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year 
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1 March 
Thursday 

8.00pm 
Harlow 

Soap Making with Dr Sara Robb.   

Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow 

1 March 
Thursday 

8.00pm 
Romford 

Swarm Control.- Norman McDonald.   

Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park RM2 5EL 

13 March 
Tuesday 

7.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

The History of Beekeeping - Jane Ridler,   

Sewards End Hall, Radwinter Rd CB10 2LG 

15 March 
Thursday 

7.30pm 

Epping 

Forest 
Leap into Spring.  Chingford Horticultural Hall. 

19 March 
Monday 

7.30pm 
Chelmsford 

10 Mistakes made by Beekeepers - The Link, 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2XB 

21 March 
Wed 

7.30pm 

Dengie 100 

& Maldon 

Coping with the Swarm urge - Clive deBruyn 

The Oakhouse, High Street, Maldon CM9 5PR 

23 March 
Friday 

8.00pm 
Braintree 

Honey Processing  - White Notley Village hall CM8 

1RH 

28 March 
Wed 

7.30pm 
Southend 

Helping the Honeybee - Darren Lerigo.   

The WI Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh  SS6 7ED 

5 April 
Thursday 

8.00pm 
Romford 

Top Bar Hive - Peter Aldridge.   

Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park RM2 5EL 

5 April 
Thursday 

8.00pm 
Harlow 

The Shook swarm - Kings Church, Red Willow,  

Harlow 

16 April 
Monday 

7.30pm 
Chelmsford 

Queen rearing & swarm Control - The Link, Rains-

ford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2XB 

17 April 
Tuesday 

7.30pm 

Saffron  

Walden 

Queen Rearing by Ted Gradosielski.   

Foakes Hall, 47 Stortford Rd, Great Dunmow CM6 

1DG 

18 April 
Wed 

7.30pm 

Dengie 100 

& Maldon 

The role of the NBU - Mike Brown (National Bee 

Unit) - The Oakhouse, High Street, Maldon CM9 6QX 

19 April 
Thursday 

7.30pm 

Epping 

Forest 
Tba - Chingford Horticultural hall 

29 April 
Sunday 

3.00pm 
Braintree 

Apiary meeting - Coney Green, Great Bardfield CM7 

4PV - Pat Rowland 01376 326 036 

Don’t forget  

As an EBKA member you can attend the meetings of any of 

the 9 Divisions - but be courteous and let the Secretary/

Divisional Contact know that you will be attending. 

(if only to ensure there’s enough tea). 

Divisional Meetings  - dates for March & April 2018 
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RICHARD (DICK) THOMAS   

9
th

 September 1938 to 12th January 2018. 

 

Obituary by Clive de Bruyn 
 

The sad news that Dick Thomas had died on Friday January 12th was       

announced at the BBKA Annual Delegates meeting on the following 

day.  The ‘minute’s silence’ for Dick and the other beekeepers whose 

death in the last year had been announced was especially felt by all 

those who knew Dick. 
 

Dick’s first introduction to Essex and beekeeping came at the age of 8 

when he was sent to a Quaker boarding school in Saffron Waldon 

with his brother.  He was acquainted with bees by the science master 

who kept bees in the quad.  Dick was able to help with the mead  

making. 

After leaving school Dick spent a year in France and gained a                  

Baccalaureate.  He also did a mixed science BSc in chemistry,    

physics and maths at Bristol followed by a teaching certificate in     

Oxford.  After Oxford he spent two years in Austria, first in Vienna 

then in Innsbruck working freelance on technical translations.  Dick’s 

knowledge and fluency in languages came to the fore when he was 

the BFA European rep at various times.  I found him especially       

valuable on our visits to beekeepers in Europe. 

Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania was Dick’s next port of call where he 

taught maths and science at an Anglican boarding school for four 

years.  In 1966 he met and married Margaret.  Their first child     

Leonard (Lenny) was born during this time abroad.  On the families 

return to England they settled in Thorpe Bay, Southend on Sea.  At 

that time Dick had a job with Burroughs Computing.  Their daughter 

Bridget (Biddy) was born in Essex.   

