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September 2010 

2 Sep. 
 
 
3 Sep. 
 
 
5 Sep 
 
 
 
 
5 Sep 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 & 12 
Sep 
 
 
 
 
11 Sep 
 
 
 
 
 
18 Sep 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 Sep 
 
 
 
26 Sep 

Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow.  This month there 
is a talk by Keith Morgan from DEFRA on Disease Control. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park.  A talk  
by Norman McDonald, ‘Beekeeping in Ghana. 
 
Sunday evening Dengie Hundred, Maldon & District  BBQ at Willow-
grove Burnham Road. Kindly invited by Bob and Vera in their lovely gar-
den. Bring your own food and drink and enjoy a evening of good com-
pany. Please confirm attendance 01621 741445  
 
Sunday 11.00-4.00pm Epping Forest.  The Epping Forest Festival. 
Once again we will be having a stand at this annual event where we will 
be demonstrating various aspects of beekeeping. This Festival is held on 
Chingford Plains on Forest land is very well supported by the local peo-
ple and is it is always a very successful day, giving us a very good oppor-
tunity to promote beekeeping and the importance of bees in general. 
We usually have honey for sale. Please contact Helen Chadwick if you 
are able to come along and help on that day. 
 
 The Essex Honey Show at “Barleylands”. The show is held over two 
days (11th & 12th September) See advert on page 13. There is much 
work involved in setting up and running the honey show, if you would like 
to help or contribute, this would be greatly appreciated - please contact 
Jean Smye for details on 07731856361. 
 
.Saturday Epping Forest. This is the date of our Annual Divisional 
Honey Show. This year it is going to be held, for the first time, at our win-
ter meeting venue, Chingford Horticultural Society Hall, Larkshall Road, 
Chingford, E4 6NH. There are plenty of classes for everyone, from begin-
ners to advanced. More details will be in the August Newsletter. 
 
Saturday 2.00pm  Colchester A guided walk around Fingrinhoe Wick 
Nature Reserve at South Green Road, Fingringhoe, Essex, CO5 7DN . 
Meet at Visitor Centre, cost £5 per person. There are, nature trails & bird 
hides (some easy access) and view points with stunning estuary views. It 
offers a wide range of habitats including areas of grassland, gorse heath-
land, reedbeds, ponds and the estuary itself. Thousands of waders and 
wildfowl use the estuary in the winter and as many as 700 Avocets can 
be seen. 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend at Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham 
Lane, Rayleigh. A talk by Daren and Claire, ‘What is it and what is it used 
for?’ 
 
Sunday 3.00pm Braintree Apiary Meeting at Fambridge Hall, White Not-
ley. Please contact Anthony Stark for details 01376 583117.  
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Friday 8.00pm Romford TBA. 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow.  This month there 
is are two talks. The first by Eric Fenner on winter protection and the 
second by Colin Wright on ‘Ideas for 2011’. 
 
Saturday 2.30pm Romford at St Mark’s Church. Honey Show (Judging) 
entries to be submitted between 1.00pm-2.15pm). Judge is Geoff Wilcox. 
 
Saturday 5.30pm Romford Annual Supper starting 6.00pm. 
 
Saturday  Dengie Hundred, Maldon & District at Mundon Village Hall, 
Martin Buckle showing his skill with beeswax, models and how to make 
wax sheets, really fascinating , not to be missed. 
 
Monday 7.30pm Chelmsford at Link Hall Methodist Church Rainsford 
Rd. Chelmsford CM1 2XB.  A Regional Bee Inspector will be giving a 
talk. 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Epping Forest at Chingford Horticultural Society Hall, 
Larkshall Rd. Chingford E4 6NH. An evening with microscopes, which 
will be led by Roy Cropley. During this session there will be an opportu-
nity to test your bees for Nosema. To do this it is necessary to collect 
them in a matchbox and put them in the freezer for 24 hours. 
  
Saturday 9.45am-4.30pm Essex Beekeepers’ Annual Conference 
hosted by Saffron Walden at Foakes Hall 47 Stortford Rd. Great Dun-
mow CM6 1DG.  
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend at Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham 
Lane, Rayleigh. Our very own Honey Show. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Braintree at The Constitutional Club, Braintree. A talk by 
Clive De Bruyn. 

