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October 2009 

1 Oct. 
 
 
2 Oct. 
 
 
3 Oct. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 Oct. 
 
 
15 Oct. 
 
 
 
 
16 Oct. 
 
 
 
 
 
17 Oct. 
 
 
 
22 Oct. 
 
 
28 Oct. 
 
29 Oct.- 
31 Oct. 

Thursday 7.30pm Harlow. at Kings Church Red Willow. A talk by Eric 
Fenner on Winter Protection. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford.  Chadwick Hall, Main Rd., ’Beekeeping around  
the World speaker Brian Sheriff. 
 
Saturday 10.00am-5.00pm Maldon.  Skep making with Martin Buckle. 
This is a practical day for which there will be a charge of £15 per person 
to cover the cost of materials and tools that you may take away.  Lunch 
provided.  Please contact Keith or Marilyn English – 01621 858 648 – by 
September 5th (BBQ Day).  Numbers are strictly limited, so early booking 
is essential. 
 
Saturday 9.15-16.00 Braintree.  Alec Hunter High School, Stubbs Lane, 
Braintree, CM7 3NR. Annual Conference ‘The Value of Bees’. 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Epping Forest at the Chingford Horticultural Society 
Hall, Larkshall Road, Chingford. As this is our first indoor meeting of this 
season we are having a social evening including a presentation by Stuart 
Baldwin on 'Bees’. 
  
Friday 7.30pm Chelmsford. Great Baddow Millennium Community Cen-
tre Baddow Road Chelmsford Essex CM2 9RL, Quiz Night: Join us at 
this lovely venue (Millennium Hall) for a light-hearted bee related quiz, 
suitable for both beeginners and experienced alike. Light refreshment will 
be provided, along with prizes for both the best and worst scoring teams.  
 
Saturday  5.30pm Romford . Honey Show and Harvest Supper with judg-
ing by Barry Walker-Moore. Book the supper with Liz McNeill: £10 per 
head.  
 
Thursday 7.30pm Colchester.  Langham Community Centre. A DVD 
evening. 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend . Honey Show. 
 
Thursday to Saturday The 78th National Honey Show at St George’s 
College, Weybridge, Surrey KT15 2QS. 
 
Note:  
  Saffron Walden have no meeting in October on account of 
the Annual Conference being held at Braintree. 
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November 2009 

5 Nov. 
 
 
6 Nov. 
 
 
14 Nov. 
 
 
15 Nov. 
 
 
19 Nov. 
 
 
 
20 Nov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 Nov. 
 
 
25 Nov. 
 
 
 
27 Nov. 
 

Thursday 7.30pm Harlow  at Kings Church Red Willow. A talk by  Mr. 
Roy Cropley on processing beeswax. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford  Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea 
Park.  Speaker: Martin Buckle, 'Beeswax Modelling'.  
 
Saturday 2.00pm Maldon and DH  at Blue Boar Hotel, Silver Street, 
Maldon. Seasonal candle-making. No charge for materials. 
 
Sunday 12.30pm Colchester  at the Crown Manningtree, lunch starts at 
1.00pm. Contact Derek Webber 01206 271714. 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Epping Forest at the Chingford Horticultural Society 
Hall, Larkshall Road, Chingford. The subject for the evening is Varroa, its 
life history and control. 
 
Friday 7.30pm Chelmsford  at Great Baddow Millennium Community 
Centre Baddow Road Chelmsford Essex CM2 9RL.  The Divisional Sup-
per will be held sharing fish and chips (dessert and a glass of wine in-
cluded) followed by Paul’s famous raffle and a mystery guest speaker. 
Tickets price £12 - please make sure to contact Ian Grant 01277 652855 
in good time to reserve your plaice.  
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend .  An introduction to making mead with 
Roy Cropley.  
 
Wednesday 8.00pm Saffron Walden at James Pimblett’s Parsonage 
Bury, Henham CM22 6AN. Social Evening and ‘Brains Trust’. 
 
 
Friday 8.00pm Braintree  at the Constitutional Club. A talk by Peter Beale 
on Wildlife and Conservation. 

