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November 2010 

Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow.  This month there 
are two talks. The first by Roy Cropley on processing beeswax and the 
second by Colin Wright on ‘Ideas for 2011’. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park. ‘Flowers 
for bees’. 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Braintree Microscopy class at Tabor College Pan-
field Lane Braintree CM7 5XP. Telephone Stuart Mitson if you need fur-
ther details: 01376 340683. 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Epping Forest at Chingford Horticultural Society Hall, 
Larkshall Rd. Chingford E4 6NH. An evening of candle making. Learn 
how to make both rolled and moulded candles. 
 
Friday 7.30pm Chelmsford Great Baddow Millennium Hall. This month 
we will be having the Divisional Supper on Friday 19th November, where 
we will be sharing fish and chips (dessert and a glass of wine included) 
followed by Paul’s famous raffle. Tickets priced £13.00 - please make 
sure to contact Ian Grant 01277 652855 in good time to reserve your 
plaice.[Ha ha]  
 
Saturday 2.00pm  Dengie Hundred, Maldon & District Blue Boar. Stuart 
Baldwin will be talking about bees … but not beekeeping. Come along 
and be entertained. 
 
Sunday 12.30pm Colchester at the Crown Hotel, Manningtree. The An-
nual Lunch is being held at the Crown Hotel. Tickets cost £15. Please 
phone Derek Webber 01206 271714 to reserve a ticket. 
 
Tuesday 8.00pm Saffron Walden A Social evening at the pub, ‘The 
Cock’, Henham, CM22 6AN 
 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend at Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham 
Lane, Rayleigh. A beekeeping quiz. 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Colchester at Langham Community Centre. Sally Hep-
her from The Woodland Trust will be giving a talk. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Braintree at The Constitutional Club, Braintree. A talk by 
Peter Beale on Wildlife and Conservation part 3. 

4 Nov. 
 
 
 
5 Nov 
 
 
10 Nov.  
 
 
 
18 Nov. 
 
 
 
19 Nov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 Nov 
 
 
 
21 Nov 
 
 
 
23 Nov. 
 
 
 
24 Nov. 
 
 
25 Nov. 
 
 
26 Nov. 
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December 2010 

Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow.  Christmas Party 
and finalise details for the AGM. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park. Christ-
mas Social. 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Braintree Microscopy class at Tabor College Pan-
field Lane Braintree CM7 5XP. Telephone Stuart Mitson if you need fur-
ther details: 01376 340683. 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Epping Forest at Chingford Horticultural Society Hall, 
Larkshall Rd. Chingford E4 6NH. Christmas Social. If you wish to come it 
will be necessary to buy a ticket, cost £3.00, which can be obtained by 
contacting Paola Nunn by emailing km.electricsitd@googlemail.com. 
These will be available from 21 October. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Braintree at The Constitutional Club, Braintree. A Christ-
mas gathering and quiz. Please bring some nibbles. 

2 Dec. 
 
 
3 Dec. 
 
 
8 Dec. 
 
 
16 Dec. 
 
 
 
 
 
17 Dec. 
 

County Pheromones 
Richard Ridler, Chairman EBKA 

We now have eight new portable observation hives costing some £300 each; one 
per division excepting Colchester. They make it practical to take live bees safely 
and easily to talks, shows, fetes, schools etc. The hives are intended for the use of 
all members who have the opportunity to use them. They are beautifully con-
structed and make a complete single frame visible from both sides. They have 
been largely funded by a generous grant from Essex County Council who had a 
special fund last year to support and further beekeeping throughout the county. If 
you use them it would be good to acknowledge the Council’s funding to your audi-
ence. Given the aim of EBKA is to promote and further the craft of beekeeping I’m 
sure they will get lots of use. 