October 2010 

1 Oct 
 
7 Oct. 
 
 
 
16 Oct. 
 
 
16 Oct.. 
 
16 Oct. 
 
 
 
18 Oct. 
 
 
 
21 Oct. 
 
 
 
 
 
23 Oct. 
 
 
 
27 Oct. 
 
 
29 Oct. 
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      Honey  Buckets 
 

Mr Beesy has 30lb buckets @ £1.30 each 
For collection from Chelmsford CM1 2JG 

 
11 St James Park     Call:  Richard Alabone   01245 259 288 



 The Chairman’s Corner: County Pheromones 
Richard Ridler 

I plan to write a few words every month to tell you something about what is going 
on around the County. I’ve decided to call it ‘county pheromones’ because I want 
to spread more knowledge and understanding of what the County does and the 
value it brings to all members. I know that for many of you your involvement with 
EBKA is limited to your division and that’s something I would like to change. 
First impressions matter so we have had our logo and name header updated (it 
looks even better in full colour!): 

It’s available in high definition electronic format in versions suitable for docu-
ments (letters, minutes, accounts etc) and posters and as an email header. 
Hopefully all divisional secretaries are encouraging its use. It’s available to all to 
use, just ask your divisional secretary for the electronic files. There is a footer for 
letters too: 

 

By popular demand we are having mugs, badges, car stickers and polo shirts 
produced sporting the logo. They will be available soon and certainly on sale at 
the county conference in Dunmow in October.  
The point of all this is to be seen as a professional organisation by all those who 
we communicate with which means everyone from potential new beekeepers to 
those we try to influence in the interests of bees and beekeeping.  
All the hard work on this has been led by Penny Learmonth of Saffron Walden 
division with the design work being done by John Plunckett, to whom a big thank 
you. 
If you have any views about how the County might improve or change as an or-
ganisation I would be only too pleased to hear from you. 
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County Honey Show – Final Reminder 
11th & 12th September at Barleylands Nr. Billericay 

If you haven’t been before you should give it a try this year. It’s a great day out and our 
biggest opportunity of the year to promote beekeeping. We need lots of helpers, not just 
experienced beekeepers; there is plenty for beginners to do too. Looking forward to seeing 
you there. For free entry tickets and more information contact your divisional honey show 

representative or chair@ebka.org. 

mailto:chair@ebka.org�


 SEASONAL VARIATION IN HONEY YIELDS: 3  
Ross Gregory  

Ross Gregory has written four articles on the seasonal variation in honey yields. 
These articles first appeared in Honey Bee Times, Journal of the Wiltshire Bee-
keepers Association. I would like to thank the Editor of Honey Bee Times and 
EBees for permission to reprint these articles in the Essex Beekeeper. 

In the first article in this series I wrote about the effect of weather, notably aver-
age temperature during April and May, on the date of my first honey harvests. In 
the second article in this series I reported how average temperature during June 
and July has affected my total honey harvest. With respect to my records, over 
the past 8 years a difference of one degree Centigrade in average temperature 
during June-July can mean to me a difference of about 600-700 lbs in the quan-
tity of honey harvested.  Similar observation was reported in Thorne’s Beekeep-
ers News, No.62, January 1994 (pages 7-8), by the late Fred Portch of Wiltshire 
for 1982-1992. 

Some of you will be aware that quite separate from the issues of climate warm-
ing, that concern the long-term trends in our climate, the variation in our weather 
from year to year follows several cyclic patterns. The cycle with the shortest 
timescale is that associated with sun spot activity with each cycle taking about 11 
years. The next graph shows how the annual monthly sun spot activity has var-
ied since 1980. During the past 30 years there have been two and a half cycles. 
Notable is that the poor yields of honey we have had in recent years coincide 
with particularly low sun spot activities. The current low activity has lasted longer 

than in other recent cycles. 
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Spots can be seen on the surface of the sun and are associated with flaring and 
release of electro-magnetic energy into our solar system. Some of this energy 
streams past Earth and one of the manifestations of this is the Aurora Borealis. 
As this energy passes Earth it affects the Earth’s atmosphere and some of the 
energy is adsorbed. Consequently we can expect sun spot activity to have some 
effect on our climate and weather. 

The next graph is a plot of average temperature during April-July at Yeovilton 
(see footnote) against annual average monthly sun spot activity since 1982. This 
general relationship applies to average temperatures during April-May and dur-
ing June-July. Notably, for the past four years (2006-2009) average tempera-
tures (April-July) do not fit the trend for 1982-2005. In particular, 2007-09 were 
much warmer than normal during April-May otherwise average temperatures 
during June-July for these years do fit the cyclic trend, although average tem-
perature during June-July in 2006 was particularly high. Notwithstanding the 
above abnormalities, the graph shows that average temperature is historically 
associated with sun spot activity: the greater the sun spot activity then the 
greater the average temperature. Although interestingly, the graph also indicates 
that very high sun spot activity is also associated with lower average tempera-
tures. 

