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June 2012 and July 2012 

1 June 
 
 
7 June 
 
 
9 June 
 
 
24 June 
 
 
27 June 
 
 
 
28 June 
 
 
 
 
 
28 June 
 
 
30 June 
 
 
TBA  
 
 
TBA 
 
 
 
5 July 
 
 
6 July 
 
 
 
14 July 
 
 
14 July  
 
 
 
25 July  
 
 
 

Friday 8.00pm Romford Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park RM2 5EL.  A talk 
by Pam Hunter, ‘Are bee problems really new?’ 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow.  A talk by Jim McNeill on 
honey labelling and selling honey. 
 
Saturday 7.30pm Epping Forest at Willow Cottage. Dr Tricia Moxey on Honey-
bees, Skeps, wax and bee boles. 
 
Sunday 3.00pm Braintree Apiary meeting Vi Taylor, Witham. Telephone 01376 
514366. 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend at Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham Lane, 
Rayleigh.  Roger Payne, Natural History Curator at Southend Museum, ‘The other 
types of bee we may encounter in our County’. 
 
Thursday 10.00am-4.00pm EBKA Aldham Village Hall, Brook Street, Aldham, 
Colchester, Essex  CO6 3RB. Good husbandry day with Bee Inspectors. Bring a 
packed lunch. Clean Protective clothing for beekeeping will be required. Pre Book-
ing of places Essential. Contact ; Mrs E Marrable  01708 229441 or emar-
rable@ntlworld.com. See advert in April issue of Essex Beekeeper magazine. 
 
Thursday 10.00am-4.00pm ~Colchester Aldham Village Hall, Brook Street, Ald-
ham, Colchester, Essex  CO6 3RB (see entry above). 
 
Saturday 2.30pm Saffron Walden Apiary meeting, ‘Traditional and Top Bar Hives’ 
at John Rhodes’ Apiary Widdington, CB11 3SN. 
 
Dengie Hundred and Maldon Apiary tour with Peter Heath. To participate please 
contact Jean on 07731 856361. 
 
Chelmsford Apiary Disease Tour A round robin event.  An excellent opportunity 
for you to have your colonies inspected professionally. Please contact Jean Smye 
(07731856361) for details of start time and itinerary.  
 
Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow.  A talk by Jim McNeill on 
extracting main honey crop. 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park RM2 5EL. A talk 
by Eileen Marrable, ‘Nosema – getting to grips with it’. There will also be a micros-
copy session including other bee diseases & anatomy. 
 
Saturday  TBA Epping Forest BBQ at Wanstead Apiary, incorporating a Juniors 
Day. £5 for food and soft drinks.  
 
Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm Colchester Tendring Show Lawford House Park, Brom-
ley Rd.,  Lawford, Nr. Manningtree. Help is needed, please ring Penny Barker 
01255 830713. 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend at Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham Lane, 
Rayleigh.  A talk by Jean Smye, ‘Preparing your exhibits for entry in the Essex 
Honey Show’. 
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It was good to see many of you at the annual BBKA Spring Convention. As was 
to be expected the new venue (in Shropshire) and the additional travelling to get 
there received varying reactions. We thought the hugely increased sales area, 
the accommodation and catering were much improved. The lectures we attended 
were excellent but inevitably at peak times some people were disappointed be-
cause there was not enough space. Those who went to workshops commented 
most favourably. If you have never been to the BBKA Spring Convention you are 
missing a treat. It’s the one opportunity in the year to examine and compare all 
the beekeeping equipment available on the market, not just from UK suppliers 
but also from around Europe. It’s also a unique chance to hear speakers who are 
internationally renowned. Make a date in your diaries for 2013! … but with one 
proviso, you might also want to go to Apimondia which is just a ‘cheap’ flight 
away next year. 

County Pheromones 
Richard Ridler (Chairman) 

GOOD HUSBANDRY DAY  
Aldham Nr Colchester. CO6 3RB 

(Please note correct postcode) 
Spaces Still Available Full details in the April MagazineContact   E 

Marrable     01708 229441 or 
emarrable@ntlworld.com 

27 July 
 
 
 
29 July  
 
 
29 July 
 
 
 
TBA 
 

Friday 7.00pm Colchester. Bar-B-Q at the home of Roger and Penny Barker, 
Rowan Lodge, Pilcox Hall Lane,  Tendring, CO16 0DP. Please phone Penny 
Barker 01255 830713 for more information. 
 