Brown Beekeeping Supplies 
A WIDE RANGE OF ITEMS IN STOCK 
Open Evenings & Weekends by Appointment Only 
Phone/fax: 01277 841048  Mobile: 07710 178588 

 
SUNNYBROOK FARM, WELL LANE, STOCK,  

ESSEX CM4 9LX 
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Behind the Veil with 
Geoff Pears (Colchester Division) 

How was your interest in beekeeping kindled? 

I think the kindling started way back in the mists of time when, as a boy, like 
most children, I had an interest in the natural 
world. Probably my first interest in bees started 
when, at the age of six, I accidentally trod on a bee 
on a friend's lawn - we have all done it but not 
maybe with bare feet. 

About forty years ago I happened to be chatting 
with a non EBKA member.  Beekeeping was an 
interest which had lurked somewhere in my mind 
for quite a while.  I made a note of this man's name 
and number.  Eventually, shortly before I retired, I 
contacted 'Boris'.  Originally he had invited me to 
come and see his bees all those years ago.  He 
was still keeping bees and yes, I would be most 
welcome to visit him. That did it - I was hooked! 

What were the formative influences on your 
beekeeping? 

This is where the fun started!  Following on from the first question, the aforemen-
tioned beekeeper said he wanted to reduce the number of hives in his garden 
and that I could have a couple.  He suggested a very reasonable price and lo 
and behold he said I could have them the following day.  Initially I had only 
wanted to look at his hives and think about it all in a leisurely way - as you do.  
The thought of having two hives at the bottom ot the garden excited me. 

That evening the beekeeper came to survey the site in the garden. "Perfect" he 
declared  "And the hedge will cause the bees to lift up as they leave the hive to 
forage. The apple tree will give them some shade". That same evening the two 
WBC hives were sealed and strapped ready for a move early the following day. 
The month was February. 

How did things develop from your first hive?  

Well, it was very exciting!  I understood that the bees were best left alone and 
that once a year,  at the end of the summer, I would be able to take off some 
honey. This idea attracted me no end and I knew I would be very pleased if I 
could get a couple of jars of honey to spread on the breakfast toast!  In those 
early days, as a 'bee-owner' (see 'Guide to Bees and Honey'  by Ted Hooper) I 
would sit watching '82 Squadron' take off and return to the landing stage. Some-
times I would sit at a distance with my telescope focussed.   
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Sometimes I would sit at a distance with my telescope focussed.  After what 
seemed like a short time, the bees were fruitful and multiplied. More boxes were 
obtained and soon I had four colonies..  Now, I am not a mathematician but I 
realised that some sort of mathematical phenomenon was occurring, like 
2,4,8,16 etc.  I thought up a way of reducing the number back to two.  I under-
stood that a sheet of newspaper, with a few holes punched in it, should be 
placed on the original hive and that the new box of bees should then be placed 
on the newspaper.  Things immediately began to look a bit better. Not so much 
woodwork in the garden!  I shudder to think now of what was going on in my 
hives but, marvellously, by the end of the summer I did have about 50lb. of deli-
cious honey.   My colonies staggered on through a second season and by the 
following spring one hive was bee-less. 

It was at about this time that I heard about the EBKA and made contact with a 
very helpful beekeeper who became my teacher and advisor and still is today. 
Together we investigated the surviving hive. I know now that life in that box was 
pretty dreadful. This was my first gaze into a brood box! I can almost hear the 
roar of astonishment from all those well-schooled Essex Beekeepers! From then 
on things went from dreadful to better. I signed up with the Colchester Division of 
the EBKA and attended lectures and lessons; practical in the summer months 
and theoretical during the winter. 'All was well' or was rapidly becoming more 
satisfactory. 

What keeps you beekeeping? 

Each year, having 'done the things which I ought', through the autumn and winter 
months, I look forward to the first serious inspection of my colonies in the early 
spring. Scents from the spring meadow and the newly opened hives are exhila-
rating.  The marvelling of life in the hives never palls. Oh, yes, it is nice to have a 
good spoonful of honey for my early morning pint of weak tea.  My wife, Barbara, 
uses honey for her bread-baking and other culinary miracles that she performs.  
Also, it is with great pride that I present friends and relations with a jar of honey. 

What have been the high points of your beekeeping c areer? 

