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Who’s who and how to contact them

Divisional Meetings
March & April 2014
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Walden

17
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Epping

April
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Forest

Harlow

Agronomist - Richard Martin
Swarm Prevention - David Tyler & Danny Nicholl
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA
‘Spring Management’ - Pat Allen
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, RM2 5EL
‘Spring Preparation for Swarm Control’ - Ted Grad
- The Link, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford CM1 2XB
Creams, Lotions & portions
The Norton PH, Cold Norton CM3 6JE
Swarm Control
Chingford Horticultural Hall
Mead making for beginners, First Spring hive
Inspection - Langham Community Centre

President of EBKA Eric Fenner

Trustees:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Hon Member BBKA

Richard Ridler, Old Barn House, 36, Walden Road, Sewards End, Saffron Walden,
Essex. CB10 2LF. email chair@ebka.org
tel. 01799 218 023
Ms Pat Allen,
8 Frank’s Cottages, St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, Essex RM14 3NU
email pat.allen@btconnect.com
tel. 01708 220 897
Bob Manning 12, Moorland Close, Collier Row, RM5 2AB
email treasurer@ebka.org
tel: 01708 760 770

Divisional Trustees:
Braintree

James Jolley

mrjolley@live.co.uk

Chelmsford

Richard Alabone

r.alabone@sky.com

Colchester

Lee Bartrip

leebartrip@gmail.com

Dengie Hundred & Maldon
Epping Forest

Ian Nichols

ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk

Harlow

Mike Barke

mjbarke@googlemail.com

Romford

Pádraig Floyd

psafloyd@yahoo.com

Saffron Walden
Southend

Penny Learmonth
Marguerita Wilson

penny.learmonth@mail.adsl4less.com

Divisional Contacts:

philandritawilson@sky.com

To contact a local Division:

Regional Bee Inspector - Keith Morgan
Constitutional Club, Braintree CM7 1TY

Braintree: Colleen Chamberlain 01279 876 333 Chelmsford: Margaret Clay 01245 350 117

‘Getting Off to a Good Start’ - Deryck Johnson.
Apiary meeting at CB10 2UY

Harlow:

‘Bumble Bees’ - John Taylor, Bumble Bee
Conservation Trust
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA

Colchester: Morag Chase 01206 522 576
Pauline Tidmas 01279 441 941

D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes 01245 381 577
Epping Forest: Robin Harman 07971 237 312

Romford: Pat Allen 01708 220 897

Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler 01799 218 023

Southend: Martyn Davis martyndavisbees@gmail.com

Essex Beekeeper Magazine:
Editor:

Jean Smye,

email: jsmye@sky.com

Romford

‘Re-Queening’ - Robert Pickford
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, RM2 5EL

Advertising:

Curtis Thompson

email: advertising@ebka.org
tel. 07809 562 045

Coach to BBKA Spring Convention at Harper Adams
College, Shropshire
- Contact Stuart Mitson 01376 340 683

Web site:

Nick Holmes

email: webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com

Braintree

Distribution and Mailing Secretary:

Mary Heyes

‘NEW’ email address

tel. 01702 588 009

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region:
The Norton, Cold Norton CM3 6JE
‘Improve Your beekeeping 1’ (for 3yr+ beekeepers)
‘Be a Bee Doctor’ - Jane Ridler at her apiary
CB10 2LF and Sewards End Village Hall CB10 2LG
‘Practical Swarm Control’ - Wanstead Apiary

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood):
Julian Parker
julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk
tel. 07775 119 469 ‘NEW’
All other Divisions:
Keith Morgan keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk
tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215

The views expressed in any article are those of the authors
and do not necessarily represent the views of the EBKA.
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More Divisional Meetings

The Bee Shed

March & April 2014

Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

A Range of Frames and Foundation
Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment
Open by Appointment:
Email:

Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or
beeshed@btinternet.com

Meepshole, Great Prestons Lane, Stock, Essex CM4 9RL

Local Honey Man
London & Essex Commercial Beekeeper
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Epping
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27
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April

3.00pm

30
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Saffron

April

6.30pm

Walden

Braintree

‘Practical Swarm Control’ - Wanstead Apiary

‘Honey Processing’ - venue to be arranged
‘Improve Your beekeeping 2’ (for 3yr+ beekeepers)
‘Many Manipulations’ - Richard Ridler at his apiary
CB10 2LF

Running a Practical Course?

