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Who’s who and how to contact them

Divisional Meetings
August & September 2014

President of EBKA

Eric Fenner

Hon Member BBKA Hon CLM EBKA

Trustees:
Saffron

Theory Classes for beginners - Part 4
‘Review of First Season’s Experiences and Preparing for Winter’ - Malcolm Legg, Penny Learmonth &
Paul Heales at Thaxted Guildhall CM6 2LA

6 Aug

Wednesday
7.30pm

16 Aug

Saturday

Epping
Forest

Winter Preparation - Redbridge Lakes

17 Aug

Sunday
12.30pm

Saffron
Walden

BBQ with Guest Speaker tba
at Paul Heales CB10 2AQ

18 Aug

Monday
7.30pm

Walden

Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Richard Ridler, Old Barn House, 36, Walden Road, Sewards End, Saffron
Walden, Essex. CB10 2LF. email chair@ebka.org
tel. 01799 218 023
Michael Webb 19 Ingrebourne Gardens, Upminster, Essex RM14 1BQ
email gsecebka@virginmedia.com tel. 01708 250 606 / 07712 490 511
Bob Manning 12, Moorland Close, Collier Row, RM5 2AB
email treasurer@ebka.org
tel: 01708 760 770

Divisional Trustees:
Braintree

James Jolley

mrjolley@live.co.uk

Richard Alabone

r.alabone@sky.com

Chelmsford

Richard Martin - Agronomist
The Link, Rainsford Road, Chelmsford

Chelmsford
Colchester

Lee Bartrip

leebartrip@gmail.com

BBQ at Oakdale, Hazeleigh Hall Lane CM9 6GT
Grid ref: TL 83137 04160
RSVP chairman@dmbka.org.uk

Dengie Hundred & Maldon
Epping Forest

Glenn Mayes
Ian Nichols

trustee@dmbka.org.uk
ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk

Harlow

Mike Barke

mjbarke@googlemail.com

Annual Show at St John’s Church, Epping

Romford

Pádraig Floyd

psafloyd@yahoo.com

Saffron Walden
Southend

Janice Grieve
Marguerita Wilson

janicegrieve@gmail.com

20 Aug

Wednesday
6.00pm

Dengie 100
& Maldon

23 Aug

Saturday
2.30pm

Epping
Forest

28 Aug

Thursday
7.30pm

Colchester

31 Aug

Sunday
3.00pm

Braintree

Apiary Meeting — Divisional Apiary. Telephone Pat
Rowlands 01376 326 036 for details

5 Sept

Friday
8.00pm

Romford

‘Stings & Anaphylactic Shock’ - Paul Gates.
Chadwick Hall, Main Road RM2 5EL

6 Sept

Saturday
10.30am
All day

Saffron
Walden

‘Carpentry Workshop’ - Make, assemble or mend
Venue tba

13/14
Sept

Saturday
& Sunday

County
Event

127th County Honey Show at Barleylands Country
Fair, Billericay CM11 2UD

14 Sept

Sunday
3.00pm

15 Sept

‘Record Keeping’ - Derek Webber.
Langham Community Centre

Divisional Contacts:

philandritawilson@sky.com

To contact a local Division:

Braintree: Colleen Chamberlain 01279 876 333 Chelmsford: Brian Spencer 01245 490 843
Colchester: Morag Chase 01206 522 576
Harlow:

Nick Holmes 07730 735 752

D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes 01245 381 577
Epping Forest: Robin Harman 07971 237 312

Romford: Pat Allen 01708 220 897
Southend: Chad Colby-Blake

Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler 01799 218 023

01702 302 209

EBKA Education Contact:

Jane Ridler Old Barn House, 36 Walden Road
Sewards End, Saffron walden, Essex CB10 2LF
01799 218 023
jane.ridler@uwclub.net

The Essex Beekeeper Magazine:

Braintree

Apiary Meeting - Feeding and Treatment
Telephone 01371 822 043 for details / directions

Editor:
Advertising:

Jean Smye,
Jean Smye

Monday
7.30pm

Chelmsford

‘Preparations for winter - The Link, Chelmsford

Web site:

