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Divisional Meetings - July and August 2018

President of EBKA

Meetings in July:
3 July

Tuesday
7.30pm

5 July

Thursday
8.00pm

WHO’S WHO & HOW TO CONTACT THEM

Saffron
Walden

Preparing for Winter. Thaxted Day Centre,
Vicarage Lane, CM6 2RL

Harlow

Tbc.
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow
CM19 5PA

EBKA Trustees:
Ian Nichols

Pat Allen Hon CLM

Chairman: 17 Dyers Hall Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4AD
email ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk tel. 0208 558 4733 / 07980 299 638

Secretary:
[Position Vacant]

5 July

Thursday
8.00pm

Romford

14 July

Saturday

Colchester

Tbc. Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park
RM2 5EL
Tbc

16 July

Monday
7.30pm

Honey Show Preparation - Jim McNeill & WI
Chelmsford member. The Link, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2XB

18 July

Wed
6.00pm

Dengie 100
& Maldon

21 July

Saturday
2.30pm

21 July

Saturday
2.30pm

25 July

Wed
7.30pm

29 July

Sunday
3.00pm

Saffron
Walden

Requeening - is it too late? Carters Apiary,
Maldon

Treasurer: Kingfishers, 2 Chandlers, Burnham-on-Crouch CM0 8NY
email t.keeper@btinternet.com tel: 07722 454 974 / 01621 784 626

Stuart Mitson
Jan Tutton
Tony Rand

stuart.mitson@btinternet.com
cec@chelmsfordbeekeeper.com
tony@agewhatage.com

Braintree
Chelmsford
Colchester

Kate Tuerena

trustee@maldonbeekeepers.org.uk

Dengie Hundred & Maldon

Don McHale

donaldmchale@gmail.com

Epping Forest

Nick Holmes

wwwcight@gmail.com

Harlow

Paul Wiltshire
Vanessa Wilkinson
Jean Smye

paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com
vwilkinson27@hotmail.com
jsmye@sky.com

Romford
Saffron Walden
Southend

Divisional Contacts:
Braintree:

Jan French

07725 166 609

Chelmsford:

Colchester: Morag Chase 01206 522 576

Apiary Meeting — High Roding CM6 1NN

Harlow:

Nick Holmes

07730 735 752

100 year celebration & BBQ - Wanstead
Apiary.

Southend

The Magic of Birds in Your Garden Grahem Mee (RSPB South East Essex
Group). W.I. Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh
SS6 7ED.
Apiary Meeting - Great Totham CM9 8BR
Contact: Jean Gill 01621 891 422
or Joyce Wells 01376 518 541.

Southend:

Epping Forest: Robin Harman 07971 237 312

EBKA Education Secretary:

Pat Allen 01708 220 897

EBKA Examinations Secretary:

Jane Ridler
Old Barn House, 36 Walden Road,
Sewards End, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2LF
01799 218 023
jane.ridler@uwclub.net
Pat Allen
8 Franks Cottages, St Mary’s Lane,
Upminster, Essex RM14 3NU
01708 220 897
pat.allen7@icloud.com

The Essex Beekeeper Magazine:
Editor:

David Smye

email: dsmye@lineone.net tel. 07710 197 078

Advertising:

Jean Smye

email: jsmye@sky.com

Mailing Secretary:

Michael Elliott

tel. 07731 856 361

email: michaelelliott55@sky.com

Printed by Streamset, 12 Rose Way, Purdeys Industrial Estate, Rochford, Essex SS4 1LY

Web site:

Date and venue:

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region:

Saturday 3rd November 2018 10 - 4pm
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Romford:

Pat Holden 01702 477 592

Book NOW ….. ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018
Chelmsford City Racecourse
Great Leighs, CM3 1QP
Tickets £25

James Curtis 07940 757 831

D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes 07979 862 952

Saffron Walden: Vanessa Wilkinson 01799 542 337

Epping
Forest

Braintree

Tom Keeper

Details on page 4

Nick Holmes

email: webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood):
Peter Folge
peter.folge@apha.gsi.gov.uk
tel. 07775 119 433
All other Divisions:
Keith Morgan keith.morgan@apha.gsi.gov.uk tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215
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Alarming news from France …….