They were both interested in keeping bees and when in 1973 they            

approached the local equipment supplier, Geoff Bazin; he insisted 

they attend beekeeping classes before he sold them equipment.  

(How wise).  
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Ted Hooper was, at that time, the County Beekeeping lecturer at  

Writtle College.  It was under the guidance of Ted that Dick and    

Margaret were introduced to the fascinating world of bees.  There is a 

record of Dick attending an outdoor Southend meeting at Rochford on 

the 18th May 1974.  Later that year, in July, the whole family attended 

a meeting at South Benfleet.  
 

Beekeeping took up a lot of free time, starting with a few hives and 

gradually increasing to 40 plus once the children left home.  Dick and 

Margaret were active at the very epicentre of Southend and Essex 

Beekeeping educational and organisational activities.  For many years 

Dick played various executive roles at both divisional and county    

level.  He became chairman of the Essex Beekeeping Association for 

a number of years and helped redraft the Essex constitution.  
 

Dick was active at a national level on the BBKA executive committee 

and was party to rearranging the BBKA constitution.  He was elected 

in 1986 to serve a three-year term and subsequently re-elected for a 

further three-year term in 1988, thus serving for six years in total.  He 

proved a very useful member of the executive, his skills, knowledge 

and contributions to debate making him a valuable participant.  Dick 

also served on the Sprays and Pesticides Committee, (1987 – 91), 

the Agenda and Standing Orders Committee 1988 -1989 as well as 

chairing the Forward Planning Committee.  Dick was always able to 

get on with things without the distracting strife that is now evident.  I 

very much enjoyed serving on various committees with Dick. 
 

At the June meeting of Southend BKA, just before their departure to 

Scotland in 2009, Dick and Margaret were awarded the status of  

Honorary Life Membership for all they had done for the division over 

the last 35 years.  In his appreciation the then president, Harry    

Stennett, said that the Thomas’s had made outstanding contributions 

to beekeeping in the county of Essex and nationally.  He went on to 

say that they were noteworthy in that they had both been successful 

in their chosen professions, Dick as a teacher and administrator and 

Margaret as a physiotherapist, as well as remarkable beekeepers.  Of 

Dick he quoted from Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’  “This fellow’s wise 

enough to play the fool and to do that well, craves wit”. 
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When Dick and Margaret moved to Scotland they were sorely missed.  

In 2011 Dick was diagnosed with vascular dementia.  Gradually this 

disease took away his language ability.  I always knew that if I asked 

Dick to proof read anything or translate something for me the result 

would be first-rate.  For someone like Dick who had a fantastic     

command of langue this loss must have been a sad blow.  
 

I have visited Dick and Margaret in Scotland annually.  Last year we 

were able to go walking together.  He was physically fit at that time 

after recovering from a chest infection.  He had then lost the ability to 

do Sudoku, a last remaining skill.  He must have found this and       

dependence on others hard. In his own words he always “loved words 

and numbers”.  
 

There will be a private family cremation but Margaret, with her son 

and daughter Lenny and Biddy, will hope to have a celebration of 

Dick's life later in the year.  I once more quote Dick’s words - “Love to 

you all and remember me as whole” 
 

Clive de Bruyn. 

A youthful picture of Dick Thomas as a BBKA Executive   

member in the late 1980’s.  Photograph courtesy of David 

Charles, former president of the BBKA, who worked with Dick 

at ‘Mission Control’ in the late 80’s/90’s. 
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The renewed ban on the use of Neonicotinoids, 

the promise of government reforms on the   

stewardship of our priceless asset ‘The Land’ and an uncertain future post 

Brexit has made 2017 an eventful year.  A mild winter, which was             

exceptionally dry and an early spring with many crops going over too quickly 

together with early swarming, was followed by heavy rain and wind in July.  

