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August 2010 

Sunday 11.00am Colchester The 78th Five Parishes Show. The Col-
chester Division will be having a stand at this event. Help will be needed 
on the day; to offer your assistance please phone James Scobbie on 
01206 853122 for more information.  
 
 
Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow.  This month there 
is a honey competition and also a talk by Robert Pickford on how to pre-
pare for feeding and varroa treatment. 
 
Saturday 3.00pm Romford A walk round Cranham Marsh, an Essex 
Wildlife Trust Reserve, led by Tony Gunton.  
 
 
Saturday TBA Maldon Bradwell Flower Show. Really worth a look: un-
usual plants at good prices. Help is needed in the bee tent to talk to inter-
ested potential bee keepers.  
 
 
Saturday 2.30pm Epping Forest. We are invited to Ted Gradosielski’s 
apiary  at Chapel Barn, Waltham Road, Nazeing, Essex EN9 2EB.  Ted 
is going to demonstrate Honey Extraction. 
 
 
Saturday 12.00pm Saffron Walden at Penny and David Learmonth’s, 
‘The Watch House’ Watch House Green, Felsted, CM6 3EF. Our Divi-
sion’s Annual Barbecue and Apiary Meeting. 
 
 
Satruday TBA Maldon Garden meeting at Hop Gardens Woodham Wal-
ter to discuss problems, remedies and advice from the veterans, and a 
nice glass of wine!   
 
 
Sunday 3.00pm Braintree Apiary Meeting at Coney Green, Great Bard-
field. Please telephone Pat Rowlands for details 01376 326036. 
 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend at Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham 
Lane, Rayleigh. A talk by Pat Allen on ‘The Uses for Nuc boxes’. 
 
 
Saturday 2.30pm Epping Forest This session will be on ‘Preparation for 
the Winter’ and will be held at our Wanstead Apiary . This will cover 
amongst other topics, feeding and Varroa control. 

1 August 
 
 
 
 
 
5 August 
 
 
 
7 August 
 
 
 
7 August 
 
 
 
 
14 August 
 
 
 
 
21 August 
 
 
 
 
21 August 
 
 
 
 
22 August 
 
 
 
25 August 
 
 
 
28 August 
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September 2010 

2 Sep. 
 
 
 
3 Sep. 
 
 
 
5 Sep 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Sep 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 & 12 
Sep 
 
 
 
 
 
11 Sep 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 Sep 
 
 
 
 
26 Sep 

Thursday 7.30pm Harlow at Kings Church Red Willow.  This month there 
is a talk by Keith Morgan from DEFRA on Disease Control. 
 
 
Friday 8.00pm Romford Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park.  A talk  
by Norman McDonald, ‘Beekeeping in Ghana. 
 
 
Sunday evening Maldon BBQ at Willowgrove Burnham Road. Kindly 
invited by BOB and Vera in their lovely garden. Bring your own food and 
drink and enjoy a evening of good company. Please confirm attendance 
01621 741445  
 
 
Sunday 11.00-4.00pm Epping Forest.  The Epping Forest Festival. 
Once again we will be having a stand at this annual event where we will 
be demonstrating various aspects of beekeeping. This Festival is held on 
Chingford Plains on Forest land is very well supported by the local peo-
ple and is it is always a very successful day, giving us a very good oppor-
tunity to promote beekeeping and the importance of bees in general. 
We usually have honey for sale. Please contact Helen Chadwick if you 
are able to come along and help on that day. 
 
 
 The Essex Honey Show at “Barleylands”. The show is held over two 
days (11th & 12th September) See advert on page 13. There is much 
work involved in setting up and running the honey show, if you would like 
to help or contribute, this would be greatly appreciated - please contact 
Jean Smye for details on 07731856361. 
 
. 
Saturday Epping Forest. This is the date of our Annual Divisional Honey 
Show. This year it is going to be held, for the first time, at our winter 
meeting venue, Chingford Horticultural Society Hall, Larkshall Road, 
Chingford, E4 6NH. There are plenty of classes for everyone, from begin-
ners to advanced. More details will be in the August Newsletter. 
 