Meetings in August:
2 Aug

Thursday
8.00pm

Romford

Tbc. Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park
RM2 5EL

2 Aug

Thursday
8.00pm

Harlow

Honey Show. Kings Church, Red Willow,
Harlow CM19 5PA

Honey Bee Crisis 15

4 Aug

Saturday
2.30pm

Saffron
Walden

Hive Hygiene - Wimbish CB10 2UY

On April 6 my neighbour, Francois, went out to
visit his hives. A professional beekeeper, Francois
kept his 350 hives in many different places around
the department. Varroa Destructor mites, Asiatic
hornets, viral fungal and bacterial infections, land
management practices that limit the quality and
availability of food supplies and, of course,
pesticides - all make for a hostile environment for
bees and his practice of dispersing his hives had
kept his losses over winter to around 10% in the
past. On April 6 this year he realised he had lost
around 245 out of 350 hives. On the phone with
his syndicate he found that he was not the only
one. Beekeepers in Brittany lost 20,000 hives this
Spring.
Reports have reached the Syndicate des
Apiculteurs Professionnels de Bretagne from
Charente, Dordogre, Isere and Normandy of the
same dreadful death toll, up to 80% in some
cases. Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) is a new
name for an ancient mystery, when the majority of
worker bees vanish from the hive, leaving the
queen, immature bees and a few nurse bees. The
new name for this kind of disappearance became
necessary when, in 2006, it was recognised to be increasing across Europe,
but something quite frightening has happened this year. The 2018 losses in
France may almost double the worst statistics of previous years, and bees
are bio-indicators of the quality of our environment.
The independent bee keepers of our region are on their last legs. They
gathered together in Le Faouet on April 30 and set off in a convoy mortuaire
for the Chamber of Agriculture in Rennes. Short of a miracle, it looks as if
local honey will soon be disappearing from our supermarket shelves.

18 Aug

Saturday
2.30pm

Epping
Forest

Q’s + A’s + B’s - Wanstead Apiary.

19 Aug

Sunday
3.00pm

Braintree

Apiary meeting and BBQ - Wethersfield
RSVP for BBQ.
Contact John Barlow 01376 850 756 / 07889
495 377

20 Aug

Monday
7.30pm

Chelmsford

Gardening for Bees - Darren Lerigo. The
Link, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2XB

22 Aug

Wed
7.30pm

Southend

Bee Easy - a social information evening.
Come with questions or subjects to discuss.
W I Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh SS6 7ED.

22 Aug

Wed
7.30pm

Dengie 100
& Maldon

26/27
Aug

Sunday/
Monday

Saffron
Walden

[The Central Brittany Journal is an English language newspaper
published for ex-pats in Brittany.]
Central Brittany Journal - June 2018

Honey Bee Crisis

Apiary Meeeting - Harvesting.
Apiary, Burnham-on-Crouch

Divisional Honey Show at the Countess of
Warwick’s Show, Little Easton CM6 2JJ

Would each Division ensure that their meeting details - topic, venue and time
are notified to the editor at dsmye@lineone.net by the 4th of the month so that
a comprehensive list is available to members.

The editor would welcome more news and reports of meetings around the
county from Divisional members. Most Divisions are publishing a monthly
Newsletter, so why not spread the news wider by having it included in The
Essex Beekeeper?
Send articles, photographs, etc to David Smye at

dsmye@lineone.net

and …
If you have equipment, bees, nucs, etc for sale, as an EBKA member you
can advertise here free of charge and reach many more potential buyers.

