Salma Attan
2.30pm Tea
3.00pm Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus with Professor Giles
Budge
4.15pm Questions
4.30pm Close
The 2020 Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture will be given at the
Essex Wildlife Trust:
https://www.mycommunityspace.org.uk/spaces/greatwigborough-colchester-co5-7rz-essex-wildlife-trustmeeting-rooms
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ted-hooper-memoriallecture-tickets-89485500541
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Divisional meetings around the County
Meetings in March 2020
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20:00 - 22:00 – FB and
the Spring Hive Clean
with Salma Attan, Harlow
Division

17

Address: Margaretting
Village Hall, Wantz Rd,
Margaretting, Ingatestone
CM4 0EP

Address: tbc

05

20:00 - 22:00 – Ed Fairey,
National Open Gardens
Scheme, Romford Division

19

Address: Chadwick Hall, Main
Road, Gidea Park, Romford
RM2 5EL
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AGM

18:30 - 21:30 – Beginners’
Theory Classes and
Discussion Classes for
Second-Year Beekeepers,
Saffron Walden Division
Address: Thaxted Day Centre,
2 Vicarage Ln, Thaxted, CM6
2RL

14
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09:30 - 17:00 – Beetradex

8:30 - 21:30 – Beginners’
Theory Classes and
Discussion Classes for
Second-Year Beekeepers,
Saffron Walden Division
Address: Thaxted Day Centre,
2 Vicarage Ln, Thaxted, CM6
2RL

14:00 - 16:00 – EBKA
Address: Room E06, Writtle
College, Lordship Lane,
Chelmsford. CM1 3RP

19:30 - 21:00– Bumble Bees
with Mike Able, Chelmsford
Division

21

12:300 - 17:00 – Ted Hooper
Memorial Lecture
Address: Abbotts Hall
Farm, Maldon Road, Great
Wigborough, Colchester,
Essex, CO5 7RZ

25

19:30 - 21:30 – Drone laying
Queens & Laying Workers
by Jane Ridler, Southend
Division
Address: WI Hall, Bellingham
Lane, Rayleigh SS6 7ED

Address: tbc
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26

18:30 - 21:30 – Beginners’
Theory Classes and
Discussion Classes for
Second-Year Beekeepers,
Saffron Walden Division
Address: Thaxted Day Centre,
2 Vicarage Ln, Thaxted, CM6
2RL

27

03
04
05
21

19:30 – ‘Queen Rearing
for all’, Ted Gradioselski,
Braintree Division

19:30 - 21:30 – Ethical pest
control and use of bumble
bee boxes in pollination,
Mike Abel, Saffron Walden
Division

22

02

20:00 - 22:00 – HBKA
Apiary & 2020 Beginners
Course, Harlow Division
Address: Kings Church, Red
Willow, Harlow. CM19 5PA

02

20:00 - 22:00 – Ted
Gradosielski, Queen
Rearing for experienced
and beginner beekeepers,
Romford Division

19:30 – 21:00 – CBK
Monthly Meeting - Swarm
Control, Chelmsford Division

19:30 – 21:30 – Asian
Hornet Update, Andrew
Durham, Cambridge BKA,
Saffron Walden Division
Address: Sewards End Village
Hall, Radwinter Rd, Sewards
End, CB10 2LG

Address: Thaxted Day Centre,
Vicarage Lane, Thaxted, CM6
2RL

Meetings in April 2020

Address: Harper Adams
University, Edgmond,
Newport TF10 8NB

Address: Margaretting
Village Hall, Wantz Rd,
Margaretting, Ingatestone
CM4 0EP

Address: White Notley
Village Hall

31

09:30 - 17.00 – BBKA
Conference

22

19:30 – 21:30 – Clive de
Bruyn, Southend Division
Address: WI Hall, Bellingham
Lane, Rayleigh SS6 7ED

26

15:00 – Apiary meeting,
Braintree Division
Address: Daws Hall Trust,
Henny Road, Bures, CO8 5EX
(Telephone Antony Stark
07769 681135)

Address: Chadwick Hall, Main
Road, Gidea Park, Romford
RM2 5EL
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EBKA Trustees
President

Pat Allen, Hon CLM

Chair of CEC Jane Ridler
E: jane.ridler@uwclub.net
T: 01799 218023
Gen Secretary Tony Rand
E: buzzhny@gmail.com
Treasurer
Paras Shah
E: treasurer@ebka.org
Braintree
Bridget Mudd
E: bridget.mudd@yahoo.com
Chelmsford
Jan Tutton
E: cec@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Colchester
Tony Rand
E: tony@agewhatage.com
D.H. & Maldon Glenn Mayes
E: trustee@maldonbeekeepers.org.uk
Epping Forest Don McHale
E: donaldmchale@gmail.com
Harlow		
Nick Holmes
E: wwwcight@gmail.com
Romford
Paul Wiltshire
E: paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com
Saffron Walden Vanessa Wilkinson
E: swaldensec@ebka.org
Southend
Vernon Amor
E: blueboys21@aol.com