It is always a joy to make a good job of collecting a swarm.  While collecting a 
swarm it is a pleasure to answer householders' questions about  bees and bee-
keeping. Also finding a queen and raising a new colony. I really think that bee-
keeping is one long highpoint! 

Has anything gone wrong with your beekeeping? 

Yes!  Do I have to go on?  My early unskilled efforts I have already mentioned. If 
someone is talking to me while I am zipping-up I get distracted. This leads to 
confusion when I am leaning over a hive  and notice that my veil is not zipped to 
the rest of my suit!  My early unskilled efforts have already been mentioned. In 
those early days I hadn't heard of Porter bee escapes. I won't go into the antics I 
got up to - they weren't very slick!  Also it is not much fun if the column of supers, 
made while examining the brood box, falls over. But, usually, bees are very for-
giving.  
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PETER DALBY—PEBADALE APIARIES 
Agent for EH Thorne and Northern Bee Books 

Also Apitherapy Supplies and advice 
Large stocks held; any item to order; competitive prices 
37, Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. EN8 8TN 

Tel/fax: 01992 622645  
Open Mon—Sat (any reasonable time)Telephone before call-

ing. CLOSED SUNDAY.         

What do you consider to be your beekeeping legacy? 

As a conversation piece, beekeeping must be very near the top of the list. I can 
respond to people's enthusiasm with added enthusiasm. Very often a conversa-
tion ends with me giving a contact number to ring if they want to find out more 
about keeping bees.  I hope that I have successfully encouraged people to learn 
more about bees and maybe to keep them as well. 

What about the future of beekeeping? 

We shall have to wait and see but I don't think it all comes down to Government 
money. All beekeepers would benefit from understanding how to recognise early 
signs of disease and what to do about it.  Courses on disease recognition are 
available and Government money is used to fund them.  Beekeepers, especially 
new students, should learn the science from an enthusiastic and expert teacher.  
It is not all written in books! 

Honey Buckets 30lb 
 

Mr Beesy has buckets @ £1.30 each 
 

For collection from Chelmsford CM1 2JG 
11 St James Park. Call Richard Alabone 01245 259288 
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Recollections of an ageing Beekeeper 
Nobby Clark (Braintree Division) 

Following my contribution in the ‘Behind the Veil’ series, the Editor asked me to 
trawl my memory for any interesting experiences in beekeeping.  In doing so, I 
gave further thought to the question ‘How was your interest in beekeeping kin-
dled?’  

Although all the answers I gave still hold good, I have given the question further 
thought and I wonder if it is an interest that can be inherited?  I have met a num-
ber of beekeepers in the county whose beekeeping interest arose from the fact 
that they grew up in a rural area and several generations in the family had been 
involved in country pursuits including beekeeping.  I was born and grew up in a 
town – West Ham – and knew nobody who had anything to do with bees.  How-
ever, from an early age I always felt more at home in the countryside, took inter-
est in wildlife and always tried growing plants especially from seeds, much to the 
annoyance of my mother who found my efforts all over the house.  My paternal 
grandfather came from the Tollesbury and Tiptree area of the county and like so 
many others in Victorian times, he was driven by the depression in the country-
side to seek work near London.  Is memory passed on in the genes.  How many 
of you have had the experience of going to a place where you know you have 
never been before and yet it seems familiar?  I have had the feeling of being at 
home in West Wales and in the Auvergne in France, which is not unlike Wales.  
My mother’s side of the family have had welsh surnames in more than one gen-
eration.  In addition I have had the suspicion for a long time, based on circum-
stantial evidence, that there may also be continental blood a few generations 
back.  Has anyone else had similar experiences? 