(Defra & NBU standards compliant)

There has been some debate over the years as to whether nonmedical staff should use an Epipen on someone suffering
anaphylactic shock as the result of a bee sting. It was held that this
could be regarded as an assault if the person in shock had not
consented to its use.

Order online www.localhoneyman.co.uk

Legislation has now clarified the situation and makes it legal for
anyone to administer certain injectable medicines (in this case
adrenaline via an Epipen) in an emergency:

Honeybee Nucs from £165
Mated Queens from £30

Contact us 07799-845-041

Regulation 238 of the Human Medicines Regulations 2012 came into
force on 14 August 2013 and allows for certain prescription only
medicines to be administered by anyone for the purpose of saving life
in an emergency. The medicines this concerns are covered in
Schedule 19 and includes the medicine listed below.
Medicinal products for administration by injection by anybody
for the purpose of saving life in an emergency


Adrenaline 1:1000 up to 1mg for intramuscular use in
anaphylaxis

Cover Photograph: From Reigate Beekeepers,(courtesy of eBees) shows the fate
of part of their Association apiary, when the nearby river rose. Amazingly they saved
several colonies.
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Eastern Region Bee Forum
Report on the Eastern Region Bee Forum held at The Suffolk Food
Hall, Wherstead, Ipswich IP9 2AB on Wednesday 18 September
2013.
Kate Parker, National Bee Unit.
A
BeeBase.
She emphasised the importance of all beekeepers joining since it is used as the basis for the work of the
National Bee Unit and is of great help to bee inspectors in the field.
For example, in Suffolk, they know of 674 beekeepers; these have
906 apiaries and 3,207 colonies.
She was asked how many BBKA members are registered; she will
check.
Notification can be made by email if an apiary is within 3 km of a
foulbrood outbreak. Comment was made that this notification seems
to have ceased since Andy Wattam moved to the National Bee
Inspector’s post.
Could the system be adapted to allow users to determine in advance
whether foulbrood was within 3 or 5 km of a proposed new apiary
site?
It was important that sites are marked as either ‘Current’ or not. Sites
no longer used can be removed from the database, if they have no
disease ‘history’, by contacting the NBU 01904 462 510.
It was suggested that everyone on the database be sent a report to
verify their sites every January.
B
Bee Imports.
EU law requires at least 24 hours’ notice and
this can also be done via BeeBase. In 2013 there were 216 imports.
They make a 50% check of the paperwork and a 30% check of the
bees. Notification has to be made to the Animal Health Office; BeeBase will generate a pdf which can then be sent to them.

country, and I’m getting a sense, now, of beekeepers’ preferences, for
example, which hive types are the most popular and why. Most
exciting of all, are the new beekeeping methods that local people are
trying out.
Undoubtedly, the craft of beekeeping is a terrific
combination of new ideas and tried and tested practices.
Finally, I have a particular interest in the plants bees forage on and
I’m developing a bee-friendly garden, close to the barn, which will be
full of flowers for pollinators throughout the year.
‘The Bee Shed’ is open by appointment (day, early evening and
weekends).
Please contact me by phone or email
see
advertisement on page 14. I very much look forward to meeting you
there in the future.

The Bee Shed,
Stock
Already looking
well established.

Full
of
the
equipment you
will need for the
coming year.

C
eLearning via BeeBase.
This is in the final stages of
testing and will offer self tuition in bee pests and diseases. There will
be an in-depth section for new bee inspectors. It should be available
within a year.
4
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The Bee Shed
Wendy Swift
Last summer I opened ‘The Bee Shed’ in Stock to make a range of
beekeeping supplies available to local beekeepers. My intention has
been to add an extra shopping choice for beekeepers (in addition to
the internet, catalogues etc.) and to provide a local service.
Beekeepers can come and see products on display at ‘The Bee
Shed’, for example, different types of hives or feeders or hive tools.
Suits and gloves can be tried on, too.
I’m an approved National Bee Supplies (NBS) stockist and distributor,
and so most of the products sold in ‘The Bee Shed’ are from NBS. I
had wanted to set up a sort of beekeeping equipment shop for a long
time and when I undertook some research I was particularly
impressed with the quality of NBS’ products. Their hives, for example,
are made from durable Western Red Cedar. I have also been
impressed with their friendliness and good service - and if a visitor to
‘The Bee Shed’ requests a product that doesn’t happen to be in stock,
then I can contact NBS at once and it can be sent out to me.

