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Who’s who and how to contact them

Divisional Meetings
July & August 2014

President of EBKA

Eric Fenner

Hon Member BBKA Hon CLM EBKA

Trustees:
4 July

Friday
8.00pm

Romford

12 July

All Day

Colchester

16 July

Wednesday
6.00pm

Dengie 100
& Maldon

19 July

Saturday
2.00pm

Saffron
Walden

19 July

Saturday

Epping
Forest

‘Beginner Beekeeper Experiences’
Lead: Jim McNeill
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, RM2 5EL
Tendring Show - If you interested in helping at the
show please call Maria 01206 541 008

Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Richard Ridler, Old Barn House, 36, Walden Road, Sewards End, Saffron Walden,
Essex. CB10 2LF. email chair@ebka.org
tel. 01799 218 023
Michael Webb 19 Ingrebourne Gardens, Upminster, Essex RM14 1BQ
email gsecebka@virginmedia.com tel. 01708 250 606 / 07712 490 511
Bob Manning 12, Moorland Close, Collier Row, RM5 2AB
email treasurer@ebka.org
tel: 01708 760 770

Divisional Trustees:
Braintree

James Jolley

mrjolley@live.co.uk

Chelmsford

Richard Alabone

r.alabone@sky.com

‘Bee Safari’ visiting apiaries of newer beekeepers.
Starting point tba

Colchester

Lee Bartrip

leebartrip@gmail.com

Dengie Hundred & Maldon
Epping Forest

Glenn Mayes
Ian Nichols

trustee@dmbka.org.uk
ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk

‘Extracting’ - Wanstead Apiary

Harlow

Mike Barke

mjbarke@googlemail.com

Romford

Pádraig Floyd

psafloyd@yahoo.com

Saffron Walden
Southend

Janice Grieve
Marguerita Wilson

janicegrieve@gmail.com

Apiary Meeting - Venue to be confirmed

23 July

Wednesday
7.30pm

Southend

‘Winter Active Bumblebees’ - Dr Thomas Ings
(Anglia Ruskin University)
W I Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh

25 July

Friday

Colchester

BBQ at Little Bentley. Book a place - Martin or
Sarah 01206 251 631 / 07808 094 006

27 July

Sunday
3.00pm

Braintree

Apiary Meeting — Mary & Steve Jones
Telephone: 01787 469 390

Divisional Contacts:

To contact a local Division:

Braintree: Colleen Chamberlain 01279 876 333 Chelmsford: Brian Spencer 01245 490 843
Colchester: Morag Chase 01206 522 576
Harlow:

Nick Holmes 07730 735 752

D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes 01245 381 577
Epping Forest: Robin Harman 07971 237 312

Romford: Pat Allen 01708 220 897
Saffron

Theory Classes for beginners - Part 4
‘Review of First Season’s Experiences and Preparing for Winter’ - Malcolm Legg, Penny Learmonth &
Paul Heales at Thaxted Guildhall CM6 2LA

Southend: Chad Colby-Blake

The Essex Beekeeper Magazine:

6 Aug

Wednesday
7.30pm

16 Aug

Saturday

Epping
Forest

Winter Preparation - Wanstead Apiary

17 Aug

Sunday
12.30pm

Saffron
Walden

BBQ with Guest Speaker tba
at Paul Heales CB10 2AQ

20 Aug

6.00pm

Dengie 100
& Maldon

31 Aug

Sunday
3.00pm

Braintree

Walden

BBQ at Oakdale, Hazeleigh Hall Lane CM9 6GT
Grid ref: TL 83137 04160
RSVP chairman@dmbka.org.uk
Apiary Meeting — Divisional Apiary. Telephone Pat
Rowlands 01376 326 036 for details

The views expressed in any article are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
the views of the EBKA.
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philandritawilson@sky.com

Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler 01799 218 023

01702 302 209

EBKA Education Contact:

Jane Ridler Old Barn House, 36 Walden Road
Sewards End, Saffron walden, Essex CB10 2LF
01799 218 023
jane.ridler@uwclub.net