I have digressed from the original purpose of this article and must now return to 
beekeeping experiences.  In my early days of beekeeping I lived in Rainham, 
Essex.  I did not have a car but cycled everywhere including going to Upminster 
to borrow the Divisional extractor.  In those days there was relatively little traffic 
on the roads and so carrying a load was not a risky business.  Nowadays, simply 
cycling on the road can be a hazardous affair so is it any wonder that so many 
cyclists take to the footpath?  I previously mentioned going to EBKA meetings in 
Hornchurch and, of course, I cycled there.  The meetings were on Saturdays 
afternoons and after one such meeting I was halfway home when I developed a 
puncture and had to start walking the bike.  However, a Good Samaritan turned 
up in the form of the late Archie Horton, who was one of the leading lights in bee-
keeping in Essex.  He put my bike in the car boot and gave me a lift the rest of 
the way home.  A few years ago – more than ten – when Archie was in his nine-
ties, and not in the best of health, he had bees in a WBC in his garden in Ilford 
and his neighbours were complaining about swarms.  A number of us from Rom-
ford Division went along one evening to remove the hive to the out apiary at 
Havering Atte Bower.  When a few days later we went along to transfer the bees 
into a National hive I had to use a club hammer to knock the roof off.  In the 
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space between the inner boxes and the outer lifts, the bees had built comb.  Eve-
rything was stuck down with propolis and again the hammer came in useful to 
free parts.  This hammering so shocked the bees that none of us was stung. 

This reminds me of another experience since then when I was asked to go to a 
farm at North Fambridge so sort out some bees.  Apparently the beekeeper had 
been the grandfather, and father and son had kept well away.  Roy Carter (D.H. 
and Maldon Division) lives just along the road from this farm and so I invited him 
along.  There were several WBC type hives but as the farm was running deer on 
the land, all the hives except one had been knocked over.  The exception was 
upright because it was in the middle of a thicket and to get to it was like hacking 
your way through the jungle.  On reaching the hive we discovered that the bees 
had built comb on the outside of the hive as well as in the air gap inside.  We cut 
buckets of comb out and left it with the young couple to strain. 

On another occasion, I had a call from the police about a swarm in a road off the 
High Street in Brentwood.  When I arrived I found the swarm on the windscreen 
of a van belonging to a plumber who had been working in one of the nearby 
houses.  It was a Friday afternoon and he had been hoping to get away early.  A 
police car was standing by and when I went to brush the bees into a box one of 
the officers said “Hang on and wait for the press to come along and take a pic-
ture”.  So I did and the Brentwood Gazette had the picture in their next edition.   

Swarms are always interesting for no two are alike.  I am reminded that it is al-
ways advisable to have the correct address with you because of an incident that 
happened to me some years ago.  I recall that it was the first Saturday in June 
when Derek Webber (Colchester Division) was having his annual Apiary Meeting 
in Aldham.  I was about to leave for this when the ‘phone rang and a woman said 
she had a bumble bee nest and a swarm of honey bees in her garden.  I said I 
would call at six that evening on my way back from Aldham, when I would be 
passing the end of her road.  When I went there the swarm had taken off.  The 
house number was 134.  When I reached home I found a message from some-
body in Ingatestone who had a swarm in his garden.  I rang back and said I 
would come later just before it got dark.  Of course, I forgot to take the piece of 
paper on which I had noted the address!  I knew that it was Fryerning Lane and 
the number 34 stuck in my mind, but I was unable to find such a house.  I went 
home only to find it was a different number so I rang the caller to let him know 
that I would come on Sunday morning.  I took a nuc box with frames and easily 
secured the swarm which was low down on a bush.  Talking afterwards I sensed 
that the owner was interested in bees and so left the swarm with him.  These 
were later transferred to a hive which I lent him.  He is now a beekeeper and a 
member.  I have thought that this happy incident may not have happened if I had 
removed the swarm the previous evening.  Interestingly, I had a call this year 
from the lady at 134 Worrin Road who had another swarm in her garden.  This 
one I was able to secure and remove.  She pointed out to me the house next 
door where bees were coming and going near the dormer window.  Now, was 
this continuous occupation since the last time or re-occupation? 
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Managing Bee Health—Thriving not just Surviving 
A report by Jenny Johns (Epping Forest) 

‘Thriving, not just Surviving’  

This was the title of a day beekeeping course run by Andy Wattam, who is now 
the National Bee Inspector. He was also helped by Peter and Greg , bee inspec-
tors for the Eastern Region. About 40 beekeepers, many who had only been 
keeping bees for a season or two, met at Aldham Village hall, near Colchester, 
on Saturday 25th July. 

