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1 May 
Thursday 

8.00pm 
Harlow 

‘Queen rearing’  -  Mike Barke & Nick Holmes 
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA 

2 May 
Friday 

8.00pm 
Romford 

‘Microscopy & Bee Diseases’  -  Eileen Marrable 
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, RM2 5EL 

14 May 
Wednesday 

6.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

‘Improve Your beekeeping 3’  (for 3yr+ beekeepers) 
‘The Perfect Hive Inspection’  -  Deryck Johnson at 
his apiary CB10 2UY 

17 May Saturday 
Epping 

Forest 
Wanstead Apiary 

18 May Sunday Braintree 
Essex Young Farmers Show  -  Marquee in the   
Livestock Area  CM1 4LN 

19 

May 

Monday 

7.30pm 
Chelmsford 

‘Integrated Pest Management’ for Varroa. 
Clive deBruyn 
The Link, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2XB  

21 May 
Wednesday 

6.00pm 

Dengie 100 

& Maldon 

Apiary Meeting  -  Allotments, Arcadia Road, Burnham 
on Crouch  CM0 8EF     Bring and share   
RSVP peter@dmbka.org.uk 

24/25 

May 

Saturday/
Sunday 

3.00pm 

Braintree 
Day dependent on weather  -  Apiary Meeting  -  John 
Barlow  Queen Introduction  Telephone 07889495377 

28 

May 

Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Southend 

‘Candle making’  -  Jean Smye 
W I Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh.,  

29 

May 

Thursday 

7.30pm 
Colchester 

‘Ratty’s Return’ – the Essex Water Vole Project.  
Darren Tansley charts the ups and downs of life on the 
river bank for a 21st century vole. 
Langham Community Centre 

31 May 
Saturday 

2.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

‘Make your own Queen 2’  -  Take one home for 
requeening or making increases.  Richard Ridler & 
sally Freeman at her apiary CM6 2RB 

1 June 
Sunday 

3.00pm 
Braintree 

Apiary Meeting — John Barlow.  Look to see if the 
Queens have been accepted. 

5 

June 

Thursday 

8.00pm 
Harlow 

Microscopy  -  Martin Cavalier & Dave Eacott 
 Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA 

Divisional Meetings 

May & June 2014 
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The views expressed in any article are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent 

the views of the EBKA. 

More Divisional Meetings 

May  & June  2014 

6 

June 

Friday 

8.00pm 
Romford 

‘Stings’ tbc 
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, RM2 5EL 

9 

June 

Monday 

6.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

‘Make your own Queen 2’  -  Richard Ridler & Sally 
Freeman at her apiary CM6 2JW 

16 

June 

Monday 

7.30pm 
Chelmsford 

‘Making the most of your hive products’ 
The Link, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2XB 

18 

June 

Wednesday 

6.00pm 

Dengie 100 

& Maldon 

Apiary meeting  -  Creeksea CM0 8PL 
Grid ref: TQ 93457 95882.  Bring & share. 
RSVP   peter@dmbka.org.uk 

21 

June 
Saturday 

Epping 
Forest 

Apiary Meeting  -  Wanstead Apiary 

22 

June 

Sunday 

2.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

Apiary Meeting  -  ‘Catching, Clipping & Marking 
Queens’.  Practical experience on drones with       
Malcolm Legg at his apiary CM6 2RB 

25 

June 

Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Southend 

‘Apitherapy’  -  Barbara Dalby 
W I Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh. 

25 

June 

Wednesday 

6.30pm 

Saffron 

Walden 

‘Make your own Queen 3’  -  Richard Ridler & Sally 
Freeman at her apiary CM6 2JW 

29 

June 

Sunday 

3.00pm 
Braintree 

Apiary meeting  -  Mick Keepence   
Tel:  01376 323 413 

___________________________________________ 

Cover Photographs: 

“The telescopic water-bottle swarm collector (an idea from Clive    

Watson, Bromley BKA) was modelled to great effect despite the lack 

of bees.”  (see page 4) 
 

“Robert Pickford has to use extra large curlers for queen cages      

because his queens are soo …  BIG!” 

(see page 7) 
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Epping Forest Division 

Swarm Control  - 20 March 2014 

This popular topic in beekeeping drew a good audience recently to 

Chingford Horticultural Hall, and beekeepers were rewarded with   

reassurance (for those new to this arcane subject), and with       

homework for those who no longer panic at the sight of swarm cells. 

