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Divisional Meetings
July and August 2013
4 July

Thursday
8.00pm

Harlow

Speaker tba
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA

5 July

Friday
8.00pm

Romford

‘Renewing Brood Combs’ - Pat Allen
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Romford RM2 5EL

13 July

Saturday
8.00am —
6.00pm

Colchester

Tendring Show - If you wish to help in the CBKA
stand phone 01255 830713

15 July

Monday
7.30pm

Chelmsford

‘Re-queening’ - Talk by Robert Pickford.
Rainsford Road, Chelmsford.

17 July

Wednesday
6.00pm

Dengie 100
& Maldon

Off to Creeksea. RSVP essential - telephone 07979
862 952

19 July

Friday
7.30pm

Chelmsford

Guided Tour of historic Hylands House, Chelmsford.
Details from Frances Adams - 01277 626 621
Pre-booking essential

20 July

Saturday
All day

Saffron
Walden

‘Children‘s Honeybee Discovery Day’
Venue tba

20 July

Saturday
2.30pm

Epping
Forest

BBQ at Wanstead Apiary and talk by Keith Morgan Bee Inspector

24 July

Wednesday
7.30pm

Southend

‘Drone Congregation Areas’ - Clive de Bruyn
Women’s Institute, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh

25 July

Thursday
7.30pm

Colchester

Langham Community Centre - Subject tba

26 July

Friday

Colchester

BBQ - Phone 01255 830713 for details

28 July

Sunday
3.00pm

Braintree

Apiary Meeting - Stuart Mitson
Telephone 01376 340 683 for directions

30 July

Tuesday
8.00pm

Saffron
Walden

‘Winning at the Show - Hints & Tips’
- Thaxted Guildhall CM6 2LA

1
August

Thursday
8.00pm

Harlow

A talk by Clive de Bruyn—subject to be decided.
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA

3
August

Saturday
9.30am

Romford

10
August

Saturday
11.00am

Colchester

Apiary visit – 6 Dormy House, East Road, East Mersea
Open invitation. Phone Peter on 01206 382010 to
confirm place. Hive inspection followed by lunch in
local pub.

13
August

Tuesday
7.30pm

Saffron
Walden

Beginners Theory — Part 4 — Review of first season’s
experience and preparing for Winter.
Richard & Jane Ridler, Thaxted Guildhall CM6 2LA.

The Link,

‘Skep Making Day’ - with Martin Buckle.
Millennium Centre, Eastbrookend CP.
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17
August

Saturday
12 noon

Saffron
Walden

Apiary Meeting and BBQ — Andy Sivell’s,
Newport CB11 3TZ

18
August

Sunday
3.00pm

Braintree

Apiary meeting — Coney Green,
Telephone Pat Rowland 01376 326 036 for
details.

19
August

Monday
7.30pm

Chelmsford

‘Preparing for the Honey Show’ - How to
prepare exhibits and avoid the most common
faults

21
August

Wednesday
7.30pm

Dengie 100
& Maldon

Chairman’s BBQ - Oakdale, Maldon CM9 6SL

22
August

Thursday
7.30pm

Colchester

Honey Preparation.
Centre

24
August

Saturday
2.30pm

Epping
Forest

28
August

Wednesday
7.30pm

Southend

Langham Community

Winter Preparation—Wanstead Apiary.
‘Some of the different methods of managing
Varroa in the Autumn/Winter period’ - AgriNova. WI Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh

Annual Essex Beekeeper’s Conference 2013
This is a warm invitation to you all for this year’s Annual Essex
Beekeepers’ Conference, on Saturday 21 September 2013. You can
find out all about it on our dedicated website pages:
www.eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk/conference
Hosted by the Epping Forest Division, the Conference has a timely
theme of “Plants, Pollinators & Pesticides” which we hope will appeal
to not only beekeepers, but also anyone and everyone interested in
wildlife and the environment.

