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6 Oct 
 

Thursday 
8.00pm 

Romford Pre-Conference Forum, Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea 

Park RM2 5EL 

12 Oct 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Saffron 
Walden 

‘My new hive’ - Rita Wilson (Flow Hive);  Peter Aldridge (Top 

Bar hive) at The Guildhall, Thaxted CM6 2RE 

17 Oct 
Monday 
7.30pm 

Chelmsford 
Divisional Honey Show - The Link, Rainsford Road,     

Chelmsford CM1 2XB 

19 Oct 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Dengie 100 
& Maldon 

Members meeting - The Oakhouse, High Street, Maldon  

CM9 5PF 

20 Oct Thursday Epping Forest Tbc 

21 Oct Friday Braintree Tbc 

26 Oct 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Southend 
-on-Sea 

Divisional Honey Show - WI Hall, Bellingham Lane,      

Rayleigh SS6 7ED 

27 - 29 

October 
Thursday to 

Saturday 
National Honey Show  at Sandown Park racecourse, Esher KY10 9AJ  

3 Nov 
Thursday 
8.00pm 

Romford 
‘Mead Making’ - Mike Barke.  Chadwick Hall, Main Road, 

Gidea Park RM2 5EL 

5 Nov 
Saturday 
9.30am - 
4.30pm 

County 
Event 

Annual Conference - Barking & Dagenham College,       

Dagenham Road, Romford, RM7 0XU 

16 Nov 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Dengie 100 
& Maldon 

Members Meeting - The Oakhouse, High Street, Maldon 

CM9 5PF 

21 Nov 
Monday 
7.30pm 

Chelmsford 
‘Inventions’.  Demonstrate your ‘really good tool or         

invention’.  Also a bring and buy sale.  The Link, Trinity   

Methodist Church, Rainsford Rd, Chelmsford CM1 2XB 

22 Nov 
Tuesday 
7.30pm 

Saffron 
Walden 

‘African Adventures’  Richard Ridler.  Sewards End Village 

Hall CB10 2LG 

23 Nov 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Southend 
-on-Sea 

AGM.  WI Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh SS6 7ED 

24 Nov Thursday Colchester 
Langham Community Centre, School Road, Colchester CO4 

5PA 

25 Nov 
Friday 

8.00pm 
Braintree ‘Bees Abroad’ - Richard Ridler.  Constitutional Club, 

Braintree CM7 1TY 

EBKA  Divisional  Meetings 
Diary dates for October and November 2016 
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Who’s who and how to contact them 

President of EBKA           Pat Allen   Hon CLM 

Trustees: 
 

Chairman:  Ian Nichols        17 Dyers Hall Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4AD 
    email   ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk   tel. 0208 558 4733 / 07980 299 638 

Secretary:  Michael Webb   19 Ingrebourne Gardens, Upminster, Essex  RM14 1BQ 
       email   gsecebka@virginmedia.com  tel. 01708 250 606 / 07712 490 511 

Treasurer:  Bob Manning    12, Moorland Close,  Collier Row, RM5 2AB 
                             email   treasurer@ebka.org     tel:  01708 760 770 

Divisional Trustees: 
Braintree Stuart Mitson stuart.mitson@btinternet.com 
Chelmsford Peter Aldridge phaldridge@btinternet.com 
Colchester Tom Geddes tom.geddes@btinternet.com 
Dengie Hundred & Maldon Mark Hallows trustee@dmbka.org.uk 
Epping Forest Mark Chambers markachambers13@gmail.com 

Harlow Martin Cavalier cavalier@btinternet.com 

Romford Paul Wiltshire paul.g.wiltshire@btinternet.com  
Saffron Walden Richard Ridler richard.ridler@uwclub.net 
Southend Marguerita Wilson  philandritawilson@sky.com 

Divisional Contacts: 

Braintree:  Jan French   07725 166 609       Chelmsford: Brian Spencer   01245 490 843 

Colchester:  Morag Chase   01206 522 576    D.H. & Maldon: Kate Tuerena  07801 984 446 

Harlow:    Nick Holmes  07730 735 752 Epping Forest: Robin Harman   07971 237 312 

Romford:   Pat Allen   01708 220  897      Saffron Walden: Vanessa Wilkinson 01799 542 337 

Southend:  Chad Colby-Blake     01702 302 209 
 

EBKA Education Contact:   Jane Ridler    Old Barn House, 36 Walden Road, Sewards End, 
     Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2LF  01799 218 023    jane.ridler@uwclub.net 
 

EBKA Examinations Secretary:   Pat Allen , 8 Franks Cottages, St Mary’s Lane, Upminster,  

