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November 2009 

Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow. A talk by  Mr. 
Roy Cropley on processing beeswax. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea 
Park.  Speaker: Martin Buckle, 'Beeswax Modelling'.  
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Braintree Tabor Science College Panfield Lane, 
Braintree CM7 5XP Microscopy Group Meeting. 
 
Saturday 2.00pm Maldon and DH at Blue Boar Hotel, Silver Street, 
Maldon. Seasonal candle-making. No charge for materials. 
 
Sunday 12.30pm Colchester at the Crown Manningtree, lunch starts at 
1.00pm. Contact Derek Webber 01206 271714. 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Epping Forest at the Chingford Horticultural Society 
Hall, Larkshall Road, Chingford. The subject for the evening is Varroa, its 
life history and control. 
 
Friday 7.30pm Chelmsford at Great Baddow Millennium Community 
Centre Baddow Road Chelmsford Essex CM2 9RL.  The Divisional Sup-
per will be held sharing fish and chips (dessert and a glass of wine in-
cluded) followed by Paul’s famous raffle and a mystery guest speaker. 
Tickets price £12 - please make sure to contact Ian Grant 01277 652855 
in good time to reserve your plaice.  
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend.  An introduction to pollen with Roy Crop-
ley.  
 
Wednesday 8.00pm Saffron Walden at James Pimblett’s Parsonage 
Bury, Henham CM22 6AN. Social Evening and ‘Brains Trust’. 
 
 
Friday 8.00pm Braintree at the Constitutional Club. A talk by Peter Beale 
on Wildlife and Conservation. 

5 Nov. 
 
 
6 Nov. 
 
 
11 Nov. 
 
 
14 Nov. 
 
 
15 Nov. 
 
 
19 Nov. 
 
 
 
20 Nov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 Nov. 
 
 
25 Nov. 
 
 
 
27 Nov. 
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Where Can I Buy Local Essex Honey? 
Those of us whose contact details are on our website get asked this question 
time after time after time. Our website now has a map of Essex onto which flags 
can be put to mark every place where Essex honey is on sale....take a look. 
Please, please let our webmaster Stuart Youngs know where your honey is sold. 
Just email stuartyoungs71@aol.com with the name of the place (shop/farmers 
market etc) and a postcode. 



December 2009 

3 Dec. 
 
 
4 Dec.  
 
 
9Dec. 
 
 
11 Dec. 
 
 
17 Dec. 
 
 
 
 
21 Dec. 

Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow. A talk by  Mr C. 
Wright and organising for the AGM. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park. Christ-
mas Social. 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Braintree Tabor Science College Panfield Lane, 
Braintree CM7 5XP Microscopy Group Meeting. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Braintree at the Constitutional Club. A Social evening—
please bring some nibbles 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Epping Forest at Chingford Horticultural Society Hall, 
Larkshall Road, Chingford. This will be our Christmas Social and all are 
welcome to attend. Please contact Helen Chadwick by email or tele-
phone so that we know the numbers to cater for.  
 
Monday 7.30pm Chelmsford at Link Hall, Methodist Church, Rainsford 
Rd., Chelmsford CM1 2XB. Meet your Mentor. Following on from the 
beginners theory course, this is an opportunity for the beginners to be 
paired up with an experienced beekeeper and ask those questions that 
have been puzzling them. Passing on your knowledge, guiding and en-
couraging bee-ginners are the most important contributions we can make 
to ensure the continuation of our craft.  
Note: 
No meeting for Colchester, Southend, Maldon or Saffron Walden. 
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The Essex Show took place at Barleylands, Billericay, over the weekend of 12th 
and 13th September, which fortunately turned out to be a good one weatherwise, 
though it got a bit cool on Sunday afternoon. 
 
The Show began several days beforehand of course, with all the setting up that 
was needed. We had a good number of helpers for this, several of whom have 
been setting up the Essex Show for years. I took two hives which were to be 
used for open-hive demonstrations over on Thursday evening, and Richard Ala-
bone supplied two observation hives for inside the marquee. 

 
Show entries arrived on Friday morning, for judging 
during the afternoon. There was a record entry for the 
Honey Show, and the honey judge did not finish until 
well into the evening! We had two judges, one for the 
cookery classes, and one for the rest. Next year we 
shall have to get three judges to spread the load a bit. 
This is a good problem to have though, a problem of 
success not failure. 