You don’t have to be a member to attend. Enjoy a fun day out, hear
some amazing speakers, eat tasty food and stretch your legs on a
woodland walk, in the majestic setting of the North Weald on the
Autumn Equinox.
Why not treat yourself and bring a partner or friend?
See you in September.
Ian Nichols - Conference Chair.
3

BEE HEALTH & DISEASE RECOGNITION DAY
The Organiser's View
- Jim McNeill - Spray and Disease Rep
Nearly 60 members had a very informative day in very cold conditions
listening to and watching 4 bee inspectors at work, their expert approach to
opening hives and the way they showed diseased comb was very easy even
for beginners to understand.
Seeing actual diseased comb and handling it yourself you can see what you
are supposed to look for. It's so much better than looking at pictures. To
look at the combs we were all given disposable aprons and gloves so as not
to spread any disease. Then to learn about the new treatments out now —
the MAQS beehive strip that can go on a hive that is in trouble with Varroa
at any time could be very useful. All in all, I think everyone learnt
something. My thanks to Jean & David Smye, Penny Learmonth & Antony
Stark for providing the bees, to the Bee Inspectors, Cressing Temple Barns
for the use of their barn and to the CEC for paying for the tea and coffee
which helped to warm us up.
I think most members took away knowledge to use in their beekeeping, I
know I did.

Peter Fogle

Jim McNeill

Sandra Gray

Peter Heath

Photograph by Paul F. Abbott - Southend Division
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Keith Morgan

BEE HEALTH & DISEASE RECOGNITION DAY
A Participant’s View
- Paul F. Abbott BDS: Beekeeper & Photographer
On Monday 10th June 2013, Beekeepers from throughout Essex, and
beyond gathered inside ye ancient Barley Barn at Cressing; built by
The Knights Templar’ using oak trees felled between 1205 & 1235
A.D.
Fifty five people attended the course, organised by Jim McNeill of
Romford Division. Demonstrations were given by four Bee Inspectors
from the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA):
Keith Morgan, Peter Folge, Sandra Gray, & Peter Heath.
This was a relaxed, friendly and constructive educational day which
included a mixture of workshops, covering topics such as apiary
hygiene, Varroa, live Disease Comb Recognition, and a practical
session in the apiary observing how inspectors check for disease.

There was a harmonious buzz in the air amongst the participants as
the tutorials progressed. Various sample diseased combs were
carefully examined, which were tainted
with American Foul Brood (Bacterium
Paenibacillus larvae), European Foul
Brood (Bacterium Melissococcus plutonius). Diagnosis was confirmed using
the specific “lateral flow” tests for both
AFB and EFB. In addition, Sac Brood (a
viral disease), and Chalk Brood (Fungus
Ascophaera apis) was spotted. Damage
to combs caused by Wax Moths
(Greater Galleria mellonella, and Lesser
Achroia grisella) was also identified.
In order to maintain apiary health,
correct disease recognition, diagnosis
and treatment is essential as part of an
integrated pest control management
regime.
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Not all Beekeepers, particularly beginners, can be experts in Bee
pests and diseases. If in doubt, call the Essex Bee Inspector out:
Peter Heath (peter.heath@fera.gsi.gov.uk Mobile: 07775 119429).
Finally, don’t forget to join, and register with “Beebase”:
A comprehensive free information resource for UK Beekeepers: http://
www.nationalbeeunit.com
Healthy Bees are HAPPY Bees
Unmanaged, diseased Bees are probably DOOMED Bees