Nick Holmes

17 Sept

Wednesday
7.30pm

Dengie 100
& Maldon

Members Meeting
CM3 6JE

20 Sept

Saturday
2.30pm

Saffron
Walden

‘Taster Session’ - for next year’s prospective beginners at Deryck Johnson’s apiary CB10 2UY

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood):
Julian Parker
julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk
tel. 07775 119 469

25 Sept

Thursday
7.30pm

Colchester

‘Eco-friendly energy saving house and self
sufficiency’ - Chris Southall at Langham Community
Centre

All other Divisions:
Keith Morgan

Distribution and Mailing Secretary:
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email: jsmye@sky.com
email: jsmye@sky.com
tel. 07731 856 361
email:
webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com
Mary Heyes

The Norton PH, Cold Norton

tel. 01702 588 009
email:
ml.heyes@virgin.net

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA Region:

keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk
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tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215

The Bee Shed

EBKA Annual Conference 2014

Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

A Range of Frames and Foundation
Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment
Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or

Open by Appointment:
Email:

beeshed@btinternet.com

Meepshole, Great Prestons Lane, Stock, Essex CM4 9RL

Attention Beekeepers
Love beekeeping but hate the honey mess?
Too much hassle selling your pure honey to the public or privately?
Too cold to stand outside and sell your honey?
If these are some of your thoughts — look no further
Honey Helpers will:



Take ALL the hassle out of selling your honey



Buy all your honey in one transaction



Give competitive rates



Payment upon delivery or collection (your choice)
Interested?

Call us NOW on 07809 562045 or email - honey.helpers@yahoo.com
To discuss your requirements or for further information.
You may also sign up for future information.

Regards, Honey Helpers

The website for the Annual EBKA conference has now opened:
www.ebka.org/whats-on/ebka-conference-2014/ Please take the time
to have a look. Southend Division is your host for this year and our
theme is ‘Beekeeping for All’. You will receive a warm welcome at
Runnymede Hall on Saturday 11th October at 9:15. We have three
very experienced and topical speakers.
Dr Nicola Bradbear will be our first Speaker, looking at the work
of Bees for Development, which the division supports and looking at
the various beekeeping practices in those places where BfD are active. Next we have Heidi Hermann of the Natural Beekeeping Trust,
who will be talking to us about Varroa management in natural beekeeping practices. Lastly, we have Terry Clare who will speak on
Queen Rearing. This aspect of beekeeping has become a hot topic in
recent years and is seen as a must have knowledge for progressing
your own beekeeping expertise.
There will be trade stands from Roy Cropley (Wax Exchange), The
Beeshed (National Bee Supplies agent), Mr Beesy (Frames of the
Future) and EBKA merchandise.
Ticket Sales opened from July 7th and cost £29 including a hot fork
buffet by Affinity1777. The conference page has all the necessary
information and a booking form. Feel free to contact us if we haven’t
made anything clear.
Take Note:

HONEY BUCKETS
Standard white plastic £2.00 each
Collection only please - Hatfield Heath
Telephone 01279 730 228

EBKA Conference
Runnymede Hall, Kiln Road, Thundersley,
Benfleet SS7 1TF
Saturday 11 October 2014
Cover Photograph:
“worth a bale of hay” - Photograph by Conrad

Email: davidsbees@hotmail.co.uk

The views expressed in any article are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
the views of the EBKA.
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More than Honey For County Show

Last year for the first time we dedicated an area at the county show to
displaying and selling all those things we produce that are more than
honey, such as:
Candles

Wax Blocks

Soap

Lip Salve

Last year was successful with lots of interest from the public. This
year we want to do even better! So please make and bring along
things you produce using your hive products.
Contributors can determine prices within reason and as usual EBKA
will only retain 15% of proceeds.

Volunteers Wanted for Annual Honey Show
at Barleylands nr. Billericay
Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th September

We need 40 volunteers each day to man the stalls and talk to the
public about the joys of beekeeping.
Stalls include sale of honey, candle rolling, observation hives,
information point and beekeeper’s equipment as well as live
beekeeping demonstrations. Entry for helpers is free, lunch is
provided for a small charge and you will have time off to visit the
rest of this huge show.