We had the confirmed sighting and destruction of Asian Hornet nests again, 

which suggests it is only a question of time when we have a sighting in    

Essex.   
 

EBKA members cannot have failed to notice the work that our volunteers, 

both at Divisional and County levels have done on members’ behalf.  It is 

important for members to get involved, otherwise nothing will happen.  Our 

membership remains stable with enthusiastic new members getting involved 

in the craft.  To those members I ask that they also consider helping others 

at Divisional and County level.  The Association needs your support.  I thank 

everyone who has worked on the CEC while I have been Chair and welcome 

all of those who have stood up and volunteered to fill the vacated posts.  

Sadly like any community we lose friends and members.  Dick Thomas, who 

passed away in January was a former Chairman of the Association’s Central 

Executive Committee (CEC).  He did a huge amount to make the EBKA 

what it is today.    
 

We have a new County Treasurer, Tom Keeper who is getting to grips with 

ensuring our financial position remains strong with good reserves.  We have 

reviewed our capitation where, for the past two years, we have absorbed the 

rise by the BBKA. With Tom’s advice we now find we are unable to support 

this and fees have to be aligned reversing the previous decision by the CEC.  

This is necessary to allow us to support our charitable objectives.  
 

Chairman’s  

Annual 

 Report 
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The navigator of the EBKA has been Michael Webb, the General Secretary 

who, for the past four years, organized the workload of the CEC and         

arranged our AGMs.  Michael will step down this year as his term of office 

has come to an end.  He has given his time freely and ensured that the CEC 

considered issues in a fair and balanced way.  We appreciate all his work in 

shaping the CEC and the EBKA.  Michael will continue to chair the Show 

Committee.  
 

Jean Smye, the Editor of the ‘Beekeeper’, is retiring after five years of      

dedicated work meticulously producing the monthly magazine, which goes 

back to the 1930s.  It is imperative to look towards the future on what       

platforms we deliver our magazine to show good use of members’ fees.  
 

Our Divisions are collectively represented by Divisional Voting Members 

(DVMs) at the CEC.  As Accountable Trustees they perform a very important 

role in stewardship of the EBKA as laid down by the Charity Commission.  

We set up a Governance Sub Committee last year to look in depth at our 

organization.  It is important that we can demonstrate good governance    

taking account of the new data protection legislation, which comes into force 

in May.  This Sub Committee is led by Ted Gradosieiski with a very skilful 

and dedicated team.  It has been very hard work for these volunteers.  
 

Our education programme continues to make progress with members taking      

exams.  We held countywide Module workshops as well as the Basic        

Examination workshops run by our Master Beekeepers, Jane and Richard 

Ridler, who successfully teach “old dogs new tricks”.  Well done to all.   
 

We would like to see more members take advantage of all EBKA funded               

opportunities.  The 2017 NBU Bee Health Day at Cooped Hall was a great 

success with Regional RBI’s Keith Morgan and Sandra Gray combining with 

help from members of Epping Forest Division.  We also said our goodbye 

and thanks to Peter Heath, the SBI retiring after 40 years.  Next year we 

would like to see new faces at this county wide event.  It is a unique situation 

to hear and see the sharp end of disease with real examples.   
 

The Essex Honey Show took on a new horizon with a new site at the Orsett 

Show. We must thank all those who graciously volunteered their time and 

energy making it a very memorable day.  From the positive response of the 

public who visited the marquee I believe we are fulfilling our mandate to    

promote our craft.  The 86
th
 National Honey Show at Sandown Park Race-
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course produced richly deserved prizes, notably for Mike Barke ‘in the big 12 

& 24 jar classes’. Jim McNeill, our NHS rep, transports and sets up entries 

for us; this is a big responsibility making it happen!   
 

Colchester ran the EBKA 2017 Annual Conference.  The conference was 

exceptionally good with thought provoking speakers, an appetizing lunch, 

presentations of Honey Show cups and Examination Certificates together 

with a top quality raffle.  Colchester did a great job and must be congratulat-

ed for all their hard work.  The route around the Divisions continues with the 

baton for 2018 being passed to Braintree.  If your Division is coming up in 

the next few years start planning now - be involved!  
 

The Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture had its second year with two wonderful 

speakers, Professor Dave Goulson and local horticulturist, Darren Lerigo. 

We are looking for volunteers to help run this very popular educational event 

which we operate at cost.  This year the Lecture is taking place at the      

Lecture Theatre, Writtle College on the 22
nd

 April.  
 

The nine Divisions have undertaken interesting and varied activities over the 

year, including training, lectures, demonstrations and workshops.  This takes 

a great deal of effort and good humour to organise and implement by willing 

volunteers.  It is this attitude that binds our Association together.  If you have 

not thought about volunteering now is the time to put your hand up and get to 

know other members in a meaningful way.  
 

Ian Nichols             February 2018  

The 41st BBKA Spring Convention will be held 

on 13th - 15th April at Harper Adams        

University, Newport, Shropshire TF10 8NB 

The Convention offers over 20 lectures, 40+ 

Workshops and Courses, food and             accommodation.  Activities are also avail-

able for non-beekeepers.   Saturday’s Trade Show will include all the main suppliers 

from 8:30am to 4:30pm.  
 

Book via the BBKA website and note there is a bookable shuttle service from 

Stafford station.  Tickets are £25 for members if booked in advance and £30 for non

-members.  If purchased on the day the price goes up to £30 and £35 respectively.  

Entry to the Trade Show only is £5 on the day.  

www.bbka.org.uk/Event/spring-convention-2018   

http://www.bbka.org.uk/Event/spring-convention-2018
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Proposition One - put forward by the Central Executive        

Committee (CEC): 

“That some Essex Beekeepers’ Association (EBKA) Membership 

Categories be amended to align with those of the British       

Beekeepers Association (BBKA), with effect from 1st January 

2019.  

The main change would be to replace the :  

EBKA Joint (also known as Dual) Membership with Registered 

Member and Partner Member. 

EBKA Single Membership would be renamed Registered      

Member.   

EBKA Group Membership category, which in terms of benefits is 

Single Membership by another name, would be dropped          

altogether.” 

  

Note:  

EBKA Life Membership categories will remain unchanged. Other  

categories, such as Associate and Junior, would be unaffected as 

these are purely Divisional categories and do not involve BBKA    

capitation.  

The reason for making this change is to simplify the calculation of 
capitation.  The cost of EBKA membership to members will not be 
affected.  

The above proposition, if carried, will involve a change to the EBKA 
rules, for which business an Extraordinary General Meeting will be 
held later in 2018 to enable adoption of the new rules on 1st January 
2019. 

Propositions to be taken at the Annual General Meeting 

held on  Saturday 24 March 2018 
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Proposition Two - put forward by the Central Executive         

Committee (CEC):  

“That the Essex Beekeepers’ Association (EBKA) and Divisional 

Subscription/Capitation rates be increased annually by the rate 

of inflation, as determined by the annual rise in the Consumer 

Price Index for the 12 month period to September of the previous 

year.   

The EBKA and Divisional rates shall be calculated separately 

and rounded to the nearest 20p.  This proposition, if carried, to 

be effective from 1st January 2019.   

From the same date, Junior Membership rates should be fixed at 

the discretion of Divisions, together with Associate Membership 

rates and these will not be subject to this annual automatic     

increase and the cost of these remains at the discretion of       

Divisions.” 

 

This change is proposed by the County Treasurer, who has advised the CEC 

that the EBKA’s annual expenditure has been exceeding income in recent 

years and that EBKA must be adequately funded by its members in order to 

ensure that the Association can continue to carry out its aims of furthering 

the craft of beekeeping in the County.  

The above proposition, if carried, will involve a change to the EBKA Rules, 

for which business an Extraordinary General Meeting will be held later in 

2018 to enable adoption of the new rules on 1st January 2019.   

