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An established colony found in the engine compartment 
of an imported Kia Cee’d. 

Thankfully free from Exotic Pests and diseases. 
Photo by Paul Horton  -  Seasonal Bee Inspector Lincolnshire 
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7 Jan 
Thursday 
8.00pm 

Romford AGM - Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park RM2 5EL 

7 Jan 
Thursday 
8.00pm 

Harlow AGM - Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA  

14 Jan 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Epping 
Forest 

AGM - Chingford Horticultural Hall 

18 Jan 
Monday 
7.30pm 

Chelmsford 

AGM & Film Night  -  ‘The nature of things - Bee talker’  and 

‘The Secret World of Bees’.  Honey popcorn and nibbles 

provided.  The Link, Trinity Church, Rainsford Road, Chelms-

ford CM1 2XB 

20 Jan 
Wednesday 

7.30 
Dengie 100 
& Maldon 

AGM & ’Mead, Melomel and Methiglin’ - Mike Barke.  The 

Oak House, High Street, Maldon CM9 5PF 

27 Jan 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Southend 

‘Preparing for Honey Shows’  Jim McNeill 
Rayleigh W I Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh SS6 6EE 

28 Jan 
Thursday 
8.00pm` 

Braintree 
Annual General Meeting  -  Constitutional Club, Braintree 

CM7 1TY 

28 Jan 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Colchester Annual General Meeting  -  Langham Community Centre 

17 Feb 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Dengie 100 
& Maldon 

, Let’s get ready for Spring’ - Eric Beaumont - The Oak House, 

High Street, Maldon CM9 5PF 

18 Feb 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Epping 
Forest 

Tba 

24 Feb 
Wednesday 

7.30pm 
Southend 

‘Pollen - super food for bees’.  Talk by Bob Smith NDB.   
Rayleigh W I Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh SS6 6EE 

25 Feb 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Colchester 
‘Anaphylactic Shock’  -  talk by Barbara Sharp.  Langham 

Community Centre, Church Road, Langham CO 

28 Feb 
Saturday 
7.30pm 

Braintree Annual Dinner - Constitutional Club, Braintree CM7 1TY 

Note to Secretaries:          Please inform the Editor of the details of your 

Divisional Monthly Meeting so that it can be included in these listings         

Deadline:    4th of the preceding month  

EBKA  Divisional  Meetings 
Diary dates for  January 2016 & February 2016 
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to be held at 6.30pm on Thursday 28th January 2016 

at Trinity Methodist Church 

Rainsford Road, Chelmsford, CM1 2XB 
 

In last month’s edition of The Essex Beekeeper notice was given of the EGM 

to approve an update and minor revision to the Rules of the EBKA.       

Members are cordially invited to attend.  The details of the changes to the 

Rules approved by the Central Executive Committee (CEC) of the EBKA are 

as follows:- 

1. The Rules were last amended at the EGM in November 2012. 
 

2. There are now some minor technical changes that should be made to 
those Rules that can be subject to alteration.  These are:- 

 

Rule 7   Management of the EBKA 
 Reference is made in paragraph 2 to ‘Charity Trustees’ which should 

now read “within the meaning of section 177 of the Charities Act 
2011”.  This Act replaces section 97 of the Charities Act 1993. 

 

Rule 7   Management of the EBKA c) County Appointees 
 To include in the listing of appointees, the Education Secretary which 

is a new post created in 2015. This change is necessary following the 
division of responsibilities of the former Examinations Secretary. 

 

Rule 7   Management of the EBKA d) CEC Appointees 
 To add to the listing of CEC appointees the role of Webmaster, a fairly 

new appointment previously noted as a co-opted member. 
 

Rule 20 g)   Management of Divisions 
 “g) Submit a list to the General Treasurer by 31

st
 January every 

year of sums received which qualified for Gift Aid during the pre-
vious subscription year.” 

 To remove this section, as lists are no longer submitted to the General 
Treasurer by 31 January every year of the sums received that      
qualified for Gift Aid during the previous subscription year. 