Sunday 12.00pm Saffron Walden Apiary meeting and Divisional picnic at Sally 
Freeman’s, Little Easton, CM6 2JW.  
  
Sunday 3.00pm Braintree Apiary meeting Mick Keepence, Cressing.  Telephone 
01376 323413. 
 
 
Chelmsford Garden meeting with honey tasting. 
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A swarm of bees in May is worth a load of hay: But not if you let it fly 
away! 

Paul Abbott 

On Tuesday 1st May 2012, at 1.00 pm, I became aware of the emergence of a 
prime swarm issuing from one of my hives, thus creating a veritable “bee- loud 
glade”. A few early queen cells had been culled at an inspection on 21st April, 
and an empty super of drawn combs placed above a queen excluder. However, 
probably due to the persistent wet and cold weather, foraging possibilities were 
severely restricted, and the bees refused to enter the super, regardless of crowd-
ing in the brood box. The Queen had been home reared and mated in the Sum-
mer of 2011, and I had clipped her wings and marked the thorax with white paint. 
These actions enabled me to retain the unexpected May Day swarm. There fol-
lows a photographic and written record of the swarm control management tech-
niques which I employed. 

Beekeepers who do not wish to randomly lose bees and honey crop may use 
one or more of many techniques for swarm control. Most procedures simulate 
swarming to suppress and redirect the innate reproductive drive of apis mellifera. 
These methods also minimise the potential public nuisance caused by the pro-
duction of multiple secondary /cast swarms, and allow the apiarist to selectively 
increase his colonies. 

 In theory, when the wings of the queen are clipped, a swarm may issue but due 
to the queen's inability to fly, the swarm will take to the air, and may settle 
nearby. However the flightless queen falls to the ground outside the hive. The 
frustrated flying workers have no other choice, but to return   home in search of 
mum. Even though this is not a swarm prevention technique, it is an effective 
and effortless method of swarm retrieval. 

On this occasion my bees had read the text books, and promptly returned to, and 
covered the outside front wall of the National hive, in a good tempered frenzied 
fashion. Because the queen was marked, I quickly spotted her on vegetation, on 
the ground near the entrance, surrounded by a small retinue of attentive workers: 
see photograph on front page. I then used a plastic queen catcher to secure the 
queen with worker attendants whilst I prepared the spare hive parts for an 
“artificial swarm” manoeuvre (back page photo 1). The brood chamber was thor-
oughly examined, and as expected one newly sealed queen cell was discovered, 
together with several uncapped queen cells (back page photo 2). 

 A single frame of brood, mostly sealed, but in all stages of development, without 
queen cells was removed from the hive and placed in the centre of an empty 
brood box flanked by deep frames of foundation, apart from drawn combs adja-
cent to the lateral walls. The trapped queen was then gently transferred alone, 
into a Plastic “JZ BZ” queen introductory cage, and its exit was sealed with 
candy. As photographed (back page photo 3), this cage was then pushed into 
the face of the brood containing comb. This queen-holding frame in its new 
brood box with empty drawn frames and foundation was placed on a base on the 
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same location as the old hive. 

The remaining brood box sans queen, but containing most of the brood and a 
few queen cells, was sited adjacent to, and behind the queen-containing hive, 
with the entrance facing at right angles to the other colony (back page photo 4). 
This manipulation results in the foraging bees returning to the laying queen on 
the original site. This replicates the redistribution of bees as it occurs in a swarm. 
Most of the older flying, foraging   bees are with the laying queen, but with mini-
mal brood and no queen cells. Meanwhile the younger nurse bees are with the 
brood on the new site, and as they develop they in turn become foragers. 

The Queen-right colony was fed a gallon of strong sugar syrup to stimulate egg 
laying, and wax secretion for comb building in the frames of foundation. Like-
wise, the brood containing colony had a block of candy placed above the brood 
nest to ensure adequate food for continued brood rearing.  No supers to be 
placed yet, but sufficient feeding will be undertaken over the next couple of 
weeks to ensure the healthy development of both colonies, until the weather im-
proves and honey flows eventually result. 

