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132nd EBKA Annual Honey Show at the Orsett
Showground on Saturday 7 September 2019
By Michael Webb, Chair of the Show Committee

I

t is now time for you to start to consider and prepare for the
classes you may wish to enter in what is the EBKA’s annual
“Blue Ribbon” event. You can help to make this another memorable
year for Essex Beekeepers. It would be an excellent result if, for a
second year, prize winners from our Show go on at the National
Honey Show to become national and world class champions for
their entries. Well done to our members Mike Barke and Pauline
Tidmas for their well deserved success.

vive in colonies which are subject to a broodless period. However,
Samuel referred back to his distribution map showing that they are
able to live in northern China (next door to Siberia) where the bees
presumably do have times without brood.
There is a lot we don’t know about Tropilaelaps – like what will kill
them. In Thailand, they attempt to control the mites by splitting colonies to make them temporarily broodless – but this does nothing
to aid honey production. Since the mites spend so little time ‘in
the open’, miticides such as Thymol have very little time to work
– maybe MAQS would work since the Formic Acid penetrates the
cell capping, but what would be the correct dose to be effective?
So, the good news is that if you have Tropilaelaps you don’t have
varroa. The bad news is that Tropilaelaps is worse.

In next month’s edition of The Essex Beekeeper (and on the EBKA
Website) there will be this year’s Show Schedule and Entry Form
for you to review and complete. Please take time to go through the
Schedule. This is a great opportunity to showcase to the public the
commitment of our members to producing quality honey and other
products relating to our craft.
Judging is to take place on Friday 6 September and all exhibits
must be delivered by no later than 12 noon on that day. If you are
unable to get your entries to the Show, please arrange within your
Division for the transportation (and collection) to and from the
Show. We are looking for another bumper year of entries of all
classes. Don’t forget that the President’s Cup is presented to the
Division whose members gain the highest number of points in all
classes.

Life membership award
By Jan Tutton, Chelmsford Division

C
EBKA

ongratulations to Roy Hardwick and Richard Alabone on their
fantastic achievement!
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After having been awarded the honour of Divisional Life Membership (DLM) for services rendered to Chelmsford Division (CBK) in
January this year, (see photo with CBK Chairman Brian Spencer)

Tropilaelaps
By Ian Davidson, Warwickshire Beekeepers, via eBees

K

ay and I went to the BBKA Spring Convention – and on the
Friday evening attended the lecture “Tropilaelaps mites: A
fate worse than varroa” by Samuel Ramsey. (Samuel is the guy
who spotted that varroa mites feed on the bee’s fat bodies, not
their haemolymph) It was a very interesting lecture.
Samuel told how he had been working on his PhD on varroa mites
when he was invited to go to Thailand. When he arrived
he was invited to look at the Tropilaelaps mites and he said that first
he ought to look at some varroa, but
they said that they didn’t have any.
He was puzzled – everyone knew
that Asia was where varroa originated. They said that they hadn’t had
varroa since Tropilaelaps had ar- Tropilaelaps mite (Beebase website)
rived.
He showed us a map showing the distribution of Tropilaelaps –
basically all of China and all the way south, but not including Australia.

Roy and Richard went
on to be awarded County Life Membership (CLM)
by a unanimous vote at
the
Essex
Beekeeper
Association (EBKA) AGM in
March.
Well known and well respected across the county
as knowledgeable beekeepers, swarm collecRoy Hardwich and Richard Alabone receivtors, enthusiasts, invening their award from Brian Spencer, CBK
tors, mentors and good
Chairman Brian Spencer
‘all round eggs’, Roy and
Richard have toted up together over 80yrs of service to beekeeping, contributing to the life of CBK and the County, serving at both
divisional and county officer level with 50 years in support of the
County Honey Show alone!
What an amazing achievement and very well deserved of the honour of CLM of EBKA!

Tropilaelaps have transferred from Apis Dorsata (the Giant Honey Bee) to Apis Mellifera and have some similarities in their life
cycle to the varroa mite. Like the varroa, they reproduce in the
cell, feeding on the developing lava/pupa. However, the males can
leave the cell to mate with other females – so, whereas the varroa
mites are very inbred, there is much more opportunity for genetic
diversity with the Tropilaelaps – which could lead to much greater
resistance to treatments. Whereas the varroa mite spends about
a week mooching about the hive before nipping into a cell to reproduce, the Tropilaelaps is back in the cell after just a few hours.
This knowledge has led to the belief that Tropilaelaps cannot surEBKA
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EBKA Trustees

Divisional meetings around the County
Meetings in June 2019

01

14:30-16:30 - Queen rearing
and grafting practical 3,
Saffron Walden Division
Great Easton, Dunmow, CM6
2HD

05

14.30 - Brood inspection
and microscopy with Jane
& Richard Ridler, Saffron
Walden Division
Sewards End Hall, CB10 2LG

15

18:00 - Queen finding
marking & clipping session,
Chelmsford Division

Chair of CEC Jane Ridler
E: jane.ridler@uwclub.net
T: 01799 218023

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding
Brentwood)