 

If agreed at the EGM, these changes will be incorporated into the Rules and 

a printed version of the 2015 update will be available for members at the 

EBKA 2016 AGM being held at 2pm on Saturday 19 March. 

Michael Webb  -  Secretary EBKA 

EBKA  Extraordinary General  Meeting 
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President Pat Allen 

Epping Forest BKA in conjunction with the Bee Improvement  
and Bee Breeders’ Association (BIBBA) present a one-day event - 

 

‘Bee Improvement for All’ 
The aim of this workshop is to enable beekeepers of all abilities 

to assess colonies and improve their bees using simple techniques 
not often found in books. 

 

Roger Patterson is an engaging communicator and a beekeeper 
of wide experience, who promotes the BIBBA principle 

of the improvement of local bees. 
 

Sunday, 13 March 2016 

9 am - 4.30 pm 

Copped Hall,  Upshire Road,  Epping  CM16 5HS 

Further information and tickets at £10/adult and £5/child from 

Robin Harman at:   secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk 

Payment to HSBC Account name EBKA, Sort code 40-20-37     

Account 21116681.  Please include bank reference ‘BIFA’ followed by 

your surname, e.g.  BIFA HARMAN. 
 

Refreshments provided, but please bring your own lunch.  

Parking is plentiful and free. 

Further information at bibba.com and copped hall trust.org.uk  

BEE HEALTH DAY 2016 

Get this Date booked in your Diary: 

THURSDAY 16TH JUNE 2016  

ESSEX COUNTY BEE HEALTH DAY 

Great Easton Village Hall  
and at ROBERT PICKFORD’S apiary  

10am to 4pm  

More details later.   Jim McNeill  -  Spray & Disease Delegate 

mailto:secretary@eppingforestbeekeepers.co.uk
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Those county members, and a few from Cambridgeshire, who ventured to 

the far eastern outpost of the region were rewarded with an excellent       

conference this year. 
 

The newly refurbished Ormiston Academy, in Burnham-on-Crouch, was a 

worthy setting for three excellent speakers who provided a varied and     

stimulating programme. 
 

First to the rostrum was Professor Lin Field, of Rothamsted Research      

Institute.  Her wide leading-edge knowledge of the effects of insecticides on 

all pollinators, and especially on bees, was very enlightening.  She          

highlighted the complexity of the subject but hinted at future prospects of 

tailor-made insecticides that target individual groups, if not species, of      

insects.  Working at Rothamsted gave her particular ease of access to, and 

conversations with, practising horticulturalists who were also well versed in 

genetic analysis and manipulation.  This was really ground breaking         

research. 
 

The second speaker was Professor Francis 

Ratnieks from Sussex University.  One of 

his main research topics is the reinforcement 

of the hygienic behaviour of bees and their 

ability to detect and remove diseased and 

parasitized larvae.  This behaviour is better 

developed in the Asian bee, which has 

adapted to coexist with the varroa mite.  If this 

behaviour can be selected for, in European 

bees, they may also be able to coexist with 

varroa.  To measure the efficiency of bees in  

removing diseased larvae, dead brood was provided (killed by freezing with 

liquid nitrogen) and observations were made on the percentage               

subsequently removed from the test area. 
 

Professor Ratnieks supported the use of oxalic acid treatments for varroa 

control and gave results of its use at different times of the year and at       

different concentrations.  He emphasised the importance of varroa, as a   

vector, for many virus diseases now widespread in our hives and              

consequently the vital importance of control. 
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With the final speaker, we had a complete change of interest. 
 

Barbara Dalby, of Pebadale Apiaries, is a practising Apitherapist.  She 

has travelled widely and has addressed conferences at Apimondia on this 

subject.  The use of bee products; honey, wax, propolis, royal jelly and     

venom, have long been the basis of traditional medicine, however, a wide 

promotion of these methods is handicapped by the large pharmacia when 

considered for wide promotion.  Gradually, however, anti-bacterial,           

antihistamine and other properties of bee products are being accepted with 

their use more widely incorporated into main stream medicine.  Particular 

promise seems to lie in the extremely complex composition of propolis with 

its load of multiple natural antibiotics. 
 

