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1  June 
Sunday 
3.00pm 

Braintree 
Apiary Meeting — John Barlow.  Look to see if the 
Queens have been accepted. 

5  June 
Thursday 
8.00pm 

Harlow 
Microscopy  -  Martin Cavalier & Dave Eacott 
 Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA 

6  June 
Friday 
8.00pm 

Romford 
‘Question & Answer Session’ 
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, RM2 5EL 

9  June 
Monday 
6.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

‘Make your own Queen 2’  -  Richard Ridler & Sally 
Freeman at her apiary CM6 2JW 

16  June 
Monday 
7.30pm 

Chelmsford 
‘Making the most of your hive products’ 
The Link, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2XB 

18  June 
Wednesday 

6.00pm 
Dengie 100 
& Maldon 

Apiary meeting  -  Creeksea CM0 8PL 
Grid ref: TQ 93457 95882.  Bring & share. 
RSVP   peter@dmbka.org.uk 

21  June Saturday 
Epping 

Forest 
Apiary Meeting  -  Wanstead Apiary 

22  June 
Sunday 
2.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

Apiary Meeting  -  ‘Catching, Clipping & Marking 
Queens’.  Practical experience on drones with       
Malcolm Legg at his apiary CM6 2RB 

25 June 
Wednesday 

10am — 4pm 

County 

Event 

‘Bee Health & Disease Recognition’  -  Henry Dixon 
Hall, Rivenhall End, Witham  CM8 3HR. 
Regional Bee Inspector & Seasonal Bee Inspectors 
See page 12 for booking details. 

25  June 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Southend 

‘Apitherapy’  -  Barbara Dalby 
W I Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh. 

25  June 
Wednesday 

6.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

‘Make your own Queen 3’  -  Richard Ridler & Sally 
Freeman at her apiary CM6 2JW 

26 June 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Colchester 
‘Honey and Wax Preparation for the Show bench’ 
Langham Community Centre 

29  June 
Sunday 
3.00pm 

Braintree 
Apiary meeting  -  Mick Keepence   
Tel:  01376 323 413 

Divisional Meetings 

June & July  2014 
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Who’s who and how to contact them 

 

President of EBKA     Eric Fenner      Hon Member BBKA   Hon CLM EBKA 
 

Trustees: 
 

Chairman:      Richard Ridler,  Old Barn House, 36, Walden Road, Sewards End, Saffron Walden,  

    Essex. CB10 2LF.   email   chair@ebka.org      tel. 01799 218 023 

Secretary:      Michael Webb    19 Ingrebourne gardens, Upminster, Essex  RM14 1BQ 

    email   gsecebka@virginmedia.com         tel. 01708 220 897 

Treasurer:      Bob Manning     12, Moorland Close,  Collier Row, RM5 2AB 

    email   treasurer@ebka.org                    tel:  01708 760 770 

Divisional Trustees: 

Braintree James Jolley mrjolley@live.co.uk 

Chelmsford Richard Alabone r.alabone@sky.com 

Colchester Lee Bartrip leebartrip@gmail.com 

Dengie Hundred & Maldon Glenn Mayes trustee@dmbka.org.uk 

Epping Forest Ian Nichols ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk  

Harlow Mike Barke mjbarke@googlemail.com 

Romford Pádraig Floyd  psafloyd@yahoo.com  

Saffron Walden Janice Grieve janicegrieve@gmail.com 

Southend Marguerita Wilson  philandritawilson@sky.com 

Divisional Contacts:  To contact a local Division: 

Braintree:  Colleen Chamberlain   01279 876 333   Chelmsford: Brian Spencer   01245 490 843 

Colchester:  Morag Chase   01206 522 576    D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes  01245 381 577 

Harlow:    Nick Holmes  07730 735 752 Epping Forest: Robin Harman   07971 237 312 

Romford:   Pat Allen   01708 220  897                  Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler  01799 218 023 

Southend:  Chad Colby-Blake     01702 302 209 
 

EBKA Education Contact:   Jane Ridler  Old Barn House, 36 Walden Road 
      Sewards End, Saffron walden, Essex CB10 2LF
      01799 218 023  jane.ridler@uwclub.net 
 