Peter Denenberg, Cohiniac (22)
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Arcadia
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EBKA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018
‘Bees and Well Being’
The theme of our conference is the ways in which bees enrich our lives and
make a difference to our world. Bees promote biodiversity by providing
essential pollination for a wide range of crops. Honey is becoming a
powerful new weapon in the battle against hospital-acquired infections.
Being around bees can raise a person’s self-esteem and the educational
benefits are now being recognised.
Let’s learn more from our three speakers.
Speakers:

Bunny Campione, Daws Hall Trust
Many of you will know Bunny from the Antiques Roadshow, but you may not
be aware that she is a fellow beekeeper.

Dr Rowena Jenkins, Swansea University Medical School,
Department of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases.
Rowena is a lecturer in microbiology.

Chris Newenham, Managing Director, Wilkin & Sons Ltd
Chris will be speaking about the importance of bees as pollinators and the
collaboration between beekeepers and agriculturists.
Date and venue:

Payment:
By cheque payable to:

Saturday 3rd November 2018

Drone
brood
takes
about
Photo : Jean Smye
nine days from
egg to cell sealing, therefore remove on alternate inspections during the
swarming season. Do not leave for more than twenty two days to avoid the
brood hatching, which would be counter productive.
If, towards the end of the period, the bees produce worker brood, move the
frame to the side of the chamber until hatched, then remove it for the
remainder of the season.
adapted from information by the NBU with additional photographs.

Send to: Neil Reeve, Hilly Ley, High
Easter, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 4QZ

Chelmsford City Racecourse

BACS Transfer:
Sort code 20-97-40 Account number
80089230

Tickets £25
•

Now is the time
to start this,
early in the
season
when
the
colony
begins
drone
rearing in April
and
continue
until July.

EBKA Braintree Division.

10 - 4pm
Great Leighs, CM3 1QP

This method of varroa control can slow the mite population by approximately
50%, but should be used with other methods to reduce the mite population
to safe levels.

Registration and view trade
stands from 9am

Reference EBKA Conference.
Send an email to
neil.reeve@btinternet.com

•

Three excellent speakers

•

Coffee and Danish pastries on to advise transfer has been made and you
will receive an e-ticket by return.
arrival.

•

Buffet lunch

•

Afternoon tea and cakes

•

Raffle and trade stands

Cash:

Cash to Braintree Committee members
when visiting Divisional meetings

The Bee Shed
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

A Range of Frames and Foundation
Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment
Open by Appointment:
Email:

f

Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or
beeshed@btinternet.com
The Bee Shed Stock

Meepshole, Great Prestons Lane, Stock, Essex

(a ticket will be given immediately)
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Why is Drone Brood often at the Bottom of the Comb ?
Apparently honey bees are unique in placing drone brood cells at the edges
of combs, whereas other bee species place them throughout the brood nest.
In his book, ‘The Biology of the Honey Bee’, Mark Winston suggests several
reasons:

Grouping drone cells may assist the queen in laying batches of
fertilised and unfertilised eggs.


Grouping different cell sizes makes the comb more uniform and
consequently, stronger.



Drone brood is more expendable than worker brood, and when
temperatures fall and the cluster tightens and becomes smaller, the
drones are the first to chill.



Drones can withstand cooler and less constant temperatures than
workers because they are larger and mature more slowly.

Queen’s Birthday Honour for Essex Beekeeper
The citation was as follows:

Order of the British Empire - Medallist of the Order of the British
Empire
Edward Leszek GRADOSIELSKI - For services to Beekeeping
and voluntary service.
Congratulations to Ted who was recognised not only for his beekeeping but
also for his voluntary work.
.
He became President of the
Rotary Club in Hoddesdon in
2016.
At the end of 2017, Ted was
made a Liveryman in the City of
London
joining
the
Wax
Chandlers Guild who have
always had a close relationship
with the British Beekeepers
Association.