Dengie 100 & Maldon Division are extremely grateful to the commercial 

sponsors, E H Thorne and Beecraft, for their generosity in sponsoring the 

speakers, as well as other sponsors donating items for the Prize Draw.    

Fourteen bee friendly donors generously provided gifts and Prize Draw     

proceeds enabled a donation of £500 to be made to Bees Abroad. 
 

Carlie Mayes  -  Dengie 100 & Maldon Division 

 

PETER DALBY  -  PEBADALE APIARIES 
For all your beekeeping and apitherapy supplies 

Large Stock held  -  all year round 
Competitive prices; any item not stocked to special order 

37 Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 8TN 
 

Tel: 01992 622645 
Email:  pebadalebees@btinternet.com 

 

Open Mon  -  Sat 
(any reasonable time) 

CLOSED SUNDAY 
Telephone before calling 

Agent for E H Thorne and Northern Bee Books 

Local Honey Man 

  

London & Essex Commercial Beekeeper 

Pre-order your HoneyBee Nucs Now 

Top quality Nucs From £160 

Mated Queens From £30 

 Order online   www.localhoneyman.co.uk 

 Contact us on 0779-845-041 

mailto:pebadalebees@btinternet.com
http://www.localhoneyman.co.uk
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MICROSCOPY TRAINING DAYS 

   Graham Royle NDB 

Saturday 27th  or  Sunday 28th February 2016 

at Writtle College, Chelmsford 
Full laboratory facilities 

£19  (subject to numbers) 

This training is part funded by the CEC and so representation from 

all Divisions is desirable.  At the time of writing there are a few 

places left but no-one from Epping Forest or Maldon has applied  

yet.  This is an opportunity to learn to diagnose your bees’          

diseases (and other skills) from a national expert!  Please email me 

jane.ridler@uwclub.net .  If you have a preference for Sat/Sun, 

please let me know. 

Jane Ridler Education Secretary EBKA 

 

Love beekeeping but hate the honey mess? 
Too much hassle selling your pure honey to the public or privately? 

Too cold to stand outside and sell your honey? 
If these are some of your thoughts — look no further, Honey Helpers will: 

Take ALL the hassle out of selling your honey.   Buy all your honey in one transaction 
Give competitive rates.            Payment upon delivery or collection (your choice) 

 
 

Interested? 
Call us NOW on  07809 562045 or email -   honey.helpers@yahoo.com 

To discuss your requirements or for further information. 
You may also sign up for future information. 

Regards,   Honey Helperrs 

mailto:jane.ridler@uwclub.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO-shKbM9sgCFYY3FAodz9wNTQ&url=http://cliparts.co/cartoon-bees-pictures&bvm=bv.106379543,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNH8ZDrBUIE7tqdIIvcqsyHxWjHaDA&ust=1446720558800505
http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-KinoEdxzT
mailto:honey.helpers@yahoo.com
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How many is that? 

 

Unlike humans, honeybees, when thrown into highly time-altered new       

societal roles, are able to alter their  biological rhythms with alacrity, enabling 

them to make a successful “quick switch” in their daily routines, according to 

research carried out at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  With people, on 

the other hand, disturbances to their biological clocks by drastic changes in 

their daily schedules are known to cause problems - for example for shift 

workers and for new parents of crying, fitful babies.  Disturbance of the    

biological clock - the circadian rhythm - can also contribute to mood         

disorders.  On a less severe scale, international air travellers all know of the 

“jet lag” disturbance to their biological clocks caused by travelling across 

several time zones. 
 

Bees, however, have now been shown to be highly resilient to such change. 

When removed from their usual roles in the hive, the bees were seen to 

quickly and drastically change their biological rhythms, according to a study 

by Prof. Guy Bloch published in the “Journal of Neuroscience”. 
 

The changes, he found, were evident in both the bees' behaviour and in the 

"clock genes" that drive their  internal biological clocks.  These findings    

indicate that social environment had a significant effect on both behaviour 

and physiology.  Circadian rhythm, the body's "internal clock," regulates daily 

functions.  A few "clock genes" control many actions, including the time of 

sleeping, eating and drinking, temperature regulation and hormone          

fluctuations.  However, exactly how that clock is affected by - and affects - 
social interactions with other animals is unknown. 
 