The varroa mite invades a host (worker or drone larvae) cell just prior
to the cell being capped. Once inside, she will hide in the brood food
in an upside-down position (viewed from the top of the cell). Mites
have special appendages called ‘peretrimes’ (essentially as snorkelling tubes) that help them to breathe.
Shortly after a cell is capped, the larva inside will spin a cocoon and
then become a prepupa. The mite will not feed until about five hours
after the cell is capped (after spinning is done), and the first egg is laid
70 hours after cell capping. The first egg is not fertilised, and
becomes a male. This is the same as in honey bees, as both
organisms have a ‘haplodiploidy’ sex determination mechanism,
where males are haploid (having no father) and females are diploid
(having both parents).
After this, approximately every thirty hours, the mite lays a female
egg. If the mother mite was not mated properly, then all of her
offspring will be males. A total of five (on worker pupae), or six eggs
(on drone pupae), can be laid in a capped cell. However, worker
bees will emerge about 11 days after capping, and drones 14 days;
but a daughter mite takes 6 days to mature. Therefore, most of these
eggs do not have time to develop into adults, (6 days + 70hrs delay in
egg laying + 1 day for first egg as male = 10 days, leaving only 1
daughter time to mature).
The mites and the unsclerotized (white) females, who
are not fully
developed, all die shortly due to
dehydration after a cell is opened, (after bee
emergence, or uncapping by hygienic bees).
Therefore, only the mature, tanned female mites but not most nymph stages and males - are seen by
beekeepers.
(not to scale)

Males will mate with a female repeatedly to result in a total of about
35 spermatozoa inside the female spermatheca.

There are plenty of jobs for beginners. Interested? ….then please
email your name and which day you can help to chair@ebka.org

Report on research by Dr Zachary Huang, Department of
Entomology, Michigan State University USA via ebees/Reigate
BeeNews.
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The Varroa Mites Life Cycle

It’s Time to Get Started . . . . . . .

Via ebees - Reigate BeeNews

Now is the time to start planning your entries for the Annual Honey
Show. If you haven’t entered before there are special classes for
novices so don’t be
shy, but be warned entering is addictive.

Phase 1 - the Phoretic stage:
During which mites ride on adult workers or drones. At the same
time they are feeding on blood (hemolymph) from bees, usually from
the inter-segmental membrane on the abdomen. The phoretic stage
lasts about 5 — 1 1 days when there is brood in the colony.

You don’t even have
to enter honey there are classes for
cakes, fudge, toffee,
inventions,
mead,
photography,
and
candles.

Mites are forced to remain phoretic if there is no brood, and this can
last 5 — 6 months in cold climates. Mites often change hosts
(hopping from one bee to another), and this contributes to the
transmission of various viruses, by injection in another bee during
feeding.
Mites experience higher mortality during the phoretic stage, because
they make mistakes, and fall to the screen bottom; get bitten by
workers during grooming; or die due to old age. The ‘natural drop’ on
a screened bottom board reflects a combination of all of these
factors. However, the total of these fallen mites is less than 20% of
the population. Therefore, using a bottom screen board alone will
reduce, but not eliminate, the need for other IPM techniques.
During the phoretic stage, mites transfer horizontally to other
colonies. Either by being accidentally dropped onto flowers and then
picked up by other foragers, or by mite-carrying bees drifting to
another colony, or finally by bees robbing a colony dying from mite
infestation.

All you need to know
is in the Show
Schedule which you
will find on the EBKA website together with the entry form or it was
included with last month’s Essex Beekeeper magazine.
Show them what you can do!

This last situation causes selection of mites with high virulence,
because normally mites that kill a colony will also die with their host,
but with robbing behaviour the successful transfer of mites from the
dying colony to another is guaranteed (another very good reason to
avoid robbing behaviour).
Phase 2 - the reproductive stage:
Only during this time is it possible for mites to increase their
population. This occurs only under the capped brood cell. Mature
female mites are already mated when they emerge at the same time
that the bee emerges from the cell.
12
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Possible UK Derogation on the use of a neonicotinoid

HONEY JARS

on oil seed rape
David Aston
Chair BBKA Technical and Environmental Committee
You may have read in the press or been contacted and requested to
sign a petition concerning an application made by Syngenta to obtain
derogation from the UK government to enable them to use their active
substance (thiamethoxam) on oil seed rape. This had been reported
as the UK government seeking to break the EU wide ban on the use
of neonicotinoids.
We understand that the company made an application for a limited
use of the product because of problems in the control of flea beetle on
oil seed rape. Flea beetle is also resistant to pyrethroid insecticides
which are an alternative choice to neonicotinoids for the control of flea
beetle.
In order to obtain the derogation the company has to go through the
specified regulatory process including the Chemicals Regulations
Directorate, the Advisory Committee on Pesticides before Ministers
consider granting permission.