Regional Bee Inspectors
Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding
Brentwood)
Peter Folge
E: peter.folge@apha.gsi.
gov.uk
T: 07775-119433
All other Divisions:
Keith Morgan
E: keith.morgan@apha.
gsi.gov.uk
T: 01485-520838 or
07919-004215

The Essex Beekeeper
Magazine & Web site

Editor: Robert Silver
E: robert.silver@outlook.com
T: 07956-487703
Web site: Nick Holmes
E: webmaster@ebka.org

EBKA Exams Secretary Steph Green
E: examsec@ebka.org

Divisional Contacts

Braintree		 Jan French		
T: 07725-166609
Chelmsford		
Fiona Cutting		
T: 07788-180011
Colchester		 Morag Chase		
T: 01206-522576
D.H. & Maldon		
Carlie Mayes		
T: 07979-862952
Harlow			
Carol Sissons		
T: 07958-227413
Epping Forest		
Katy Langley
				E: secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk
Romford 		
Sue Richardson		
T: 07971-957333
Saffron Walden		
Vanessa Wilkinson
T: 07747-506000
Southend		 Pat Holden		
T: 01702-477592
EBKA
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Chair Report for the 2020 AGM
Jane Ridler, Chair, CEC

B

eekeeping is an enterprise that needs
to work closely both with nature and our
weather and seasonal conditions. These now,
it seems, are changing. Winter 2019/20 has
offered the UK extreme wind and flooding,
but less snow and ice (at the time of writing at least). In north Essex
we have rescued roofs from hives and observed wet woodwork on
our traditional hives as well as the bees flying out in what looked
like inappropriate weather. Oxalic acid treatment was therefore
late and found the bees in very loose clusters. When brood is
present, this treatment is much less efficacious and a close eye
for signs of varroa is needed in the spring. So, in these times of
climate change, all beekeepers need to analyse the microclimate
of their apiaries and make decisions about the suitability of their
hives and practices looking to the future. Are the days of a cold
dry Essex in winter months disappearing?
Reviewing 2019/20, we have had a year of sorting and steadying
at County level. Nevertheless, we still have difficulty in recruiting
volunteers from our near 1,000 strong community to cover essential roles on the CEC including Treasurer, Education Sec and
Members Sec. All members have something they can contribute
at some stage in their beekeeping life to County or Division and I
urge you to consider what you can do! Paras Shah (Epping Forest) took over as Treasurer this year and has done all the hard
work of learning the ropes over the year. Thank you, Paras. It is
such a great shame for the CEC that your circumstances make it
impossible to attend future meetings.
The nature of the Members Sec position is fluid currently, as we
roll out eR2, the BBKA’s electronic membership system. Special thanks go to Garth Milford (Saffron Walden) and Jan Tutton
(Chelmsford) for working so hard on this project – not least in
helping the nine Divisional Members Secretaries to make the
9
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transition to online membership of the BBKA/EBKA. This is an
ongoing venture, with more to be done to get the most out of the
new system. When fully functional and adapted to our liking, it
will be really useful, so please Divisions, persevere!
The changes to the Essex Beekeeper magazine came into effect
this January. Divisions are now able to choose whether or not, or
indeed, how many printings of the magazine to make. The financial saving is redistributed to the divisions to use as they please.
Over recent years, the printing of the magazine has been efficiently provided by Ann Cushion of Southend Division and grateful thanks go to Ann for this excellent service. Also, to Michael
Elliott (Southend), who reliably distributed the printed copies to
the Divisions. Our new magazine Editor, Robert Silver (Maldon),
is extending his reporting service, with effect from this January.
The eR2 facility will be used so that up to date information in
Newsletters will reach members in addition to the magazine. The
county policies are in place with thanks to all trustees, but in particular the Governance sub-committee, Ted Grad (Chair), myself,
Paul Wiltshire (Romford) and Vanessa Wilkinson (Saffron Walden),
who will continue to review all in rota. These will soon be up on
the website. Vanessa also deserves a special mention for co-ordinating the reviewing of the Trustees Handbook – a massive task.
This is almost complete and will also go on the website. Tony
Rand, (CEC General Sec., Colchester) with the valuable support
of John Rhodes (Saffron Walden), has been working very hard on
the proposal to convert EBKA into a CIO (Charitable Incorporated
Organisation). He will be putting forward all the positive aspects
to members at the upcoming AGM on 7th March. Finally, I’m
pleased to report that Essex’s proposal at the Annual Delegates’
Meeting of BBKA in January ‘that the BBKA reapply to be represented at Apimondia, the international conference of beekeepers’
was adopted.
The Divisions have enjoyed a good year of beekeeping events
and I’ve been privileged to visit all of you bar one, whom I’m invited to in March. Remember, every Essex member is welcome at
all the Divisional meetings. Enthusiasm and new ideas abound!
EBKA
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Education, both for our members and the public is very important