Six days after the artificial swarm procedure, I shall examine the Queen-right 
stock to check that the clipped, marked 2011 queen is back in full lay, that there 
are no new queen cells, and that comb drawing is in progress.  The swarming 
impulse should now have been fully extinguished. 

At the same time, I shall carefully look through the queen cell containing colony 
and cull all queen cells, apart from one sealed cell. I shall allow the virgin queen 
to hatch, and wait for mating. This may be unsuccessful, due to inclement 
weather, and a lack in numbers of sexually mature drones early in the breeding 
season. 

If mating is successful, then I shall probably form a small nucleus stock using the 
2011 queen, prior to uniting the two divided colonies, using the newspaper 
method. Thus I shall have achieved colony increase, and re-queening with a 
2012 replacement.  This new queen will subsequently be wing-clipped and 
marked on the thorax with yellow paint. 

The moral of the story when it comes to queen bee management, and swarm 
retention is:  Mark and wing- clip her, or risk losing it! 

Paul F Abbott: Beekeeper & Photographer: 

Member of Southend on Sea Division & District of the Essex Beekeepers Association. 

Member of Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells Branch of the Kent Beekeepers Association. 
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Beekeeping tips No. 16 
Dealing with OSR (Oil seed rape ) Honey 

By Pollinator 

OSR honey is one of the best honeys because it has a fine granulation that makes 
it smooth on the tongue. It is very useful for seeding other honeys when a 
creamed honey is required. However, the extraction from the comb is not straight-
forward. To be able to centrifuge it from the comb it must, of course, be liquid. 

Therefore it must be taken from the hive in the liquid state and this means that you 
cannot wait for a frame to be to be totally capped. A shallow super on a national 
brood chamber can easily be filled in one week if the weather is warm enough 
when a good flow of nectar results. Top supering is the order of the day with this 
crop because the nearly full OSR super needs to be kept as warm as possible to 
delay granulation. If the new empty super is put underneath then the nearly full 
super will start to crystallise. 

To test whether the frames in the super can be extracted it is necessary to perform 
the shake test.  This test must be done in the early morning because it is then that 
nectar harvest from the previous day has had its water content reduced by the 
bees evaporating it. Simply lift out a super frame, bees and all, and shake it over 
the top of the remaining frame top bars to see whether any falls out.  If no honey 
falls out from the uncapped cells then the honey can be extracted without fear of it 
fermenting later because of high water content. 

Clearer boards cannot be used as these are normally left on overnight and that 
would mean the honey has cooled and granulation has commenced. I find the best 
method for removing bees is to use a handful of dry clean grass to brush them off 
and over the front of the brood chamber. If the grass gets sticky with honey then 
just use another handful. A brush soon get sticky and the bees seem to become 
aggressive as it is used. A spare and empty super, with a cover, is then used to 
store each brushed comb. 

It is best to extract this honey as soon as it is taken from the hive. After spinning 
the honey out you may see a few areas where the honey has already crystallised. 
In that event scrape it out with an old spoon and down to the foundation (or use 
the tool I mentioned in Bee Tips no. 10). If you make a hole in the foundation then 
the bees will repair it once it is back on the hive unless it happens to be adjacent 
to the re-enforcing wire. Any honey that remains in the comb after extraction is 
highly likely to seed any honey brought in once the super is back on the hive. The 
honey does not need to be OSR honey for this to occur. I have known beekeepers 
to wash the frames in clean cold water and to use that as the solvent for a mead 
starter. The cappings can be washed at this time to strengthen the mead starter. 
Once dry, the cappings can be used to produce a nicely coloured block of wax. 

OSR honey needs to be filtered straight away as if left overnight it will have started 
to crystallise and hence will block your filters. A 200 micron conical filter cloth is 
useful as the shape gives the necessary head to help the honey through more 
quickly than if left to the help of gravity alone. 
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Another Funny Old Year? 
David Hill 

A while ago a writer in BBKA News remarked on the tiresome habit of beekeep-
ers declaring that the previous season had been a “funny old year”. He reasoned 
that in beekeeping every year could be dubbed a “funny old year” because noth-
ing ever went exactly according to plan. And of course every beekeeper with a 
tale to tell believes it to have been a unique experience and not in the least bor-
ing for other beekeepers, or indeed the world at large. 
 