Bloch and his colleagues chose to study bees in part because of their     

complex social environment.  One role in bee society is the "nurse" - bees 

that are busy round the clock caring for larvae.  This activity pattern is      

different from other bees and animals, whose levels rise and fall throughout 

the day.  The team thought that changing the nurse bees' social environment 

might alter their activity levels, so they separated them from their larvae.  

The researchers found that the bees' cellular rhythms and behaviour      

completely changed, matching a more typical circadian cycle.  The opposite 

also was true, when other bees were transferred into a nursing function. 
 

"Our findings show that circadian rhythms of honeybees are altered by     

signals from the brood that are transferred by close or direct contact," Bloch 

said.  "This flexibility in the bees' clock is striking, given that humans and 

most other animals studied cannot sustain long periods of around-the-clock 

activity 
 

UNLIKE  US,  HONEYBEES  NATURALLY  MAKE   

‘QUICK  SWITCH’ 
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activity without deterioration in performance and an increase in disease." 
 

Because bees and mammals' circadian clocks use the same clock genes 

and are similarly organized, the question arises as to whether the clocks of 

other animals also strongly depend on their social environments.  The next 

step is to find just how social interactions influence gene expressions.      

Further research into this question may have implications for humans who 

suffer from disturbances in their behavioural, sleeping and waking cycles. 
 
From ‘Science Daily’ via ebees (Nottinghamshire Beekeepers’ Association) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

During the past year we have been looking at a 

variety of different topics and I hope you have 

found the odd one interesting, but this month I 

am looking to the future, and it isn’t all rosy.  

When I started beekeeping in 1980, Varroa 

was not something which even appeared on 

my distant horizon.  Scroll forward some 30 

years and it has become all-consuming in many 

ways, completely changing beekeeping in large 

parts of the world.  Combatting it has cost millions of 

pounds/dollars worldwide and the fight goes on with no clear end-

ing.  We now know a lot more about it, but that knowledge has not always 

translated into practical help for the beekeeper.  However, Varroa might not 

be the end of our troubles.  So, what is on the way  — 
 

1.Small Hive Beetle (SHB)  (Aethina tumida) 
 

This wee beestie may be the next big problem   

waiting to pounce on our honey bees and if/when it 

comes it could be another major disaster area.  It is 

a notifiable pest and if you suspect you have found 

it, must be reported to your bee inspector or the 

NBU.  It is closely related to our common pollen 

beetle that all gardeners are familiar with, but a little larger at 5 – 7 mm.  It is 

black with clubbed antennae and the wing cases covering the wings are 

shortened so that the last few abdominal segments are visible.  The         

reproductive potential is frightening: a female may lay between 1000 and 

2000 eggs, hiding them in crevices in the hive.  These hatch into little larvae 

which eat pollen and honey and tunnel through the comb.  When present in 

large numbers they can cause the honey to ferment and the whole thing  

becomes a sticky, weeping mass, smelling of rotten oranges. 

Crystal Ball 

Time 
 

Celia Davis  -  
Warwickshire 

via ebees 
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Similarly in supers, stored in warm conditions prior to extraction, can cause 

enormous losses.  Once fully grown the larvae exit the hive, en masse,    

tunnel into the soil around the hives (although they can crawl a considerable 

distance) and pupate.  Under good conditions the whole life cycle takes 

about 6 weeks, but can be much longer if the soil temperature is low, below 

10
o
C.    