Many, many thanks to all those who helped with the annual honey show at Barly-
lands in September. The show was another great success; entries were a fantastic 
50% up on last year. What are we going to do if there are 50% more next year? It 
was good to see all divisions working together to make the show such a success 
and competing for the President’s cup...congratulations to Southend who won it. 
The standard of entries was impressive but if you have not entered before don’t be 
put off. In my division a member who is only in her second year of beekeeping and 
had not entered before won the most points for the division. I think all those who 
helped enjoyed themselves and had a good day out but thank you again anyway. 
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EBKA Trophy and Award Winners 2010 
provided by Cyril Taylor, Braintree Division,  

Award For Winner Division 

Burt   Challenge Cup Containers of cut 
comb honey D Wardle Southend 

Cowan  Vase Sections and ex-
tractable frame 

 C L Lawrence 
D Wardle 

Romford 
Southend 

Dearman  Cup 
Twelve Jars of crys-
tallised or soft set 
honey 

 J McNeill  Romford 

Ford  Trophy 
Most points in ex-
tracted honey 
classes 

A L Cushion  Southend 

Horton  Cake  Cup  and  
Knife Honey fruit cake  J M Ridler  Saffron Walden 

Mallinson  Cup Cake of beeswax 
and candles  S J Jenkins  Saffron Walden 

Ongar  Cup Frame of extract-
able honey  J McNeill  Romford 

President’s  Cup 
Division gaining 
highest total  
points (ex Wine) 

 Southend  

Holmes  Cup 
Exhibitor gaining 
highest total points 
(ex wine) 

 A L Cushion  Southend 

Tidswell  Challenge Bowl Most points in  
honey classes  J McNeill  Romford 

Jersey  Cup Best cake of  bees-
wax 

 V M Taylor 
A C Edwards 

 Braintree 
Chelmsford 

Photos by Cyril Taylor 
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Award For Winner Division 

W.B.C.  Cup 
Biscuits, sandwich and 
fudge 

 J  M Riley  Southend 

Devall  Medal Novice gaining highest total 
points 

A L Cushion  Southend 

BBKA Blue Ribbon Best exhibit in show 
 P J Lear-
month 

 Saffron Walden 

Thomas Award Honey and malt loaf  M A James  Saffron Walden 
Essex  Chronicle  Cup Twelve jars of clear honey  J McNeill  Romford 
Chelmsford  Wine  Circle 
Marconi  Trophy 

One bottle of sweet flower 
wine 

 -  - 

A F Gunn  Jubilee  
Shield 

One bottle of dry flower wine 
 N T W 
Vickery 

 Southend 

Walden  Wine  Shield Best bottle of dry wine 
 N T W 
Vickery 

 Southend 

G  A  Taylor  Mazer Best bottle of sweet or dry 
mead 

 E Fenner  Harlow 

Archie  Horton  Award Most points for candles  S J Jenkins  Saffron Walden 
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Technical Topics: Hives for large colonies 
Richard Alabone 

Of all the apiaries I have visited, one in particular was most memorable: an api-
ary which had a Dadant: the largest hive in general use, the largest frame, and it 
was full of bees.  For many years my bees were in National brood and half, 
which has the same area as Dadant, but the results were poor.  Why?  This was 
partly due to poor Essex mongrel queens, which would occasionally throw a pro-
lific colony, but even then the management of the frames was difficult.  The half 
box on top was nearly always full of stores and the bottom box had to be kept 
clear of sealed stores in summer and replaced with foundation.  So what is the 
secret of the large Dadant frames?   

At Buckfast, to make best use of their own queens, they used 12 frame Dadant 
boxes but closed the bees down onto 7 frames in the winter, and this was the 
key to success.  By March most of the stores were consumed with a brood nest 
in the middle.  After that the outer frames of stores were removed, or moved out-
wards to be replaced, slowly and only as necessary, with drawn comb or founda-
tion from April to June.  In this way the full area of the frames was used for brood 
while the brood nest increased in size.  This is the key to producing large colo-
nies.  It's no good having sealed stores on a brood frame, you can't use it, and 
nor can the queen.  The beekeeper has to ensure that the brood nest can ex-
pand easily, without sealed stores at the top of the frames except perhaps on the 
outer brood frames. 