 
The marquee looked very good, and we were complimented by the owner of Bar-
leylands. Attractions inside the marquee included the Honey Show exhibits, ob-
servation hives, honey-tasting, candle-rolling, beekeeping artefacts and  wasps 
nests, mason bee nestbox-making, information desk, and sales sections. Out-
side the marquee a hive was opened every hour on the hour, alternating the 
hives. The bees behaved beautifully despite this terrible imposition. The helpers 
were looked after by our experienced catering team with refreshments being 
supplied all day. They laid on a great lunch too, at a very modest cost. 
 
There were lots of visitors all day, on both days, so everyone was kept busy and 
I’m sure most of us had lost our voices by the end of the weekend. Candle-rolling 
was very popular with children of all ages. There were many, many enquiries 
about starting beekeeping and where people left their details at the information 
desk these have all been distributed to the relevant Divisions to be followed up. 
 
On the Saturday we had enough helpers to cover all areas and give time for a 
break, but we could have done with a few more on the Sunday. The Show Com-
mittee will be looking at ways to improve this next year. Despite being very busy, 
sales of honey were a little down on last year apparently. 
 
Overall the Show was an enormous success and if you did not manage to get 
there, then you missed a good one. We thank all the helpers, setters-up, break-
ers-down, caterers, everybody. You made it a great Show. 

 Essex Honey Show  
Pat Allen (Romford Division) 
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Southend scored 104 points to win the divisional prize with Romford (99 points) 
Saffron Walden (97 points) and Chelmsford (92 
points) close behind. This is the closest run thing in 
living memory and will no doubt encourage even 
more inter divisional competition in 2010. The Blue 
Ribbon for the best exhibit was won by Jim McNeil 
with his 12 jars of labelled honey. Congratulations to 
Chris Snell (Chelmsford) for getting the most points 
as an individual and to Michael Barke (Harlow) as 
the novice with the most points. Congratulations to 

Molly James (Saffron Walden) who won the 
WBC Cup (biscuits, sandwich and fudge) and 
her daughter Heather (Saffron Walden) who 
won the Marconi Wine Trophy. Well done to all 
prize winners, a full list will be on our website 
soon accessible from the honey show page. 

The number of entries in the show was 10% up 
on last year and there were so many entries in 
the wine classes that the judge insisted that we 
find a separate judge for next year. We look for-
ward to even more entries next year particularly from all you new beekeepers. 

 Essex Honey Show: Points Mean Prizes 
Richard Ridler (Saffron Walden) 

Thank You 
A huge thank you to all those who contributed to the success of the annual 
Essex Honey Show at Barleylands. Thank you to those who helped set up 
on Thursday, those who arranged exhibits, judging and scoring on Friday, 
those who helped on Saturday and Sunday with the public, those who did 
the catering, those who did the live bee demonstrations and those who 
packed things up on Sunday. We hope you enjoyed yourself and had the 
chance to spend time going round the rest of the Essex Country Show. We 
hope you will help next year and encourage others to come and help too. 
Thank you. 
The Show Committee 
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C.M.Wright 1st class 41 

P.H.Rowland 1st class 2. VHC class 30. 
C class 41. 

M.J.Barke 1st class 19. 

F.C.Potter 2nd classes 11a - 41.  

J.McNeill 1st classes 3 - 10 - 14 - 29 - 36 
- 39. 2nd class 13. 

T.Watson 1st class 12.  2nd classes 6 - 
15. 3rd class 14. VHC class 7. 

D.O.& P.Learmonth 2nd class 9. 3rd 
classes 13 - 29 - 41. 

J.L.& J.M.Riley 1st class 25. 3rd class 
24. 

N.T.W.Vickery 1st classes 31 –  48. 3rd 
class 45. 

S.J.Vickery 2nd classes 16 – 51. HC 
classes 17 - 41. 

V.M.Taylor 1st class 7. 2nd class 2. C 
classes 3 - 6. 

R.Alabone 1st class 15. 2nd class 14. 
VHC class 45. 

P.Allen 1st class 5. C class 7.  

A.Tillbrook 1st class 6. 

M.Harris 1st classes 2 - 38.  2nd classes 
5 - 7. VHC class 3. HC classes 6 - 10 - 
22.  

W.Moore 3rd classes 6 - 16. VHC class 
22. 

M.A.James 1st classes 22 - 23 - 24. 2nd 
class 45. VHC classes 6 - 14. HC class 
2. 