 
Wednesday 7.30pm Southend at Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham 
Lane, Rayleigh. A talk by Daren and Claire, ‘What is it and what is it used 
for?’ 
 
 
Sunday 3.00pm Braintree Apiary Meeting at Fambridge Hall, White Not-
ley. Please contact Anthony Stark for details 01376 583117.  
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The Chairman’s Corner 
Richard Ridler 

So What is the EBKA? 

For many years the people and activities of my own division (Saffron Walden) 
were the only reason that I belonged to EBKA. What happened around the rest 
of the county and at the British Beekeepers’ Association were invisible to me. I 
suspect I’m not atypical. 

If you know little or nothing about our Association outside your division then I’m 
going to attempt to redress the situation by writing in these pages from time to 
time. I’m also going to report on what happens at the central committee of the 
association (the rather grandly named central executive committee or CEC). Let 
me start by explaining the role of the EBKA. 

EBKA is a registered charity with the stated aim of promoting and furthering the 
craft of beekeeping. As a charity we must conform to the regulations of the Char-
ity Commission. We have trustees who are responsible for the good manage-
ment of the association. Each of our nine divisions provides a trustee of the char-
ity; the chairman, secretary and treasurer are trustees too. Currently no one from 
Epping Forest or Colchester divisions has offered to be a trustee which is a great 
pity; it only requires attendance at six meetings a year. Our accounts and other 
key information about us are available on the Charity Commission’s website for 
all to see. 

Our association is now in its 130th year and the value of being an association of 
divisions (the number of which has varied over the years) remains as it has al-
ways been. There are things we can do to promote and further the craft of bee-
keeping as a county association that are not practical for local divisions. We can 
share knowledge and experience and best practice across the county, we can 
run county wide events such as the County Honey Show, the Annual Conference 
and our disease management days and we can exert influence to further our 
aims in the wider world. As EBKA it is practical to recover the gift aid which is 
available to charities, something which might defeat divisions if they were 
autonomous. Gift aid has provided a welcome £3,000 of income this year. 

EBKA is member of the British Beekeepers Association about which more an-
other month. 

Over the years as I gradually discovered the EBKA outside Saffron Walden divi-
sion, it expanded my access to people and resources which have furthered my 
beekeeping knowledge and competence as a beekeeper. If you have not yet 
discovered EBKA outside your own division can I encourage you to start looking. 

 

If you might be willing to be a trustee for Colchester or Epping Forest Divisions 
then please contact me at chair@ebka.org to find out more about what is in-
volved. 
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Oil Seed Rape can be a real pain  
Deryck Johnson 

Whilst oilseed rape may bring a beautiful fine-grained white honey we are all 
aware of its problems.  Unless you time the extraction just right, you are going to 
be left with crystalised honey remaining in the comb.  If the offending frames are 
put back on wet, the potential storage space is greatly reduced and the crystali-
sation problem only gets worse. 

Different people have different answers to the problem.  Some advocate scrap-
ing back to the foundation and others cut out the whole comb, rendering the 
waste to provide wax and winter feed, and fitting new foundation. 

I am much more in favour of cleaning out the crystalised honey so saving the 
bees having to go through the wax-making process again and leaving them more 
time for harvesting. 

The method I use depends on the time of year and whether I need to use the 
supers again in the same season.  If the frames are needed again then I do a 
mass wash.  A support wall is made using the greenhouse staging and the 
frames stacked upside-down against it.  The hose-pipe is put on a fine spray and 
directed onto the frames.  The length of time depends on the state of the frames 
but when one side is all washed out, shake out the water and turn the frames 
round to do the other side.  Because my bog-garden needs re-soaking at this 
time of the year I can kill two birds with one stone. 