From the Buckfast experience their own queens needed 12 Dadant frames, and 
this equates to 14 frames of Commercial or 14 x 12, 15 frames of Langstroth, or 
20 frames of National.  So you see our standard brood boxes are just not 
enough for a prolific queen.  Some beekeepers in Devon, and myself, use a Na-
tional 14 x 14 frame which is the same area as Dadant, with the added advan-
tage of using National equipment which works well. 

The trick of reducing the number of frames for winter ensures that the summer 
build-up uses the full height of brood frames, while the beekeeper doesn't get 
lumbered with frames half full of sealed stores which bees are reluctant to move. 

Instead of end boards, two full frames of stores may be used by sliding them to 
the end when inspecting; they're too heavy to lift out each time.  The space out-
side the brood should be filled with clear combs or foundation but don't let them 
be filled with stores. 

For winter, bees need some ventilation; match sticks under the crown board is 
about right and insulation on the crown board helps as well. 

Having had the common problems of sagging and bowing combs, on my own 
Beesy frames, I now use a piece of wood, about 9 mm square, up the centre of 
the foundation on one side only and fixed with hot wax on one edge, or even 
small staples.  Wiring can be a single piece, from each lug in a V shape to the 
centre of the bottom bar, or the usual horizontal wiring – both need to be embed-
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ded.  Alternatively, standard wired foundation may be used but with the vertical 
strip of wood, which may be nailed to top and bottom bars if you prefer.  Al-
though my frames were at one time made of deal, with plastic corners, having 
split or solid bottom bars, they are now of 9 mm plywood, having split bottom 
bars.  Large brood frames have the central vertical wood as part of the kit. 

As well as preventing comb sag or bulge, the vertical wood prevents top bar sag, 
as it is supported on the bottom bar.  This is especially useful on Langstroth or 
Dadant frames which have longer top bars than National.   

When it comes to lug length, the Langstroth and Commercial are awkwardly 
short.  One hundred years ago the reaction to this was to make our British lugs 
1½ inches long which complicates hive design unnecessarily.  I've used 1 inch 
long plastic lugs for some years which are a good compromise. 

The outcome of this is that a good queen needs a large brood box managed to 
always give her room to lay, by avoiding sealed stores which bees are very re-
luctant to clear; so you have to be even more careful on a small box like the Na-
tional.  But plenty of beekeepers keep mongrel bees in the National brood box 
and avoid swarming by giving as much space as possible.  It's no good leaving 
full frames of stores in the summer; more than a small arch of stores will limit the 
queen's ability to increase colony size, leading to swarms.  

Report from the BBKA Forum 
Penny Learmonth 

held on 2nd October 2010 at the National Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh-
Park 

The Forum is convened for the purpose of discussion between the BBKA and its 
Area Associations. Propositions for the Annual Delegates Meeting may arise 
from the Forum, but there is no voting, although some electronic voting devices 
were tested out with a view to these being used at the ADM next January to 
speed up the voting process there. 

The main Forum topics remain education, research and funding. 

Education: There was an update on the development of the Course in a Case 
(CiC) series. The current white case is the Beginners course. The Basic will be 
yellow and is aimed at the novice beekeeper with strategies for successfully 
completing the first few years and passing the Basic Assessment. 

In the prototype stages are red and green aiming towards the level of General 
Husbandry, and well into development are more advanced modules. There is a 
return of interest for including honeybee husbandry in vocational training 
courses, for example horticulture and land management. Associations are being 
encouraged to use the material in the cases to promote their own development. 
The development of these later CiCs is being partially funded by FERA. 

Research and funding: Delegates were asked to discuss ideas for increasing 
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funds for research and to consider research topics that the BBKA might support. 
It was felt that there was expertise and enthusiasm within the membership for 
some research to be done by the BBKA directly. 

Other discussions: Among other topics discussed was a motion to encourage 
local authorities to incorporate more bee-friendly trees in planting schemes. 
There was further discussion about the use of the BBKA logo on some selected 
agro-chemicals. This last is still causing concern within the membership. Over 
time the contracts will lapse but the timescale is not clear. It is unlikely that a mo-
tion on this topic will be on the agenda again at the next ADM. 