We can conclude from the above that sun spot activity does affect average spring 
and summer temperatures. Consequently it is reasonable to expect that the date 
of first honey harvest and annual honey yields are related to sun spot activity. I will 
show in the next article to what extent this is the case. 

Footnote: Regional historical weather data is available from the Met Office only 
from 2001. Earlier data is available for specific weather centres. The nearest sta-
tion for Wiltshire is Yeovilton: www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/stationdata/. 
Monthly average temperature has to be calculated from the monthly maximum and 
minimum. 
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 A Report on the Bee Husbandry Workshop  
Peter Rose 

I attending this excellent day at Romford, organised between the National Bee 
Unit and Romford’s beekeeping division.  It was well attended with more than 40  
beekeepers attending from various divisions across Essex.  As Romford falls 
under the NBU’s South East Region this gave some of us from other divisions a 
chance to meet and hear from Bee Inspectors that we would not normally have 
contact with in our normal beekeeping activity. 
 
So what about the day?  The focus was on the day-to-day aspects of beekeeping 
rather than advanced specialist subjects.  Ideally suited for those in their first 
years of beekeeping, but dare I say even the more experienced ones picked up 
tips or changed their current thinking on one aspect or another.  The day was 
split between group lectures on main aspects of beekeeping and some smaller 
group workshop sessions. All were informative, with plenty of clarifying answers 
to questions we asked as the day progressed.  The workshops covered: 

Varroa Control – a management plan – Caroline Washington.  Useful 
pointers on how and what to use to minimise the impacts of these nasty 
mites throughout the beekeeping year 
Nosema – an unseen enemy – David Rutland.  What are the indications 
you may have this in your colony, how to test for it. What it looks like 
under the microscope and how to treat it. 
Hygiene in the Apiary – Michael Cooper.  A practical discussion to 
REAP the best rewards.   Responsibility of the beekeepers to ensure 
hygiene in all aspects of our work through Extraction, at the Apiary and 
Personal hygiene. 
Feeding – nutrition for bees – Alan Byham.  A look at what  the main 
constituents are of pollen and nectar, how this varies across plants: the 
why’s, how’s and when you may need to feed your bees 

There was also a practical demonstration in the Romford Apiary where we all 
saw how to perform brood comb change techniques (Shook swarm and Bailey 
Comb change) as well as how to cull drone brood, and sprinkle icing sugar on 
the bees as part of varroa control.  It’s always good to look in someone else’s 
hives, and with such a large group the variety of protective clothing and tools 
was another learning point, as was the fun of challenging an inspector to find an 
unmarked queen (successfully done). 
On a personal view it’s the first course of this type I’ve managed to attend, and 
long overdue.  It was an opportunity to meet fellow beekeepers from other divi-
sions, and hear their views and approaches not only in the down time (tea 
breaks etc) but also during the discussions in each workshop.  The inspectors 
were very informative and did a great job of passing on their knowledge in an 
easy to understand format.  The presentations were very professional and a lot 
of effort had gone into making the day a great success.  A big thanks to all those 
that made the day happen and the Romford division for access to their apiary. 
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I took away some great pointers on disease control, and a commitment to en-
hance the hygiene approach to my beekeeping with soda crystal washing of kit 
between checking each hive and maintaining all aspects of hive separate from 
another through honey extraction and back to the hive. 

 Behind the Veil 
Brian Tansley 

How was your interest in beekeeping kindled? 

It was not kindled as such.  I was born in 1941 and beekeeping was not a fash-
ion trend as it seems to be at the present, but a necessity for the welfare of the 
country. My Grandfather had kept bees for many years so they were just there 
along with the chickens, dog etc. I never thought much about them although I do 
remember he was always worried about Isle of White disease. I also remember 
going to the MFF (Ministry of Food and 
Fisheries) offices to get the sugar ration 
for the bees. I just drifted into bees my-
self at about 15 years of age, I spotted  

a feral colony in an old Elm tree, they 
were big and quite often hollow (the 
trees that is) on a farm I was working 
on. I got permission to cut them out and 
have them. All the protection I had was 
a pair of cycling gauntlets I got them 
along with a few stings and blew up like 
a balloon. The bees went into a card-
board box and I went back in the late 
evening and picked them up and took them home. My Grandfather gave me a 
little old cottager hive to put them in. I have had bees ever since. 