D
In-field data entry for bee inspectors is also under
development. A version could be made available to beekeepers to
make their own records.
Dr Giles Budge, the NBU’s Research Co-ordinator.
A
Asian Hornet. The NBU’s leader for this is Dr Gay Maris. The
hornet entered France (inland from Bordeaux) in 2004 and has been
spreading at 200 km/year! It is now in both Spain and Belgium and
could fly the Channel - but was more likely to enter as a mated queen
on pottery, boxes, trees or soil. It will come; the only question is
when. It predates preferentially on honey bees so beekeepers are
likely to be the first to see it. There are details on BeeBase.
It has very large nests and ‘hawks’ outside bee hives, catching and
killing bees as they attempt to defend the colony. The best defence,
practiced with success in France, is to trap queens in spring. Traps
should have an entrance hole of 7mm (to exclude our larger native
hornet) and 5mm escape holes for non-target species; there are
examples on BeeBase. Every beekeeper should have them. Once a
hornet is caught, take a photograph and send it to
alert_nonnative@ceh.ac.uk.
B

Foulbrood.

‘The Bee Shed’ itself is located in a large, traditional, cruck-frame
Essex barn, which my husband and I have been building over the
past few years. It is still a work in progress! The plan has been to
build a barn with (where possible) local wood and craftsmanship, and
so the large ‘A’ frames of sweet chestnut were cut down just a couple
of miles away. Inside the barn, we’ve made most of the furniture
ourselves, including the oak table and the hazel chairs. The woodcarvings you will see there, such as the large wizard in the central
yew pillar and the two barn owls, are more examples of our love of all
things wood!

AFB.
10 to 50 million spores cause an infection; they have been
known to be infective for 35 years. The ‘roping test’ is definitive.
Tends to kill brood a little later than EFB and so late stage larvae are
often visible, but it can also kill pupae. In such cases cappings can
appear sunken, perforated and when uncapped the tongue of the
pupa can sometimes remain. The percentage of colonies with AFB in
England and Wales has remained at a very low level since 1940. The
Random apiary survey (2009-2011) indicated that AFB affects 0.25%
(1 in 400) of apiaries across England and Wales.

I’m a beekeeper myself and it has been a real pleasure to become so
involved in the world of bees and beekeeping equipment. Some of
the most enjoyable moments have come from sharing stories with
customers of beekeeping experiences. As we all know, different
beekeepers practice beekeeping in different ways. I find it fascinating
that there are these differences in such a relatively small area of the

EFB.
This does not form spores but can remain infective for 3½
years on hive equipment. The smell, from secondary invaders, is not
perceptible to all but is said by some to resemble fox poo. In England
and Wales, incidence peaked 1985-2000 but this could be due to
changes in the treatment regime which now requires destruction of
heavily diseased colonies with the option of either OTC or preferably
shook swarm treatment of more lightly diseased colonies.
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The Random Apiary Survey (Year 1: 2,292 apiaries, 9,681 colonies;
Year 2: 2,252 apiaries, 9,504 colonies) proved that the NBU’s
methodology of inspecting only those within a set radius of an
outbreak was more efficient at finding disease than inspectors
wandering randomly in the landscape - but this does not mean that
the NBU protocols cannot be improved.
Disease transmission.
In Norway some 3,000 colonies were
found infected with EFB; morbidity was 40% – they decided on the
destruction of every colony in an operation with even a single
detection of the causative organism. Dr Budge was not sure how
effective this was because they have not followed up with exhaustive
testing. Switzerland has also suffered really badly recently. We don’t
really know how the diseases are transmitted.
The Insect Pollinators’ Initiative (IPI) has funded research into
modelling systems which will allow us to understand the epidemiology
of EFB (and AFB too). While the NBU has a great deal of
information, it doesn’t have the skills to analyse all the data, so the
NBU is working closely with the Universities of Newcastle and
Warwick, which have those modelling skills. Is there a pattern? Are
single cases sporadic or part of a cluster with a common cause?
These are both important questions to answer.
In a study with Newcastle University, beekeeper behaviour was
studied. A questionnaire sent to all 68 Jersey beekeepers elicited a
reply from 40. They were asked what they thought were the main
factors in transmission: replies included importation (they are within
flight range of France), collecting swarms and sharing equipment.
The model suggested that the beekeeping behaviours of collecting
swarms, importing queens increased likelihood of a beekeeper
having AFB, but this was quite a small study.