The result, using the 2018 subscription rate as an example and annual     

inflation of 3%, would be that EBKA capitation would go up to £7.20 and  

Divisional portion would go up to £7.70.  Overall the subscription rate would 

go up by 40p (rounded to the nearest 20p).  

For the avoidance of doubt, this proposition excludes consideration of the 
membership subscription to the British Beekeepers’ Association (BBKA) 
which is set by resolution of the members at the BBKA Annual Delegates’ 
Meeting.  BDI Insurance rates are also excluded from the matters addressed 
under this proposition.  
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Essex Beekeepers’ Association  
 

138
th

 Annual General Meeting  
to be held on  

Saturday 24 March 2018 at 2pm  
in  

Room E06, Writtle College, Lordship Lane,  

Chelmsford. CM1 3RP  
 

AGENDA  

1 Apologies for absence  

2 Minutes of the 137
th

 AGM  

3 Report of the Chairman of the Central Executive Committee (CEC)  

4 General Treasurer’s Report & Approval of the 2017 Accounts  

5 Written Reports of other members of the CEC  

6 Election of County Officers (Trustees)  

CEC Chairman, General Treasurer and General Secretary  

7 Notification of the 2018 Divisional Voting Members  

        and 2019 Presiding Officer  

8 Election of County (non Trustee) Appointees  

President  

BBKA Delegate  

Editor (The Essex Beekeeper)  

Education Secretary  

Examinations Secretary   

NHS Delegate  

EBKA Show Secretary  

Spray & Disease Committee Delegate  

9 Notification of CEC Appointees and Co-opted Members  

10 Confirmation of the Accounts Examiner (External Auditor)  

11 Propositions - 

1.  Alignment of EBKA membership categories with those of the BBKA 

2.  Certain EBKA and Divisional subscription/capitation rates          

increased annually by the yearly rate of inflation (RPI) 

12 Report of the Governance Working Party 

13 2017 Conference Report  

14 2018 Conference Preview  

15 Installation of the 2018 Presiding Officer   

16 Reading from the Book of Commemoration  
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Following the meeting Chad Colby-Blake, a member of the EBKA           
Governance Sub Committee, is to give a short presentation on the General 
Data Protection Requirement (GDPR) which comes into effect from May 
2018 and will affect the rules regarding how data is collected, processed and 
disposed of by the Association. 

 

Refreshments will be provided by members of Braintree Division 

in room EO3 

 

Presentation of awards and certificates 

 by the EBKA President, Pat Allen 
 

The AGM Keynote Speech: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Tomkins, Deputy Master of the Wax Chandlers Company, 

will speak about the Guilds of London and their relevance 

to the 21st century. 

New BBKA Website  
The new BBKA website went live on 15th January so please take a look:  
www.bbka.org.uk.   
 
On your first visit, to get into the Members’ only area, you will need to  
register as your old login details will not work on this new website.  

http://www.bbka.org.uk/
http://www.bbka.org.uk/
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In February’s Essex Beekeeper on page 11 an article by Dave Bonner  

talked about helping the bees recover from Nosema by moving them onto 

clean comb/foundation.  To do this we use a manipulation called the 

“Disease Bailey Comb Change”.  
 

Dr Lesley Bailey, a bee disease expert at Rothamsted, developed this     

procedure specifically to get weak colonies onto new comb.  This technique 

is not to be confused with the technique used with strong colonies to create 

a full set of freshly drawn comb – confusingly called a Bailey Comb Change.  
 

We have a weak, diseased colony, probably three or four seams of bees.  

Obviously, a hive this weak will have no supers on it and it will also have a 

very limited number of foraging bees.  Therefore, to move them onto fresh 

comb requires some patience and TLC, do not expect miracles.  
 