Useful for Varroa Control
Whatever the reason this behaviour can be used as part of a useful varroa
management technique. Varroa mites favour drone brood for breeding
because drones take three days longer to hatch and therefore varroa
breeding is more productive. Beekeepers can encourage the bees to
produce extra drone brood that can be culled/destroyed.
One method of doing this is to insert a
shallow ‘super’ frame with drawn comb
centrally in the brood chamber between two
full brood frames. The bees will normally
building drone comb below the bottom bar
to the depth of the brood frames. When
most of the cells are capped it is simple to
Photo : Cookevillebeekeepers.com
remove the drone brood with the hive tool or
knife. Dispose of this in a plastic bag, and reinsert the frame for another
cycle.
A tidier method is to insert a full sized
brood frame with a bottom bar secured
horizontally across the centre and
foundation only in the top half. The
whole lower section can then be
disposed of, or a portion, if desired.

Ted says he has concentrated
on rearing gentle Queens whose
workers will not sting beginner
beekeepers.
The letter informing him of his award came on 3rd May from the Cabinet
Office. Ted said:
"I am absolutely delighted and totally surprised! Never had a clue that a
group of people thought me worthy of such an honour. My most sincere
thank you goes to all those that submitted answers to the questions that
must have been asked by the Main Honours Committee in the different
aspects of my hobbies, interests and charitable works. Unfortunately I don’t
get to meet the Queen – or visit Buckingham Palace! My medal presentation
will be done by the local Lord Lieutenant but I do get an invitation to a Royal
Garden Party in 2019."
Ted was interviewed on Saturday June 9, as the award was made public, on
the breakfast show on BBC Radio Essex with Kath Melandri.

Photo : Jean Smye
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Ken Barker
President of Epping Forest
Division
28 January 1932 — 17 May 2018

Do workers move eggs – evidence!
Article and photographs courtesy of Vita Bee Health
Can bees can move eggs around a colony? It’s often a subject of debate.
Until this weekend, I had never seen any convincing evidence of it, but then I
saw this as I was extracting the spring harvest:
Even though a clearer
board
had
persuaded
nearly all the bees to leave
for the super and brood box
below, some persistent
bees stayed on. On an
adjacent frame I found a
smattering of drone brood
— and then the queen cell
on this frame.

Ken was born in Leyton in 1932 and lived
virtually all his life in Buckhurst Hill, which is
where he met Jean, his future wife, when
they were in their teens.
Woodworking was Ken's trade and after taking an apprenticeship as a wheelright he worked in the Stratford rail yards and later, near Buckhurst Hill as a
joiner. Both he and Jean committed themselves to lifelong involvement in
local groups, including the Scouts and the allotment society. In the mid1980s Ken caught the beekeeping fever and had the skill and craftsmanship
to make his hives and equipment, some of which is still in use today.
Ken's lengthy Committee work for the Epping Forest Division was the main
reason that the Association survived the decline in the popularity of beekeeping: at one time membership was twelve. He trained hundreds of beekeepers for over two decades and was always on call to resolve beekeeping
questions with good humour and straightforward advice.
For the last few years Ken was Life President, Honorary Member and
Disease Officer, roles which he thoroughly enjoyed as they enabled him to
maintain his beekeeping friendships. He was the only beekeeper authorised
by the Corporation of London to keep bees on their land in Epping Forest,
and in Buckhurst Hill he was known as 'The Beeman' and would be asked for
'a jar of sticky', as he used to call his honey. Curiously, Ken did not like or
eat honey.

On an ideal sky-blue beekeeping day his funeral was accompanied by beekeepers from the past and present, and by family and friends. The coffin was
draped with red roses, and lying with them was Ken's beekeeping veil. We
left the service to the tune of Arthur Askey's “I’m a Busy Bee” which definitely
raised the spirits.
Ken Barker, beekeeper and old-school gentleman, will remain long in our
memories as a craftsman with a warm and robust humour who gave life-long
service to local culture. Above all, he will be remembered by many for his
lengthy and sturdy support of the craft of beekeeping.
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Was it just a play cup taken
a bit too seriously or was
there anything in it?
There she was!
A developing queen pupa.