Chris Branch began the evening with a refreshingly clear explanation 

of the reasons behind the motives of honeybees to swarm.  With the 

experience of a professional biology teacher Chris took us through the 

elements with which we ought to be familiar: the natural urge to      

reproduce, the mechanics of the process leading to the departure of 

the bees (and the honey crop of the unwary beekeeper), and the  

common method used to prevent that departure: the artificial swarm. 

The usual description of an AS found in a book often involves several 

arrows and diagrams of boxes and may confuse the beginner; a  

physical demonstration with boxes is better – and better yet, of 

course, is to carry out a demonstration with a hive full of bees.  In the 

absence of the latter, Chris used a PowerPoint presentation to explain 

the workings of the system.  PowerPoint can be a turgid beast, but in 

Chris’ hands the illustration was lucid, economical and a delight to 

watch. 

The artificial swarm is only one of many solutions to the beekeeper’s 

perennial problem, and Eric Beaumont began the second half of the 

evening by pointing out one drawback: the requirement for a complete 

spare hive.  One solution is to use a method which only requires a 

nuc-box and five frames.   

The queen and her frame, minus queen cells, is put into the box to-

gether with two frames of sealed brood and bees, one of stores, and 

one of foundation.  Extra nurse bees are shaken in, and the box 

closed and the entrance sealed with grass. This box can be placed 

next to the main colony and re-united should the new queen fail to 

appear, or it may be used elsewhere. 

. During  
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The cells in the main colony are reduced to 

two open cells, and all others removed.  

Frames of foundation are given to re-fill the 

box.  During a check seven days later any 

further queen cells are removed, and the 

best sealed cell of the pair left to hatch. 

 

Homework is a dread word for some but   

essential for beekeepers, and an alternative 

solution was suggested but not described, 

also based on the need for less equipment.  

Developed by Ken Basterfield NDB, a Devon commercial beekeeper 

and BBKA Trustee, the method requires a brood box and frames and 

a Snelgrove board.  With an eye on the clock, Eric recommended 

homework for those  interested in discovering 

more. 
 

In the final part of the evening Eric gave an   

insight into the collection of swarms: public   

contact, equipment needed (tomato ketchup 

deemed essential for when hunger demands a 

visit to the chip shop) and methods of collection 

(Midnight Cowboy aftershave for disguising   

colony scent), were covered. 
 

The telescopic water-bottle swarm collector (an 

idea from Clive Watson, Bromley BKA) was 

modelled to great effect despite the lack of 

bees. 
 

By the end of the evening many left with homework which, for once, 

would surely bring pleasure. 
 

Further information: 

Nuc-box Method: 

     beekeeping.org.uk/is_nucleus_swarm_control.pdf 

Basterfield Method: 

     Beekeeping in A Nutshell No.14, Northern Bee Books, and 

     BBKA News November 2013: bbka.org/news_and_events 

Snelgrove Board:     shop.rich-field.co.uk 
 

     Plans for Snelgrove Board:    dave-cushman.net 
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 Bailey Comb Change 
 

Prepare a clean brood chamber filled with frames of foundation.  Place this 

chamber over the existing brood chamber.  Unless there is a strong nectar 

flow feed with winter strength sugar syrup i.e.1/2 litre of water to 1 kilogram of 

sugar.  When the bees have drawn out some of the foundation, find the 

queen and place her on this comb.  Put a queen excluder over the old brood 

chamber and under the new, thus trapping the queen in the upper chamber. 
 

If possible arrange a new hive entrance between the two brood boxes and 

close off the old.  This helps to reduce the amount of pollen stored in the old 

lower combs.  After three weeks remove the old brood chamber.  The brood 

will have hatched and the comb can then be rendered to recover the bees-

wax if desired. 
 

This system is ideal for replacing all the combs at once and is best performed 

in early spring, often with clement weather March is suitable, but remember 

to keep feeding so the bees can build comb. 
 

Diagram of Bailey Comb Change. 

 

   Super when foundation  

   In brood box Is fully drawn   

 
 

Bucket Feeder  
 Super  Super 

  TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT  TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

Bucket Feeder   Part drawn  New Comb  Colony 

Brood box  foundation  Queen &  on fresh 

of foundation  & Queen  Brood  Comb 

 
 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT  TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
  

Old Comb    Old Comb   

Queen &  Brood  empty of   

Brood    Brood   

Floor  Floor  Floor  Clean Floor 

       

 Queen confined to Old comb removed   

      new Brood box   

Start  About One week  21 to 24 days later 

For more information see National Bee Unit FAQ Sheet 32 
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On 4th April 2014 Robert Pickford visited Romford Division and gave 

a very entertaining talk about re-queening a colony.  