training days and meetings at outside events for nosema and
acarine mite checking under the microscope. Pollen slides etc.
To learn more about the Iceni Microscopy Study Group visit the
website on www.icenimsg.co.uk (currently being rebuilt).
We should be happy to welcome all beekeepers to contact us to find
out more. We are delighted to advise you that we have more space
available to welcome new members.
WE NOW HAVE A BIGGER SPACE, with an up-to-date kitchen and
toilets (including disabled facilities) AND WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN
US.

2-day Microscopy Course –
Designed for Beekeepers
by Beekeepers.

The ICENI MICROSCOPY
STUDY GROUP is presenting a 2-day microscopy
course, over a weekend, on
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th April 2014 at:
Bergh Apton Village Hall, Cooke’s Road, Bergh Apton,
NORWICH NR15 1AA
Come along to learn how to use a microscope for the study of bees,
bee diseases and pollens. Equipment provided as necessary. If you
have a microscope you are welcome to bring it along.
COST:

EFB Pathogen Diversity.
The genes of Melissococcus
plutonius (Mp) have now been mapped; there are 2,009. These
interact in different ways so all Mp is unlikely to be the same. Four
genes have been selected to ‘type’ the different strains and therefore
show the diversity of Mp (published in Haynes et al., 2013).
6

£70 for the 2 days, to include mid morning and afternoon
refreshments and light lunch, and a basic microscopy kit.

Booking essential — places are limited.
Enquiries to;

Brian Norman, brian@ftfarm.co.uk or 01502 712364
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Microscopy Group moves to Bergh Apton Village Hall
Jeremy Quinlan
The Iceni Microscopy Study Group has moved its headquarters to
Bergh Apton Village Hall, Norfolk. The move was necessary because
of the ongoing success of the group; more members meant more
space was needed. It was with much sadness that we left our
original home: Esmaralda’s at Barsham.
It all started in 2007 when a germ of an idea was floated by a
founding member of the group. He had a dream of creating a
microscopy group to study bee diseases and natural history. That
idea became a microscopy group with the initial aim of training
beekeepers to spot disease in their own bees. In 2008 a beginners’
microscopy course was promoted, with experts coming from the
Quekett Microscopical Club in London to teach microscopy. The
course filled up very quickly and around 15 people became the first
people in East Anglia to take advantage of a unique training course.
Those 15 people became the nucleus of the “Study Group” and the
founder members which became an association with monthly
meetings.

Like all of us, Mp has a family tree; some types have been found
confined to a single beekeeper, and those to whom they sold bees!
Norfolk and Suffolk, is an area of intense study for the project due to
its long history with EFB; there are several different types there. So
far, 15 types have been found England and Wales. Some isolates of
Mp cause 90% morbidity, others 7-8%. Similar work is now being
done on Paenibacillus larvae, the causative agent of American
foulbrood.
Ben Jones, PhD Student: Effect of dietary pollen on honey bee
immunity.
Pollens vary in their protein content from 2.5% to 30%, with a mode at
about 30%. Its effects on immunity are unknown. To measure bee
immunity there are multiple parameters – it is a balance between
immune functions, the pathogen and the species response. Temporal
responses differ. To challenge immunity he used lipopolysaccharides
(LPS) from dead E. coli, a ‘standardised’ immune elicitor; this was
injected into bees. After injection, phenol oxidase (foreign body)
activity and glucose oxidase (social immunity) activity was measured.
He then moved on to field based trials assessing development
nutrition, longevity and immunity, looking for the link between diet and
immunity.

As the group grew in strength diversification took place and work
began on the study of other things besides bees. The Group has
made discoveries which were reported to the correct authorities;
those findings now reside in the Central Science Laboratory in York.
As is often the case amateurs find things which the professionals do
not, and we are proud to say that we have been the first in a couple
of areas.