 
This may prove to be the Achilles heel of the beetle in this country,           

particularly further north, as it struggles to complete its life cycle and is     

unable to have as many generations in the year.  SHB is endemic in         

sub-Saharan Africa and should, by rights, have stayed there, but it is now a 

real pest in the United States, Australia and other places.  In 2004 it was 

found in Portugal and successfully eradicated, but in 2014 quite a few       

apiaries were found to be infested in Southern Italy.  The Italian Government 

spent very serious money; many colonies were destroyed, apiaries ploughed 

and disinfected and livelihoods destroyed, but it appeared that the problem 

had been solved.  Then in September 2015 more beetles re-emerged in the 

same area and the problem is ongoing.   True, it is quite a long way from us, 

but with the speed of movement around the globe these days distance is not 

a problem.  The pest can be transported on honey bees, bumblebee         

colonies, in swarms on containers, in comb and honey, on fruit, especially 

fruit such as melons, mangoes etc. where beetles may lay eggs and on soil 

around imported plants.  This may contain pupae.  Beetles may survive for 

some time without food.  So what can we do?  As individual beekeepers all 

we can do is be very vigilant.  Just because we do not live near a port does 

not mean we could not be the first to find it.  There are entry routes every-

where.  For example, in garden centre specialising in tropical plants and     

artefacts.  Containers from all over the world wend their way down quiet    

country roads and through towns, the list is endless.  So we should all be 

looking.  If it is detected very early it may be possible to eradicate it, but left 

to spread, that becomes virtually impossible. 
 

Strong colonies can usually control the beetle and good hygiene, especially 

in the extracting room, is essential.  Various traps, using oil, have been    

developed.  It is often possible to attack the pupae in the soil with             

insecticides and future developments may include the use of fungi or      

nematodes to parasitise the pupae.  Watch this space ……. 
 
2. The Asian Hornet (Vespa velutina) 
 

The arrival of this insect is almost inevitable: it is sitting just across the    

English Channel.  There are lots of pictures around in books and on the web, 

so get acquainted with it and report it to the Non-Native Species Secretariat 

(NNSS) if you see one. 
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3. Tropilaelaps spp 
 

The last in this trio of horrors is Tropilaelaps which is a tiny mite.  It is 

smaller than Varroa but it scuttles over the comb so may be easier to spot.  

It is found over a huge area of Asia and can cause economic loss in 

A.mellifera.  Its life-cycle is similar to that of Varroa, but shorter and it 

needs honey bee brood to be available throughout the whole year.    

Providing winters remain sufficiently cold to ensure a brood break, any that 

do arrive should die during the winter, but with climate change this could 

change.  Already some colonies are continuously brooded. 
 

There we are then.  The crystal ball does contain these 3 unpleasant 

threats but the time-scale for their arrival is  unknown.  There may also be 

improvements in Varroa control and the bees themselves may start to 

show resistance to this number one enemy.  So not all bad news. 
 

 

 
BBKA Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM) to be held on 9 January 2016 
 

The Nominations and Propositions (shown on pages 428 and 429 in the    
December 2015 edition of the BBKA News) were considered by the CEC and 
their views and voting instruction on each item will be reflected by the       
EBKA’s BBKA Delegate when he attends the meeting.  The CEC expressed 
their concern at the recommendations of the Annual Cycle Working Party 
(ACWP) Report (shown on page 436 in the December edition of the BBKA 
News).  The EBKA response to questionnaire sent out by the ACWP         
favoured a move of the ADM to June each year as this would lead to greater 
financial accountability and an opportunity to review the current budget.  The 
BBKA Treasurer, Chris Lake has stated that he does not feel able to         
recommend the ACWP report to the BBKA Executive Committee expressing 
his concern that it is impractical and unreliable that “Delegates should be 
asked to approve a three year costed strategic plan in conjunction with a one 
year costed business plan for the financial year in which capitation fee      
increases are being sought”.  Our BBKA Delegate will be reflecting the views 
and concerns of the EBKA at the meeting. 
 

Grant Requests  
 

The CEC is to implement the bulk purchase of up-to-date microscopes for 
Divisions who requested them. Other Divisional grants were also approved. 
The CEC, in continuing to make best use of EBKA funds, is seeking a       
response from Divisions for a county wide bulk purchase in 2016 of 
“pop-up shelters” for use at divisional apiary days, workshops, shows and 
training days.  These gazebos would all be “badged” with the EBKA logo.  



12 

We know that pollen is very important to honey bees, and one      
component of pollen in particular a protein called vitellogenin (Vg) 
may be considered to be their elixir of life. 
 