The Essex Beekeeper  Magazine: 

Editor:   Jean Smye,  email: jsmye@sky.com  
 

Advertising: Jean Smye  email:  jsmye@sky.com  

           tel. 07731 856 361  
 

Web site:  Nick Holmes    email:  webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com 
 

Distribution and Mailing Secretary:    Mary Heyes tel. 01702 588 009 
 

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region: 
 

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood): 

Julian Parker       julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk            tel.  07775 119 469 
 

All other Divisions: 

 Keith Morgan    keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk         tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215  
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Local Honey Man 

 

London & Essex Commercial Bee-

keeper 

  

Honeybee Nucs from £165 

Mated Queens from £30 

(Defra & NBU standards compliant) 

  

  

Order online  www.localhoneyman.co.uk 

Contact us 07799-845-041 
  
  

The Bee Shed 
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor 

A Range of Frames and Foundation 

Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment 

Open by Appointment:     Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or  

Email:     beeshed@btinternet.com 

Meepshole,  Great Prestons Lane, Stock, Essex    CM4 9RL 

HONEY BUCKETS  
Standard white plastic           £2.00 each 

 
Collection only please  -  Hatfield Heath 

 
Telephone      01279 730 228 

Email:     tylersbees@hotmail.co.uk 

Medehamstede, Dunmow Road, Hatfield Heath, 

 Essex  CM22 7EE.   
3 

The views expressed in any article are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 

the views of the EBKA. 

More Divisional Meetings 

June  & July  2014 

4 July 
Friday 

8.00pm 
Romford 

‘Beginner Beekeeper Experiences’ 
Lead:  Jim McNeill 
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, RM2 5EL 

12 July Saturday Colchester 
Tendring Show.  Helpers needed, please call Maria  
-  01206 541 008. 

16 July 
Wednesday 

6.00pm 
Dengie 100 
& Maldon 

Apiary Meeting  -  Venue to be confirmed 

19 July 
Saturday 
2.00pm 

Saffron 
Walden 

‘Bee Safari’  visiting apiaries of newer beekeepers. 
Starting point tba 

19 July Saturday 
Epping 
Forest 

‘Extracting’  -  Wanstead Apiary 

23 July 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Southend 

‘Winter Active Bumblebees’  -  Dr Thomas Ings 
(Anglia Ruskin University) 
W I Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh 

25 July Friday Colchester 
BBQ at Little Bentley.  Book a place  -  Martin or 
Sarah 01206 251 631 or 07808 094 006 

27 July 
Sunday 
3.00pm 

Braintree 
Apiary Meeting — Mary & Steve Jones 
Telephone:  01787 469 390 

Cover Photograph:         Buff—tailed Bumble Bee  (Bombus terrestris) 

Photograph by Nick Holmes  -  Harlow Division 

 

http://www.localhoneyman.co.uk
mailto:beeshed@btinternet.com
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Nobby was born on 29
th
 October 1922 in Plaistow East London.  His mother 

and brother called him Bert but to everyone else he was known as Nobby.  

He excelled at school, learning to play the violin.  He also enjoyed playing 

football and rugby.  He was a strong swimmer and as a young man he was 

awarded a medal for saving a young girl’s life, who had drifted out to sea on a 

Lillo.  On leaving school Nobby went into the Civil Service.  He served in the 

war with the R.A.F. as a radar engineer and always had lots of funny stories 

to tell. 

After being demobbed he returned to the Civil Service, in the Foreign Labour 

Division.  Here he met his wife Yvonne and they married in December 1949.  

Nobby built a house in Rainham called Greenfingers where he and Yvonne 

brought up their two children Tim and Ros.  The garden was full of bees,   

animals, vegetables and fruit trees.   Ros said that he even hatched out a 

dozen turkeys from eggs bought at Sainsbury’s.  It had always been Nobby’s 

intention to keep bees.   I remember him telling me that as soon as he was 

demobbed he ordered his first bees which he had to collect from the railway 

station.   This started him of on his 60 years plus beekeeping. 