To start you will need:  

1. Some tape or sponge to block the hive entrance.  

2. A clean brood box with 4 frames of fresh foundation.  

3. Two dummy/blanking boards. 

4.  A clean queen excluder.  

5.  An eke with a small entrance cut in it.  

6.  A clean crown board.  

7. A gallon of weak syrup/ambrosia in a contact feeder. 

8. An empty super to use as a large eke. 

9. Some pollen or pollen substitute may be required 
 

The procedure is very straightforward.  
 

1. Open up the hive, remove the crown board and queen excluder (if 

one had been left on it). 

2. Find the queen and place that frame (hopefully with open brood on), 

with the queen and bees, to one side or in a nuc box for safe keeping. 

3. Remove all the frames which have no bees or very few bees on them, 

even if they have stores on them.  Shake these few bees back into the 

brood box.  This leaves enough frames, some with brood, sufficient in 

total, for the number of bees. 

4. Push the frames together against the side of the brood box where the 

old entrance was, if necessary turn the brood box around to be the 

‘warm’ way.  Now put a dummy board at the end - so this now looks 

like a 3 or 4 frame nuc. 

Disease Bailey Comb Change 
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5. Put on the CLEAN queen excluder. 

6. Now put on the eke, with the entrance pointing in the same direction 

as the old entrance. 

7. Put on top the new, clean brood box with the 4 frames of foundation. 

8  Create a gap, at the entrance side, between the wall and the first 

frame of foundation.  

9.  Insert here the frame (dirty) that has the queen on it.  

10.  Close up the frames of foundation and use a dummy board as the 

‘end wall.  So, this looks like a 5 frame nuc.  

11. Put on the CLEAN crown board positioned so the feed hole is above 

the bees.  

12  Now put the full contact feeder onto the crown board and the Super 

‘eke’ around it and then the roof.  

13. FINALLY - block up the old entrance to the colony. 

 

NOTE:  If the frames left in the old brood box have very little pollen stores  

put a pollen feed or substitute directly on the top bars of the new brood box 

(below the crown board) so the bees have a source of protein.  

 

The clean up:  
 

This is the bit that beekeepers do not like – cleaning up!  

Take the old frames – all of them – and burn them.  The amount of wax in 

them is small and it is not worth trying to recover the wax nor to recycle the 

frames.  

Scrape the wax and propolis etc. off the dirty crown board and queen     

excluder, then either scorch or immerse in a bleach solution (non-wooden 

items).  Remember, if you used a nuc box, to give the inside a quick scorch 

or wash out with bleach.  

 

What have we achieved?  
 

The nurse bees and brood are in the bottom brood box with the majority of 

the dirty comb.  

The queen, some house bees and the flying bees will now concentrate into 

the new brood box, using the new entrance and onto the clean foundation.  

The house bees will use the energy from the syrup to create wax and draw 

out the new foundation.  

As brood in the old frames emerges bees will migrate up through the queen 

excluder to the new brood box.  

We have now, as far as we are able, isolated the contaminated comb to the 

bottom box. 
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What do we do now?  
 

Keep the feeder filled especially if it is a small container.  The bees will need 

about one gallon to do what we want them to.  This source of food means 

that the few foragers that exist will not have to use energy flying to gather  

forage.  Any foragers can be focussed on collecting pollen and water.  
 

After three or four days, inspect the top box,  Once the bees have drawn out 

some foundation and the queen is laying eggs in it we take the one dirty 

comb from this clean box, shake off the bees – so the queen remains in the 

top box and put this dirty frame into the bottom box.  Do NOT go into the 

bottom box except to put in this one dirty frame.  

 Now we wait two or three weeks, keeping the feeder filled, until the brood in 

the old bottom box has emerged.  Then we do the following – this is the final 

bit:  

1. Move the hive to one side, about one metre.  

2. In its place put a CLEAN floor, with only a small, easily         

defended entrance and the entrance pointing in the same direction.  

3. Lift what is the clean/new brood box, plus crown board, feeder and 

roof and place onto the clean floor.  

4. Remove the old, dirty floor, the old brood box, the queen excluder and 

the small eke that provided the entrance. 