Editor:
Advertising:

Jean Smye,
Jean Smye

email: jsmye@sky.com
email: jsmye@sky.com
tel. 07731 856 361

Web site:

Nick Holmes

email: webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com

Distribution and Mailing Secretary:

Mary Heyes

tel. 01702 588 009

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region:
Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood):
Julian Parker
julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk
tel. 07775 119 469
All other Divisions:
Keith Morgan

keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk

15

tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215

Essex Young Farmers
Show 2014

The Bee Shed
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

A Range of Frames and Foundation
Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment
Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or

Open by Appointment:
Email:

Braintree Division
by Colleen Chamberlain

beeshed@btinternet.com

Meepshole, Great Prestons Lane, Stock, Essex CM4 9RL

Attention Beekeepers
Love beekeeping but hate the honey mess?
Too much hassle selling your pure honey to the public or privately?
Too cold to stand outside and sell your honey?
If these are some of your thoughts — look no further
Honey Helpers will:



Take ALL the hassle out of selling your honey



Buy all your honey in one transaction



Give competitive rates



Payment upon delivery or collection (your choice)
Interested?

Sunday May 18th was The Essex Young Farmers Show and once
again the Braintree Division had a marquee. This year was our 20th
year. The weather on the day was perfect as the sun shone all day.
The extra heat was great for the candle rolling as we didn’t have to try
and warm up the foundation as we have on many previous years.
The show was well attended and the Braintree Beekeepers marquee
was kept busy. Visitors were worried about the plight of bees and
some asked how they can help or just wanted to know more. We put
up lots of posters with pictures and information and had an
observation hive which was very popular.
Our exhibition of
Beekeeping equipment, new and antique, gave people a lot to talk
about.
Quite a few people took the ‘Adopt a Hive’ literature from BBKA and
hopefully they will adopt. However, unlike last year not as many
people inquired about taking up beekeeping.

Call us NOW on 07809 562045 or email - honey.helpers@yahoo.com
To discuss your requirements or for further information.
You may also sign up for future information.

Regards, Honey Helpers

HONEY BUCKETS
Standard white plastic £2.00 each
Collection only please - Hatfield Heath
Telephone 01279 730 228

Stuart Mitson and
Neil Reeve
showing the
observation hive

Cover Photograph:

From left to right are:

Email: davidsbees@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Savage, Neil Reeve, Jan French, Stuart Mitson, John Barlow,
Colleen Chamberlain and Pat Rowland
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Bees Taste with their Feet
Notes from the Central Executive Committee (CEC)
Meeting on 29 May 2014

The CEC has agreed to recommence the reporting to members on
the matters considered at their meetings. Items reviewed at the last
meeting included:-

Making greater use of the website
The webmaster suggested items that could be included on the
website to enhance the scope of communicating with members. The
CEC recognised the growing use of the internet and is looking at how
the EBKA could make better use of this form of communication.
The Essex Show 14th & 15th September 2014 – Insurance cover
There was a concern that under the BBKA policy only prime products
such as honey and beeswax were covered. Other items such as the
sale of candles, cakes and marmalade, etc would require separate
insurance cover. The CEC is actively working with a broker to extend
the EBKA insurance for members to cover up to 100 events during
the year for Divisions and the Association.
Training & Courses

via ebees - Reigate Beenews
Researches have established that honey bees have taste receptors
on their feet, and they have tested their reactions to a variety of
tastes. Over the course of two years, researches captured bees and
stimulated their feet with a variety of tasty (and not so tasty solutions,
from sweet to bitter.

Like other insects, bees don’t confine their sense of taste to their
mouths. They also taste using their antennae and the surfaces of
their feet. In this case, the researches focused on the feet, dabbing
sweet sucrose, bitter quinine and other solutions onto the tarsi, the
end parts of the legs.
They measured the bees’ reactions by observing whether or not they
stuck out their tongues - a tasty substance elicits a protrusion of the
proboscis, while a distasteful one would lead to no response or a
retraction. They also used miniscule electrodes to measure the
sensory cells’ reactions to different tastes.
They learned that bees don’t sense bitter tastes with their feet, but
they do have a strong capacity to taste sweets.