After a welcome cup of tea, Andy introduced the theme of the day which, as the 
title suggests was to help us do more than just let our bees exist. He emphasised 
the importance of the work of the bee inspectors who, through the season, get 
around their vast Eastern region to visit as many hives as possible to advise and 
help us with our beekeeping. They often see many examples of hives which, 
although still have a laying queen and so are surviving, are certainly far from 
thriving. If we are to recognise when things are wrong we must first be familiar 
with what we should expect to see in a normal hive. Andy likened keeping bees 
to keeping any livestock. You get out of it what you put in. You need good stock, 
good kit and to practise good husbandry. This will greatly increase your chances 
of having a thriving colony. 

It is not usually the beekeeper, but the bee inspectors who are the first people to 
spot any disease present in a hive. To help us be more aware Andy then went 
through the main bee diseases using photographs and descriptions to help us to 
be more familiar with them. In the tea interval we had looked at a series of photo-
graphs and tried to identify what they showed. This proved very difficult and 
made us realise how little we knew! The recognition and treatment of the main 
brood diseases was covered, AFB, EFB, chalkbrood etc. Adult bee such as Var-
roa and Nosema were also discussed. There are now two species of Nosema 
showing different symptoms in the hive. It is on the increase and the weakening 
effect that it has, combined with the viruses that are transmitted by Varroa, can 
cause colony losses. One aspect of good husbandry that we can do is to remem-
ber that old comb holds disease. Andy advised replacing at least three old 
frames every year so that no frame is older than three years. 

After lunch we were divided into two groups. One walked up the road to go 
through some hives with the bee inspectors in Derek Webber’s lovely orchard 
apiary. This visit was a very interesting session especially for the less experi-
enced beekeepers. The other group discussed Varroa with Andy in the hall. He 
emphasised the importance of monitoring. All our hives have Varroa mites and 
we must regularly keep a check on how many.The first way to do this is to look 
carefully at the combs during inspections. Look for signs in the hive, mites on 
drone larvae and on the bees. Bees with deformed wings are a sign of high in-
festation. The importance of regular monitoring of daily drop using a sticky Var-
roa floor insert was emphasised. 

We all have Varroa in our hives so what do we do to treat it? The message from 
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Andy was that using only one type of treatment , e.g. just oxalic acid in Decem-
ber, was not enough. We should use a combination of at least two different treat-
ments. We also should not use Apistan or Bayvarol strips any more as many 
mites are now resistant to these pyrethroids. Apiguard can be used at any time 
of the year when there are no honey supers on the hive, as the thymol will con-
taminate the honey. It is, however, most effective at temperatures of 15 C and 
above. Oxalic acid is used in the winter, in late December or early January, when 
there is no brood present. Drone comb removal is obviously only possible in the 
summer. 

Andy drew our attention to BeeBase which is the National Bee Units web site 
which gives much useful information and also to their booklet ‘Managing Varroa’. 

After we had swapped over the activities the last part of the afternoon gave us 
the opportunity to view frames that were infested with EFB and AFB. To actually 
see signs that so far most of us had only ever seen in photographs was ex-
tremely useful. To see the differences in the diseased larva to the normal is 
something we will not forget. 

This was an excellent day, very well planned and I am sure everyone present 
went home much wiser. We would all like to thank Andy, Peter, Greg , Derek and 
also Eileen Marrable who was the organiser. 

Technical Topics— Extracting 
Richard Alabone (Mr Beesy) 

Every beekeeper tackles this job differently depending on his facilities and equip-
ment, but the basic principles are always the same.  These notes are mainly for 
beginners but others may get some new ideas. 

It’s good to extract in a warm bee/wasp tight room and have warm combs.  If you 
don’t have a heater its best to extract straight from the hive by shaking and 
brushing the bees off, without using a clearer board which allows the combs to 
cool. 

When I started I inherited a strange wooden frame with two 1in. slats that fitted 
the inside of a super.  I discovered it was a super stand that pushed all the 
frames up 1inch by unsticking the propolis and making each frame easily lift able 
for uncapping; quite a useful thing. 