H. Rogers 1st class 49. 2nd classes 12 - 
23 - 24 - 48. 3rd class 2. HC class 45. -- 
B.P.Spencer 1st class 16. VHC class 17. 

C.T.Snell 1st classes 9 - 13 - 35 - 44 - 45 
- 50. 2nd classes 8 - 22 - 31 - 36 - 43 - 
47 - 49. 3rd class 48.  VHC class 15. HC 
class 14. 

C.Reeves 1st class 51. 

A.Huggins VHC class 41. HC class 7.  

E.Fenner 1st classes 8 - 43 - 46 - 47. HC 
class 3. 

D.V.Wardle 1st classes 11a - 11b. 2nd 
class 25. 3rd class 31. C class 13. 

S.Le-Sage 1st class 17. 2nd class 19.  

J.Ridler 3rd classes 23 - 50. 

R.Ridler 1st class 30. 2nd class 29. C 
class 10. 

T.& K.Parrish 2nd class 3. 

H.Hardwick 2nd classes 30 - 50. 3rd 
classes 22 - 24 - 25. 

Many thanks to all who entered the show, it made a wonderful sight as you 
walked into the marquee. Hope to see you all again next year plus all this year’s 
new beekeepers. Please try to get your entry forms in early to avoid mistakes. 

I would like to thank Daphne Wardle for stewarding all the honey classes & Bar-
bara Snell for the confectionery  Lastly Vie Taylor for writing all the show cards 
on the day plus Cyril who helped organise the prize money & trophy’s. 

 Essex Honey Show: Results 
Jim McNeill (Romford Division) 

This year’s show was very well attended with 232 exhibits from 32 exhibitors. 
There were 3 from Harlow, 3 from Braintree, 8 from Southend, 7 from Romford, 6 
from Saffron Walden, 1 from Colchester, 4 from Chelmsford. 
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Fred Richmond, President and long-standing member of Romford Division, died 
on 7th September. Although he had been poorly for a few weeks, his death came 
as a shock to us all. His funeral was a very moving ceremony, held at Herongate 
Wood Cemetery, and was attended by very many people, because Fred had 
been involved in so many different activities. 
 
Fred had been a member of Romford Division for 
many years and was an excellent beekeeper and 
one of the tutors at our Beginners’ Courses. He did 
not like to stand out in front and talk theory to a 
group, but put him in front of a hive with a bunch of 
students and he was recognised straight away as a 
master none would forget. He could never say “No” 
to anyone and as a consequence, he was mentor to 
many of our new (and not-so-new) beekeepers. It 
must have been tricky sometimes for him to find time 
to attend to his own bees! He leaves a massive hole 
in our Division. 
 
Fred joined the Merchant Navy when he was very young, getting the basic ac-
ceptance qualifications by working pleasure boats because his mother would not 
sign the forms for him to sign on directly. Interests included shooting and skiing, 
and he was a teacher of Tai Chi. He was a great traveller, often taking the grand-
children to far-away places, but his last holiday was just a couple of weeks be-
fore he died and was a week on a narrow boat with the family, which he greatly 
enjoyed. 
 
Fred leaves a loving and close-knit family, who have our deepest sympathies. 
One of his daughters, Della, is also a member of Romford Division. She helped 
her father with his bees and we greatly hope that she will continue with the bees 
and with us. 

Pat Allen 
Romford Division 

 Obituary 
Frederick Robert Richmond 1937—2009 

Nobby Clark of Braintree Division wanted to remember Fred: 

Whilst his passing is a great loss for his wife and family it is also a loss to many 
people in the beekeeping world. We have lost a very good friend, who has al-
ways been willing to help others to the extent that some individuals may have 
taken advantage of his generosity. I have known him for something like twenty 
years from when he first took up beekeeping and joined Romford Division, where 
I was at the time Secretary. His work took him away from home and I believe he 
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travelled in a camper van and a site where he stayed a number of times had an 
observation hive with bees. This stimulated his interest and one day when visit-
ing his allotment site in Upminster he saw a hive of bees that had been taken 
there by the late Dick Marrable and this gave him the introduction he was seek-
ing. At that time Clive de Bruyn was still the County Beekeeping Instructor at 
Writtle College and so Fred attended his courses and took his two daughters 
along as well. He took an interest in all aspects of beekeeping and regularly won 
prizes in Romford’s annual Honey Show. 