The family moved to Brentwood in 1962 where Nobby eventually became 

manager of the Labour Exchange (later to become the Employment          

Exchange), and retired from there at the age of 60.  Gardening and          

Beekeeping took all of his spare time and he never knew how he had found 

time to work.   Nobby took up a few more hobbies including learning to speak 

Russian,   sailing, wood carving, violin making, and later on microbiology.  He 

also took part in classes with Yvonne which included, learning to speak 

Welsh, oil painting, yoga, dowsing, reflexology and mandolin. 

Nobby played an important part in the furtherance of beekeeping at County 

level, working alongside Ted Hooper, Clive De Bruyn, Geoff Mills, Les Gilbert 

and others.  He was a member of the Romford division and became          

secretary.  Later he became a member of the Braintree division of which he 

also became secretary.  Passing on his knowledge of beekeeping was very 

important to Nobby.   He looked after several apiaries where he encouraged 

novice beekeepers, of which I was one, to attend and learn their craft.  He 

was a kind man, generous and inspiring, who taught so many people and I 

know all are very grateful to him.  It was especially important to him to teach 

young children and to this end he set up some hives at Holly Trees Primary 

School near to his home.  The children thought the world of him and had a 

presentation for him at Christmas which pleased him greatly. 

 

Herbert  William  Clark    1922 – 2014 

A tribute to Nobby Clark  
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The perfect hexagonal array of bees’ honeycombs, 

admired for millennia as an example of natural pattern 

formation, owes more to simple physical forces than to 

the skill of bees, according to a new study. 

Engineer Bhushan Karihaloo at the University of Cardiff, UK, and his 

co-workers say that bees simply make cells that are circular in cross 

section and are packed together like a layer of bubbles.  According to 

their research, which appears in the Journal of the Royal Society    

Interface, the wax, softened by the heat of the bees’ bodies, then gets 

pulled into hexagonal cells by surface tension at the junctions where 

three walls meet.  This finding feeds into a long-standing debate 

about whether the honeycomb is an example of exquisite biological 

engineering or blind physics. 

A regular geometric array of identical cells with simple polygonal cross 

sections can take only one of three forms: triangular, square or     

hexagonal.  Of these, hexagons divide up the space using the    

smallest wall area, and thus, for a honeycomb, the least wax.  This 

economy was noted in the 4th century AD by the mathematician   

Pappus of Alexandria, who contended that the bees had “a certain 

geometrical forethought”.  But in the 17th century, the Danish       

mathematician Erasmus Bartholin suggested that the insects need no 

such forethought.  He contended that hexagons would result          

automatically from the pressure of each bee trying to make its cell as 

large as possible, much as the pressure of bubbles packed in a single 

layer creates a hexagonal foam. 

In 1917, the Scottish zoologist D’Arcy Thompson argued, again by 

analogy with bubbles, that surface tension in the soft wax will pull the 

cell walls into hexagonal, threefold junctions.  A team led by Christian 

Pirk, then at the University of Würzburg in Germany, showed in 2004 

that molten wax poured into the space between a regular hexagonal 

array of cylindrical rubber bungs does indeed retract into hexagons as 

it cools and hardens.     Photo source; Nature Journal 

 

How Honey Combs can build themselves 
 

From Reigate Beekeepers via ebees 
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edition.  Together with Roger Morse at Cornell University U.S.A he 

wrote the major part of the Illustrated Encyclopedia of Beekeeping.  

Additionally, he was able to name most plants by their common and 

Latin names.  His own interests were with insects and cacti.  He was 

joint author of the “Beekeeper's Garden with Mike Taylor.”(1988), that 

emphasised and detailed those plants that help bees get nectar and 

pollen. 
 

His courses on the management of honeybees was based on his 

commercial experience using 10 days inspections of colonies using 

clipped queens; the latter giving extra time to play with when colonies 

are making queen cells and thinking of swarming. If colonies are not 

making queen cells at an inspection they can be left for a fortnight.  