HONEY BUCKETS
Standard white plastic £1.50 each
Collection only please - Hatfield Heath
Telephone 01279 730 228
Email: davidsbees@hotmail.co.uk
Editorial
I am now five months into my role as Editor of the Essex Beekeeper and I
would like to say a big thank you to all those who have generously given up
their time to write articles to fill the sixteen pages each month. Long may you
continue.
This month you will find several references to the Bee Disease Day held on
the 10th June organised by Jim McNeill. We all owe our thanks to Jim for
organising the day. For those who did not, or could not go, sorry, but you
missed a great day. The whole day was a learning experience for members
at all levels. During the colony inspections several cells were pointed out to
us that looked as if they had slightly concave darkish wax cappings. I’m
sure we have all seen them and just thought it was one of the many things
that bees do that we don’t understand. However, we were told that these
cells have been examined and were found to contain contaminated pollen or
nectar, i.e containing chemicals. It would seem the bees apply this covering
of wax to prevent the use of the cell contents. What is this telling us I
wonder?
On page three there is a message from Ian Nichols of Epping Forest Division
about this year’s Conference, why not make a note in your diary now?
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Advance Notice - National Honey Show
October 2013
Are you new to beekeeping? Would you like to see what honey,
combs, wax and mead should really look like?
The National Honey Show is the ‘gold standard’ honey show, the
equivalent of Wimbledon for tennis players, this year the 82nd National
Honey Show. There are almost 250 classes and beekeepers come
from all over the world to enter. Walking around the displays is an
education in itself. A full programme of workshops and lectures will
run during the show and there will be a wide selection of trade stands
with lots of equipment and books to buy. Guest speakers this year
will include, once again, a great cast from the world of beekeeping:
Norman Carreck, Celia Davis, Ricarda Kather, Mike Palmer and Dr
Robert Paxton will all be on the main lecture stage, BeeCraft have a
great lecture theatre in the recital room on Friday and there will be a
full day of lectures in the recital room on Saturday for those relatively
new to beekeeping or those waiting to refresh on some common
themes.
For the first time this year there will be lectures on Thursday morning
starting at 9.30am, with the official opening at 1.45pm. On top of that
is another great line up of very popular workshops and The Honey
Show. If that isn't enough then you can get some bargains, advice
and socialise in the trade hall. Also new for 2013: on the Saturday we
have a ‘New to Beekeeping’ day with a lecture programme for new
beekeepers but all are welcome, in the Recital Room. There will be
lectures on Swarms and Swarm Control; Common Bee Diseases;
Products of the Hive; Tasks Throughout the Year.
If you have already had success at your local or county show, why not
enter some of the classes? Many counties have their own classes
within the show – or you can put yourself up against the experts in the
open classes to see how you measure up. As you do your
extracting, why not keep that perfect frame aside? A little planning
now will give you lots of potential show entries.
The 2013 Schedule of Classes will be published in August 2013 but in
the meantime, you can get a good idea of what is needed by looking
at the 2012 schedule. You can find this and lots of interesting information about the show on the N.H.S. website - www.honeyshow.co.uk
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The show is at St Georges College, Weybridge, Surrey, KT15 2QS
on Thursday 24th
(1.45pm to 6pm)
Friday 25th

(9am to 6pm) and

Saturday 26st October (9am to 4.30pm).
Admission for non-members is £15 but you can become a member
of the National Honey Show for £12 and then entry is free.
Accompanied children of 16 years and under are also free. You
can join at the door or visit the website - www.honeyshow.co.uk.