If your water is metered, 
or there is a shortage then 
obviously this method 
cannot be used.  The 
other drawback is that you 
have been unable to re-
claim the crystalised 
honey.  If the frames are 
not urgently needed then 
store them until the end of 
the season and let the 
bees clean them out. 

Stack them in supers above the brood box, using a crown board with an open 
feeder hole and moisten the frames.  Each day lift out each frame and spray 
clean water over each face and replace it.  I use a pressure garden sprayer kept 
exclusively for this purpose so that no residue from pesticide or herbicide will 
enter the hive.  If you only have a few frames then it is possible to use an old 
kitchen-cleaner spray but your hand will really start to ache if you have many to 
do. 

Time it right and you’ll end up with lovely clean dry comb ready to put into store 
for the winter. 
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Home Delivery—Part 2 
Howard Gilbert 

Last month I wrote about  a swarm that took up residence in one of my empty 
hives. This started me thinking about ownership of swarms. At what point can it 
be said that a person owns a swarm? What if a beekeeper saw a swarm emerg-
ing from one of his hives and followed it to his neighbour’s garden and claimed 
that he wanted his swarm back? When does ownership of a colony start and 
finish? There is a legal case which answers these questions. The case came 
before the Court of Appeal  Kearry v. Pattinson [1939] 1 K.B. 471 C.A. 1938 Dec. 
20 and found in ‘Beekeeping and the Law – Swarms and Neighbours’ (BKATL) 
by David Frimston and David Smith. In the case, Thomas Kearry, a beekeeper 
saw some of his bees swarm and settle in the garden of his neighbour, William 
Pattinson. He had constant sight of the bees as they swarmed from his hive and 
landed in his neighbour’s garden. Kearry asked if he could retrieve the bees but 
permission was initially refused. The next day Pattinson eventually gave permis-
sion to Kearry to get the bees. However, by this time the bees had gone. Kearry 
sued Pattinson for the loss of the swarm and loss on the profit of the honey he 
would have obtained. 

What are the issues arising? The first point to establish was whether Kearry 
owned the bees when they were in his hive which was situated in his garden (or 
alternatively land he had permission to go on). In law it is established that bees 
are ferae naturae (wild animals) and not domestic animals. Different rules of 
ownership apply to each type. The rule regarding bees is that when a colony has 
been put into a hive they fall under the ownership of the person who has con-
fined them. So the bees in the hive on Kearry’s land are owned by him. But what 
about the bees that go out to forage and return to the hive? What is the status of 
the individual bee while it is out foraging—is that bee no longer owned by 
Kearry? ‘An individual bee on a foraging flight clearly has the necessary intention 
of returning to the hive’ (aka animus revertendi). (p.8 BKATL). So this foraging 
bee is still owned by the beekeeper! To conclude: a colony which has been hived 
by a beekeeper, and the hive is on land which the beekeeper has permission to 
enter, is owned by that beekeeper. He also owns the individual bees that go out 
foraging each day. 

What is the status of a swarm of bees which land on someone else’s land? Fol-
lowing the principles discussed above, it would appear that if the owner of the 
land upon which the swarm alighted were to put them into a hive then he would 
become the owner of that swarm of bees. But the bees were in the garden of 
Kearry’s neighbour and had not been hived. Also Kearry had kept sight of this 
swarm from the moment they emerged from his hive to the moment they settled 
in his neighbour’s garden. What did the law have to say on this situation? Kearry 
argued that the swarm belonged to him because it is stated in Blackstone’s Com-
mentaries on the Laws of England ‘bees also are ferae naturae; but when hived 
and reclaimed, a man may well have a qualified property in them by the law of 
nature … [and by the civil law] occupation, that is, hiving or including them, gives 
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the property in bees; for, though a swarm lights upon my tree, I have no more 
property in them until I have hived them … and therefore if another hives them, 
he shall be their proprietor: but a swarm, which fly from and out of my hive, are 
mine so long as I can keep them in sight, and have the power to pursue them; 
and in these circumstances no one else is entitled to take them’. Kearry argued 
that he had not lost sight of the swarm and so was entitled to pursue and reclaim 
the bees. The next step to consider is what does the term ‘power to pursue them’ 
mean? Did it extend to the fact that Kearry has a right to go onto someone else’s 
land to get his bees? It was held that Kearry had no right to pursue his swarm of 
bees onto another person’s land if such a pursuit amounted to trespass. 