A report was given to the CEC on improving the skills of members and
on the courses that have been held in the past year. During the year
EBKA students have been successful at all levels and in studies for
BBKA examinations. The CEC has been asked to consider areas of
future training. In recent years there has been a sizeable increase in
the workload of the Examinations Secretary and the CEC are to
reassess this role with the possible creation of an Education
Secretary to assist with future educational needs.

Apparently, they are also sensitive to salt, which is why salty
swimming areas in places such as Australia attract bees which hover
en-masse around the surface of the pools..” Our guess is they may
not need to land on the water surface to taste the salt”, said study
researcher Martin Giurfa, the Director of the Research Centre on
Animal Cognition at the University of Toulouse, France. “They just
sense, with the tips of the legs, the presence of the salty solution”.

Grant Requests

The results are important for understanding the honey bee sensory
system and, potentially, for figuring out how pesticides might harm
these important pollinators and critical lab models for cognitive
research.

The CEC now considers requests from Divisions half yearly at their
meetings in May and November. At the last meeting requests were
considered from both Braintree and Chelmsford Divisions. Before
considering any further requests, the CEC is to review the guidelines
and criteria for approving grant requests.
4
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Bees that can Fly over Everest
via ebees - Reigate Beenews
Surprisingly it appears that Bumble bees can fly over the top of
Mount Everest.
Research suggests that despite their apparent physical drawbacks,
bumble bees often forage in mountains, and researchers found that
they can negotiate air so thin it would kill a human, making bees the
finest flyers in the insect world.
In a series of experiments, scientists placed wild bumble bees caught
at 3,250m above sea level in China in a flight chamber that simulated
much higher altitudes. All managed above 7,500m, meaning they
could scale six of the ‘seven summits’ - the highest mountains of
each of the seven continents.
Two flew more than 9,000m above sea level, higher than the 8,848m
summit of the world’s highest mountain, considered to be at the limit
of human endurance.

To achieve these altitudes, the bumble bees increase the maximum
angle at which they flapped their wings, while keeping the same beat
frequency.

2014 Annual Conference – Saturday 11th October
It is important that each Division should provide members with a good
quality conference and the CEC does allot a grant to defray costs.
However, it is recognised that each Division should budget to cover
it’s costs and set the price of tickets for members accordingly. This
may involve Divisions having to increase the cost of this event year
on year.
Swarms
In May there was an increase in the number of calls taken from the
public. In the County we are aware of only one professional insured
to deal with swarms in structures and the CEC is keen to know from
Divisions of any other insured members to whom requests for help
could be directed.
Should you wish to comment on any of the issues
considered by the CEC, please direct your request to your
Divisional Trustee (listed on page 15).
Your Trustee has been elected to act as spokesperson for
your Division, to act as a channel of communication
between the CEC and the Division and to canvass opinion
within the Division on matters raised at the CEC.

In the past, bumble bees have been found on Mount Everest at more
than 5,600m above sea level.
Text courtesy of the Daily Telegraph

“If you want - but I’m
going round it”
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Clive de Bruyn NDB
Some of my recollections
by Geoff Mills, Hon. Life Member EBKA

Following on from the article on Ted Hooper in June’s Essex Beekeeper,
Geoff Mill’s continues …...

When Clive arrived at Writtle to follow Ted he realised that
beekeeping in Essex was far distant from that he was used to around
the Midland areas and Sheffield. There he had, amongst other crops,
the possibility of his colonies getting heather honey. In Essex the
main crops were oil seed rape (carnola) and borage. Both Clive and
myself at that time thought that borage did not yield a crop of nectar.
Subsequently, we were both proved wrong and found that it yielded a
very pale honey which was rather bland but was good for blending
with darker honeys having more flavour.