I can’t be certain which colony the super
had come from, but I knew for certain the
apiary and that only one colony appeared
to be in queen-cell making mode. The
queen had been removed to another box,
so I must assume that after her removal
the bees decided to move an egg up into
the super and make it into a queen.
When the queen was in the hive, a queen
excluder had been in place.
Turlough
Vita’s Guest Beekeeper Blogger
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Fun with Pollen Traps by Bob Smith NDB
- 3 May 2018

Walter Gee
Chelmsford Division

In a well illustrated talk we learned from this Master Beekeeper why pollen
is important, how it is used and the kit needed to make pollen traps. Pollen
is an important source of nutrients, bees obtain protein which is important
for colony nutrition and nurse bees feed it to the brood. Bees are well
adapted for carrying pollen which is stored in the hive.

Sadly, Walter passed
Sunday 10 June.

From his base in Kent, Bob Smith illustrated how he has developed his own
pollen traps, which are also available commercially. The bees returning with
pollen before entering the hive go through a grid where the pollen drops into
a collecting tray. The traps are installed for collection in a 10 minute period
at various hours during the day and month. The pollen on these trays is
then analysed and sorted into the different colours. It is necessary for a
competent level of microscopy in order to collect the data and record the
results.

Michael Webb Romford Division

PETER DALBY - PEBADALE APIARIES
For all your beekeeping and apitherapy supplies

Large Stock held - all year round

He had many friends across EBKA
as he often attended cross-county
events.
He always entered the Essex and
National Honey Shows and won the
Dodds Cup in 2017.

A staunch supporter of
Northampton United Football
Club.

Funeral on Tuesday 3 July at
13.30hrs
at
Chelmsford
Crematorium.

Competitive prices; any item not stocked to special order

37 Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 8TN
Tel: 01992 622645

Email: pebadalebees@btinternet.com

Open Mon - Sat Telephone before calling
(any reasonable time)
CLOSED SUNDAY
Agent for E H Thorne and Northern Bee Books
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on

Walter was a member of Chelmsford
Division, but he also attended many
meetings at Braintree.

When analysing the results of the pollen collected it was clear bees like wild
flowers as a good source of pollen, mainly from poppy, rosebay willow herb,
bramble and clover. Not so much is collected from flowers in the daisy
family. Bob also noted the importance of tree pollen much of which is wind
pollinated.
In what was an enjoyable and entertaining presentation, the final word was
from a member of the audience who noted that whilst the talk was entitled
“Fun with Pollen Traps” it wasn’t much fun for the bees whose hard work as
foragers was lost in the collecting tray!

away
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Celebrations across Essex of

The cut-away hive was a great
aid to explaining the layout and
workings of a colony of honey
bees.

WORLD HONEY BEE DAY
Sunday 20 May 2018

Members of Braintree
Division at the Essex
Young Farmers Show
which
coincided
with
World Bee Day. They did
160 rolled candles and
completely sold out of
honey.
There was an observation
hive and a display of beekeeping equipment.
Margaret Clay, Roy & Helen Hardwicke, Jan French, Mike Able, Colin
Mummery, Fiona Cutting, Peter Aldridge and David Lockie (some of whom
are in the above photo) supported the stall: talking about bees, beekeeping
and honey to over 1200 people who visited the Chelmsford Division stand
at the National Flower Show at Hylands House, Chelmsford. Peter also
spoke from the Village Green Stage on each of the three days, entertaining
and informing hundreds more people.

Library Picture

The marquee was full of people interested to learn about bees and
beekeeping. There were plenty of helpers from Braintree Division and the

EBKA members at the
RHS Hyde Hall Wildlife
Days on 19/20th May.

The new Centenary display continued to attract visitors and we gave away
packets of wildflower seeds that are great for pollinators.
The cut-away hive again proved to be a great attraction and Mike, Peter,
Roy and Colin did a sterling job explaining just how we manage a colony of
bees to produce honey. We even had a visitor from Latvia who considered
our winters rather warm and mild. Usually having to contend with -26 degoC,
he couldn’t understand why we thought we had just had a cold winter.
Special thanks go to Margaret Clay for organising and leading the teams and
to Peter Aldridge for his work in putting together the Centenary display kit.
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Photo: Jean Smye
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