The General Husbandry Assessment
- Roy Cropley
This is billed as the only time a candidate for an exam is assessed at his own
apiary. I had four colonies in my garden and a couple of nucs. I have spent
a lot of time upgrading my shed and on the day it was splendid. I have water
and electricity laid on. The two examiners enjoyed sitting in it and we all had
a coffee. They were very helpful and hoped I would pass. Both had long
journeys and were disappointed that the lady candidate did not turn up. Their
travelling expenses were not covered by my £40 entry fee.
I put jars of honey on display, both liquid and solid. Since the only honey I
produced in 2012 was from oil-seed rape the examiners found my labels of
the cottage garden with tall flowers inappropriate. My harvest in a bad year
was only 40lbs. I had made up ten nucs.
They admired my solar wax extractor and the quality of wax that I exchange
for foundation or sell to the public as 1oz. blocks. My spare equipment was
examined and I demonstrated how I extract, strain and bottle honey. They
commented on my small hand driven extractor. I love it, but I could not
convince them it was not the hard work or as time consuming as they
thought.
It was a fine day and the bees were very docile. I opened a hive without
gloves and little smoke and gave a running commentary on what I was doing.
We looked for disease but I only found a cell of chalk brood. The queen was
marked white and easily found. I was asked to clip and mark a bee as if it
were the queen and was handed a worker, not the usual drone. For once I
got a tiny bit on the bee’s eye.
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I showed what I look for in a good colony (a poor one had been moved to a
farm). There were eggs and brood in all stages and not a sign of swarming.
They were so docile and nobody was stung. They said I did not use enough
smoke but I find I need very little.
Records. Very important. Every colony has a page and I put down what I
find and what I do every time I open them. I use very little medication,
preferring to use shook swarm and drone removal to maintain health. I keep
a record of any medication I use.
They found signs of varroa - not enough to worry me. The examiners were
not impressed with my mesh floors which surprised me. I described my
queen rearing methods, how I did my cell
raising and made up queen
mating nucs. I do not buy imported queens. I raise my queens from stocks
which are gentle and resist disease.
This was an assessment of my ability to keep bees and to explain how I do it.
Nothing was written down except by the examiners with their clip boards.
They made a few comments on my skill or lack of it. The purpose is to
improve the standard of beekeeping so that I can teach beekeeping to others.
A week or so later I had the letter to tell me I had passed together with some
comments on how it had gone.

As well as some excellent books I use the internet a lot. It has the syllabus
for every exam and all that you need to know to pass.
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BEE HIVES CUSTOM BUILT TO ORDER
Complete with:
2 X Supers with Castellated Spacers
Queen Excluder
Brood Body with Frame Runners and Dummy
Board
Floor with Open Mesh and Correx Sheet
Coated with 2 Coats of Cuprinol Shades
As Above with:
National Steel Roof

£80.00

or Gable Roof Green Felt £150.00
For more Information Contact
Steve on: 01708 631021 or
E.mail: steveheyward@btconnect.com
Member of Romford Division
As seen at the Essex County Show

County Pheromones
Richard Ridler - CEC Chairman
The initiative to improve the quality of our queens in Essex by running a
series of master classes led by Clive to Bruyn got off to a flying start, the initial
open theory session was a full house. We are finalising the microscopy
master classes to be held in the autumn and progressing with the general
husbandry master classes for 2014.
The CEC have agreed to part fund purchases of audio visual equipment by
divisions to enable them to have the latest technology for presenting to the
public and at their own meetings. In the near future your Divisional Trustees
will be seeking your views on whether it’s time to offer the Essex Beekeeper
in digital form, please let them know your thoughts.
The Show Schedule is enclosed with this edition, if you have never entered
before now is the time to start planning and preparing!
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Agronomist and Beekeeper
- Richard Martin
Earlier Times:
My parents came from the East End of london, so farming was not inherited
by me. During the Blitz their offices were moved down to Dorking in Surrey.
My grandfather who lived with us would take me around the weekly livestock
market, and into the countryside, even stooking sheaves I remember.

