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The Changing Face of Beekeeping
Organised by Saffron Walden Division, 

by Vanessa Wilkinson

T he theme of this year’s EBKA conference was The Changing 
Face of Beekeeping. It was organised by Saffron Walden 

Division and held on 20th October at Felsted School. The venue 
provided a well-appointed lecture hall and comfortable refreshment 
area; these were linked by a light, airy space packed with a diverse 
array of stalls, including books, plants, jewellery and bee-related 
goods. There was a lively beekeeping buzz throughout the day! 

There were four presentations. 
Will Messenger, who set up the 
Beekeeping History Trust with 
Chris Parks in 2013, began the 
day with his lecture on The History 
of Beekeeping. Although there 
is archaeological evidence of 
beekeeping in Britain from 4000 
BC, early beekeepers have left few 
traces. Records and artefacts have 
been found, mostly from the 19th 
century, with more detailed records 
available from the 1930s. We were 
given a fascinating glimpse of 
some rare items discovered around 
the country, e.g. The Nailsworth Bee 
Shelter and honey crates dating from 
the 1830s. Will raised the question of ‘Do we need a Beekeeping 
Museum?’ and emphasised the importance of detailed historical 
research to establishing accurate records. He left the audience 
keen to explore the display and artefacts that he had brought to 
the conference. 

Will Messenger.  A photo by 
Anthony Andrews
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Moving from history to the present day 
and current environmental concerns, 
our next lecture was entitled Conserving 
honeybees does not help wildlife. Dr 
Jonas Geldman is a lecturer in the Dept 
of Zoology of Cambridge University with 
an interest in understanding pressures 
and threats to national protected 
areas and whether such areas support 
biodiversity. What are the threats to wild 
bees of beehives sited in conservation 
areas?  Jonas suggested that honeybees 
have the potential to be a direct threat to 
wild bees through resource competition 
and transmission of disease. His research has demonstrated 
the negative effects of spillover of honeybees from crops into 
surrounding natural landscapes. There is also evidence that 
viruses associated with honeybees are found in bumblebees and 
hoverflies.

Wild bees are essential for pollination of a wide range of plants. 
Although the main threats to wild bees are loss of natural habitats, 

mono crop culture, and fertilisers 
and pesticides, honeybees in natural 
landscapes can exacerbate these 
effects. Jonas emphasised the need for 
sensible regulations to ensure that we 
assess the need for pollination of crops 
as well as consider the non-flowering 
period, keep honeybees 1 km outside 
protected areas of value for wild native 
pollinators, and avoid promoting 
honeybees in these areas. There 
were many questions for Jonas from 
concerned members of the audience. 

Dr Jonas Geldman.  A photo 
by Anthony 

Andrews

Professor Stephen Martin.  A 
photo by Anthony Andrews
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Professor Stephen Martin, from the School of Environment and 
Life Sciences, University of Salford, Manchester was our third 
speaker of the morning. The title of his talk was Understanding 
Varroa mite resistance: viral pathogen and varroa reproduction.  
Stephen described some of his early work on Varroa mites, which 
showed that honeybee colonies with a high number of mites can 
survive, but that colonies with the same number of mites collapse, 
if they are infected with viruses. Deformed wing virus (DWV), which 
is commonly studied, is not specific to honeybees. It is found in 
about 64 insect species and is normally transferred orally via a 
food source in bees, e.g. bee bread to larvae. However when 
varroa pick up viruses from infected honeybee colonies, viruses 
are then transferred directly into the bee via the haemolymph.

Stephen’s research showed that when honeybee colonies were 
infected with varroa, there was a huge increase in prevalence of 
DWV and a reduction in DWV diversity, leading to the predominance 
of a single strain, identified as the A strain. Overtime a B strain has 
evolved which is less virulent than the A strain. In a DWV map of the 
Swindon area (2016), it was found that the A strain was decreasing, 
with most colonies infected with the B strain. Surveys in the States, 
where there are 30-40% colony loss rates per year, show that the 
A strain persists. Overall in the UK, colony losses over winter are 
decreasing: in 2018 it was only 8%.

The evolution of long-term varroa tolerance is of great interest to 
beekeepers. In a study of the number of mated female mite offspring 
per reproduction cycle, there was a 33% drop in reproduction in 
surviving colonies compared with susceptible colonies. What is the 
mechanism? In surviving colonies, double the recapping rate of 
cells was observed compared with susceptible colonies. Evidence 
suggests that bees can detect mite-infested cells, they then uncap 
the cells, remove infected brood and recap. Stephen left us with 
the fascinating question ‘How does this lead to mite resistance 
and what are the mechanisms?’.
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Our afternoon speaker was Ged Marshall who described A Year 
in the Life of a Bee Farmer. A beekeeper since he was 15, he set 
up his honey farm in 1994. The statistics were eyewatering: 135 
hives in honey production and 700 mini-nucs, in which he raises 
2000 queens; 10 tons of honey per year is produced, about 80% 
sold in bulk and 20% in jars. He is assisted by his daughter, who is 
responsible for the queen rafting.