Don’t forget - the very last date for ordering
honey jars is AUGUST 9th.
Divisions were notified at the beginning of July of types available and
the advantageous prices we can achieve with a bulk order.
Please make a special note of the collection arrangements:
28th or 29th AUGUST 2014 - 10am to 4.30pm
or
30th AUGUST up to 12noon BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT
(goods will no longer be insured after this time)
At: Forest Lodge Turkey Farm, Stock Road, Stock
Nr Chelmsford, Essex

CM4 9QY

We do not know the precise nature of the derogation being sought (for
example it may be for limited geographical areas or there may be
additional product stewardship requirements to be met).
We understand a number of other EU countries either have already
granted derogations or are considering applications for derogation.
We will communicate further information as soon as we receive it.
26 June 2014

For sale
2 Honeybee five framed National Nucs for sale
2014 Queens
£120 per nuc

Call David on 07768 535 400
(Southend Member)
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Beesy

THE FRAMES OF THE FUTURE

Beesy frames are now made with MDF and plastic so they are only £1.00 each.
DIY works out at about 55 pence each frame.
Snap together !
No more nailing !
Reduced propolisation !
All Frame sizes available !
From The Bee Shed in Stock
Large brood frames now come with free support to keep comb flat.
10 x National Dp or Sh £10.00 Wired foundation available
r.alabone@sky.com

01245 259288

See our website: beesyframes.wordpress.com
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In parts of the world other that UK and USA, propolis is valued as an
important ingredient in traditional medicine. It is challenging to
measure the efficacy of natural products such as propolis against
modern chemical medicines because each batch is different.
However, there are case studies suggesting that it has beneficial
effects for complaints as far ranging as arthritis and bronchitis.
Richard showed us a range of propolis products that can be found
from around the world including soap, shampoo, lip balm and
toothpaste. (A pharmacist amongst our members did caution against
the use of any toothpaste that claims to kill all the bacteria present in
the mouth since some of these are necessary for oral hygiene.)

ESSEX BEE HEALTH DAY 2014
An article plus photos by Paul F Abbott: - Southend Division
On a fine midsummer day, Wednesday 25th June 2014, with a honey
flow in full liquid progress, a merry band of buzzing beekeepers met
at Rivenhall for a “Bee Health Day”. This was organised on behalf of
the Essex Beekeepers Association by honey show supremo Jim
McNeill of Romford Division.
A dynamic team of FERA
Bee inspectors (l to r:
Peter Folge, Peter Heath,
Sandra Gray and Keith
Morgan)
provided
the
educational
input
with
tutorials, practical demonstrations using diseased
combs,
plus
in-hive
observations.

Richard demonstrated how to make a tincture of propolis by
dissolving it in an alcohol. Collecting and preparing the propolis is
best done when it is cold and brittle. It can be ground or chopped into
small pieces and will readily dissolve in the alcohol if shaken
periodically over 24 hours. The resulting tincture, in very small
quantities, can be used to relieve ulcers and sores.
This was a fascinating presentation which gave all of as ‘food for
thought’ and I am very grateful to Richard for sharing his research
with us. I, for one, will be more respectful of this hive product in the
future!
Margaret Clay — Chelmsford division
THE OBSERVATION HIVE
Karl Showler

£12.95

Three groups of delegates rotated through the small-group
workshops. This included examination of hives for signs of health,
and disease at the out-apiary of Braintree’s Vi Taylor; who kindly let
the Inspectors manipulate her bees for the greater educational good
of those present: Many thanks Vi: Three cheers!