                   Essex RM14 3NU   01708 220 897    pat.allen@btconnect.com 

The Essex Beekeeper  Magazine: 
Editor:       Jean Smye,  email:     jsmye@sky.com    tel. 07731 856 361  
Advertising:     Jean Smye  email:     jsmye@sky.com    tel. 07731 856 361 
Mailing Secretary:  Mary Heyes   email:     ml.heyes@virgin.net 
 

  Printed by Streamset, 12 Rose Way, Purdeys Industrial Estate, Rochford, Essex SS4 1LY 

        Web site:   Nick Holmes    email:      webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com 

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region: 
 

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood): 
Julian Parker       julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk            tel.  07775 119 469 
 

All other Divisions: 
 Keith Morgan    keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk         tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215  
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 Reduce the entrances and put the slides in on the OMF so that if your 

feeder does drip a little, it remains within the hive.  

 Make sure all the feeders and the boxes surrounding them, are bee-
tight.  

 Don’t do half the job — feed the full amount.  

 Don’t feed honey unless it is your own, and even then not the old over-

heated stuff or fermenting!  

 If you have multiple boxes or leave a super on for them to use, DO NOT 

leave the queen excluder on!  

 Don’t be complacent!  Check each hive regularly to ensure your feeding 

regime has worked.  The results of starvation are bees with their heads 

in the cells trying to lick up the last vestiges of food.  You will also see 

dead bees on the hive floor with their tongues out and in the spring, 

mouldy bees.   

Not all starvation is the same and authors cite several possible causes:  

1. Lateral isolation starvation — Cluster moving across the frames     

laterally and becoming isolated.  

2. Solar isolation starvation — Cluster moving to the south of the box 

due to heat radiated (sun) attraction and becoming isolated.  

3. Freezing/cold period starvation — Cluster unable to move to access 

stores which are very near to the leading edge of the cluster.  

4. Rapid depletion of inferior stores starvation — Cluster situated on 

comb which is either partially filled or unripe, leading to rapid         

depletion of energy needed to move to fresh stores.  

5. Depletion of stores starvation — Cluster consuming all the available 

stores.  

I am not sure that all these are truly different with 1, 2 and 3 being the same 

— the bees going the wrong way and it is too cold to break the cluster to 

reach the remaining stores.  The last two are down to the beekeeper not 

doing their job properly.  

Starvation is an upsetting thing to see when you have worked hard during 

the year to nurture a colony but we all lose some, no matter how hard we 

try.  As long as I can say “I’ve done the best I can for them” then that’s not 

too bad.  

Warwickshire Beekeepers Association courtesy of eBees  
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Essex Beekeepers’ Conference 2016 

Saturday 5th November 2016 

9.30am – 4.30pm 

‘Raising the Standards of Beekeeping Husbandry’ 
We know there will be practical challenges ahead (small hive beetle, tropilaelaps, 
Japanese hornet), but we can strive to keep our bees strong, healthy, and fit for the 

challenges by improving our knowledge and husbandry skills. 

Let our speakers tell you how. All three are well-known, experienced and  
entertaining speakers with many years of practical beekeeping to draw on. 

 

Celia Davis NDB                  Gerry Collins NDB            Robert Smith NDB 
 “Beekeeper versus Bee”       “What’s going on in my Hive?”      “Wild, and spaced out!” 

Conference Venue:               Ticket Price – £25 – includes lunch. 

Barking & Dagenham College, Romford RM7 0XU 

Excellent raffle prizes and trade stands. 

Download a booking form from: 

romfordbeekeepers.wordpress.com   or   ebka.org 
 

Contacts for queries:      Alan Kingsford                                    Helen Kingsford 
  01277 810075     alan.kingsford1@btinternet.com  h.kingsford@btinternet.com 

The Bee Shed 

Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor 

A Range of Frames and Foundation 

Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment 

Open by Appointment:     Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or  

Email:     beeshed@btinternet.com    

f    The Bee Shed Stock 

Meepshole,  Great Prestons Lane, 

Stock, Essex      CM4 9RL 

mailto:beeshed@btinternet.com
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THE NATIONAL HONEY SHOW 
 

As usual I will take up all your exhibits 

to the National Honey Show, pick up all 

prize money and prize cards and bring 

them back.  We need to make an effort 

to support the Essex Classes to keep up 

with the other counties that have their 

own Classes. 

The schedule is online if you can't get one, go to - www.national    

honey show - download the bits you need and read the rules carefully.  

So why not enter some classes in the Essex and the same honey in 

the open classes?  It doesn’t take much more time to get 4 - 6 jars out 

of 1 batch.  They have different judges for different classes so you can 

get different results depending on the amount of competition and we 

all know Essex Honey is the Best. 

Just send off your entry form in plenty of time so your labels can be 

sent to you, get your exhibits packed securely so that they don’t move 

about to much - they don’t have to be individually packed as I need to 

get them out of the box easily (don’t screw them down!)   