Four years ago Hayward Brown of Stock died and I became involved with his 
bees, quite by accident, and learnt  in March of that year the Bayvarol varroa 
treatment strips were still in the hives from the previous autumn and so I organ-
ised a working party to deal with this on Easter Bank Holiday Monday. The other 
members were Fred, Eileen Marrable and Clive de Bruyn. We removed the strips 
and gave all the hives a queen excluder and a super. There were 21 hives on the 
Stock site plus 11 on a farm in Hutton and 7 more at Downham near Wickford. 
Fred continued to assist with the hives until we had found buyers for all but six of 
these. As many of you know, Doris Brown was an agent for Thornes and Fred 
often called at Stock for bee equipment when he was returning from work. Now 
Fred’s work involved the sealing and waterproofing of roofs with mastic. Some 
years ago Hayward Brown learnt about this and used to cajole Fred into giving 
him some mastic. Thereafter he was known to the Brown family as “Mastic Fred”. 

One thing that Fred and I had in common was that we were both born and raised 
in West Ham. Fred was about 14 years younger than me and so his schooling 
was disrupted by the war whereas I had completed mine before the war had 
started. However, both our families suffered from the effects of bombing with the 
result that the Richmonds found themselves living further out in Essex at Elm 
Park, Hornchurch whilst the Clarks moved to Rainham in Essex. I say further out 
because West Ham, now joined with East Ham  to form the London Borough of 
New Ham, was always part of Essex, the boundary between London and Essex 
being the River Lea. 

Before undertaking his mastic work Fred served for a number of years in the 
Merchant Navy. It had always been his ambition from an early age and he man-
aged to gain entry by initially working on the pleasure steamers that used to ply 
between Tower Pier in London and the coastal resorts such as Clacton, Margate 
and Ramsgate and calling in at Southend. 

Although an EBKA member via the Romford Division, Fred used to go to other 
meetings in the county and beyond and had been almost a regular on the bee 
trips abroad and regularly attended the winter microscopy meetings in Braintree 
where, together with Eileen Marrable and Enid Ford, he was regarded as a sort 
of honorary member. Fred will be sorely missed. 
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PA System 
We have bought a PA system for use at shows, meetings etc. It has both hand 
held and hands free wireless microphones and can be used with 240v AC and 
12v DC electrical supplies. It made its début at the county honey show where we 
used it for the live bee displays. We used the hands free microphone worn inside 
a bee suit with the speakers on a car roof taking power from the car cigarette 
lighter. It’s available to all to use, just contact me if you want it. 

Richard Ridler 

 Technical Topics: About new Combs 
Richard Alabone (Mr Beesy) 

A frame with foundation holds great promise.  All the bees have to do is to add 
wax to draw out beautiful comb, perfectly flat with no holes or drone cells and 
fully drawn all round up to the frame. 

But this is seldom achieved.  Bees sometimes totally ruin a frame of foundation 
by nibbling wax away from the wires or more often removing the wax against 
bottom and sidebars leaving unsightly holes;  although it doesn’t’t have to be like 
that.  A swarm will build beautiful brood combs even without foundation using 
either the honey they’ve brought with them or collected nectar.  When a bee-
keeper feeds them they seem to lose the ability to make wax after a while and 
start robbing wax to pull out comb which spoils otherwise good frames because it 
leaves holes. 

There are two other ways a perfect frame might be spoiled.  Firstly, foundation 
often has a tendency to sag especially if it has paraffin wax in it, which is added 
to cheap foundation.  This effect is worse in hot weather or when there are very 
many bees drawing out the frame generating too much heat.  It causes bulge of 
the brood combs, sometimes just between wires where horizontal wiring is used, 
or bulge at the bottom where the foundation doesn’t slip between the split bottom 
bar.  Secondly, the whole sheet of foundation sometimes bows out from the cen-
ter of the frame.  This happens if the hive is not level, but also when bees cluster 
to draw the comb on one side only and their weight causes the sheet to bend. 

Most beekeepers follow the advice to replace two or three brood frames each 
year with foundation, but often these will get spoilt for one reason or another;  
generally by robbing wax to cap brood on another frame.  The best way to obtain 
new comb is to put on a whole box of foundation and feed, preferably when there 
is no natural flow, in June or July.  If you feed just sugar and water I found that 
bees soon have difficulty producing wax;  all they need is a little salt and acid.  
Two tsp. of salt in a gallon, with half a cup of fruit squash, seems to make all the 
difference.  This information doesn’t seem to be in beekeeping books, but it 
really does work.  At one time I also added vitamin C and multivitamins, but they 
didn’t’ seem to help. But this method of making a whole box of comb has  



has advantages and largely avoids unsightly combs. 

