
!
   Romford Division 

  CEC Report May 2016 

The speaker at the divisions meeting, held on the 7th April, was Susanna Wallis from a local 
enterprise project which is based at Dagenham Park. Susanna explained the background to the 
project, how the enterprise came about and little of what they do. 

Between the early 1800’s and the 1950’s, up to 250,000 working-class east Londoners – mainly 
women and children – would leave the city each summer for temporary seasonal work harvesting 
fruit and hops in Kent. This ‘working holiday’ in the countryside offered income, fresh air and 
temporary independence from city life. Movements, Deals and Drinks was set up by international 
arts collective Myvillages in May 2014 as a way to revive this extraordinary urban-rural 
relationship and link it to the set up of a new community drinks enterprise. The plan for the new 
company was not only to pick, but to keep the crop, make the drinks and trade them directly with 
all profits feeding back into the collective endeavour completing a whole cycle of production, 
trade and reinvestment. 

In 2015 Company Drinks registered as a Community Interest Company and offers a year-round 
public programme across the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, including picking 
trips, processing workshops, bottling and branding sessions, trading outlets, bars and social and 
cultural events. Hundreds of local residents are involved in this new version of ‘going picking’ 
and in its second year the company has produced a range of 18 drink varieties – from cordials to 
green hop beer, sodas to saps and fizzy drinks to juice. The project is set to continue throughout 
2015/16 with a similar programme of events and activities, and extended product and business 
development. 

After the presentation we were all able to taste a selection of drinks currently produced and sold 
by the company. If any members would like to learn more about the enterprise further details can 
be found on the following web site:      www.c-o-m-p-a-n-y.info  

On the 5th of May the division had the pleasure to host a talk by Howard Pool on his role as a 
Link Trustee for the BBKA. Howard explained that each Area Association has a dedicated 
Trustee, providing a link directly to the BBKA Executive Committee. In his case this covers 
Buckinghamshire, Gwent, Hertfordshire, Middlesex, Peterborough as well as Essex. 

As with all BBKA trustees, in addition to the role providing a link between members or divisions 
and the Executive Committee, Howard also oversees one of the various sub committees which are 
responsible for running the activities of the association. In his case this is the Finance committee 
given his background in accounting.  
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Howard went on to explain some aspects of the associations budget and its finances. He reiterated 
that, given the scope of its activities and its wide ranging responsibilities the BBKA’s budget was 
really very modest but still running an acceptable surplus as a charitable organisation. 

Howard provided a brief overview of the Executive committee and its role and told us that the 
activities of BBKA are, in the main, managed and delivered by volunteers, the Trustees and the 
Operations Director / General Secretary with the support of a small administration team based at 
Stonleigh. 

As a members of the BBKA we can all use our local Link Trustee for advice, information or 
assistance. Howard welcomed contact on any matter relevant to the BBKA. The Link Trustee is 
there to provide us all with support as either an individual, Branch/Division or Area. Whether a 
query relates to constitutional, beekeeping or operational advice or suggestions and feedback. 

A full list of Trustees and the Area Associations they are linked to is available on the BBKA web 
site. To email Howard Pool you can the following address: howard.pool@bbka.org.uk
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