He plans to study artificial feeds, measuring their protein and amino
acid content, and hopes to answer the question: how does disease
resistance relate to colony health? Is it better to have healthy
individuals or to eject the diseased?

Throughout the year we welcome guests and people who wish to
attend for a meeting. Attending one meeting allows you to have a
taster and you only pay for the one day. We also run training courses
specifically for beekeepers:-

Now that EARS I is almost complete, we have been helping Ben
Jones (see above) but hope to fund another PhD student to assist Dr
Alan Bowman of Aberdeen University with his research into gene
knockdown (dsRNAi), EARS II, but what do we do if we are
unsuccessful? “Ask Giles!” came the reply.

on how to understand the theory and use of a microscope; high
and low powered (see the below advert)
we also do educational days in photomicrography with our own inhouse expert;
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Wally Thrale: Progress with EARS (the Eastern Region Research
Students).

The Forum was attended by 33 delegates from across the eastern
region including the NBU, Regional Bee Inspectors, Seasonal Bee
Inspectors with Eileen Marrable and Jean Smye representing Essex.
7

Honeybee shortage threatens crop pollination in Europe
University of Reading - via ebees
In more than half of European countries, there are not enough honeybees to pollinate crops, according to new research. Scientists believe
that a boom in biofuels has sparked a massive increase in the need
for pollination. The shortage is particularly acute in Britain which has
only a quarter of the honeybees required.
Researchers led by Professor Simon Potts at the University of
Reading, believe that wild pollinators including bumblebees and
hoverflies are making up the shortfall. The number of honeybees in
the UK and elsewhere has been in decline in recent years, with both
pesticide use and disease being blamed for losses. In 41 countries
across Europe between 2005 and 2010 the area of biofuel feed crops,
like oilseed rape, sunflowers and soybeans, increased by almost a
third, but in the same period the overall numbers of honeybee
colonies increased by only 7%. "There have been big increases in
lots of countries with oilseed rape," said lead author Dr Tom Breeze
from the University of Reading. "In Greece in 2005, there were a few
hundred hectares grown, but since then it has exploded because they
can get biofuel subsidies for it."
The scientist says that the deficit across Europe now amounts to
13.4 million colonies or around seven billion honeybees. The
research suggests that much of the work is now being done by wild
pollinators including bumblebees, solitary bees and hoverflies. Britain
is one of the countries with the biggest shortfall - only Moldova, with
an economy 300 times smaller than the UK, has a bigger honeybee
shortage. Little is known about the number of wild pollinating species
as they are not being monitored in the UK. The researchers believe
this reliance on them could be hampering yields and putting UK crops
at risk.
Professor Potts said: "This new research provides yet more evidence
of the need for greater protection of our wild pollinators, the unsung
heroes of the countryside, upon whom humans depend so closely for
our food supply.
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"At the moment there is disconnection between agricultural and
environment policies. Farmers are being encouraged to grow crops
which are dependent on insect pollinators, yet they do not get enough
credit for helping the insects which are doing work for free that would
otherwise cost British farmers £1.8b to replace."
"We need a proper strategy across Europe to conserve wild bees and
pollinators through habitat protection, agricultural policy and farming
methods – or we risk big financial losses to the farming sector and
reduced food security."
Research findings published on 8 January 2014 in the Journal
PLOS One (Public Library of Science One).
In another study the team also highlighted the economic impacts of
pollination services to the British apple industry in a third study.
Insect pollinators add £37M a year to the value of just two varieties of
British apples, Gala and Cox, by increasing fruit yield and quality,
found the University of Reading researchers, led by Dr Mike Garratt.
The findings were published last month in the journal
Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment.

Buzz for Biz
Report in The New Zealand Herald - 22 January 2014
Bees with backpacks!

Bee populations are in decline around the world and that's bad news
for pollinating plants of all kinds, but especially our food supplies.
Australian researchers are attaching 2.5mm x 2.5mm chips to 5,000
honey bees around Hobart. As the bees approach known food
sources or hives recorders capture the data from the chips and
build up a picture of bee behaviour and the way the insects move
through the landscape.
The data will be used to help farmers and others increase
productivity.
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