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Our June meeting was graced by a talk from Clive de Bruyn with accompanying slide show (actual slides, 

not PowerPoint which was a first for some of our younger members!). The subject of the talk was 

“Beekeeping in the Caribbean” and it consisted of anecdotes delivered in Clive’s freeform style about the 

difficulties he faced in the 70’s and 80’s trying to set up commercial honey production on a number of the 

Islands. Many of the pictures featured Clive in a variety of sartorially challenging outfits accompanied by 

locals who he invariably described as “seen here pretending to work”.An entertaining couple of hours and 

a fascinating description of why large scale commercial beekeeping doesn’t work in that part of the 

world. (Honey hunters/thieves steal all the kit and they get a better price locally than is available on the 

bulk honey market) 

 

Our July meeting topic was entitled Honey Hygiene and the Regulations and was delivered by Andy 

Ridley. Andy is an Environmental Health Officer and Beekeeper and has written extensively in BeeCraft 

on the subject of Food Hygiene and the Regulations as they apply to Small Scale Honey Producers. 

The talk, while very interesting, horrified some attendees.It seems that if we sell even one jar as honey we 

become Food Production Businesses and as such are expected to stick to some pretty extensive rules and 

regulations and can expect unannounced visits from the LA Food Hygiene inspectorate. Many of us had 

always assumed that the exemption from compulsory registration that we enjoy as a result of our status as 

Primary Producers exempts us from the requirements that apply to Commercial Food production. 

Apparently not. Well worth an invitation to speak, if only to see the look on some of the faces of the 

audience. 

 

Some of us were invited to meet, in a personal capacity, the local MP Robert Halfon (Deputy Chair 

Conservative Party and in the cabinet as Minister Without Portfolio) Apparently he has recently had more 

correspondence about bees and neonics than he has on the EU Referendum and wanted to know if it was 

something he should be getting involved with. The meeting culminated in a request for us to provide the 

text of a letter for him to send to the S of S for the Environment, Liz Truss. 

This I did and in it asked Mrs Truss to:-  
1. Rather than simply review what is already available, to undertake or commission some new and 

independent research into the effect on Honey Bees of Neonics at very low concentrations as the MAFF 

research is inadequate to provide any sort of indication of a causal link with current problems with 

declining populations. 

2. To undertake the necessary testing or to amend the Veterinary medicine regulations to allow the 

reintroduction of sales of Fumidil B for the treatment of Nosema 

3. To either ban imports of bees or carry out proper enforcement of the existing regulations to improve 

biosecurity on the grounds that most of our woes appear to be imported. I cited historic importation and 

spread of Varroa, EFB and AFB, and warned that Asian Hornets and small hive beetle are on their way. 

I await a response. 