Having a stock of good comb has many advantages. When drawing out a whole 
box of brood frames it helps to exchange the side frames with the middle before 
they are full of stores and it’s best to remove the box before it’s all filled with 
stores. These frames may be used for a shook swarm, helping a nuc to build up 
or just replacing old brood frames, with the big advantage that there are no holes 
in the comb. 

On the larger frames, Commercial, Langstroth and fourteen by twelve, it is ad-
vantageous to put a vertical piece of wood on one side, down the center, about 
0.3 inches square and fixed to the foundation with hot wax on one edge.  This 
helps to prevent sag and eliminates bow ensuring that frames can be reversed or 
moved with impunity. 

When it comes to super frames we have the same problem of bees nibbling 
holes in the foundation, which they will never fill.  In fact a small hole will lead to 
a depression in a capped super frame, making uncapping very difficult.  Brood 
frames should be replaced after a few years whereas the super frames last al-
most indefinitely. I still use some that are about 30 years old, and the ones with 
holes in are more trouble than they are worth.  Try pushing a piece of scrunched 
up comb into the hole - it sometimes works.  Where there is a good flow, the 
foundation will in general be pulled out properly, but with no flow the holes ap-
pear. 

This year I did an artificial flow on a shallow box of foundation while using my 
special feed with salt and acid.  The result was perfect, but for a single small hole 
in one frame.  The stores were extracted and used as feed, and then the box 
was put over the crown board to have the frames cleaned up. 

So, we don’t have to put up with combs that are not flat or have unsightly holes, 
or are not even connected to the bottom bar at all;  and uncapping super frames 
with depressions, due to holes, can take twice as long.  It’s best to recycle the 
frame, save the wax, and then try to get them pulled out tidily. 
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PETER DALBY—PEBADALE APIARIES 
Agent for EH Thorne and Northern Bee Books 

Also Apitherapy Supplies and advice 
Large stocks held; any item to order; competitive prices 
37, Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. EN8 8TN 

Tel/fax: 01992 622645  
Open Mon—Sat (any reasonable time)Telephone before call-

ing. CLOSED SUNDAY.         



 Tales from the Hive: A Nasty Queen 
Peter Rose 

Is there such a thing I hear you ask, well yes I think so.  I’m a novice beekeeper and 
working through the books and courses ‘Will You Rear Good Bees’ rings through my 
head.  Bees are not all about honey, it’s the fun of keeping them, observing them 
and giving nature a hand to survive in the difficult world we’ve created today. 

I should have noticed the early warning signs this spring, I thought I’d mark my 
queens ( a new experience for me), my wife kindly assisted, all was going well, all 
under control when a bee calmly crawling on her leg, decided X marks the spot and 
dug it’s pointed end in! Ouch! I came away unscathed but lost a future assistant.  As 
summer drew on, the colony grew, the rape flowed and honey harvested, the stings 
or attempts from that hive became an every visit occurrence, whilst the other hives 
never troubled.  I blame the Queen and her influence on the colony.  After discuss-
ing the latest exploits of my bees with my banking colleagues (a regular occur-
rence!), I called my beekeeping mentor and a regicidal plan was hatched.  This 
banking world was on tender hooks to hear what the ‘Bee Master’ had advised.  He 
was rearing some queens and I could take and try one as soon as the queen cells 
were sealed.  The day duly came, I picked up 2 capped queen cells, wrapped my 
precious cargo up and rushed back to my apiary.  Hive open, old queen removed 
and the new queen cell melded onto the brood comb just on the edge of eggs and 
larvae.  Similarly, I placed the second one in a small queenless nucleus already pre-
pared as a reserve.  Now the waiting game begins:  Will she hatch? What’s the 
weather like? Too wet?  Too windy?  Are there enough drones about?  All the wor-
ries of an expectant father.  Will she mate? Will she find her way back? Will she start 
laying? And the golden question will the bees then behave?  Careful initial inspec-
tions didn’t look promising, but then ‘Success’ she’s there!  There are eggs, the bees 
are quiet and docile.  Hooray back to inspecting with thin gloves!  It’s amazing how 
the whole behaviour of the colony was transformed by a different queen from good 
stock. 

As an aside the nucleus’ queen cell failed to hatch, but I placed a test frame con-
taing eggs from the new queen into the nucleus, the bees did their stuff, and a new 
queen was hatched from that with equally good behaviour.  I think she’ll replace the 
hive queen where the bees are always so ‘flighty’ on inspections.  Thanks to the 
guidance of ‘Bee Master’ and good luck to all of you who try to improve your stock. 