This fits in well if your livelihood requires you to work a regular 5 or 6 

days a week, when weekly inspections then become possible.  Ted 

was keen on the use of the modified commercial hive and certainly it's 

good if you have queens not native to the UK.  Emphasis was always 

on 'how to read a frame of brood and stores.'  His management   

started in September by replacing two-years old queens and feeding 

down sufficiently to last the bees until next March.  Ted Hooper retired 

from the position of County Beekeeping Instructor in 1984 and died in 

March 2010 aged 91. 

L to r:   Ted Hooper,       Clive deBruyn,            David Rowse 
  

A funeral service was held at Bentley Crematorium on Tuesday 29th April.  It 

was a lovely spring day and attending were many family, friends and        

beekeepers.  He was father to Tim and Ros, Grandfather to Clowance,     

Kerenza, Matthew, Gerald and Sinead, also Great Grandfather to Kaitlyn.  

The opening hymn was ‘Morning Has Broken’ accompanied by Kerenza and 

Clowance, with a reading by grandson Matthew followed by tributes read by 

Ros, Clowance and myself.  Kerenza and Clowance played ‘Apis Mellifera’, a 

piece composed by Kerenza based on an idea of Nobby’s explaining the life 

cycle of the honey bee.  The exiting music was ‘Flight of the Bumblebee’.   

The service was a most fitting tribute to a great man — a true gentleman and 

someone to whom we would all aspire to be. 

Colleen Chamberlain 

Secretary to the Braintree Division 
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BBNO 
 

THE OBSERVATION HIVE 
Karl Showler          £12.95 
 

APIS THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS 
Graham Royle NDB          £17.50 
 

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Modules 1, 2 & 3 

JD & BD Yates. Revised Edition        £31.50 
 

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Modules 5 - 8 

JD & BD Yates. Revised Edition        £36.75 
 

BOTH VOLUMES TOGETHER 
Modules 1-3 & 5-8          £63.00 
 

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES   Husbandry 

JD & BD Yates          £22.00 
 

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES   Basic Exam 

JD & BD Yates          £14.90 
 

THE GENERAL APIARIAN 
Isaac           £90.00 
 

Postage included 

Bee Books New & Old 
Ash View, Tump Lane 

Much Birch 
Herefordshire  HR2 8HP 

Telephone  01981 540 907 
www.honeyshop.co.uk 

Master Card/Visa Welcome 

 ESSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Present a BEE HEALTH and DISEASE RECONITION day 

 

Suitable for Beekeepers of all levels of Experience  

Come and meet your Eastern Regional Bee Inspector Keith Morgan & Local Season-

al Bee Inspectors at 

The Henry  Dixon Hall 

Henry Dixon Road, Rivenhall End, Witham, CM8 3HR 

Wednesday 25th June 2014 

reception 9.30.          10am. to 4pm.  

This relaxed and friendly day will  include a mixture of Presentations, Useful 

Tips & Hints with Discussions.  Apiary Hygiene -  varroa - Live Disease 

Comb Recognition.  Practical session in the apiary observing how inspectors 

 

IMPORTANT 

   You will need to bring a packed lunch 

  Clean Beekeeping Protective Clothing 

  Tea & Coffee will be Provided 

 

Places are free to EBKA Members, 

but Pre Booking of places is      

essential as limited no. available 

Contact:  Jim McNeill  

on 01708 765 898 or  

jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 
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When I started beekeeping in 1963 I was fortunate to be able to enrol 

on a beginners course at Writtle College, now part of the University of 

Essex.  Ted Hooper had just started (1962) teaching at Writtle having 

left commercial beekeeping employment at David Rowse's honey 

farm where he had helped to run 500 colonies, including a queen-

rearing apiary of some 40 hives (see photo).  Total yearly production 

of honey was several tonnes. There were sheds full of supers,      

possibly in excess of 1500 and the repair of these involved woodwork 

and re-waxing of frames. In order to feed down the colonies at the 

end of August several tonnes of sugar had to be converted to syrup 

and that was no simple a job. 