S.E. Region Association Day  
Clive de Bruyn N.B.D. 

On the 7th September I attended the S.E. Region Association Day at Roots and 
Shoots, London representing the Bee Farmers Association. The area covered by 
the NBU SE region is, Kent, Surrey, E & W Sussex and Greater London (Essex). 
Such meetings were pioneered in the 1980s by the then Essex County Beekeep-
ing Instructor. The Regional Bee Inspector, Alan Byham, now wanted to provide 
a forum for the National Bee Unit to tell beekeepers about their work and the 
activities that they are involved in. The association representatives attending 
were able to give feedback, comments, advice, ideas etc. so that the NBU could 
improve the service that they offer.  

Unfortunately, it so happened that the day chosen was also the day of the Lon-
don tube strike. I used my bus pass and had no trouble getting to the venue (it 
was easier than using the tube).  Fortunately all the London and Home County 
beekeepers were present for a 10:15 start.  Alan gave a quick round-up of the 
work of the Inspectors in the area, followed by the association delegates giving a 
brief assessment of the season and how they were  progressing. From the notes 
I took it seemed that the local associations in the S.E. were inundated with new 
beekeepers, some embarrassingly so. I commented that care must be taken to 
avoid a divide between the new and established beekeepers.  

Beginners need classes but something should also be provided for established 
practitioners. 

Comments from delegates 
“We do not know how to cope/train the influx of new beekeepers.  All courses 
are oversubscribed.” 
“A difficulty dealing with new beekeepers.  (200 on a 1 day course” 
“Swamped by new beekeepers, membership tripled.” 
“Finding apiary sites a problem”  
“Huge increase in members, shortage of bees.” 
“Rapid expansion. (40 to 147 in 12cmonths). Lack of nuclei for beginners.” 
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Alan Byham then gave a roundup of the disease situation in the S.E. region, the 
smallest in area.   AFB has not been found in the last three years but EFB was 
present. Beekeepers were being invited to participate in a random survey for the 
presence of a range of pathogens. A sample of 60 adult bees from their apiary is 
required.  “Sentinal apiaries” have been set up in the area with traps to check for 
exotic imports (Aethina tumida etc). 
The use of Bee-base and how it could assist beekeepers was emphasised. This 
is the National Bee Unit web based information tool for beekeepers in England 
and Wales. It provides a wide range of free beekeeping information. I recom-
mend all beekeepers with internet access to have a look at this site and then join 
up. 900 beekeepers in the south east have registered in the last two years. See. 
http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/plants/beeHealth 
After the coffee break Nigel Semmence (Southern RBI) gave a talk on “Different 

bees, different hives” dealing principally with solitary pollinators. The Warre,  om-
let beehaus  and top bar hives were also discussed with a view to disease in-
spection.  
During the lunch break period Dr David Perkins gave a guided tour of the venue, 
(see inset)—a most  interesting place. There are bees but also many other inter-
esting things. 
In the afternoon Mike Brown from the NBU at Sand Hutton gave a brief summery 
of the work carried out by the unit again stressing the positive aspects of Bee-
Base. A report of his presentation is forthcoming from Alan Byham. 

Roots & Shoots    Charity no. 1064070/0 
www.rootsandshoots.org.uk   tel  020 7587 1131 
Walnut Tree Walk, London, SE11 6DN 

Pollination Day at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, 25th 
March 2010 

Alan Stonell and Sally Wadsworth 

This article first appeared in issue 2, 2010 Honey Bee Times, Journal of the Wilt-
shire Beekeepers Association. I would like to thank the Editor of Honey Bee 
Times and EBees for permission to reprint this article in the Essex Beekeeper. 

This was an initiative by the Rural Enterprise Gateway and the Knowledge Net-
work organised by Dr Karen Murray of the University of Plymouth. The day was 
aimed at farmers, beekeepers and bee farmers, representatives of the major 
supermarkets involved with farmers and those concerned with environmental 
issues and countryside and land management. 3000 invitations were issued and 
around 40 people actually attended. 