5. CLEAN the old/dirty equipment i.e. burn the frames and scorch/

disinfect the equipment. 
 

The colony is now on clean equipment (apart from the roof) and clean comb.  

As the colony grows, gradually add more frames of foundation into the brood 

box intil there is the full complement i.e. for a national, 11 frames + a dummy 

board. 
 

Stop feeding when there is a nectar flow AND there are sufficient foragers in 

the colony to sustain the hive. 

 

Dave Bonner - Master Beekeeper - courtesy of Warwickshire BKA via 

eBees. 

FOR SALE: 
Colonies and nucs for sale (some are Geoff Mills stock) 

Available April and May 

Contact:   Roy Hardwicke (Chelmsford Division)    01245 225 950 
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BBKA BASIC ASSESSMENT  

TRAINING DAY 
Sunday 26th May 2018 
Great Easton (nr. Great Dunmow) 

  
 

Open to EBKA Members looking to take the BBKA Basic Assessment 
After 2 successful years our Essex Assessors are happy to run this course for a third 

time.   If you’ve been keeping bees for a couple of years or so and you’d like to do 

the BBKA Basic Assessment this season, this course will give you a head start!  
 

 

Practise with Basic Assessors in the 4 test areas 
Hive Manipulation, Equipment & Frame Making 

Natural History of Bees & Beekeeping  

Swarming, Swarm Control and Effects.  

Diseases, Pests and Poisoning 

 

 

 
 

The cost will be modest and is 

50% funded by the CEC.  

Please email me  

 

jane.ridler@uwclub.net 

 

EBKA Education Secretary, by 

31st March 
 

mailto:jane.ridler@uwclub.net
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WHAT IS beeWatch?  

beeWatch is a real-time alerting system that creates a community of       

beekeepers and pesticide users.   Their aim is to protect the last commercial 

pollinator, the honey bee, from the un-notified use of pesticides. It is       

available at a nominal cost as an iPhone or Android App or accessed from 

your computer via the web.   
 

HOW DOES IT WORK?   

It will take 10 seconds for a registered pesticide user to anonymously record 

proposed treatments on the beeWatch app while standing in the field to be 

treated.  Crucially, in real-time, this simple action will inform registered     

beekeepers within a 5km radius of what is being sprayed, where and when.  

beeWatch 

A commercial company called uWatch has developed an app. 

to advise beekeepers when crops are being sprayed in their area.  

From their marketing it is understood that this app. will be     

available to download ‘at a nominal cost’ to an iPhone, Android 

device or accessed from a PC via the web.  

THE GROWING PROBLEM  

The total area of cropland treated 

with pesticides has increased by 

78% in the past 25 years. (Fera)  

 

In the past 6 years, the weight of 

pesticides applied to crops has 

increased by over 29%. (Fera)  

 

Winter barley is typically sprayed 8 

times per crop using 17 different        

pesticides. (Fera)  

 

Virtually no statistics exist for    

pesticide use on playing fields, golf 

courses, domestic gardens or by 

pest control companies. 

 _______________ 

MEANWHILE,  

The number of bee colonies has 

fallen by 54% since 1965. (The 

Telegraph)  

85% of all the honey bees that  

farmers rely on for pollination, are 

managed by amateur beekeepers.  

 _______________ 
 

THE RESULT  

Statistically, there are less than 3 

bee hives per square mile.  75% of 

global honey samples tested      

contained traces of pesticides toxic 

to bees and half of these samples 

contained a ‘cocktail’ of chemicals. 