Robert began by giving some reasons for introducing a new queen 

into a colony – improve temper; more brood/better pattern; reduce 

swarming; improve honey yield; calmer on the comb; improve bee 

health (e.g. less susceptible to chalk brood). 

A bit of history 

Robert told us some of the methods used by beekeepers over the last 

two centuries.  The Romans first wrote about queen introduction,    

although no method was stated. 

The first account of a queen cage being used was in 1817, and the 

first recorded queen sent by post in a cage was in 1863. 

In the 1940’s Louis Snellgrove wrote a book on 35 various methods of 

queen introduction. He wrote about the many things that affect a 

queen, e.g. were there lots of plants nearby for foraging, and the   

particular time of the day when you did the queen introduction. 

Rainer’s method was to remove the queen, shake the hive as if the 

bees were to swarm, and when the bees were running drop the new 

queen into the hive. Alternatively, put the bees in an empty box in the 

dark for a few hours then add the queen. Another method was to 

smoke the hive then kick it to create turmoil, open a small space at 

the entrance and add the queen, give another puff of smoke and 

leave overnight before checking. 

Simms’ method was to wait until late evening, removing the old queen 

six hours before introducing the new queen.  Thirty minutes before 

introducing the new queen put her in a matchbox in a breast pocket to 

keep her warm, then open the crown board and add the new queen, 

close the crown board.  This method relies on the bees being 

stressed and the queen hungry. 

Queen Introduction 

 
Talk given to Romford Division 

by Robert Pickford  (Saffron Walden Div.) 
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Modern practice – direct method 

This method is adopted by commercial beekeepers who have many 

colonies so do not want a time consuming method.  The old queen is 

taken out and the new one put in immediately.  It involves only one 

visit, but the disadvantage is that the new queen being introduced so 

quickly may result in her being rejected and killed.  This is an         

acceptable risk to commercial beekeepers with many colonies, but 

not for the hobby beekeeper who may only have two or three         

colonies. 

Robert’s way – indirect method 

The indirect method requires the beekeeper to visit the hive two or 

three times, but is less risky and provides a better chance of the new 

queen being accepted.  The new queen is first introduced into a 

queenless nucleus colony alongside the main colony.  The nucleus is 

made up with two frames of sealed brood, with adhering bees, but 

with little or no open brood, as you do not want brood that can be 

used to make queen cells.  A frame of stores is added to the nucleus 

(there must be enough food to last until the next inspection).  The  

new queen is caged alone (Robert uses an old fashioned hair curler), 

covering the ends with one layer of newspaper.  Robert makes three 

pin pricks using a frame nail in the newspaper, which ensures the 

queen is released quickly, and pushes the cage in between the two 

brood frames.  Close both hives up and leave for one week before 

checking that the new queen is out of the queen cage and laying in 

the nucleus. 

In the old hive find the old queen, put her in a queen cage with 10–12 

attendants.  In the nucleus find the new queen and re-cage her,     

putting this cage back between two frames in the nucleus.  Transfer 

all the frames from the nucleus, with the bees and new queen, into 

the main hive.  Once again, leave for one week and then check that 

there are eggs in the colony plus enough food. 
 

Robert said that the nucleus bees will be accepted into the main    

colony without fighting because they were nest-mates before and they 

have only been apart for a week.  The reason for saving the old 

queen is that she may be a good queen but simply old, and you may 

wish to try to keep her through the winter and breed from her in the 

following year. 
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Timing 

The ideal time to introduce a new queen is in September as the bees 

seem to know that they have no chance of producing a new queen of 

their own making and therefore they will be more likely to accept the 

queen you provide. 

The most difficult period for getting a new queen accepted is during 

the peak of the season, in June and July. 

Report by Jilly Speakman-Bell 

____________________________________________ 

Request for help …... 

 

I had a White painted W.B.C. (no bees) in my garden.  It stood 

among the daffodils between fruit trees and it was stolen.  If any   

beekeeper spots a hive, recently appearing in someone’s garden, 

particular if not a beekeeper, perhaps they will let me know.  