Wansted, London, E11 2LN

Gen Secretary Tony Rand
E: secretary@ebka.org

Peter Folge
E: peter.folge@apha.gsi.
gov.uk
T: 07775-119433

14:30-16:30 - Garden party
& talk by Howard Jones,
Project Manager, Orchards
East, Saffron Walden Division

Treasurer
Paras Shah
E: treasurer@ebka.org
Braintree
Bridget Mudd
E: bridget.mudd@yahoo.com

20

19:30-21:00 - Monthly
Meeting - making up nucs,
Chelmsford Division

Harlow
Nick Holmes
E: wwwcight@gmail.com
Romford
Paul Wiltshire
E: paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com

09:00-16:00 - Bee health
day, Romford Division
The Milennium Centre. The
Chase , Dagenham Road,
Romford, RM7 0SS

23
26

Saffron Walden Vanessa Wilkinson
E: swaldensec@ebka.org
Southend
Vernon Amor
E: blueboys21@aol.com

Blackwater Show, Maldon
Division

Keith Morgan
E: keith.morgan@apha.
gsi.gov.uk
T: 01485-520838 or
07919-004215

Beekeeper
Magazine & Web site
Editor: Robert Silver
E: robert.silver@outlook.com
T: 07956-487703
Advertising: Jean Smye
E: jsmye@sky.com
Mailing Secretary: Michael Elliott
E: michaelelliott55@sky.com

Great Chigborough

Web site: Nick Holmes
EBKA Exams Secretary Steph Green
E: webmaster@ebka.org
E: stephgreen711@gmail.com

19:30-21:30 - Global Honeys
and Honey Tasting & ‘Seeding’ Soft-set Honey, by Paul
Kelly, Southend Division

Divisional Contacts
Braintree
Chelmsford
Colchester
D.H. & Maldon
Harlow
Epping Forest
Romford
Saffron Walden
Southend

WI Hall, Bellingham Lane,
Rayleigh SS6 7ED

Divisional Apiary, Hylands
Park, Chelmsford

EBKA

All other Divisions:

Chelmsford
Jan Tutton
E: cec@chelmsfordbeekeeper.com
Colchester
Tony Rand
E: tony@agewhatage.com
D.H. & Maldon Glenn Mayes
E: trustee@maldonbeekeepers.org.uk
Epping Forest Don McHale
The Essex
E: donaldmchale@gmail.com

The Link Trinity Methodist
Church, Chelmsford

20:00-22:00 - Log Hives
by Chris Park, Romford
Division
Chadwick Hall, Main Road,
Gidea Park, Romford RM2 5EL

09

17

Regional Bee Inspectors

Pat Allen, Hon CLM

14:30-15:30 -Dealing with
a colony from hell, Epping
Forest Division

Little Easton, Dunmow

20:00-22:00 - Bee stings
by David McCorkindale,
Harlow Division
Harlow, CM19 5NU

06

16

18:30-20:00 - Shook swarm
& Bailey comb change with
Jane & Richard Ridler, Saffron Walden Division
Sewards End, Saffron
Walden, CB10 2LF

06

15

President
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Jan French
Fiona Cutting
Morag Chase
Carlie Mayes
Nick Holmes
Robin Harman
Sue Richardson
Vanessa Wilkinson
Pat Holden

T: 07725 166 609
T: 01206-522576
T: 07979-862952
T: 07730-735752
T: 07971-237312
T: 07971 957333
T: 07747 506000
T: 01702-477592

EBKA

often highly host-specific, some Bombyliidae are opportunistic and will
attack a variety of hosts. The Bombyliidae include at least 4,500 described
species, and certainly thousands more remain to be described. However,
most species do not often appear in abundance, and compared to other
major groups of pollinators they are much less likely to visit flowering
plants in urban parks or suburban gardens. As a result, this is arguably
one of the most poorly known families of insects relative to its species
richness
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14:30-16.30 Beehives
needn’t cost the earth, Saffron Walden Division

15

Castle Camps, CB21 4TW

30

The Link Trinity Methodist
Church, Chelmsford

15.00 - Apiary meeting,
Braintree Division

21

Great Totham, CM9 8BR

04

Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

20:00–22:00 - Preparation
for Honey Shows, Harlow

24

Address: tbc

A Range of Frames and Foundation

04

Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment
Open by Appointment: Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or

f The Bee Shed Stock
10

Meepshole, Great Prestons Lane,
Stock, Essex
CM4 9RL

19:30–21:30 - Topic to be
announed soon, Southend
Division
WI Hall, Bellingham Lane,
Rayleigh SS6 7ED

20:00–22:00 - How to
impress the Show Judges,
Romford Division

28

Chadwick Hall, Main Road,
Gidea Park, Romford RM2 5EL

Email: beeshed@btinternet.com

14:30 - Show Preparation,
Saffron Walden Division
Address:tbc

Meetings in July 2019

The Bee Shed

19:30–21:00 - Monthly
Meeting - easy honey
extraction, Chelmsford
Divison

19:00–21:00 - Beginners
Theory - Preparing for
Winter, Saffron Walden
Division

15:00 - Apiary meeting
(Telephone Brian Grigg
07748-202350). Queen
introduction and tour of the
barn, Braintree Division
Grange Barn Grange Hill,
Coggeshall, CO6 1RE