On that basis, the swarm, once it emerged from Kearry’s hive, was owned by no 
one. If the swarm had landed in Kearry’s garden, he would have been entitled to 
collect and put them in a hive. Once in a hive they belonged to him. When the 
swarm lodged themselves in Pattinson’s garden, they were owned by no one. 
Pattinson could have put them into a hive and he would then have owned them. 
Kearry did not have the right to come into Pattinson’s garden and claim the 
swarm. If he entered Pattinson’s garden without his permission he would have 
committed trespass. Kearry lost his case against Pattinson. 

This leads to another question: what if someone left a swarm in their garden (and 
didn’t put them in a hive) which began to cause a nuisance to the neighbours? It 
is no defence to say that the bees are owned by no one—the nuisance is ema-
nating from the garden and the owner of the garden will have to deal with it—this 
is a completely different branch of law which I may return to one day. 

Returning to my newly acquired swarm which took up residence in one of my 
hives: the swarm after it left its original home was owned by no one; when it flew 
into my garden it was owned by no one. But when the bees entered my empty 
hive they became my property. As I said last month: the beauty of Home Deliv-
ery! 

PETER DALBY—PEBADALE APIARIES 
Agent for EH Thorne and Northern Bee Books 

Also Apitherapy Supplies and advice 
Large stocks held; any item to order; competitive prices 
37, Cecil Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. EN8 8TN 

Tel/fax: 01992 622645  
Open Mon—Sat (any reasonable time)Telephone before call-

ing. CLOSED SUNDAY.         



9 

SEASONAL VARIATION IN HONEY YIELDS: 2~ Total HARVEST 
Ross Gregory  

Ross Gregory has written four articles on the seasonal variation in honey yields. 
These articles first appeared in Honey Bee Times, Journal of the Wiltshire Bee-
keepers Association. I would like to thank the Editor of Honey Bee Times and 
EBees for permission to reprint these articles in the Essex Beekeeper. 

In an earlier article I wrote about the effect of weather, notably average tempera-
ture during April and May, on the date of the first honey harvest. Analysis of my 
records since 2002 showed that the warmer the average temperature during 
April and May then the earlier the date of the first honey harvest has been.  Be-
low I reproduce the graph updated to include the results for this year. Pleasingly, 
the point for this year fits the general trend. The average temperature for April-
May was relatively good and in association with this the date of my first harvest 
on 6 June reflected this.  

 

I am not the first beekeeper to realise what my records show. One such bee-
keeper was our own late Fred Portch. In Thorne’s Beekeepers News, No.62, 
January 1994 (pages 7-8), Fred presented a comparison between mean annual 
temperature and annual honey yield for 1982-1992, showing a close relationship 
between temperature and yield. 

In addition to examining the effect of average temperature during April and May 
on the date of taking the first honey harvest from any one of my apiaries, I have 
also compared the annual honey harvest (to end of September) with the average 
temperature during June and July. I have determined average temperature from 
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www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk for the Midlands region. I chose this region for 
two reasons. Firstly, a change was made in defining regions in 2002 and sec-
ondly, I decided that probably, the weather in Highworth, at the top of north Wilt-
shire and overlooking the Thames Valley where I live, is probably better repre-
sented by the average weather in the ‘Midlands’ than that in either the ‘England 

SW & Wales S’ or ‘England SE & Central S’ regions. 

With reference to the above graphs, it is notable that in 2007 the two spring 
months were particularly warm and an early honey harvest was associated with 
this. This contrasts with how poor the harvest was for that year. Conversely, the 
harvest was very large in 2003 but the date of the first harvest was not especially 
early. Overall, there is not an obvious relationship between date of first harvest 
and total harvest. 