 

Many thanks,      Jim Griffiths, (Ongar)   01277 363 590 

 Beesy   THE FRAMES OF THE FUTURE 

Beesy frames are now made with MDF and plastic so they are only £1.00 each.  
DIY works out at about 55 pence each frame. 

 
          Snap together ! 

          No more nailing ! 

          Reduced propolisation ! 

          All Frame sizes available !  

          Compatible with Hoffman frames ! 
 

Large brood frames now come with free support to keep comb flat. 
10 x National Dp or Sh   £10.00      Larger frames e.g.14x12   £18.50  incl P&P 

R.alabone@sky.com     01245 259288 

See our website:     beesyframes.wordpress.com 

mailto:R.alabone@sky.com
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PRODUCT LIABILITY INSURANCE 

 

You may be aware that the members of HRBKA who are therefore  

also BBKA members, receive certain insurance covers as part of 

BBKA membership.  It has come to light in recent discussions with 

the BBKA Brokers that this cover extends only as far as providing          

insurance for ‘’Primary Hive Products’’. 

BBKA’s Brokers have confirmed that this means honey, wax and  

propolis.  It does not provide any cover for cosmetics, polishes, or  

candles.  These are considered to be secondary hive products, 

that have undergone some processing and they are not covered.  If 

you are selling these items you should take out your own insurance.  

Members should visit the BBKA website for full information on the   

extent of cover provided through BBKA membership. 

Keith Simmonds 

Chairman of Harrogate & Ripon Beekeepers’ Association 

(Courtesy of ebees) 

  

For sale 
  

6 WBC hives with bees:        £300 each 
plus extra back up equipment available 

(at additional cost), lifts floors etc. 
  

Electric 9 frame extractor as new:     £750 ono, 

Stainless steel settling tank with strainer:    £180 ono, 

80 buckets:     £1 each. 

  

Contact Mrs Chumbley    01277 362 625 (evenings) 
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ESSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Present a BEE HEALTH and DISEASE RECONITION day 
 

Suitable for Beekeepers of all levels of Experience  

Come and meet your Eastern Regional Bee Inspector Keith Morgan 
& Local Seasonal Bee Inspectors at 

The Henry  Dixon Hall 
Henry Dixon Road, Rivenhall End, Witham, CH8 3HR 

Wednesday 25th June 2014 

reception 9.30.          10am. to 4pm.  

 
This relaxed and friendly day will  
include a mixture of Presentations, 
Useful Tips & Hints With              
Discussions. 
 
Apiary Hygiene -  varroa - Live     
Disease Comb Recognition. 

 
Practical session in the apiary      
observing how inspectors check for 
disease. 

 

IMPORTANT 

    You will need to bring a 
packed lunch 

   Clean Beekeeping Protective 
        Clothing 
 

   Tea & Coffee will be Provided 

Places are free to EBKA Members, but Pre Booking of places is 
Essential as limited no. available 

Contact:  Jim McNeill on 01708 765 898 or 

jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 
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An Encounter With Small Hive Beetle 

Richard & Jane Ridler  -  Saffron Walden Division 

In January we revisited the Kasese beekeeping co-operative in 

Western Uganda which we first went to two years ago.  The        

beekeepers and project manager there are so friendly and were   

delighted to see us again.  We had lots of fun experiences again 

making top bar hives from locally sourced  timber.  Planks have   

random widths, circular saws have appalling tolerances and the tool 

of preference is the panga (or machete).  Getting top bars made of 

the required 32mm width and with a slot down the middle was      

impossible; I only hope the bees will be forgiving.  We also taught a 

local team of ladies associated with the co-operative to made high 

quality two part bee suits from locally sourced materials; I just     

wonder why we don’t do the same here.  The cost was about £10 

each and the cloth was no cheaper than here.  The village           

beekeepers were delighted, the first two were sold immediately they 

were made.  We hope this will be the basis of a small local business. 

The beekeeping ‘highlight’ of our visit was an encounter with small 

hive beetles.  We left our gloves behind and washed and disinfected 

our suits three times on returning home!  We first found the beetles 

in a top bar hive which had a particularly weak colony in it.  The  

beetles varied in colour between black and dark crimson and were a 

little smaller in size than ladybirds.  They were very easy to spot, 

they ran around on the comb and in the hive at high speed, they 

popped into cells to avoid the bees that energetically chased them.  

SBH is a native of sub-Saharan Africa and considered a minor pest 

although the beekeepers we were with knew nothing about it.  They 

had the characteristic club ended antennae we had learnt about at 

home. 