Ged took us through his year starting in August, when he requeens 
all swarms, requeens all colonies that have swarmed, and also 
hives that he is not happy with, e.g. are aggressive. He described 
his approaches to varroa treatment, pests and winter feeding, and 
showed us how he overwinters his nucs. No methods of swarm 
control are used on Ged’s honey farm.  He relies on having young 
queens in his hives with a low swarming tendency. He collects 
his own swarms (but not other people’s) and uses bait hives 
successfully.

Once bees are flying in the Spring, hives are checked to see if they 
are queenright or have any problems. He mitigates winter losses 
by having spare Apideas available. Ged takes his colonies to plum 
and cherry orchards in April, and to apples in May. Then he moves 
them to rape fields. After the rape season he will go anywhere for 
borage or, more recently, echium.  A picture of his hives with at 
least 8 supers raised a gasp of appreciation! Honey is harvested 
into large drums and then the season starts again. The impression 
was of a very efficiently run commercial operation and tips were 
noted throughout.

In the final session of the conference, Pauline Tidmas, EBKA Honey 
Show Secretary gave a short resume of the show and read out the 
impressive list of EBKA cups and awards. These were presented 
to the winners by EBKA President, Pat Allen. Romford division 
gained most points in the Honey Show and received a large round 
of applause. Individual prizewinners were heartily congratulated, 
with Mike Barke receiving the highest number of individual cups. 
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The Bee Shed 
Local beekeeping supplies with everything you need for your honey bees 

Open by Appointment:     Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803  or contact 
via the website  www.beeshedstock.co.uk  to arrange a time on the following 

days: 
Mon 1.30pm—5.30pm  Wed 8.30am—12.30pm 
Thurs 1.30pm—5.30pm  Sat 8.30am—12.30pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

Meepshole,  Great Prestons Lane,   
Stock,  Essex   CM4 9RL 

Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor 

Filippo Negri was winner of the BBKA Blue Ribbon for ‘Best in 
Show’.

The results of recent BBKA examinations were reported by 
Stephanie Green, Examinations Secretary. There were a 
notable number of exam successes for EBKA members. Special 
congratulations were given to Stephanie Green and Christine 
Poerschke, who both received Ted Hooper Awards for gaining a 
Distinction in their module exams, and to Paul Wiltshire and Simon 
Perchard, who received Miss Avey Awards for gaining the highest 
marks in their Basic Assessment exams.

The afternoon concluded with the announcement that the next 
EBKA Annual Conference, hosted by Chelmsford division, will take 
place on Saturday 31st October: Vision 2020 and Beyond.

Saffron Walden division are grateful to their conference sponsors: 
P & A Wood; R Andrews Glass Ltd; Hive Consultants; Bee Bombs; 
and Sherriffs. They also thank the many generous stall holders, 
local businesses and members who donated prizes for the very 
popular raffle in aid of Bees Abroad. 
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Divisional meetings around the County
Metings in December 2019

05 20:00-22:00 - Harlow: 
Christmas party, Harlow 
Division

Address: tbc

05 20:00-22:00 - Romford: 
Xmas Social, Romford 
Division

Address: tbc

13 19:30 - Xmas Social and 
craft activity, Braintree 
Division

Address: White Notley 
Village Hall

17 19:30 - 21:30 - CBK Monthly 
Meeting: Quiz night, 
Chelmsford Division

Address: Margaretting 
Village Hall, Wantz Rd, 
Margaretting, Ingatestone, 
CM4 0EP

Meetings in January 2020

09 20:00 - Harlow AGM, 
Harlow Division

Address: tbc

22 19:30 – 21:30 - tba, 
Southend Division

Address: WI Hall, Bellingham 
Lane, Rayleigh SS6 7ED

24 19:00 – 22:00 - Divisional 
AGM and Annual Dinner, 
Saffron Walden Division

Address: Great Dunmow Day 
Centre, CM6 1EQ

24 20:00 - AGM plus speaker 
to be announced, Braintree 
Division

Address: White Notely 
village hall  

  

Stop Press
 

EBKA General Treasurer

A new Treasurer is needed next year for the CEC. The commitment and 
complexity is no more than for a Divisional Treasurer.