to us, indeed it is part of our charitable mandate. The interest in
taking up beekeeping as a hobby continues and all of our Divisions provide excellent Beginners’ Courses which were extremely
well attended in 2019. In order to share ideas and good practice,
representatives from every division attended a Train the Trainers
Workshop this February. The variety of new members’ interests
and needs amongst the divisions was apparent and the diverse
ways the trainers cater for these different beginners was inspiring. In addition, everyone learnt a few new tricks to teach the
craft of beekeeping. Steph Green (Saffron Walden) has completed
her first year as Exam Secretary and we have had a good batch
of successful BBKA exam candidates this year. Well done to all!
The Annual Conference, hosted this year by Saffron Walden Division was really outstanding. The speakers, Will Messenger, Ged
Marshall, Dr Jonas Geldman and Prof. Steve Martin were exceptional. It is great to be able to invite some names that wouldn’t
be possible at Divisional level – the Annual Conference is over
and above our usual meetings. However, please don’t assume
from its name that it is a starchy affair. Every effort is made to
find something of interest for everyone. Chelmsford are organising the next conference on 31st October – look out for details,
hopefully coming soon!
The 2019 annual Bee Health Day was hosted by Romford and
we were treated to excellent facilities to support the lectures and
practical demonstrations. This supremely insightful day provided
by our Regional Bee Inspectors is a rare opportunity of seeing
brood disease face to face as well as enjoying other health issue
updating sessions. Incidentally, our Bee Health Secretaries are
still searching for a venue for the annual Bee Health Day in June
2020. To have the day in your corner of Essex means that many
more of your Division will be able to attend & benefit. Somewhere in the south east of the County is up for volunteering! You
don’t need to supply the quality premises which we enjoyed at
Romford – a village hall and a training apiary is fine. Many thanks
to Jim McNeill (Romford) for organising these sessions over many
11
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years. Katy Langley & Salma Attan (Epping Forest) have taken
over this year and expanded the new role of Bee Health Secretary vacated by Ian Nichols. We look forward to the Ted Hooper
lecture on 21st March, with a strong bee health theme! Also, following the impending threat from the Asian hornet, AHAT (Asian
Hornet Action Team) representatives from each Division have
been recruited.
Our major interface with the public at County level is the Essex
Honey Show. This was held at the Orsett Show again in 2019 and
was a very successful event. Thanks to all the committee and
especially Michael Webb (Romford) and Pauline Tidmas (Harlow).
There were 400 exhibits and the President’s Shield for Division
with the most points was won by Romford – many congratulations! Despite the weather, necessitating the withdrawal of the
live bee demonstrations at the hives, the public flocked to see the
other exhibits and ask our beekeepers tricky questions. Please
do volunteer next year if you haven’t in the past – it’s great fun
and you don’t have to be an expert – many prospective beekeepers like to hear from people who have recently taken up the
hobby.
Standing down from her Presidency and Membership Secretary
role at this AGM, Pat Allen must have carried out almost every
role on the CEC (as well as at Romford). It is the hard work of
members like Pat, who enable EBKA not only to survive, but
progress and remain relevant for beekeepers and the public. We
thank you Pat for your service to the administration at CEC and
of course your expertise in beekeeping both in teaching and
examining. This sounds as though Pat is leaving Essex! Not the
case, but merely handing over the presidency to another with a
hard-working past for EBKA. 2019 has been the year for upgrading the president’s chain of office so that we have enough bars
for a few more presidents in the future!
This Annual report is for our EBKA members. A relevant and
compliant report for the Charities Commission will be made after
the AGM.
EBKA
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The Bee Shed
Local beekeeping supplies with everything you need for your honey bees
Open by Appointment: Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or contact
via the website www.beeshedstock.co.uk to arrange a time on the following
days:
Mon 1.30pm—5.30pm

Wed 8.30am—12.30pm

Thurs 1.30pm—5.30pm

Sat

8.30am—12.30pm

Closed on Bank Holidays

Meepshole, Great Prestons Lane,
Stock, Essex CM4 9RL
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

PETER DALBY - PEBADALE APIARIES
For all your beekeeping and apitherapy supplies
Large Stock held - all year round
Competitive prices; any item not stocked to special order
37 Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 8TN
Tel: 01992 622645

Email:

Open Mon - Sat

pebadalebees@btinternet.com

Telephone before calling

(any reasonable time)
CLOSED SUNDAY
Agent for E H Thorne and Northern Bee Books
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My first four months as Essex CBI
By Clive de Bruyn