On my patch, except for February which turned out to be dry-dyke rather than fill-
dyke the weather has been doing pretty much what the old sayings predict. Now 

in very early April we have already had a 
welcome downpour with the prospect of 
more showers to come. March went out 
like the proverbial lamb and certainly 
roared in like a lion, tearing a sizeable 
branch off the big fir tree in the back gar-
den and felling two rotten sucker elms in 
the farm apiary. ( These two performed a 
classic double whammy when they came 
down, knocking one of the hives side-
ways and giving the bee bogle a smack 
on the head.) 
 

Early in March too, the bees had a welcome refresher from the live sucker elms. 
The trees are stunted but mature enough to flower in alternate years. This time 
the bees had just a couple of days on the blossom before a sharp frost killed it 
off. Forage prospects have always been good in our area and could be out-
standing this year. First will be OSR followed by field beans, then migration to a 
stand of sweet chestnut and an acre or so 
of bramble scrub. After that it’s back to 
the farm for sea aster and lucerne before 
its final cut in September or early Octo-
ber. By then there will be space in the 
brood chambers to store forage and I 
shall, as in most years, be excused feed-
ing for winter. 
 
All in all it looks like being a near perfect 
season but then .... nothing ever goes 
exactly to plan. And if it should, it will 
have been such a momentously unusual 
event that I shall still be telling people it has been a “funny old year”. 
 
The bee bogle? (Ed. I had to check the meaning of the word—an object of fear 
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or loathing) About two years ago the bogle was born of the increasing attentions 
of our local woodpeckers and an article in this magazine about corn bogles and 
how they might help to calm stroppy bee 
stocks. I had an old but clean jacket and 
(torn) veil which I thought, with the help of 
a broomstick and a handy tree stump, 
would make a working bogle. With its 
arms waving in the breeze the local troop 
of ‘peckers might be dissuaded from ven-
turing into the apiary. 
 
No chance. The bogle waved its arms in 
vain. Despite each hive being individually 
enclosed in 1 inch mesh wire netting the 
blighters came in and vandalised every 
one of the eight hives. They pecked at the floors, they tested the joints, they 
chipped away at the roofs, they drilled multiple holes in one of the brood cham-

bers and helped themselves to the stores in the 
outermost frame. And having tired of that they 
drilled a big keyhole in another hive. Thankfully, 
and incredibly, not one stock was lost and all the 
damage was repairable. However, adding insult 
to injury, on the first bright sunny day of the fol-
lowing March the bees came out of their winter 
quarters en masse, spotted the bogle, still a 
pristine white, and spotted it! By the time they 
had finished their ablutions the poor thing looked 
like a bad case of measles. 
 
And there the bogle remains, now green and 
saggy, a monument to misplaced ingenuity and 
optimism. I must try to find a use for it. Don’t like 
throwing things away. 
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Background 
I can really do no better than let Snelgrove speak for himself by reproducing the open-
ing paragraph from the preface to the First Edition of his book (Swarming – its Con-
trol and Prevention) published in 1934 - which says it all. `The problem of controlling 
and preventing swarming of bees has exercised men`s minds ever since bees were 
first kept in hives. The invention of moveable combs, which greatly increased the pos-
sibility of control, in some respects intensified the problem. Most beekeepers of today 
have little difficulty in managing bees successfully during 10 months of the year (Note 
- this was nearly 60 years before Varroa came on the scene) but when the swarming 
months come, and they are anticipating a good yield of honey as the reward of their 
labour and care, they are dismayed and often reduced to a state of despair by the 
frequent disappearance of swarms from their best stocks. Indeed, apart from bee dis-
eases, the difficulty of swarm control still remains the greatest obstacle to successful 
beekeeping. Many methods of swarm prevention have been devised but have not 
been widely adopted; some because they involve difficult, frequent, or unpleasant 
manipulations; and others because they 
interfere with the main purpose of keep-
ing bees – that of honey production`. Not 
much has changed since those words 
were written. I will return to this important 
question of the effect of swarm control 
and prevention on honey production in 
Part 4, after I have described the various 
options. 