What were the formative influences on your beekeeping? 

Once I had bees of my own I found them quite fascinating, if I needed advise my 
Grandfather was always there. When I started going out with Gill who is now my 
wife she used to get fed up with me and my Grandfather always talking bees. So 
I would say my Grandfather was my main influence. 

How did things develop from your first hive? 

I have never kept many hives normally 3 or 4 stocks. At time of writing this (July) 
I have 8 stocks the most I have ever had.  For me it is just a hobby, one that I 
have spent most of my life doing and will carry on doing as long as I can. 

What keeps you beekeeping? 

I keep beekeeping because I enjoy it and think it should be something done long 
term and not just a fad to get into and out of as fashion dictates. There are many 
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things about beekeeping to keep ones interest other than the amount of honey 
although we all want it. I rather get the impression that housing swarms these 
days is a case of tipping the swarm into the hive and that’s it.  For anyone who 
has not run a swarm, try it and see those bees turn on mass and head into the 
hive; it is something that will keep you beekeeping just to see it time after time.  
After all these years of keeping bees it still fascinates me. 

Has anything gone wrong with your beekeeping? 

We have all had problems lately with varroa etc. From a personal point getting 
stung has effected me the more I have got stung, so I now use an anti histamine 
if I get stung  This year, 2010 has been a disaster for honey with very little com-
ing in. The last time this happened to me was 1976 we had a long hot dry sum-
mer and again there was no honey. 

What do you consider your beekeeping legacy? 

All the pollination my bees, in a small way have done over many years.  

What about the future of beekeeping? 

It is all doom and gloom at present and I am sure for the professional beekeep-
ers it is bad, but in the long run the bees will adapt as they must have done for 
millions of years.  We are already seeing fewer problems with varroa although 
other things have come along. Have you noticed how when you get a natural 
swarm not an artificial one, it is clear of varroa and seems healthy, are the bees 
fighting back?  I think they are adapting to present problems as best they can 
and will still be around long after we are gone. 

One last thing, do not mess your bees about more than needs be, unlike a dog 
which, the more you fuss it the more it likes it, the more you mess bees about the 
nastier they get.  

 White eyed Drone 
 

The photo on the front page appeared in the Ipswich and East Suffolk BKA magazine 
2010. I would like to thank the Editor of the magazine and EBees for permission 
to reprint. 

 Editor: I could not find much material on the internet. An article ‘General Genetics of 
Bees’ by  W.E. Kerr and H. Laidlaw which appeared in Advances in Genetics vol. 8 
edited by M. Demerec commented, at page 123,  as follows: 

‘The normal eye color of honeybees is black and when bees with white or colored 
eyes appear in a colony they stand out sharply in contrast. … In nature these muta-
tions have always been restricted to the drones because all genes which are recognis-
able in drones will be expressed since the drone is haploid, and the lighter eye color 
mutatations so impair the drone’s vision he seldom if ever succeeds in mating and 
therefore has no offspring’. 
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Report by Eugene Makovec, Newsletter Editor, Missouri State Beekeepers Asso-
ciation [seen in Hampshire BeeTalk April 1, 2010 and Shropshire Beekeepers 
Association July/August 2010 - Courtesy of EBees 

 A Striking Story (To be read while relaxing in the garden) 
Eugene Makovec 

Members of the International Sisterhood of Egg layers, Local 1851, are set to 
vote this week on a strike action against Sweet Bee Honey Corporation.  At issue 
is Sweet Bee’s new mandatory retirement age of two years for queen bees.  The 
policy was announced on March 1, and drew an ominous hum of indignation 
from egg layers across the company’s 1200-hive operation.  “It’s completely arbi-
trary.  It’s not even a matter of individual ability,” buzzed Myrtle, a 26-month-old 
queen who declined to give her last name.  “They just assume we’re too old and 
can no longer do the job.” Myrtle was summarily dismissed as she reached her 
second anniversary at Sweet Bee; just weeks after the new policy took effect.  
She was able to find work in a nearby observation hive, and while she considers 
herself lucky, she acknowledges that this is a huge demotion for her.  “This used 
to be where old, worn-out queens went to die,” she mused.  “I love my hive-
mates and am treated well by my keeper, but it’s not the same as running a full-
scale production hive.  I need to be challenged.” 