When uncapping, a container is needed.  The kitchen bowl will do, but it’s best to 
let the cappings drain and save the honey.  I use an old supermarket basket, 



12 

with a piece of net curtain in it, to retain the cappings.  This is placed in an old 
baby bath.  The drained cappings can be removed in 24 hours and put in a plas-
tic bag for later processing.  I have another identical baby bath, bought from a 
boot sale, which is used as a drip try and is placed right next to the uncapping 
basket.  This allows the worst of the honey drippings, while uncapping the next 
few frames, rather than having them drip all over the floor between uncapping 
and the extractor.  I have always sat down to do my uncapping, but I suppose it’s 
just what you prefer.  The setup has to be planned to avoid drips on the floor, the 
simplest being a bowl, for the cappings, placed right next to the extractor. 

Then there’s the uncapping knife.  Some use an electrically heated contraption, 
which takes some getting used to. Then there is an electric uncapping plane, a 
steam-uncapping knife, and cold uncapping knives of various shapes, even a 
special frame and stainless steel thermos flask to heat the knife. Why it’s 
stainless steel I’m not sure.  Many books say warm a knife in hot water which 
needs wiping dry before use. But it will only really do one frame and then needs 
reheating. I find that an ordinary carving knife is fine if the combs are warm. I 
have a wooden rest bar that goes across the baby bath. It’s about two and a half 
inches wide and one and a half deep and has a couple of holes in it, one and a 
half diameter, to take the frame lug. This supports one end of the frame while the 
knife slices the cappings from the lower end. Some beekeepers uncap down-
wards but I found that this was not so good. Then there’s those awkward corners 
or depressions that the knife misses. The knife itself needs to curve up to a point 
at the end, so that the curved bit can get into the depressions. But most of the 
time the knife will clear the cappings off in one pass sometimes guided by the top 
and bottoms of the frame. If the frame is 1inch or slightly wider, like Manley’s, 
then a fully drawn comb will be just proud of the frame bars making uncapping 
relatively easy. Don’t ever buy frames with thin bottom bars [S. N. 1] although the 
bottom bars can be replaced later, even if the comb has been drawn out. 

 If you look at beekeeping catalogs there are various heated uncapping trays to 
melt wax and to separate honey.  But the honey is invariably spoiled and is only 
really good for cooking but it might be possible to blend it with good honey.  I 
save my drained cappings in plastic bags, squeezing them into a ball in the bag, 
to be melted down later.  Many years ago I published details of my method of 
melting cappings and saving the honey using a domestic radiator with the liquid 
running into a separator bucket.  I called it a smelter.  Today, people use an ex-
pensive heater/separator called an Easy Bee.  Catalogs also show cappings 
melters, capping centrifuge, capping tank and various capping trays.  You can 
spend a fortune on this fancy, but unnecessary, gear. 

When it comes to extractors we have the same problem of making the right 
choice.  Electric or manual?  Tangential or radial? Large or small? Stainless steel 
or plastic?  I once used a tangential machine and decided it was dreadful, as the 
combs are so easily damaged.  I bought just the radial cage, to hold twelve 
frames, and mounted it in a large plastic container with a hole cut at the bottom 
for the tap.  A pair of plastic bevel gears and a handle from a catalog, completed 
a fine extractor.  Even at age 79 I don’t need an electric drive, which I had before 
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it failed. 

An extractor needs to be fairly high up in order to put a bucket and a filter under-
neath the tap. Another requirement is to be able to tip it and hold it in that posi-
tion in order to drain out the honey. Also, when extracting partly granulated 
combs and extractor will wobble about, so I have mine fixed to the wall.  By un-
doing the fixing clamps, I can swing the whole thing down to drain the out all but 
a few spoonfuls of honey. A very satisfactory arrangement. 

Lastly, there is the question of filtering. All sorts of expensive fancy gear is on 
offer, mostly quite unnecessary. Settling tanks in stainless steel, various strain-
ers, heated tanks with strainer;  the best being a nylon double strainer of 16 and 
30 mesh per inch. This just fits on a 30lb honey bucket but of course it sits into 
the honey. It needs three legs fitted on it to raise it above the bucket.  The honey 
is adequately filtered straight from the extractor into buckets ready for bottling 
later. Some people pour honey and wax into the bucket to be filtered later. This 
only makes work and problems. 