Vitellogenin (from the latin vitellus, yolk, and gener, to produce) is a          
synonymous term for the gene and the expressed protein. 
 
A few facts about vitellogenin. 
 

Until a few years ago Vg, did not really feature much in the bee literature, but 
is taking on greater significance the more we learn about it.  Vitellogenin is 
not something specific to honey bees, or even insects.  It seems to be found 
in most animals and certainly in all those that lay eggs, and its structure   
varies depending upon the animal concerned.  Also, it is a very complex  
substance made up of a mixture of carbohydrate, fat and protein and is   
technically called a glucolipophosphoprotei, but the protein is the dominant 
part, constituting some 91% and it is as a protein that we are interested in it.  
In general it is employed as a precursor for the substances in the yolk of 
eggs but in honey bees it has other, far-reaching, functions which impact on 
the lives of worker bees particularly in important ways. 
 

The role of Vg in honey bee development  
 
Vitellogenin build-up begins in the older worker honey bee pupa and is     
accelerated once the young bee emerges and starts to eat large quantities 
of pollen.  It is manufactured in the fat bodies and, when the bee is about 
five days old, it begins to be used to produce brood food.  However, the   
levels in the haemolymph remain high provided that the bee has a good  
supply of pollen, until the bee is about two weeks old, when its vg levels 
begin to decline, presumably depleted by brood food production, and the 
bee gradually changes to become a forager. 
 

At the same time a second substance, Juvenile Hormone (JH) interacts with 
the Vg and as levels of vg fall, levels of JH rise. (It is probable that high    
levels of vg suppress production of JH.) Increasing levels of JH precipitate 
aging in the bee and, once she becomes a forager, our bee is on the       
slippery downhill slope to death.  She can, however, be rejuvenated to some 
extent if she starts to eat more pollen and her Vg levels rise.  Under those             
circumstances older bees can feed larva. 
 

You may be asking what practical significance all this has.  A bee deprived 
of pollen does not produce the normal amount of Vg and becomes a forager 
much earlier.  It is not able to feed so many larvae and its overall life will be 
shortened. These two facts will have quite a dramatic effect on colony 
buildup     

What is vitellogenin protein and why is it important to 
honey bees ?  
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build-up, so protein, in the form of pollen, and the Vg that is produced from 
it, have a fundamental influence on the growth, and ultimate size, of the  
colony. 
 

Vitellogenin and the queen 
 

The queen has high levels of Vg maintained throughout her life and this 
confers longevity while allowing her to remain fertile.  
 

The role of Vg in winter bees 
 

It appears that the ability of our honey bees to produce large amounts of Vg 
is the key to winter survival in temperate regions.  Young bees emerging in 
August and September (and later) consume large quantities of pollen, just 
as their summer sisters do, but do not use it to produce brood food.  They 
put the Vg produced from the pollen into store, so, during the winter, the fat 
bodies of the workers are plump and white and collectively represent a huge 
protein store.  When the early brood appears this Vg can be used to        
produce brood food and start the colony into its spring build-up. 
 

Since shortage of Vg shortens the life of a bee, winter bees are in trouble if 
they do not have sufficient pollen in the later part of the year.  A further  
complication is varroa (isn’t it always?), as varroa-infested pupae result in 
bees that are unable to make and store as much Vg.  If many Winter bees 
are in poor condition the colony may not survive until the Spring. 
 

Vitellogenin and the bee’s immune system  
 

We know that Vg is important in mopping up some of the free radicals that 
circulate in the bees’ haemolymph, so enhancing the immune system and 
contributing to the bee’s health, but very recently some new work has been 
published which sheds further light on the subject of immunity, and may 
have far reaching and beneficial results. 
 

In mammals, antibodies, which confer protection against specific diseases, 
can be passed to the offspring via the milk that is fed to them.  Bees do not 
have antibodies, but it seems that fragments of pathogens which gain     
access to the bee’s body are attached to Vg and fed to the queen in royal 
jelly.  These then pass into the queen’s fat bodies and are passed onto the 
eggs (remember that Vg’s prime function is in yolk production).  This, in  
effect, vaccinates the embryo against those pathogens and the young bee is 
able to produce antimicrobial peptides in response to the presence of those 
pathogen fragments.  This is potentially very exciting and may lead to a 
method of disease prevention by using the diet. 
 