“It’s just not fair,” complained Rosie Romano-Ortis-Petrova-Schultz- Bertolli- 
Bremer-Maggiano-Boehner-Milosevic-Anderssen-Bommarito-Yurovich-Hegel, a 
22-month-old single mother of 54,371.  “I feel like I’m just coming into prime pro-
duction age.  I’ve got a lot of mouths to feed, and now I have to worry about one 
day being plucked out of my work station like some yellow jacket, and tossed out 
into the grass, or worse.” 

Sweet Bee officials declined to comment for the record, citing ongoing negotia-
tions.  But one high-level manager, speaking on condition of anonymity, called it 
“a matter of simple economics.  It is true that you can’t put a definitive age on 
productivity,” he said, “but the simple fact is, once they get beyond that two-year 
point, it’s really hit-or-miss.” And since the union has consistently resisted the 
idea of its older members submitting to viability testing, he added, “This was our 
only option.” 

Another company official concurred.  “Close to 50 percent of queens experience 
significant production declines in their third year, and the worst part is, it’s so 
unpredictable.  You have a queen who looks to be doing a great job, and sud-
denly she starts producing nothing but drones.  It’s very difficult, and very expen-
sive, to replace her when that happens in mid-season.” 

It is widely acknowledged that queen productivity declines with age, often during 
the third year and almost always by the fourth.  The reasons are complex, but 
experts agree that the largest issue is a decreasing supply of sperm in the 
egglayer ‘s spermatheca.  This organ is supplied on a mating flight within the first 

11 



two weeks of a queen’s life, and is never replenished.  (Sperm is required for 
fertilization of worker eggs, while unfertilised eggs develop into drones.)  In previ-
ous labour negotiations, management has floated the idea of requiring queens to 
make additional mating flights, possibly annually, in order to circumvent this sup-
ply issue.  But while drones have generally supported that proposal, the egg lay-
ers’ union has been vehemently opposed. 

Some members object on ethical grounds.  “It’s just not natural,” said one queen.  
“No queen in nature has ever been subjected to this ritual more than once, and 
we shouldn’t have to start now.”  Then there is the safety issue.  There are occa-
sional reports of virgin queens falling victim to birds or other predators during 
mating flights.  “Foragers deal with this danger as a part of their job,” said Myrtle, 
“but they’re also more nimble than we are, and have extensive flight training to 
boot.” After mating, the only time a queen would typically leave the hive is in a 
swarm, when she’s surrounded by a large contingent of workers. 

The last time the apiculture industry saw open labour strife was in 1962, when 
the International Union of Drones (DUI) declared a general strike, protesting the 
industry-wide policy of releasing drones in the autumn months in preparation for 
the winter dearth period.  But the ill-fated strike occurred in late September, at a 
time when apiaries had little to gain from negotiation with the union.  The action 
was settled within days in a humiliating defeat for the union.  In an effort to save 
face and in exchange for a promise not to strike the following spring when a work 
stoppage would have had more serious repercussions, DUI leaders asked for 
and obtained an unrelated concession -- the free-agent status that their member-
ship enjoys to this day.  (Some conspiracy theorists maintain that this was the 
result the union had in mind at the outset, though most experts agree that drones 
are just not that intelligent.) 

Under the free agent policy, drones are allowed to drift from hive to hive as they 
see fit.  It is not uncommon for a drone to leave his home hive in the morning, 
visit several drone congregation areas during the course of the day and then 
follow other drones back to a different hive in the evening.  In recent years this 
state of affairs has been blamed in part for the spread of mites and disease con-
ditions between hives, but there has been no serious discussion about amending 
the policy. 

As far as the impending strike vote is concerned, most believe the motion will 
pass easily.  “It’s just too much,” said an executive at another apiary.  “Sweet 
Bee can’t expect this big a change to go uncontested.  But (a strike) won’t last 
long,” he added.  “The company certainly can’t do without the queens’ services 
this time of year.  I’m guessing management will cave quickly - if they let them 
walk out at all.” 