 
At the start of Chapter 1 Snelgrove also 
has another telling sentence which 
showed how well he understood the 
problems of practical beekeeping. `In our 
part of the world (he lived in Weston-
super-Mare – the Atlantic coast of Brit-
ain) the vagaries of the weather present 
unexpected problems to the apiarist 
which tax to the utmost his patience and 
resourcefulness`. How very true! Most 
beekeeping books make no mention of 
the effect poor weather has on swarming. 
Experience shows that when large colo-
nies of bees are confined to the hive for 
several days this frequently coincides 

The Many Uses of a Snelgrove Board 
Part 2a—Method 1: For use with colonies that have not yet at-

tempted to swarm containing no queen cells. 
By Wally Shaw 

This article first appeared in Welsh Beekeepers Association Newsletter, Autumn 2009 
edition. It is reprinted here courtesy of  its Editor and with the co-operation of EBees. 
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with the start of preparation for swarming. The exact mechanism that triggers swarm-
ing is not known but presumably prolonged congestion is involved. The one thing over 
which we beekeepers an exercise no control is the weather – all we can do is hope for 
the best but assume the worst! 
 
Method 1 
This is what Snelgrove originally invented his board to do. He soon found that it could 
be used for other things (eg. his Method II – subject of Part 3 of this article) and, with a 
little imagination, further uses can be devised. It had long been known that splitting a 
colony as it was nearing its peak size, and before any queen cells had been produced, 
would usually prevent swarming. However, all methods of splitting result in a 
(potential) doubling of the number of colonies. In addition to a new box of combs in 
which to install the split, most previous methods also require a new hive stand, floor, 
cover board, roof and a new place in the apiary to stand the split. This is fine if you 
want to increase your number of colonies. If not, then you are faced with some tricky 
logistical problems in re-uniting colonies to get back to square one at the end of the 
season. Doing a vertical split does away with most of these problems and economises 
on equipment – everything is on one stand under one roof. Also, as explained in Part 
1, by use of the paired doors on the Snelgrove Board (hereafter referred to as SB) the 
number of bees going to the two halves of the split can readily be adjusted. Within 
reason, a substantial number of bees can be progressively diverted to the colony at 
the bottom of the split (the part containing the old queen), which is the main honey 
producing unit. The only downside of a vertical split is, that in order to look at the bot-
tom colony, you first have to lift off the top colony. But as the whole purpose of the 
split is to prevent swarming, after the split has been made the bottom colony is ex-
tremely unlikely to swarm. Routine inspection of the brood area for queen cells is no 
longer necessary and, as long as the bottom colony has adequate space to store 
honey - it should be generously supered at the time of the split - it can be largely ig-
nored for the rest of the season. In the absence of a queen, the top colony will make 
emergency queen cells and will on no account attempt to swarm. If all goes well, in 4-
5 weeks the top colony should have a new laying queen but, if this does not happen, 
the two parts can simply be re-united. Re-uniting is a very easy manipulation because 
the mesh covered hole in the middle of the SB ensures that top and bottom colonies 
have a similar (if not identical) hive smell. The process of uniting can be done gradu-
ally; first the mesh panel should be removed so the bees can mingle and the doors on 
the SB changed so that bees in the top colony can only exit through a door at the front 
of the hive. After a few days the SB can be removed and the bees will quickly adapt to 
the normal entrance at the bottom of the hive. The only time to be careful about uniting 
is if a robbing spree is in progress. Under these circumstances, it is better to wait a 
day or two or do the uniting as it is just getting dark. 
 