 

Subsequently, I realised that commercial operations were a          

magnitude different from beekeeping as a hobby.  The most important 

thing that Ted taught was that any method of management employed 

was for the convenience of the beekeeper rather than for the bees. 

 

Courses at Writtle comprised woodworking, that is to say making 

hives from western red cedar, and the many necessary accessories 

such as frame feeders, warming cabinets and boards for wiring 

frames as well as moulds for making foundation from your own wax.  

The other courses were for theory and handling, which latter included 

reading the frames.  Specialist courses in microscopy were also held 

by Ted. 

 

Ted was the County Beekeeping Instructor between 1962 and 1984 

and was President of EBKA 1983 to 1999 and he was also chairman 

of the BBKA Education Board (1982 – 89).  He was chairman of the 

BBKA executive, becoming President of BBKA  for 1989.  He was 

awarded his MBE for outstanding services to beekeeping. 

 

His book “Guide to Bees and Honey” was first published in 1976 and 

was translated into over a dozen languages.  It is now on its 5th      

edition      

Ted Hooper MBE, NDB  
 

Some of my Memories 
 

Geoff Mills,   Hon. Life Member EBKA 
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When first trying, it is easy to be overcome by a dread of damaging 

this beautiful and important insect, so hands shake and you may     

indeed do exactly what you feared and damage her.  To avoid such a 

thing, practice on drones and on workers.  Workers have to arch their 

backs to sting so, if they are held properly, they can’t.  Try it!  The 

worst that can happen is a sting and you will be used to that!  

 

Many of us will have used a version of a Queen marking cage.  Whilst 

the queen is trapped inside the cage she will leave her pheromone. 

Using the cage immediately to mark further queens will possibly result 

in ‘balling’ of the queen when released due the pheromone deposit. 

Tony Richards gave me a tip the other day and that was to attach it to 

a frame with bees from the hive where you wish to mark the queen. 

Once you have found her, take the cage and place it over her as usual. 

By this time the hive pheromone or odour will have eliminated the 

odour from the first queen and upon release contentment will be 

achieved. Ed  

Two versions of the Queen Marking Cage  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Beesy        THE FRAMES OF THE FUTURE 
Beesy frames are now made with MDF and plastic so they are only £1.00 each.  

DIY works out at about 55 pence each frame. 
 

              Snap together ! 
              No more nailing ! 
              Reduced propolisation ! 
              All Frame sizes available !  
             From The Bee Shed  in Stock  
 

Large brood frames now come with free support to keep comb flat. 
                           10 x National Dp or Sh £10.00      Wired foundation available    

 

r.alabone@sky.com     01245 259288 

See our website:    beesyframes.wordpress.com 

Press in cage 

Plunger type 
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Harlow’s April meeting took a side step from honey beekeeping this 

month and looked to the humble bumble bee.  In as much trouble 

from environmental stressors as honey bees are, if not more, their 

plight is watched over by the Bumble Bee Conservation trust (http://

bumblebeeconservation.org/).  Our group this month was fortunate 

enough to be visited by John Taylor, a member of the trust and    

bumblebee enthusiast.  While he is keen to point out that he is not a 

professional in this space, and rather ‘just’ an interested amateur, his 

observations and years of interest, have given him an extensive 

knowledge of this engaging insect  Bumblebees, large, hairy and     

colourful, originate from the Himalayas where the widest variety are to 

be found.  Those lucky enough to visit the Everest base camp are 

said to be met by bumblebees.  Bumblebees are, as we are all aware, 

very hairy, retaining heat well; that with other aspects of their       

physiology make them very suitable to living in colder climates. They 

can be found in countries inside the arctic circle and some can fly in 

weather as cold as 0oC.  There are 250 species in the world,          

predominantly in the northern hemisphere, given their speciality in 

heat retention they do not do well in more tropical areas.  One of the 

issues that they face is with climate change, as the areas they live in 

gradually warm, they are driven north and in some cases, like the 

great yellow bumblebee in the far north of Scotland, run out of options 

for northerly migration. 
 