 Tales from the Hive: About Stings 
Richard Alabone (Mr Beesy) 

One thing that beekeepers tend not to talk about is stings and aggressive tempered 
bees.   

Recently a friend moved too close to my angry bees and collected a sting on the 
ear.  I scrapped off the sting for him, but he said ‘it’s gone into my ear’ although I 
didn’t see it.  On closer examination I could see its tail end; right down in his ear.  
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Horrible!   I tried to gouge it out with a rolled up piece of paper but to no avail.  
Tweezers were the only answer.  ‘I’ll go home’ he said and got in his car, sped home 
about a mile, buzzing bee and all, while calling up his wife asking her to find some 
tweezers.  By the time I had arrived and parked the bee was out, still alive and buzz-
ing! 

In one area of Chelmsford a swarmy and vicious strain of bee has taken up resi-
dence in a good many houses generally behind fascia boards or in cavity walls.  For 
most house owners the cost of removal is out of the question and they are not both-
ered anyway.  At first these swarms appear to be manageable but by the next sea-
son they are desperate to swarm, sometimes twice, which means they collect little 
honey and generally are very aggressive.  To beekeepers they are a dead loss and 
the problem just gets worse.  I speak from bitter experience having been collecting 
swarms for 23 years, and try to loose those bad ones in two apiaries out in the coun-
try.  There are now ten colonies that will have to be sorted out, but bees like that are 
not easy to re-queen, some being almost impossible to deal with, and passers-by 
get stung even when the colonies are left alone. 

Even ‘nice bees’ can have their moments, but when and under what circumstances 
we don’t seem to know.  Recently a friend of mine was taking off supers with just a 
T-shirt under his overalls.  His bees were normally very manageable but on this oc-
casion they went for him, and he was repeatedly stung on the arms through his bee 
suit.  He won’t do that again.  The 
trouble is you can never be certain. 

Years ago I did the same thing 
wearing shorts under a bee suit, 
that gave me dermatitis, lasting 
several years. 

I’ve often wondered what it is it that 
makes bees suddenly attack, and 
how do they communicate?  Some 
say they smell a bee sting, which 
makes the flyers attack, but it 
doesn’t seem to be like that. Nor 
does the weather seem to be the 
answer, or time of day or storms.  I 
rather think it’s when a colony, as a 
whole, gets angry due to robbing 
by other bees or wasps.  It seems 
that in an apiary of bees, where the 
queens are sisters having common 
drones, that bad robbing starts 
where the guard bees are not able 
to distinguish their own hive scent. 
I’ve had evidence for this where 
moving a colony solves the temper 
problem. The answer appears to 
be - we just don’t know. You never 
can tell with bees. (cont p.14) 
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14 Ashmere Rise Sudbury CO10 2QE 
Email: terencebird@hotmail.co.uk 

tel: 01787 376174 or 07891 632926 



Brown Beekeeping Supplies 
A WIDE RANGE OF ITEMS IN STOCK 
Open Evenings & Weekends by Appointment Only 
Phone/fax: 01277 841048  Mobile: 07710 178588 

 
SUNNYBROOK FARM, WELL LANE, STOCK,  

ESSEX CM4 9LX 

When inspecting nasty or questionable bees I have learned to wear a pullover, or 
two shirts, under my bee suit and using two pairs of gloves one cotton and one plas-
tic.  Also, I stuff dusters in the tops of my wellees. Of course it’s best to have nice 
bees;  but don’t get caught out, even with ‘friendly’ bees, you might suddenly get a 
nasty surprise one day. 

Pollen from a variety of common plants: sunflower (Helianthus annuus), morning glory Ipomoea 
purpurea, hollyhock (Sildalcea malviflora), lily (Lilium auratum), primrose (Oenothera fruticosa) and 
castor bean (Ricinus communis). The image is magnified some x500, so the bean shaped grain in 
the bottom left corner is about 50 μm long. 
This file has been released into the public domain by its author, Dartmouth Electron Microscope 
Facility. (Ed. I have this image on my computer desktop). 
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From honey sales … 

To a virtual hive ... 

Followed 
by a gen-
tle stroll 
to  an 
observa-
tion hive 
…  

Finishing with the spectacle of a real colony inspection 
behind the safety 
of a net. 
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