Meanwhile, Romano-Ortis-Petrova-Schultz-Bertolli-Bremer-Maggiano- Boehner-
Milosevic- Anderssen-Bommarito-Yurovich-Hegel, the 22-month-old soon to be 
retiree, is busy planning for life after Sweet Bee.  She’s developing a plan for a 
pheromone-marketing business, and is looking for consulting work. 
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It looked like a cloud of smoke but I recognised its unmistakable noise. The air was 
alive with whirling, droning bodies which abruptly interrupted my afternoon walk in the 
leafy lanes of Warwickshire. It was a prime swarm of more than twenty thousand bees 
intent on establishing a new home. The swarm was centred on a  privet hedge where 
it was methodically alighting. A nucleus of bees the size of   a football was already 
clinging to the bush with many more forming a flying cumulus around it. My immediate 
thought was of how I could get them home, where, as it was mid May, I had a hive   
prepared for such an opportunity. But I had no means of capturing or carrying them. 

The bee-keepers mantra says “A swarm in May is worth a load of hay“, so 1 was de-
termined not to lose this windfall which could produce a hundredweight   of honey by 
August.  

I took the decision and stepped into the swarm where I spent the next hour in their 
world, completely enveloped by 
them, I proceeded with a plan of 
capture. I cupped my left hand un-
der the cluster and swept a ball of 
bees into it with the other. They 
quickly spread over my wrist and 
arm in an almost     liquid manner.  I 
shook a branch causing a second 
batch to pour on top of the first. 
They too spread like melting butter. 
By now, as I stood in the midst of 
the swirling deafening mass, I had 
bees on my face, in my hair and 
inside my shirt. After a few more 
manipulations, I had transferred 
most of the bees onto my hand 
which was by now well covered up 
to the elbow. Then came the crucial 
moment. As I shook another twig, I 
saw the queen among the tumbling 
bodies. She hastily ran between my 
fingers to join the burgeoning clus-
ter suspended under my arm. I 
knew then, that the swarm was 
mine.  

Cont. on page 16 
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14 Ashmere Rise Sudbury CO10 2QE 
Email: terrence.bird@sky.com 

tel: 01787 376174 or 07891 632926 

 Nature’s Reward (a True Story) 
Don Heenan 

This article and photo first appeared in the Newsletter of the Ludlow & District 
Beekeepers’ Association June 2010. I would like to thank the Editor of the News-
letter and EBees for permission to reprint this article in the Essex Beekeeper. 



14 

PETER DALBY—PEBADALE APIARIES 
Agent for EH Thorne and Northern Bee Books 

Also Apitherapy Supplies and advice 
Large stocks held; any item to order; competitive prices 
37, Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. EN8 8TN 

Tel/fax: 01992 622645  
Open Mon—Sat (any reasonable time)Telephone before call-

ing. CLOSED SUNDAY.         
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Contd from page 13 

The bees did not, of course, share my claim, since they do not recognise the principle 
of ownership. 

I stood motionless for another fifteen minutes allowing the remaining bees to join their 
queen. They seemed    content to accept me as a substitute for the privet. They toler-
ated me, not because they understood what I was doing, but because I did nothing to 
interfere with their instinctive behaviour pattern. 

When I was sure that I had gathered most of the clustered bees, I started for home 
knowing that the flying bees would follow me. By now my hand and arm were com-
pletely enveloped. The swarm was a huge triangular mass of   seething bodies. The 
mechanics of clustering bees is intriguing, with several thousand individuals, each 
clinging to its neighbour, building up to a shape which appears solid yet is very fluid in 
character. My arm was getting very tired as I had to hold it horizontally throughout. 

I walked the two miles home 
very slowly to where I had a 
prepared hive. With my free 
hand I placed a sloping board 
up to the entrance. With a 
sharp downward movement I 
dumped the swarm onto it. A 
few scouts went in and soon 
reappeared at the entrance. 
They stood with their heads 
down, facing inwards, tails in 
the air, their wings fanning to 
waft their “welcome” scent to 
their comrades, who then be-
gan to move inside. I saw the 
queen run over the backs of 
her workers to install herself in 
the new quarters. I knew then 
that the process was complete 
and that their swarming drive 
had been satisfied. Their hom-
ing instinct would erase all 
Information about their previ-
ous residence and would now 
guide them infallibly to this new location. 

My walk home generated a little excitement among the neighbours, one of whom ran 
home for a camera.      Occasionally, when we take out our box  of photographs we 
encounter a couple of dog-eared snaps which remind us of the time when I was hand-
somely rewarded for my successful impersonation of a privet bush. 

In case you have a question, the answer is yes, twice, and both stings were as a result 
of my own carelessness. 

 

Ed.: I had to print this story on the back page just so the photo could be shown in col-
our! 
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