When it comes to extracting rape there is often some granulation, which clogs 
the fine filter but this doesn’t have to be a great problem. A curved kitchen spat-
ula can be found, to match the curve of the fine filter, to move the granulation 
allowing more honey to drip through. The granulation can be scraped off and put 
it into the cappings tray, leaving 
the filter ready to work again. In 
this way granulated honey can be 
filtered without any heat and with-
out constantly having to wash the 
filters. 

If you have the right equipment 
and method, honey extraction all 
goes smoothly – but, without a 
little experience and planning, it 
becomes a nightmare, which we 
are tempted to solve by buying 
unsuitable and expensive equip-
ment.  

14 Ashmere Rise Sudbury CO10 2QE Email: terencebird@hotmail.co.uk tel: 01787 376174 or 07891 632926 
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It is that time of year in beekeepers’ diaries, when the excitement of the last collection of 
honey is at an end. All that lies ahead is the task of preparing the bees for winter, with a 
good feeding and some healthy medication. Well, not quite! There is one further event that 
is certain to blow the cobwebs of the malaise of end-of-season away. Indeed, to raise the 
heart rate, and the adrenaline level, to its highest – Thornes of Windsor Sale Day. 

As usual, I made the trip as if on a pilgrimage. I, like several others from our division, bat-
tled the M25 traffic jams in the hope of arriving at the event in time to acquire the best of 
the bargains – and plenty of bargains there were. 

I recognised many familiar faces from the previous trips made and there were some new 
ones too. Just like our division (Romford), generally, there seems to be an upturn in bee-
keeping interest. The usual sale format applied where bargain hunters, the bee fraternity, 
lined up behind the barriers that surrounded the sales area, and awaited the arrival of the 
sale start time signal at 10am. If the trip along the M25, along with all the delays and un-
certainty of arriving in time for the bargains was not enough to age me ten years, then 
waiting for the 10am start call certainly did it. 

Providing the bargain-hunter beekeeper arrives early enough, the usual procedure is to 
collect one of the sales sheets from the sales counter and then to highlight the item(s) he/
she wishes to buy. This is important as it focuses the mind on items required and helps 
the beekeeper methodically identify their positions in the sales area. Walk around the pe-
riphery of the sales area and note the positions of the items of interest. This is the time to 
plan your strategy. 

Compose yourself. Study the topography of the sales area, particularly any clustering of 
the items of interest and the access routes to them. All this must be done well before the 
10am start time. If left too late, ideal positioning may not be possible, as other beekeepers 
may have occupied them and panic may then set in. Position yourself near to a cluster of 
items you wish to acquire. Select a position with easy access to all items in the cluster and 
with an easy and quick exit to other items of interest positioned elsewhere. A trolley is 
essential for the acquisition of several heavy items. With many items, then commandeer 
the assistance of a fellow ‘friendly’ beekeeper. 

The time nears 10am. You will observe a mood shift in all beekeepers – tension will 
heighten.  

 At the first indication of the start of the sale, move swiftly, following your planned route. 
Do not hesitate until you have acquired all the items you want – you may have only three 
minutes to get all the items, especially popular ones. Never leave items acquired unat-
tended, as these will go. At this point in time, the novice attending this sale will realise just 
how harsh the situation becomes – dog-eat-dog well describes the scene.  

This year, Norman McDonald, the warden of our Hornchurch Apiary, made his first visit to 
the sale. Norman recently retired from his job as a homicide investigator for the police. 
After the sale, Norman vowed never to attend another Thornes of Windsor Sale Day – the 
carnage was too great for him… 

As a footnote: 

The two pictures (see back page) show the contrast of the sales area prior to the start of 
the sale at 10.00am, and then at 10.06am – only six minutes to clear most of the sale 
items – that cannot be done with finesse.  

A Tale from Thorne’s Winter Sale held on 12 Septemb er 
John P Whittard (Romford Division) 
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THE  BACK PAGE 

The photo above shows  beekeepers waiting for the opening of the Winter Sale; six 
minutes later the photo below shows what is left to buy! John P Whittard suggests that 
novice attendees should take note! See article on page 14. 
 
 

Photos taken by John P Whittard 