APIS THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
Graham Royle NDB

£17.50

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Modules 1, 2 & 3
JD & BD Yates. Revised Edition

£31.50

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Modules 5 - 8
JD & BD Yates. Revised Edition

£36.75

BOTH VOLUMES TOGETHER
Modules 1-3 & 5-8 (Revisedx Editions)

£63.00

www.honeyshop.co.uk

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Husbandry
JD & BD Yates

£22.00

The overall aim of the plan is: To achieve a sustainable and healthy
population of honey bees for pollination and honey production in
England and Wales via strengthened partnership working between
Government and other stakeholders, including Beekeepers.

Master Card/Visa Welcome

BEEKEEPING STUDY NOTES Basic Exam
JD & BD Yates

£14.90

The challenge: Honey bees: Pests and diseases:

Bee Books New & Old
Ash View, Tump Lane
Much Birch
Herefordshire HR2 8HP

Telephone 01981 540 907

THE GENERAL APIARIAN
Isaac
Postage included
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£90.00

FERA (The Food and Environmental Research Agency): Honey
Bee Health: A ten year plan:

Honey bees contribute directly to sustainable local food production
and more broadly, through pollination, to crop production. They are
susceptible to pests and diseases, which have increased significantly
7

in the UK over the last 5 to 10 years. Current widespread risks
include American Foulbrood and European Foulbrood, varroa mites
and associated viruses. Colony losses due to varroa infestation have
increased since 2001. This is a result of the mites‟ developing
resistance to available pyrethroid varroacides and the limited
alternative treatments. Potential exotic risks include the small hive
beetle, parasitic brood mites (Tropilaelaps species) and undesirable
species such as the Asian Hornet.

Finally, ALL beekeepers should register with “BeeBase UK”, a free
confidential service provided by DEFRA. BeeBase is the National
Bee Unit website and provides a wide range of free advice on
European foulbrood (EFB), American foulbrood (AFB) and Varroa,
plus other pests, diseases, including starvation, and other problems
that afflict our precious honeybees.

Propolis

The management of pests
and diseases in hives to the
lowest levels achievable, in
particular through integrated
pest management, is needed
in order to reduce the risk of
further spread to nearby
apiaries.

Talk given to Chelmsford Division
I confess that I have never before thought of propolis as one of the
more interesting hive products for the beekeeper. So Richard Ridler’s
talk to the April meeting of CBKA entitled, ‘Propolis – the Magic
Medicine’ was a fascinating introduction to the importance of propolis
to the bees and also its historic and potential benefits to humans.

Watch out for the arrival of
The Asian Hornet in an
Apiary near you:
The Bee Inspectors warned
of the probable arrival of the
exotically destructive Asian
Hornet from across the
Channel. Simple home-made
traps were demonstrated,
which require the basic
practical skills of a “Blue
Peter” enthusiast. The use of
these traps is strongly
recommended by FERA in order to monitor the presence of this
parasitic omnivorous insect pest.

The word ‘propolis’ comes from ancient Greek and roughly translates
as ‘defender of the city’ – a reference to its use by wild colonies to fill
gaps and reduce the hive entrance to make it easier to guard against
intruders. Propolis is a compound of tree resins and wax that is
processed by the bees with added enzymes to produce a multipurpose substance. The anti-bacterial properties of propolis help the
bees fight against diseases, parasites, fungi and bacterial growth.
Empty brood cells are polished with propolis to clean and sterilise
them ready for new eggs.
Bees only collect tree resin when it is warm (21°c - 28°c) and sticky.
As it cools, it becomes hard and so makes a useful building material
to fill small gaps in the hive structure and reinforce weak points.

It was stressed that Varroa destructor, with its associated role as a
vector of multiple viruses remains the most significant threat to the
honeybee (Apis mellifera). The mite is now endemic and present to
some extent in all hives. Monitor, treat and manage accordingly or
watch your honeybee colonies dwindle and die. C’est la vie! C’est la
mort!

There is evidence that humans have understood its many properties
and have been using propolis for millennia. As far back as 3000BC
the Egyptians were using it to embalm corpses and there are copious
references to its having been used as an antiseptic to heal sores and
battle wounds. It is generally believed that propolis was an ingredient
of the lacquer used by Stradivarius to polish violins and in more
recent times it has been used by horticulturists to protect the tissue
damage on grafted plants.
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