So … what is pollination? Pollination is the transfer of grains of pollen from the 
anthers (male floral part) to the stigma (female floral part) of a flower and is es-



11 

sential for the production of fruit and seed. 

The first lecture was given by Tom Breeze of Reading University on Quantifying 
the economic benefits of pollinators and pollination services in the changing agri-
cultural landscape in the UK. In 2007, insect pollinated crops accounted for 19% 
of total crop area, 8% of total crop output and 23.5% of total crop value. Pollina-
tor dependent crop output was worth approximately £430m.  Primary conserva-
tion techniques include the use of nectar flower seed mixes, enhanced hedgerow 
management and field corner management. This was applied to 2.5% of English 
farmland at a total cost of £24.3m p.a. Farm schemes are available to pay for 
this work. 

Dr John Holland from the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust spoke about 
On-farm habitat creation for pollinating insects. The aim of the Trust is to engen-
der practical and successful approaches to the management of species and 
habitats in the countryside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart showing the number of beneficial flowering species available to polli-
nators through the year 

 

Dr Pippa Rayner followed from the Bumble Bee Conservation Trust and spoke 
about Land management for bumblebees. There are 24 bumblebee species and 
225 solitary bee species recorded in the UK: some of the rarer species are found 
on Salisbury Plain where they are undisturbed. So, why conserve bumblebees? 

 

Cont. page 12 
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Tongue 
length 
(mm) 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Worker 
hneybee                               
Worker 
bumble-
bee                               
Queen 
bumble-
bee                               

Chart showing the range of tongue lengths in worker honeybees and bum-
blebees 

From the above chart it can be seen that honeybee and bumblebee tongue 
lengths only overlap in the range 6mm to 7mm. Therefore, bumblebees are able to 
pollinate flowers with longer corolla as well as a broader range of crops and wild-
flowers. 

Bumblebees and honeybees deliver most of the €14.2bn which Europe’s insect 
pollinators contribute to the economy. Bumblebees are hard-working and have 
become particularly important as honeybee populations have declined. Bumble-
bees are also easier to protect, but there is a need to manage land sympatheti-
cally. 

Penny Fletcher followed from the University of Reading, lecturing on Pollination of 
wild plants in arable fields. She spoke of the threats to pollination and pollinators of 
arable plants to highlight pollinator declines, due to modern methods of farming 
which lead to habitat fragmentation and isolation. This has an effect on pollinator 
behaviour and leads to possible genetic effects on plant populations. However, a 
different management approach is needed for arable plant conservation compared 
to that for supporting pollinators. 

Robin Dean of Syngenta spoke about Operation Pollinator. Robin is a commercial 
beekeeper managing around 200 colonies and is linked to the University of Read-
ing. He highlighted that there has been a 54% decline in managed honeybee colo-
nies across England and a 23% decline in managed honeybee colonies all across 
Europe over the last twenty years.  Honeybees are considered to be in serious 
crisis due to declining numbers of bee hives, ageing beekeepers, Varroa, and pes-
ticides.  Further, there has been an overall decline of 40% of pollinators in general: 
insects are the only practical pollinators of commercial crops. The consequences 
of inadequate pollination are misshapen and undersized fruit which may not stay 
on the tree until harvest. Inadequate pollination can also predispose fruit to stor-
age problems because of reduced calcium concentrations. (Volz et al. 1996).   

Land is a finite resource and there is a demand for even more food: therefore, land 
management is essential to meet the needs of a growing population. Good man-
agement was demonstrated by showing examples of apple trees in areas  

 cont. p14 
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14 Ashmere Rise Sudbury CO10 2QE 
Email: terrence.bird@sky.com 

tel: 01787 376174 or 07891 632926 

Clearance Sale 
from 10 October -
frames, foundation 
and beekeeping 
sundries. 

      Honey  Buckets 
 

Mr Beesy has 30lb buckets @ £1.30 each 
For collection from Chelmsford CM1 2JG 

 

11 St James Park     Call:  Richard Alabone   01245 259 288 

PETER DALBY—PEBADALE APIARIES 
Agent for EH Thorne and Northern Bee Books 

Also Apitherapy Supplies and advice 
Large stocks held; any item to order; competitive prices 
37, Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. EN8 8TN 

Tel/fax: 01992 622645  
Open Mon—Sat (any reasonable time)Telephone before call-

ing. CLOSED SUNDAY.         