1/3 of this honey contained a dose 

that would be  lethal to bees. (BBC 

News 2017)  

 _______________ 
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PETER DALBY  -  PEBADALE APIARIES 
For all your beekeeping and apitherapy supplies 

Large Stock held  -  all year round 
Competitive prices; any item not stocked to special order 

37 Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 8TN 

Tel: 01992 622645              Email:    pebadalebees@btinternet.com 

Open Mon  -  Sat    Telephone before calling 
(any reasonable time) 

CLOSED SUNDAY 
Agent for E H Thorne and Northern Bee Books 

 

The Bee Shed 
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor 

A Range of Frames and Foundation   

Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment 

Open by Appointment:     Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or  

Email:     beeshed@btinternet.com    

f    The Bee Shed Stock 

Meepshole,  Great Prestons Lane,  

Stock, Essex      CM4 9RL 

Beekeepers can then take the appropriate action, shutting up their hives the 

night before to stop their bees foraging on treated crops or during spraying. 

Additionally, if any user spots or is inadvertently called out to treat a bee 

swarm, they can instantly notify the local registered swarm collectors using 

the app, thereby saving one more colony of bees.   
 

beeWatch app and subscription. 
 

https://igg.me/at/beewatch/x/17747859 
 

Please note your Association does not endorse this product which is being offered 

by a commercial company.  The information is passed on for your information only 

and you must satisfy yourself that it is of value.  Ed.  

mailto:beeshed@btinternet.com
https://igg.me/at/beewatch/x/17747859
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Who’s who and how to contact them 

President of EBKA           Pat Allen   Hon CLM 

Trustees: 
 

Chairman:  Ian Nichols        17 Dyers Hall Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4AD 

   email   ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk      tel. 0208 558 4733 / 07980 299 638 

Secretary:  Michael Webb   19 Ingrebourne Gardens, Upminster, Essex  RM14 1BQ 

   email   gsecebka@virginmedia.com       tel. 01708 250 606 / 07712 490 511 

Treasurer:  Tom Keeper    Kingfishers, 2 Chandlers, Burnham-on-Crouch CM0 8NY   

   email   t.keeper@btinternet.com            tel:   07722 454 972 / 01621 784 626 

Divisional Trustees: 

Braintree Stuart Mitson stuart.mitson@btinternet.com 

Chelmsford Jan Tutton cec@chelmsfordbeekeeper.com 

Colchester Tony Rand tony@agewhatage.com 

Dengie Hundred & Maldon Kate Tuerena trustee@maldonbeekeepers.org.uk 

Epping Forest Don McHale donaldmchale@gmail.com 

Harlow Nick Holmes wwwcight@gmail.com 

Romford Paul Wiltshire paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com  

Saffron Walden Vanessa Wilkinson vwilkinson27@hotmail.com 

Southend Jean Smye jsmye@sky.com 

 

 

 

Divisional Contacts: 

Braintree:  Jan French   07725 166 609         Chelmsford: James Curtis   07940 757 831 

Colchester:  Morag Chase   01206 522 576   D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes  07979 862 952 

Harlow:    Nick Holmes  07730 735 752            Epping Forest: Robin Harman   07971 237 312 

Romford:   Pat Allen   01708 220  897     Saffron Walden: Vanessa Wilkinson 01799 542 337 

Southend:  Pat Holden  01702 477 592 

EBKA Education Secretary: Jane Ridler    Old Barn House, 36 Walden Road, Sewards  

      End,  Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2LF 

      01799 218 023      jane.ridler@uwclub.net 

EBKA Examinations Secretary:  Pat Allen , 8 Franks Cottages, St Mary’s Lane,  

         Upminster, Essex RM14 3NU  

         01708 220 897      pat.allen7@icloud.com 

The Essex Beekeeper  Magazine: 
Editor:       Jean Smye,  email:     jsmye@sky.com    tel. 07731 856 361  

Advertising:     Jean Smye  email:     jsmye@sky.com    tel. 07731 856 361 

Mailing Secretary:  Michael Elliott email:     michaelelliott55@sky.com 

Web site:      Nick Holmes    email:      webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com 
 

  Printed by Streamset, 12 Rose Way, Purdeys Industrial Estate, Rochford, Essex SS4 1LY 

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region: 
 

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood): 

 Diane Steele       diane.steele@fera.gsi.gov.uk            tel.   

 

All other Divisions: 

 Keith Morgan    keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk       tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215  
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