Learning more  
 

If you want to know more about vitellogenin you can  find information on the 
website scientificbeekeeping.com, or look up papers by Gro Amdam and 
her associates. 
 

Celia Davis - Warwickshire BKA via ebees 
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The Bee Shed 
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor 

A Range of Frames and Foundation 

Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment 

Open by Appointment:     Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or  

Email:     beeshed@btinternet.com    

Meepshole,  Great Prestons Lane, 

Stock, Essex                      CM4 9RL 

2016 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The EBKA AGM  

is to be held on  

Saturday 12 March 
at 2pm in Room EO6 at Writtle College 

Lordship Lane, Chelmsford, CM1 3RP 

 

The Ted Hooper Memorial Lecture 

is to be held on  

Sunday 17 April  
at 2pm at the Coach House, Marks Hall 

Coggeshall   CO6 1TG. 

The speakers for this prestigious inaugural event are 

Clive de Bruyn and Margaret Thomas 

mailto:beeshed@btinternet.com
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Who’s who and how to contact them 

President of EBKA           Pat Allen   Hon CLM 

Trustees: 
 

Chairman:  Ian Nichols        17 Dyers Hall Road, Leytonstone, London E11 4AD 
    email   ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk   tel. 0208 558 4733 / 07980 299 638 

Secretary:  Michael Webb   19 Ingrebourne Gardens, Upminster, Essex  RM14 1BQ 
       email   gsecebka@virginmedia.com  tel. 01708 250 606 / 07712 490 511 

Treasurer:  Bob Manning    12, Moorland Close,  Collier Row, RM5 2AB 
                             email   treasurer@ebka.org     tel:  01708 760 770 

Divisional Trustees: 
Braintree Stuart Mitson stuart.mitson@btinternet.com 
Chelmsford Margaret Clay margaretclay@btinternet.com 
Colchester Tom Geddes tom.geddes@btinternet.com 
Dengie Hundred & Maldon Glenn Mayes trustee@dmbka.org.uk 

Epping Forest Mark Chambers mark.chambers@condecosoftware.com 

Harlow Martin Cavalier cavalier@btinternet.com 

Romford Pádraig Floyd  psafloyd@yahoo.com  

Saffron Walden Richard Ridler richard.ridler@uwclub.net 
Southend Marguerita Wilson  philandritawilson@sky.com 

Divisional Contacts: 

Braintree:  Colleen Chamberlain   01279 876 333   Chelmsford: Brian Spencer   01245 490 843 

Colchester:  Morag Chase   01206 522 576    D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes  01245 381 577 

Harlow:    Nick Holmes  07730 735 752 Epping Forest: Robin Harman   07971 237 312 

Romford:   Pat Allen   01708 220  897                  Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler  01799 218 023 

Southend:  Chad Colby-Blake     01702 302 209 
 

EBKA Education Contact:   Jane Ridler    Old Barn House, 36 Walden Road, Sewards End, 
     Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2LF  01799 218 023    jane.ridler@uwclub.net 
EBKA Examinations Secretary:   Pat Allen , 8 Franks Cottages, St Mary’s Lane, Upminster,  
                   Essex RM14 3NU   01708 220 897    pat.allen@btconnect.com 
 

The Essex Beekeeper  Magazine: 
Editor:   Jean Smye,  email:     jsmye@sky.com    tel. 07731 856 361  
Advertising: Jean Smye  email:     jsmye@sky.com    
Mailing Secretary:  Mary Heyes   email:     ml.heyes@virgin.net 

  Printed by Streamset, 12 Rose Way, Purdeys Industrial Estate, Rochford, Essex SS4 1LY 

Web site:   Nick Holmes    email:      webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com 

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region: 
 

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood): 
Julian Parker       julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk            tel.  07775 119 469 
 

All other Divisions: 
 Keith Morgan    keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk         tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215  
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