A

s the newest recruit to a slowly diminishing group of
individuals, I thought I would attempt to put down some of
my experiences gained in the first four months as C.B.I. for Essex.
If I survive for as long as my predecessor I will be able to look back
at the end of twenty years and smile at my naivety, my innocence
and my ignorance. I wonder what some other great C.B.I.s would
have written about their first four months.
My appointment was to have started on September 1st unfortunately
on that date I was with the British party who were making their
way back from the 1983 Apimondia in Budapest. In my letter to
the College apologising for my delay I of course stressed the
educational and scientific aspects of the trip, rather than the
countries in days, which was a feature of the dash back across
Europe.
I had no accommodation arranged for when I arrived back in
England and had only made three trips to Essex in my life: once
for my N.D.B., once for my job interview and once to speak at
a garden meeting. If one looks at a map of England, the reason
for this becomes very clear I have happy associations with many
counties that I have passed through on my travels, to visit Essex
one must have a reason. Like Russian nobility in disgrace being
given control of a distant part of Siberia, one could pine away in
isolation.
Beekeepers everywhere are a decent lot and my fate was saved
by an Essex beekeeper who put me up for the night and drove
me to Writtle the next day. With my suitcase full of dirty washing
and feeling not in the least refreshed from a holiday, I stood at the
College gates and thought how much better the place had looked
at the interview when the sun had been shining.
As the date was 5th September, all the other new staff were just
finishing their induction course. Everyone who has ever been on
EBKA
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an induction course bemoans them as a waste of time. May I say
a word in their favor? Having missed mine, it took me two weeks
to find out the correct procedure for having work typed; a month
before I discovered the visual aid room and three months before
I realised that I could re-coup my removal expenses if I submitted
the claim within six months of my starting work. In fact, I am still
amazed at what I am supposed to know about the system.
I resided in the College for the first
few weeks to enable me to orientate.
With a night school at Southend on
Monday evening and two at Writtle,
then having to remove the honey crop
and feed the bees for winter, I didn’t
have much time for moping about.
My days, when I wasn’t trying to
‘mug up’ on beekeeping and prepare
visual aids so that I could keep one
step ahead of my classes, seemed
constantly to revolve around finding
things out. I discovered I would be
Ted Hooper & Clive de Bruyn,
Hampshire 1983
writing a monthly article for the Essex
Beekeeper. I found I was responsible
for the bee books in the College library. I learned I would have to
take a course on hive making. The range of interesting things that
came my way seemed to be unending.
Out of the many chaotic activities in which I was involved, let me
briefly reiterate just one. Hive building had been put in the timetable
and I was to be in charge, I was told. So I started the first week with
about twelve students, a circular saw, six benches and some hive
plans. I shall ever be thankful that there were so many students
who knew what they were doing. By latching on to the old hands
(who apparently spent up to £200 per term on purchasing what
they had made) I discovered which of the hive plans were wrong.
I found out how to re-set the saw after the motor had cut out and
how to use Aerodux 306 glue.
15
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At this point I must have acted a bit cocky and given the impression
that I was coping, because the ‘maker of decisions’ decided
to have the work benches and the saw moved out of their nice
warm classroom, where woodwork had been carried on from time
immemorial, to a new venue. The new venue was two miles away
in the packing shed of the fruit farm, with no heating, one electric
socket, a concrete floor and a glass roof. Bear in mind this is the
fourth week in September I am talking about.
So I started the class in one place and the very next week we are
moved to somewhere totally unsuitable; I will say this for those
Essex beekeepers who came to hive building in 1983 - we were
never crushed. Cold, hampered, disorganised, yes; but even when
they reduced the lighting to only one side of the building, and
they left the doors open all day so that the wind could reduce the
temperature to that of the outside, we never despaired. With a
kettle using that one electric socket we made coffee and carried
on resolutely. With our woollies, our gloves and flannel underwear
we won through.
I shall start this term with some electric heating, some new tools,
and proposals for under drawing the roof and draught proofing
the doors. I do hope all this luxury will not make me soft. Having
attended six A.G.M.s, of the local divisions in the last month I am
beginning to know some of the 1,000 plus beekeepers in the area.
For those who have supported me in these early days, I shall always
be grateful. No doubt there will be differences of opinion in the
future, but like an American president, I am still on my honeymoon.
Written for Bee Craft in 1984 at the start of a new term as CBI for
Essex at Writtle College.
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Overwintered colonies with marked 2019
locally reared Essex Queens.
All colonies treated for Varroa in September 2019.
These are stock bees surplus to requirements.
4 colonies available in April at £150 per colony – collection only.
National frames for transfer to purchasers’ box.
£20 deposit required.
David McHattie - Braintree Division
Tel: 07768 535 400

17

EBKA

EBKA

18