I noticed a couple of small things 
recently which I thought I'd pass on 
to you in case you need any tiny 
snippets to fill odd corners of the 
magazine. 
  
We were on holiday in N. Yorkshire 
and passed a couple of apiaries as 
we travelled about.  I noticed that 
every single hive had a large stone 
on top of the roof, presumably to 
stop them blowing over! 
  
Also watched Terminus, an award 
winning British Transport film about 
a day in the life of Waterloo station 
made in 1961 by John Schlesinger, 
who went on to do some very highly 
regarded films including Midnight 
Cowboy.  One of the opening 
scenes shows WBC hives on the 
roof of Waterloo station, and a 
member of staff in railway uniform 
inspecting one of them, without a 
veil. 

Snippet Corner 
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From page 12 

where pollinators were plentiful and where they were absent. He also spoke of the use 
of pesticides including neonicotinoids in modern production methods. The third gen-
eration of these agrochemicals and their method of application are considered to be 
much safer – lessons have been learned and modern methods of crop production rely 
on these products! Unfortunately, lobbyists continue to distort the results of trials and 
there is no cohesive policy across Europe to protect bees and beekeepers. His final 
thoughts were that the approximate value of worldwide honey production is £380m 
and the approximate value of insect assisted pollination to agriculture £150,000m. 

The final presentation of the day was given by Dr James Cresswell of the University of 
Exeter. His subject was Neonicotinoid insecticides: a risk to bees? He described the 
application of these pesticidal seed dressings which use approximately six teaspoon-
fuls of dressing per hectare. Neonicotinoids are a family of insecticides that disrupt 
insect neurological functions, a few of which are highly toxic to honeybees. They are 
systemic, which means they are absorbed and transported throughout a plant, which 
can improve pest control efficiency. However, bees and other pollinators may ingest 
pesticide residues when feeding on treated plants. Unlike contact pesticides, this may 
occur over several days, or longer, if contaminated pollen and nectar are stored in the 
hive, thus increasing cumulative pesticide exposure to 2 to 12 parts per billion. This is 
not addressed in the current pesticide assessment process. The European Food 
Safety Authority is considering an improved evaluation process and if this is accepted, 
neonicotinoids would be reassessed within ten years.  

At predicted exposure levels, laboratory tests on honeybees have proved inconclusive 
as a few experiments found lethal or sub lethal effects, for example impaired naviga-
tion: however, most experiments found no effects. Field trials on some crops in 
Europe found no differences in health between pesticide-exposed honeybee hives 
and unexposed hives. Four EU countries have restricted the use of some neonicoti-
noids, as has the Co-op, a major UK farming concern. However, the National Farmers’ 
Union is concerned that a UK-wide ban would lead to increased resistance to other 
pesticides and render sugar beet cultivation unprofitable, while not necessarily improv-
ing honeybee health. 

Overall this was an excellent and informative day giving some very balanced views on 
land management and the state of our pollinators. 

To summarise:  

Insect pollination contributes an estimated £400m per year to the UK economy and is 
essential for maintaining biodiversity.  

Bees (honeybees and wild bees) are thought to be the most important pollinators. 
They have declined significantly in the last 20 years, which could pose a risk to future 
pollination services.  

Shortage of suitable food plants and nesting sites is the main cause of the decline of 
wild pollinators. This could be offset by large scale restoration of pollinator habitat, for 
example, by sowing wildflower meadows.  

Pests and diseases are the main causes of decline in managed honeybees – in par-
ticular, Varroa destructor and associated viruses. In the long-term, research to im-
prove treatments and breed resistance is needed. Short-term benefits could be 
achieved through improving husbandry standards among beekeepers.  
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Photo taken by Deryck Johnson 

Barleylands 2010 

Photo taken by Cyril Taylor 
Cyril also took all photos inside magazine. 