Then get them over to me BY TUESDAY 25th OCTOBER at 

44 Ascension Road, Chase Cross, Collier Row, Romford, RM5 3RT 

My phone no. is 01708 765898 and I will get them to the venue first 

thing Wednesday, which lets you to visit the Show on any of the three 

days without having to worry about your Exhibits. 

The honey has started to flow in now so look out for a good FRAME 

(there were lots of good examples at the Essex Show), or different 

coloured  HONEY (again, lots of variety at the Essex Show) and make 

a note of it for the show.  Out of 250 classes you should find some-

thing you can enter,  Not got a lot of honey?  Then try a PHOTO or an 

ESSAY - but read the show schedule for how and when to enter those 

classes, or even just a LABEL on an empty jar. 

Any problems get in touch with me. Jim McNeill 
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Feeding is vital to the survival of your bees, but there are some who feel it 

is better to just leave some, or even all, of the stores a colony has          

collected during the season because this is more natural.  Like all areas of 

beekeeping there is room for all views, but only if the husbandry of our 

colonies is trustworthy — by that I mean it meets the test of survival.  

There are even those who argue that we should not ‘molly-coddle’        

colonies as natural selection will sort things out and so it may, but while we 

wait for this ‘super -bee’ to evolve, how do we beekeepers survive and 

more importantly, how do plants get pollinated? 
 

Pollination is not just for our own food, but for all the other wildlife!  If there 

is less pollination, there will be fewer wild flowers, fewer seeds, fewer   

insects, fewer seed and insect-eating birds – the chain of consequences 

goes on!  So, if we just leave the bees to their own devices there are risks; 

think of 2012, how many colonies would have survived?  How many     

colonies would survive without our intervention since Varroa arrived back 

in the early 90s?  

Feeding is not natural?  Well, cane sugar is sucrose and chemically the 

stuff we buy is no different from that in nectar, after all, it comes from 

plants and is made using the sun’s energy during photosynthesis.  But, I 

hear, it does not contain the trace micronutrients needed to keep bees 

healthy.  True, honey does contain some amino acids and vitamins but in 

minute traces and in any case, pollen is the bee’s source of these, which 

reinforces how a varied and abundant pollen diet is vital.  In my view,  

feeding has its place but must be done correctly, otherwise beekeepers 

are lulled into a sense of false security — I’ve fed the bees so all is well.  

Some feeding tips — the do’s and don’ts!  

 Feed only the correct material and in the correct concentration — no 

adulterations  

 Feed at the correct time so that the bees can process the stores into a 

state that will remain suitable for them to use over the winter — so it is 

ripe and will not ferment in the combs.  

 Feed all colonies at the same time — less risk of robbing.  

 Feed in the evening when there will be less excitement — less robbing 

again.  

 

The Importance of Feeding 
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I would be pleased to talk at your divisional meetings 

about beekeeping in Africa and to tell you more about 

our work.  Do visit our website and follow us on          

Facebook and Twitter.  There are many ways to help us 

if you are so inclined, just drop me an email at: 
Richard_ridler@beesabroad.org.uk  if you are interested. 

A simple bee suit can be made from a sack 

as in this photo. 

Hive tools and smokers are usually bought 

but can be made locally.  The fact that the 

equipment is simple means that it can easily 

be maintained.  No need for spare parts.  

Bees come free in the form of swarms. 

Bee keeping is part of every culture where 

there are bees, there is no resistance to it, 

indeed it is welcomed.  The value of bees for pollination is widely understood 

and much appreciated in the developing world.  Space for hives is made 

available as it is here in the UK, on one’s own land or nearby, so no extra 

cost.  No electricity is necessary, just some clean water for washing. No raw      

materials are needed, bees’ forage is free and they do much of the work.  

The price of honey is surprisingly high in the developing world because it is 

so valued as a health food.  People understand the many benefits honey 

brings to their health and they often don’t have the alternative of medicines 

as we do.   

At Bees Abroad we harness the beauty of beekeeping in poverty relief       

projects.  Typically, our projects increase income by around 20%.  The extra 

income is often used to pay school fees and buy medicines.  We are all     

volunteers and we are all beekeepers.  We always work with groups of bee-

keepers who co-operate together.  We currently have 30 projects in various 

countries but mostly in Africa because that’s where the need is greatest.  Our 

project leaders don’t just get involved in beekeeping - they have to guide and 

help with accounting, marketing, tailoring (to make suits), transportation and 

all the many things that make a successful business based around the sale 

of honey.  Often we add to the income from honey by teaching how to make 

added value products such as creams and candles.  And there is a lucrative 

market for wax because it’s usually organic.    
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EBKA TRAINING DAY 

   BBKA MODULE 1 STUDY DAY 

Saturday 14th January 2017 

at Writtle College, Chelmsford 

 

This training is part funded by the CEC and so representation from all 

Divisions is desirable.  This is a new venture, concentrating on the 

preparation for Module 1 - Honey Bee Management into a day     

rather than evening sessions.  There will be plenty of time to reflect 

and revise afterwards if you are taking the exam on March 18th.   