If you have suitable skills and little spare time -  please email Jane Ridler, 
Chair, CEC (jane.ridler@uwclub.net)
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EBKA Trustees
President Pat Allen, Hon CLM
Chair of CEC Jane Ridler
E: jane.ridler@uwclub.net
T: 01799 218023
Gen Secretary Tony Rand
E: secretary@ebka.org
Treasurer Paras Shah
E: treasurer@ebka.org
Braintree Bridget Mudd
E: bridget.mudd@yahoo.com
Chelmsford Jan Tutton
E: cec@chelmsfordbeekeepers.com
Colchester Tony Rand
E: tony@agewhatage.com
D.H. & Maldon Glenn Mayes
E: trustee@maldonbeekeepers.org.uk
Epping Forest Don McHale
E: donaldmchale@gmail.com
Harlow  Nick Holmes
E: wwwcight@gmail.com
Romford Paul Wiltshire
E: paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com
Saffron Walden Vanessa Wilkinson
E: swaldensec@ebka.org
Southend Vernon Amor
E: blueboys21@aol.com
EBKA Exams Secretary Steph Green
E: examsec@ebka.org

Divisional Contacts
Braintree  Jan French  T: 07725 166 609
Chelmsford  Fiona Cutting
Colchester  Morag Chase  T: 01206-522576
D.H.  & Maldon  Carlie Mayes  T: 07979-862952
Harlow   Nick Holmes  T: 07730-735752
Epping Forest  Katy Langley  
Romford   Sue Richardson  T: 07971 957333
Saffron Walden  Vanessa Wilkinson T: 07747 506000
Southend  Pat Holden  T: 01702-477592

Regional Bee Inspectors

Epping Forest and Rom-
ford Divisions (excluding 
Brentwood)
Peter Folge
E: peter.folge@apha.gsi.
gov.uk
T: 07775-119433

All other Divisions:
Keith Morgan
E: keith.morgan@apha.
gsi.gov.uk
T: 01485-520838 or 
07919-004215

The Essex Beekeeper 
Magazine & Web site
Editor: Robert Silver
E: robert.silver@outlook.com
T: 07956-487703
Advertising: Jean Smye
E: jsmye@sky.com
Mailing Secretary: Michael Elliott
E: michaelelliott55@sky.com
Web site: Nick Holmes
E: webmaster@ebka.org
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National Honey Show Results 2019

Pat Allen VHC Essex class 269
Mike Barke C World class 5

2nd Essex class 263
3rd Essex class 270
VHC Essex class 262

Clive De Bryne 1st Open class 102
Jan French 3rd Essex class 262

C Essex class 267
HC Essex class 268
HC Essex class 269
2nd Essex class 270
1st Essex class 271

Paul Hughes 3rd Open class 64
John Lacy 3rd Open class 46

C Open class 111
HC Open class 115
VHC Essex class 264
2nd Essex class 269
1st Essex class 270

Fillipo Negri 1st Open class 94
Jim McNeil 3rd Open class 64

HC Open class 111
2nd Essex class 262
3rd Essex class 263
3rd Essex class 265
C Essex class 269
1st Essex class 272
1st Essex class 274
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Rosanna Seels 1st Open class 89
Pauline 
Tidmass

3rd World class 4

HC Member class 151
1st Essex class 262
1st Essex class 269

Romford 
Division

C Open class 32

1st Essex class 263
2nd Essex class 266
3rd Essex class 269

Congratulations to all who entered. If I missed anyone or anything 
out I apologise.

Jim McNeill NHS Rep

PETER DALBY  -  PEBADALE APIARIES

For all your beekeeping and apitherapy supplies

Large Stock held  -  all year round

Competitive prices; any item not stocked to special order

37 Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 8TN

Tel: 01992 622645              Email:    pebadalebees@btinternet.com

Open Mon  -  Sat    Telephone before calling

(any reasonable time)

CLOSED SUNDAY

Agent for E H Thorne and Northern Bee Books
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BBKA Conversion to CIO

At the 2018 Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM), Delegates voted to approve 
the conversion of the existing registered charity into a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation. This required a new constitution to be 
approved. The draft constitution was presented to the 2019 ADM and 
overwhelmingly approved by the Delegates present. The application was 
presented to the Charity Commission in April and finally approved 16th 
September 2019.

I am therefore pleased to confirm that the BBKA is now operating under 
the new charity number 1185343 and the 2020 ADM will be conducted 
under the new constitution. This means that proxy voting will be permitted 
and the standing orders have been amended accordingly. The revised 
standing orders and guidance on how the proxy voting will be conducted 
will follow shortly.

The ADM allowed the Board of Trustees to make minor amendments to 
the wording to meet any requirements set by the Charity Commission. The 
main change imposed by the Charity Commission was an amendment to 
the wording of the charitable objects. The wording of the original object 
to ‘further the craft of beekeeping’ was not acceptable to the Charity 
Commission and after some discussion the following wording was agreed 
by the Board of Trustees and accepted by the Charity Commission: 
‘To advance the education of the public and beekeepers in the craft of 
beekeeping and promote the importance of bees in the environment.’ This 
wording is fundamentally the same as the original and allows the BBKA 
to carry on as before in supporting and furthering the craft of beekeeping 
while meeting the Charity Commission’s requirements

The new constitution is on the BBKA website at www.bbka.org.uk/
bbka-constitution and on the same webpage you will also find Annex C: 
Trustee Discipline and Dispute Resolution Procedure. The guide lines for 
proxy voting can be found in Annex D of the constitution.

Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Stephen Barne 
Chair of Standing Orders & Governance 
stephen.barnes@bbka.org.uk
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