The UK plays host to 250 species of bee, 1 honey bee, 224 solitary 

bees and 24 species of bumble bees.  The bumble bees have been 

resident in the UK since the Ice Age.  They vary quite a bit from what 

we are used to with honey bees.  18 of the bumble bees are social 

species, but their nests are far smaller than honey bees, varying from 

50 to 400 individuals for different species.  They don’t waggle dance 

and only the queen survives through, winter hibernating alone until 

spring.  She forages and collects a large ball of pollen into which she 

lays eggs and sits on, like a chicken, until they hatch.  She alone   

raises her brood, until giving birth to enough workers to run the colony  

Bumble Bees 
 

Talk given to Harlow Division 

mailto:r.alabone@sky.com
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with her.  Similar to the honey bee they flex their wing muscles to  

create and maintain heat in the colony, but their brood cycle is quite 

different.  Queens take 30-35 days, drones 27 days and workers 

about 22 days egg to hatch.  Given the length of time and resources 

to raise a queen it is a significant effort for a colony.  A worryingly high       

proportion of nests ever get strong enough to raise a new queen.  

Bombus pascuorum  (the common carder bee) only manages in 25% 

of cases and bombus lucorum (the white tailed bumblebee) only in 

17% of nests.  Of the 24 native species in the UK  3* are extinct, 2 are 

endangered and 10 are in serious trouble. (*one of the ‘extinct’      

species — shorthaired bumblebee (Bombus subterraneus) was        

recently reintroduced in Dungerness).  The problems are commonly 

caused by lack of forage (with decreasing wildflowers largely due to 

farming practices), loss of habitat and pesticides (where                 

neonicotinoids damage their navigation skills). 
 

So why should we care? Well, flowers are pollinated by these bees, 

and foxgloves for example, are only capable to be successfully      

pollinated by 3 species of bumblebees, one of which is already very 

rare.  So if we lose the bees, we lose the flowers.  The bees have 

their predators, spiders for example whose webs are drawn towards 

the electrostatic charge caused by the bumblebee in flight.  Foxes, 

badgers and hedgehogs all attack their nests which are found on the 

ground.  Various parasites trouble the bumblebee, wax moths make a 

serious mess of a bumblebee nest and varroa, brought to this country 

by honey bee keepers, prey on the bumble bee now also, rising to 

very significant numbers in the small nests and wiping them out.   

Beekeepers can have other negative effects if they are not careful, 

some migrate their colonies en masse to pollinate, and harvest from, 

certain crops, such as borage.  If their colonies are left there in large 

numbers after the crop is over, the millions of bees, in a high local 

concentration, can strip forage from the surrounding habitat resulting 

in starving local pollinators. 
 

All in all, we had a thoroughly engaging and interesting evening with 

Mr Taylor, learning about this pollinator and how we can engage to 

have a positive effect for the sake of our environment. 

 

Reported by Nick Holmes 
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A weekly colony inspection is valueless if your queens are not clipped 

– they may swarm while your back is turned!  
 

If you need spectacles to see clearly, wear them!  
 

Make ready your fine embroidery scissors and current marking paint. 
 

1. First find the queen. 
 

2. With a finger of your dominant hand, steer her to walk away 

from you. 
 

3. Pick her up by her wings (they support her in flight so they will 

also support her when suspended from your fingers).  You now have 

a choice.  Either way, she should face your palm:  
 

4a. Either: hold her over the index finger of your non dominant 

hand. She will put down her six legs and grasp your finger - close 

your thumb over the three legs all on one side that you can see.  She 

will then be held fast and there will be no danger that you might clip a 

leg.  
 

4b. Alternatively: grip her lightly but firmly between the thumb, 

first and second fingers of your non dominant hand.  
 

5. Using your dominant hand, take out your scissors and care-

fully clip off one quarter of the wing nearest you.  
 

6. Carefully, dab a spot of colour onto her thorax.  
 

7. Finally,  carefully and quietly, release her back onto the comb 

where you found her.  
 

8. Note in your records: “Clipped & marked green” or whatever.  

 

How to Pick Up, Clip and Mark a Queen 
 

Article by Ipswich & Suffolk BKA via ebees 