In 1966 I took an Agricultural course at Merrist Wood near Guildford, and
after a spell in “the weed control dept” of a large nursery, I was offered a job
in Essex with May & Baker Ltd at their research station at Ongar. My job
was field trials all over the UK, and included a couple of years in Western
Canada. 30 years ago I became a self-employed farm advisor and teacher;
and have dealt with all types of crops, and farm schemes to improve the
environment.
I started an interest in beekeeping at Merrist Wood college in 1967. The
college had an apiary building on the front lawn, and I used to go in there and
look on when the lady who was the Surrey Council’s beekeeper came to
check the bees.
My system of bee-keeping:
This has always had to work with my farm practice; so in the spring I try to
have a nucleus hive with undrawn wax next to each hive. This enables me to
do a quick operation of putting any queen cells, with some bees, brood, and
food into the nucleus, to prevent any swarms; swapping with the undrawn
wax to ease pressure, and give them something to do. So in case I mess up
the queen in the large hive, I have a new queen to combine with the old hive;
or I have a new stock to take onto another hive. This works most times, but
the odd cast swarm can beat me, like anybody else.
Threats:
I feel the biggest threat to honeybees is still the Varroa Mite. I think we all
underestimate how it weakens bee stocks. For this reason I think it is even
more important that when a large amount of Spring honey is taken off, the
bees must be fed to increase their numbers and health as fast as possible. It
is more obvious that too many bees are going into the winter with weakened
numbers, resulting in more losses.
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Farming today:
Seven years ago farming suffered a BIG recession. The price of wheat
dropped to £55 per tonne; a price below the cost of production. It was only
the European payments that gave any profit, but NO profit to tenant farmers,
who had to use that money for their rent.
Today it is better, but input prices eg: seed, fertilizers, and weedkiller/
fungicides have all gone up, squeezing the margins a bit. When farmers
have some profit they are more likely to take up schemes which can help the
overall farm environment, and increase the amount of pollen and nectar
mixtures available for insects. Of course, if the UK comes out of Europe,
then there will be no extra income, and farming will change to a more
extensive system, but this does not mean more pollen/nectar areas. The
most difficult thing to establish is a wild flower strip. This is because it is
usually on land with high fertility, and this causes the grasses present to be
more aggressive, which is the last thing wild flowers want. It is usually easier
to establish Clover strips.
Rapeseed prices have at last gone to a more sensible level; this has been
helped by the demand for Bio-fuels in Germany, where a lot of our crop goes;
but the EU are questioning the viability of Green Fuels, and may reduce
support for them. This year, as you can see, the rape has suffered with
mainly pigeons, who had no acorns to eat after last summer, and a long cold
spring. I have lost 50% of the rapeseed I look at. This has been replaced by
lots of beans and linseed, but a greater area of spring wheat and barley.
Sprays:
Today we do not have very much problem with sprays causing bee damage.
Nearly all of the old damaging ones have gone. The most sprayed crop, in
flower, will be winter and spring beans. This is due to the Bruchid Beetle,
which lays it’s eggs on the pods, and the larvae enter the bean, this causes
visual damage when the pupae hatch out, usually in the Middle East, where
we have a huge export market. The sprays used against the bruchid beetle
are pyrethroids, which send a pheremone message to bees to keep away;
and all farmers, I know, are aware of damaging insects, and will spray late
evening or early morning if the weather lets them.
Expectations:
I expect quite a good honey flow this year because all the flowers, that had
been held back, have come out together, and will last longer in this cooler
weather.
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Beekeeping Tips No 28
FAQs by Pollinator
Q1. I don't use stands because no one seemed to do that in the sixties
when I started. I have discovered that they need to be well enough clear of
the ground to keep the damp reasonably at bay. It sounds a lot of timber and
would mean my woodpecker cages would need extending. As it is, I've got
only two so will have to make three more. The woodpeckers were flying over
the bees yesterday, yelling as only they can. I am in the process of mending
my ways with the entrance blocks, though! Tell me - do you have an exact
measurement for the slot? It'll be wasp time shortly so they'll be essential
anyway.
A1.
Entrance slot dimensions are 5/16" (8mm) high and about
3" (76mm) wide. It's a good idea to put the block in position with the slot
at the top; that way any dead bees do not block the entrance during the
winter months. As I said, I keep my blocks in all year; this helps the bees
better ventilate the hive. I use a few Gilbert Louvres and these use round
3/8” (10mm) holes. Note that the mouse’s skull is such that the mouse
cannot get through a round hole although it can get through a
3/8” (10mm) high slot.