Preference will be given to those who are taking the exam, but it is 

not a requirement.  Places are limited to 12-15 people.  Costs will be 

very cheap as usual, £10 - £15  

The autumn Module Study group will be covering Module 6 - Honey 

Bee Behaviour on Tuesday evenings of  11th, 18th & 25th October and 

8th November at Foakes Hall, Great Dunmow. 

Please email me    jane.ridler@uwclub.net .  

Jane Ridler Education Secretary EBKA 

mailto:Richard_ridler@beesabroad.org.uk
mailto:jane.ridler@uwclub.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC_46L1frOAhUE7hoKHfcMCSYQjRwIBw&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D0ahUKEwiC_46L1frOAhUE7hoKHfcMCSYQ
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The pesticides were banned from use on flowering crops by the EU in 

2013, after evidence suggested that they are harmful to bees.  Three   

compunds — imidacloprid, thiamethoxam and clothianidin, are banned 

from use across the EU but temporary authorisations can be given for 

‘emergency use’.  A temporary lifting of the ban was granted in 2015 after 

the National Farmers Union (NFU) argued that neonicotinoids were       

required in some areas to control cabbage stem flea beetle.  

However, in May this year, Ministers rejected an emergency application 

from the NFU and the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board 

(AHDB) to use neonicotinoid pesticides on up to a third of all oilseed rape 

crops.  Government scientific advisers suggested that the application, from 

the NFU, should not be granted — the Expert Committee on Pesticides 

(ECP) ruled that the application contained “insufficient information to     

ensure that use will be limited only to those areas where there is a danger 

or threat to plant protection and [could not] offer adequate assurance that 

the use will be controlled in an appropriate   fashion”.  Consequently,   

Farming Minister George Eustice rejected the plan — this was the first time 

that the government had actively ruled against neonicotinoid use.  

Following this, in early July, the NFU and the AHDB once again sought   

permission to use two commercially available pesticides - Cruiser OSR 

(containing thiamethoxam and two fungicides) and Modesto (containing  

clothianidin, and the pyrethroid insecticide beta-cyfluthrin).  However, again, 

the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) concluded 

that the request did not meet the criteria for emergency use. 
 

Not surprisingly, the move has been poorly received by farmers and the 

NFU, who have questioned why the ban is in place when evidence of harm 

to pollinators is still being assimilated.  However, the move has been  

warmly welcomed by environmentalists, with Friends of the Earth’s bee 

campaigner Dave Timms describing the government’s move as “great 

news for bees and other wildlife”.  But he said the victory is at risk following 

the EU referendum.  “The government must do all it can to safeguard our 

under threat pollinators.  This should include maintaining the current      

European ban on bee-harming pesticides — and committing to upholding 

and enforcing EU nature protection rules, which are now at risk as we plan 

our Brexit.”  

 
     Neonic Ban Upheld   
 

Courtesy of Cheshire Beekeeper via eBees 

A second application to use      

neonicotinoid pesticides to      

protect winter oilseed rape has 

recently been refused by the   

government.  
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The beauty of beekeeping is that it works.  As a means of poverty relief it’s 

low tech, low cost, environmentally friendly and culturally acceptable.  The 

developing world is littered with failed charity projects that have come to grief 

because they didn’t take into account the huge differences in circumstances 

and cultures between donor and recipient countries.  So why is beekeeping 

so successful? 

The basic equipment is low cost, can be made from locally sourced materials 

and with the simplest of tools.  The KTB (Kenya Top Bar Hive) was           

specifically designed to fit the bill in hotter climates. 

The illustration shows one made from bamboo.  Its design does not depend 

on maintaining bee space 

which is the thing that 

makes our framed hives 

tricky to make.  

No foundation is         

required.  No extractor is 

needed, just a bucket 

with a lid and some    

material such as an old 

mosquito net for      

straining. 

The Beauty of Beekeeping 

Richard Ridler 
Chairman, Bees Abroad - Saffron Walden Division Member 

County Honey Show 

Some early pictures of the show as it 

got underway - full report and more   

pictures (the public came in their 

droves on Sunday) in next month’s 

issue. 

First Prize -  Divisional Garden - Dengie 

100 & Maldon 
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THE 129th  

ESSEX COUNTY HONEY SHOW 

at 

Barleylands Country Show 

10th & 11th September 2016 
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