Essex Beekeeper
Divisional
Delegates gathered
around Graham
Royle at the
Microscopy
Course.

BBNO
THE OBSERVATION HIVE
Karl Showler

£12.95

APIS THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
Graham Royle NDB

£17.50

Postage included

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Modules 1, 2 & 3
JD & BD Yates. Revised Edition

Bee Books New & Old

£31.50

Ash View, Tump Lane

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Modules 5 - 8
JD & BD Yates. Revised Edition

£36.75

Much Birch

BOTH VOLUMES TOGETHER

In order to gain more insight into local Essex beekeeping he invited a
number of Essex members such as Margaret Thomas NDB, Danny
Nicholls (Master Beekeeper), others and myself to visit each other’s
apiaries to see how we managed our bees. This was at a time when
the varroa mite had been discovered in Devon by an amateur near
Torquay. This introduction of the mite was down to a bee farmer
importing packaged bees from southern France where the mite was
endemic. The epicentre was an apiary in Exmoor. On a visit to
Danny's apiary at Harlow I was unfortunate to find one cell, in one
frame of many colonies, with a single larvae with a single mite on it.
The first found in Essex.
Clive's approach to management is quite different from that practised
by Ted Hooper. Nonetheless, one of the factors in common included
the raising of one's own queens. Hive making and making of
accessories were no longer an option as the facilities at Writtle
College were being eroded in favour of courses for equestrians.
Support for bee courses had also dwindled due largely to the
distances involved in travelling from the distant corners of Essex.
helped
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Modules 1-3 & 5-8 Revised Editions

Herefordshire HR2 8HP

£63.00

Telephone 01981 540 907

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Husbandry
JD & BD Yates

www.honeyshop.co.uk

£22.00

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Basic Exam
JD & BD Yates

£14.90

THE GENERAL APIARIAN
Isaac

£90.00

Beesy

THE FRAMES OF THE FUTURE

Beesy frames are now made with MDF and plastic so they are only £1.00 each.
DIY works out at about 55 pence each frame.
Snap together !
No more nailing !
Reduced propolisation !
All Frame sizes available !
From The Bee Shed in Stock
Large brood frames now come with free support to keep comb flat.
10 x National Dp or Sh £10.00 Wired foundation available
r.alabone@sky.com

01245 259288

See our website: beesyframes.wordpress.com
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Taking the Microscopy skills to the Divisions
Paul Abbott & Alan Watson - Southend Division
In October 2013 Alan Watson & myself were granted places on an
excellent two day weekend Microscopy course run by Graham Royle
NDB. All those who completed the course were duly certificated.
The quid pro quo for attendees was that they should provide their own
Divisions with feedback, and a basic introduction to Beekeeping
microscopy.
Hence the team of Abbott (Slide-show illustrated talk), and Watson
(Practical microscopy) set about the task of enlightening the minds of
the massed ranks of the eager Southendian apiarists.
Below are various digital photos from this most enjoyable educational
and sociable event.

Clive has a keen interest in pollination which was big time in the late
eighties and nineties. Work taking hives to crops was supplementary
to those of Bee Farmers and seldom were more than 20 colonies
required on any one site which included field crops, greenhouses and
orchards. In years past as many as 900 colonies per year from
EBKA members were sent out to pollinate crops.
Clive's book “Practical Beekeeping” records his approach to
beekeeping and the changes in the crops grown in the County which
included Oil Seed Rape (OSR) and borage. Photos in his book show
well-known Essex beekeepers like Geoff Bazin preparing for winter
with protection against woodpeckers and adding a mouse-guard.
The varroa mite and borage and OSR were unknown in Essex in
Ted's years at Writtle college. Clive has written part of the New
Varroa Handbook and published another about OSR.
Here, in Essex, we have been very fortunate to have had two
internationally recognised beekeepers and I like to think this has helped
us all. Perhaps the main difference
between Clive and Ted is that Ted
did not keep any colonies of his own
when at Writtle, whilst Clive
managed a considerable number of
his own and so gained a lot of
contemporary knowledge which he
continues to pass on. On behalf of
the County, Clive has recently run
the very successful Queen rearing
course
Photo: dave-cushman.net