Hive Configurations for Method 1 
Snelgrove describes the necessary manipulations in great detail as applying to a col-
ony that is on a double (deep) brood. When we first tried to use Snelgrove`s methods, 
we converted several hives to double brood but quickly realised that this was unnec-
essary and that adaptation to our usual hive configuration of brood and a half (one 
deep and one shallow brood box) was quite straightforward. We found that two deep 
boxes gave too much space for most colonies of black (or near black bees) unless the 
number of frames was reduced by using dummy boards. For a more prolific type of 
bee (which is presumably what Snelgrove kept because he mentions having 3 deep 
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boxes on some hives!), two deep brood boxes would be fine.  For those who keep 
their bees on a single deep brood system, this too can easily be accommodated. How-
ever, if you keep bees in a single extra-deep hive (12 x 14 or Commercial) then I think 
Snelgrove`s methods are of limited application – an extra-deep at the bottom and an-
other on the SB would be too much space for anything but the most prolific type of 
bee. 
 
Simplification of Snelgove`s Instructions 
Because Snelgrove`s Method I was based on the Gerstung theory of swarming 
(discussed in Part 1), some of the manipulations he describes can be ignored. They 
were designed to ensure that the maximum number of nurse bees were removed from 
the bottom part of the split (with the old queen in it) and consigned to the sub-colony at 
the top. The Gerstung theory was under question at the time Snelgrove published his 
book but it took until Simpson`s experiments at Rothamptead in the late 1950`s for it 
to be finally laid to rest. On this basis – and born out by practical experience – it is not 
necessary to do several of the manipulations described, such as not installing the SB 
for 48 hours after the split or leaving the mesh panel out of the board to allow the 
maximum number of nurse bees to move up into the top. As long as the frames of 
brood placed on the SB get there with their cover of nurse bees intact that is sufficient. 
There will be enough nurse bees to look after the brood and more will come on stream 
as the brood hatches out and, of course, there will be no more laying as this part of 
the hive has no queen for the time being. If for some reason you do disturb the bees 
too much the situation can be recovered by going through steps 7-10 of Plan B (below 
– for when you can not find the queen). 
 
The Manipulation 
The general features of the manipulations are now described as a number of steps. In 
step 1 you have to find the queen and this is made easier if she is already marked. 
The best time to mark queens is in  late April or early May, before the colony has got 
too big and when she can usually be found hard at work on a frame that has got laying 
space:- 

 
Open the hive; get below the queen excluder to the brood and, using as little smoke 

as possible, find the queen – this is Plan A! I know this instruction strikes fear in 
the heart of many beekeepers but there is a Plan B (below) which avoids actually 
finding the queen. However, my advice is try Plan A first; it is much less disrup-
tive for the bees, it takes less time and is more satisfying for the beekeeper 
(that`s you). If after having conducted a careful queen search for say 10 minutes, 
and you have not found her, then, and only then, resort to Plan B. We followed 
this approach over several years and gradually got better at finding queens and 
now are rather disappointed if we have to resort to Plan B – but it does happen 
from time to time. 

 
Having found the queen put 

her in a safe place; in a 
cage (the type of mark-
ing cage with a foam 
plunger is good) or 
place her on the frame 
she is on in a secure 
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(entrance blocked) nuc box and cover over. You are now free to examine and 
split the frames without risk to the queen. 

 
The next task is to split the frames of brood (and stores) and decide which will stay at 

the bottom of the hive with queen and which will go to the top of the hive on the 
SB. What you do at this point is very flexible – within limits! I know this sounds 
vague, but how you split the frames depends on what you want to achieve and I 
will discuss this below with some worked examples – but basically a substantial 
proportion of the brood goes to the top on the SB and the queen remains at the 
bottom with what is left of the brood.. 

 
Re-assemble the hive with the box (or boxes) of frames that are go to the bottom on 

the floor - NOT forgetting to re-introduce the queen to them. 
 
Install the queen excluder and what you consider to be an adequate number of supers 

above – it is not the end of the world if you get this wrong. If the honey flow ex-
ceeds your expectations you will probably not resent the extra task of adding 
more supers! 

 
Next put the SB on (where the cover board would normally go) and put the box of 

combs you have selected to go to the top of the hive on it. Add the cover board 
and roof. 

 
Finally, DO NOT forget to open a door communicating with the top side of the SB so 

that the bees can fly from it – if you forget they will be locked in and will die if left 
like this for any length of time. A door at one side is usually the best choice. 
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Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 4 

Photo 3 

A swarm of bees in 
May is worth a load of 
hay: But not if you let 
it fly away!  (see page 
5). 
Photos by Paul Abbott 