Thaxted Day Centre, Vicarage
Ln, CM6 2RL
PETER DALBY - PEBADALE APIARIES
For all your beekeeping and apitherapy supplies
Large Stock held - all year round
Competitive prices; any item not stocked to special order
37 Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 8TN
Tel: 01992 622645

Email:

Open Mon - Sat

pebadalebees@btinternet.com

Telephone before calling

(any reasonable time)
CLOSED SUNDAY
Agent for E H Thorne and Northern Bee Books
EBKA

8

5

EBKA

2019 International year of the ﬂy
By David Cudby, Saffron Walden Division

T

he year 2019 was formally designated as international “Year of the
Fly” at the 9th International Congress of Dipterology in Windhoek,
Namibia in November 2018. 2019 is intended as a celebration of flies and
their role in nature and human society. During the year the intention is to
educate the general public about the diversity, significance and beauty of
flies and how they affect our lives. “Year of the Fly” is also an opportunity
for fly specialists to showcase their research work and new discoveries
in the field and make these more widely known. Through this site, social
media, public lectures and temporary museum displays, the fascinating
world of flies will be revealed to a wider audience and encourage interest
in the group.http://yearofthefly.org
There are more flies in the UK (over 7000 species) than there are mammals
across the globe. And some of these are incredibly rare –Fonseca’s seed
fly as championed by Buglife is one of our rarest endemic invertebrates
in the UK, and is just limited to a short stretch of coastline in northern
Scotland. This species needs protection as much as any of its much larger
cousins. www.buglife.org.uk.

Dipterists Forum seeks to increase the knowledge of all UK species by
running courses, talks and promoting the recording schemes to help
us monitor populations. In today’s climate, where land use and climate
change threaten our biodiversity, it is critical that we understand our biota.
And the flies make up such an important part of that, getting their tarsi
stuck into all sorts of ecological pies from pollination, decomposition,
predation, vectors to feeding us and our livestock. No other group of
animals are so ecologically diverse. And look so gorgeous whilst doing
so. www.dipterists.org.uk/year-of-the-fly.
As I said I have written before about Bee Flies
but I would like to give them another go. There
are several species present in UK. The photo is
of a species found each spring in my own garden
and is probably the most common species found
in southern England. Its very long proboscis and
bossy buzzing quickly have our attention. Despite
its bee like furriness it is a fly, it does not sting but
it will persist in buzzingaround your head if you are
in its territory. http://www.uksafari.com/beefly.htm.
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This Bee Fly (The Dark-Edged, Bombyliusmajor) is a parasite of solitary
bees. https://www.buglife.org.uk/bugs-and-habitats/dark-edged-bee-fly.
Here is an extract from the Buglife website. Their larvae are parasitoids
of the larvae of mining bees which usually nest in colonies in soil such as
woodlands or even your flower beds and lawns. Female bee-flies hover
a few inches above mining bee nesting areas and flick eggs onto the
ground with a rapid twist of the body. They actually collect fine dust in a
little chamber at their rear end just prior to this, as the eggs need to be
dust-coated before they are laid. Once a bee-fly egg hatches the larva
crawls into the underground nest cell of a host bee. Once the host grub
is sufficiently large, the bee-fly larva attaches itself and starts to suck out
the body fluids of the host species!
The Dark Edged Bee Fly has made an appearance each spring in our
garden every year since we moved here in 2007. We usually have quite
a few taking nectar from sunny flower borders. Once I realised that
they were harmless to me I have regarded them as no threat to my well
being and something to be enjoyed and marvelled at for their impressive
appearance and life cycle.
As a lover of wild bees I realise that the Bee Fly’s parasitic modus operandi
does impact on solitary bees but I accept that is nature’s way.
As usual Wikipedia offers material on Bee Flies. https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Bombyliidae. Here is an extract which indicate show diverse and
widespread Bee Flies are.
The Bombyliidaeare a large family of flies comprising hundreds of
genera, but the lifecycles of most species are known poorly, or not at all.
They range in size from very small (2mm in length) to very large for flies
(wingspan of some 40mm). When at rest, many species hold their wings
at a characteristic “swept back” angle. Adults generally feed on nectar
and pollen, some being important pollinators, often with spectacularly
long probosces adapted to plants such as Lapeirousia species with very
long, narrow floral tubes. Unlike butterflies, bee flies hold their proboscis
straight, and cannot retract it. In parts of East Anglia, locals refer to them
as beewhals, thanks to their tusk-like appendages. Many Bombyliidae
superficially resemble bees and accordingly the prevalent common
name for a member of the family is bee fly.
Possibly the resemblance is mimicry, affording the adults some protection
from predators. The larval stages are predators or parasitoidsof the eggs
and larvae of other insects. The adult females usually deposit eggs in the
vicinity of possible hosts, quite often in the burrows of beetles or wasps/
solitary bees. Although insect parasitoids usually are fairly host-specific,
7
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