Members get their eye(s) in

For sale
2 Honeybee five framed National Nucs for sale
2014 Queens
£120 per nuc

Call David on 07768 535 400
(Southend Member)
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CEC Skills Workshops
GENERAL HUSBANDRY or ‘ How to become a proficient
beekeeper’
Jane Ridler - Examination Secretary
General Husbandry’ seems quite an obscure kind of title, but it is the
name given by the BBKA to its qualification representing competence
in all matters of practical beekeeping. That is, the next step up from
the Basic Assessment (which many will argue is not that basic!)
After queen rearing and microscopy last year, the third of the Skills
Workshops provided by EBKA earlier this year was to support the
education of some of our more experienced members and was based
on the BBKA General Husbandry syllabus.
Graham Royle, NDB (and BBKA Master Beekeeper) led the first day
session at the end of March, outlining all the aspects of practical
beekeeping that would be involved in testing at this level. The BBKA
assessment takes place at the candidates own apiary and honey
production facility, so all equipment must be well prepared and
polished. Emphasis was put on the importance of record keeping.
We can’t manage what we do at the hives if we don’t know what’s
been happening so far in the season, and knowing the queen’s family
history and the behaviour of her subjects is vital in planning who
should succeed. Queen rearing is an essential part of beekeeping at
this level and various methods were discussed in detail. Your honey
and wax production facilities and methods have to be demonstrated
as well as knowledge of the legal requirements of selling.
The manipulations at the hive are, of course, crucial and these were
covered in depth on Graham’s second session in May (although the
weather conditions suggested it could have been March). Students
demonstrated various techniques, in ‘mock’ conditions, including
artificial swarming, marking and clipping drones, inspecting mating
nucs, disease inspection and techniques for finding the queen – use
minimum of smoke, view the dark side of the comb as you lift it out
and pair up the frames to encourage her into the dark centre if you’re
having difficulty.
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Between the 2 day sessions we had three evening gatherings at the
homes of our Essex Basic Assessors. At the first session we looked
at the honey and wax processing facilities at Deryck Johnson’s and
Jane and Richard Ridler’s with much reflection on the pros and cons
of the delegates’ own premises. On the second occasion we met at
Ted Grad’s and concentrated on record keeping and queen rearing.
Finally, at Pat Allen’s, some of the required manipulations were
demonstrated and practised. Many thanks to all for the work involved
from our assessors. It was extremely instructive for delegates to
actually see others’ facilities and working methods rather than just
discussing them. After all, beekeeping is ‘hands on’ and so is the
General Husbandry assessment!
We successfully gathered representatives from all Divisions except
Colchester among the 12 delegates, and all were able, practical
beekeepers, so shared experiences and theories abounded. I
shouldn’t put it this way, but there was a ‘buzz’ of enthusiasm
throughout all the sessions.
Everyone still had something to learn and I’m hoping that delegates
will seriously consider taking the assessment in 2015 – you’ve got all
this season and the winter to prepare – and we need more Basic
Assessors! Hopefully, there’ll be more courses in the future.
I would like to thank Jane Ridler for organising such a great course,
also all the holders of the General Husbandry Certificate who turned
up to tell us about their experiences when they took their exams
namely, Derek Johnson, Roy Cropley, Richard Ridler, and especially
Pat Allen & Ted Gradosielski who's bees we opened in atrocious
weather. Every one learnt a lot about the way other people keep
their bees and all the little tips gained about all aspects of the craft.
The icing on the cake was having Graham Royle for two days with all
his knowledge. It was a pity Jane could not have arranged the
weather as well as she did the course, but despite the weather
everyone had a very enjoyable time.
Jim McNeill - Romford Division
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