It’s a good idea to make stands so that the bases of hives are some
18” (460mm) off the ground. Make stands long enough (1400mm) to take
three hives but initially use them for two hives. This enables a third hive to
be used for manipulations such as swarm control. It also saves the
beekeeper’s back!
Q2. One of my colonies has a very odd habit I've not encountered
before - a propensity to hang around in clusters, particularly on the hive wall.
Even when I've not been near, there's often a congregation of them up the
front. They seem disinclined to move with smoking and it was a helluva job
to put the occupied super back on over the excluder as there were bees
hanging everywhere. I had to resort to picking them up in handfuls in order to
get the lid on! It was an hour or so before they'd all largely gone back in.
They're said to be Carniolans. Have you come across this trait?
A2. This is a classic case of the bees not having enough room, or
the daytime temperature is very high. These honeybees need more room
either in the form of a larger brood chamber, or another super. I would
under-super in this case. When bees are occupying more than five or six
seams in the super they should be given another super.
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Q3. By the way, everyone says you need to swap out a proportion of brood
combs so you don't harbor disease. But how on earth do you do it, given
they've mostly got brood and stores on? And, come to think of it, where do
you put the ones you're removing?
A3. This is largely a question of planning well ahead and preparing
in the previous season by moving frames with lots of drone cells and
damaged areas, e.g. holes, to the outside positions in the brood
chamber. Early in the year these frames can be removed and, the space
released used to place drawn frames adjacent to the brood nest; or
between the outer partially laid-out frame and the more fully laid-out
frames of the nest. The old removed frames can be placed on the bird
feeder if they contain brood at a stage (blue tits love them), or alternatively in your solar extractor.
- to be continued

MICROSCOPE FOR SALE £95
Euromex Arnham CSL (M805)

3 Object 3 eye Base light
Ideal for Pollen & Disease ID
includes accessories & cabinet
JIM GRIFFITHS:
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01277 363 590

Who’s who and how to contact them
President of EBKA

Eric Fenner

Trustees:
Chairman:
Secretary:

Richard Ridler, Old Barn House,

36, Walden Road, Sewards End, Saffron Walden,

Essex. CB10 2LF.

email chair@ebka.org

email pat.allen@btconnect.com
Treasurer:

tel. 01799 218 023

Ms Pat Allen, 8 Frank’s Cottages, St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, Essex RM14 3NU
tel. 01708 220 897

Bob Manning 12, Moorland Close, Collier Row, RM5 2AB
email treasurer@ebka.org

tel. 01708 760 770

Divisional Trustees:
Braintree
Chelmsford

James Jolley
Jean Smye

mrjolley@live.co.uk
jsmye@o2.co.uk

Colchester

Lee Bartrip

l.bartrip@virgin.net

Dengie Hundred & Maldon

Roy Carter

carterroy@talk21.com

Epping Forest

Ian Nichols

ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk

Harlow

Mike Barke

mjbarke@googlemail.com

Romford

Pádraig Floyd

psafloyd@yahoo.com

Saffron Walden

Penny Learmonth

penny.learmonth@mail.adsl4less.com

Southend

Marguerita Wilson

philandritawilson@sky.com

Divisional Contacts:
To contact a local Division:
Braintree:

Colleen Chamberlain 01279 876 333

Chelmsford: Jean Smye 07731 856 361

Colchester:

Morag Chase 01206 522 576

D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes 01245 381 577

Southend:

Martyn Davis martyndavisbees@gmail.com

Harlow: Tom Shaw 01279 730 379

Romford:

Pat Allen 01708 220 897

Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler 01799 218 023

Epping Forest:

Robin Harman 07971 237 312

Essex Beekeeper Magazine:
Editor:

Jean Smye,

8 Gate Street Mews, Maldon, Essex CM9 5EF

Advertising:

Curtis Thompson

email: advertising@ebka.org
tel. 07809 562 045

Web site:

Nick Holmes

email: webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com

email: jsmye@o2.co.uk

Distribution and Mailing Secretary: Mary Heyes

tel. 01702 588 009

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA:
Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood):
Alan Byham

alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk

All other Divisions: Keith Morgan

keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk

tel. 01306 611 016 or 07775 119 447
tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215

The views expressed in any article are those of the authors
and do not necessarily represent the views of the EBKA.
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