Larvae tunnel through comb with stored honey or pollen, damaging 

or destroying cappings and comb.  They defecate in honey and the 

honey becomes discolored from the feces.  Activity of the larvae 

causes fermentation and a frothiness in the honey; the honey       

develops a characteristic odor of decaying oranges.  Damage and 

fermentation cause honey to run out of combs, creating a mess in 

hives or extracting rooms.  Heavy infestations cause bees to        

abscond       
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abscond, a common solution to problems among Apis mellifera     

scutellata. 

We also saw SHB in stronger colonies but the bees appeared to be 

well able to keep the beetles under control.  SHB is endemic and not 

treated in Africa, the most effective control being to maintain strong 

colonies. 

European honey bees have no experience of coping with SHB and so 

their effects are much greater.  Let’s hope it’s a long time before they 

get here! 

 

Typical Kenya Top Bar Hive   About to encounter SHB 

well shaded from the sun. 
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Local Honey Man 

 

London & Essex Commercial Beekeeper 

  

Honeybee Nucs from £165 

Mated Queens from £30 

(Defra & NBU standards compliant) 

  

  

Order online  www.localhoneyman.co.uk 

Contact us 07799-845-041 
  
  

The Bee Shed 
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor 

A Range of Frames and Foundation 

Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment 

Open by Appointment:     Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or  

Email:     beeshed@btinternet.com 

Meepshole,  Great Prestons Lane, Stock, Essex    CM4 9RL 

 

10 overwintered colonies for sale. 
Sound productive stocks on National frames, 

 which I will transfer to your empty hives. 
 

£95 each. 
 

Ring  0788 5257 108  anytime.    Graham Johnson. 
 

http://www.localhoneyman.co.uk
mailto:beeshed@btinternet.com
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Who’s who and how to contact them 

 

President of EBKA     Eric Fenner      Hon Member BBKA   Hon CLM EBKA 
 

Trustees: 
 

Chairman:      Richard Ridler,  Old Barn House, 36, Walden Road, Sewards End, Saffron Walden,  

    Essex. CB10 2LF.   email   chair@ebka.org      tel. 01799 218 023 

Secretary:      Michael Webb    19 Ingrebourne gardens, Upminster, Essex  RM14 1BQ 

    email   gsecebka@virginmedia.com         tel. 01708 220 897 

Treasurer:      Bob Manning     12, Moorland Close,  Collier Row, RM5 2AB 

    email   treasurer@ebka.org                    tel:  01708 760 770 

Divisional Trustees: 

Braintree James Jolley mrjolley@live.co.uk 

Chelmsford Richard Alabone r.alabone@sky.com 

Colchester Lee Bartrip leebartrip@gmail.com 

Dengie Hundred & Maldon Glenn Mayes trustee@dmbka.org.uk 

Epping Forest Ian Nichols ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk  

Harlow Mike Barke mjbarke@googlemail.com 

Romford Pádraig Floyd  psafloyd@yahoo.com  

Saffron Walden Janice Grieve janicegrieve@gmail.com 

Southend Marguerita Wilson  philandritawilson@sky.com 

Divisional Contacts:  To contact a local Division: 

Braintree:  Colleen Chamberlain   01279 876 333   Chelmsford: Brian Spencer   01245 490 843 

Colchester:  Morag Chase   01206 522 576    D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes  01245 381 577 

Harlow:    Nick Holmes  07730 735 752 Epping Forest: Robin Harman   07971 237 312 

Romford:   Pat Allen   01708 220  897                  Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler  01799 218 023 

Southend:  Chad Colby-Blake     01702 302 209 
 

EBKA Education Contact:   Jane Ridler  Old Barn House, 36 Walden Road 
      Sewards End, Saffron walden, Essex CB10 2LF
      01799 218 023  jane.ridler@uwclub.net 
 

The Essex Beekeeper  Magazine: 

Editor:   Jean Smye,  email: jsmye@sky.com     ‘NEW’ email address 
 

Advertising: Jean Smye  email:  jsmye@sky.com  

           tel. 07731 856 361  
 

Web site:  Nick Holmes    email:  webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com 
 

Distribution and Mailing Secretary:    Mary Heyes tel. 01702 588 009 
 

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region: 
 

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood): 

Julian Parker       julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk            tel.  07775 119 469 
 

All other Divisions: 

 Keith Morgan    keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk         tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215  
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