For my data, a relationship between the total harvest for the season and average 
temperature during June-July is relatively good. A difference of one degree Cen-
tigrade in average temperature during June-July can mean to me a difference of 
about 600-700 lbs in the quantity of honey harvested. 

In my previous article I noted that 2007 and 2008 had wet and dull summer 
months. This has happened again this year, 2009. The average temperature for 

June-July this year (2009) of 15.2°C was only marginally better than for 2007 
and 2008 (15.0°C). The only explanation I have for a poorer harvest this year 

than the previous two years is that I started the season with fewer colonies and 
disturbed my more productive apiaries with queen raising and instruction activi-
ties. My honey yield for 2006  was very poor (447 lbs) because I had suffered a 
major loss of colonies the preceding winter, although I might have expected a 
good yield because the seasonal temperature was particularly high (17.75°C). 
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These past three years coincide with especially low sunspot activity. Another 
article in this series in a future edition of HBT will consider further a possible rela-

tionship between sun spot activity, weather and hence honey harvest. 

If you have suitable records then why don’t you also carry out the same analysis 
as I have done and let me know your results, or give me your data so I can do it 
for you. 

The One that got Away 
Anita Lewis 

This article first appeared in the Newsletter of the Ludlow & District Beekeepers’ 
Association June 2010. I would like to thank the Editor of the Newsletter and 
EBees for permission to reprint this article in the Essex Beekeeper. 

Day 1 

While I was away from home a few weeks ago, I received a call from my hus-
band. 
“Good news and bad news” he said. 
“Bad news is that you have a swarm. Good news is that they have settled on a 
low branch in our garden, overhanging the field” 
On my return home about 3 hours later, I found that the swarm had moved to a 
branch much higher up the tree. Too high for our ladder to reach. 

I put together a hive with some stores and placed it in the field nearby hoping to 
attract the scout bees hither. 

Day 2 

No movement from the swarm. Some bees were entering the lure hive but I 
could not be sure if they were from the swarm or bees from my other hives hav-
ing a free lunch. 

Day 3 

I decided to try and encourage the swarm to move. After placing a large sheet 
under the tree, in case they dropped, I climbed the tree and got as close as I 
could to the buzzing ball. I gave the branch a mighty shake. The bees rose in a 
cloud-and settled back to the same spot. I repeated this operation about 5 xs, to 
no avail. Out with the bow-saw! I then sawed through the branch to which they 
clung. As the branch fell the bees all flew to another branch slightly higher up. 
This too was dispensed of.  Once more the bees rose as one – and flew to a 
very high branch on a Eucalyptus tree, and settled there. 

After much ado, I then managed to hoist a suitably adapted cardboard box 
smeared inside with some honey, alongside the swarm- about a metre away. 

 

Cont. on page 13 
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UnCapping—Is this the Answer? 
Richard Alabone (Mr Beesy) 

Many years ago Colin Wardell told me of a simple method for removing cappings from 
super frames using a heat gun.  But I didn't try it, as I didn't have a hot air gun at the 
time.  Last week I bought a paint stripper for £9.00 from the supermarket which 
showed me how amazingly quick, simple and effective, Colin's method was.  The blast 
of very hot air melts the cappings in seconds leaving the bits of wax fixed to the comb 
but with each cell ready for extraction.    Photo 1 on the back page 

The most likely looking nozzle supplied with the gun was about half an inch by two 
inches and this proved to be totally effective.  Moving it across the comb, about an 
inch away and at an angle to the comb, seemed the best.  I soon was able to just 
make the cappings disappear even at the corners or sunken parts which make con-
ventional uncapping frustrating and time consuming, often resulting in badly damaged 
comb.  Of course the air flow at about 300°C will demolish comb and honey, if held 
still, so the gun has to be kept on the move fast enough to just make the cappings 
disappear.  It's easy to get the right technique.  The wax soon cools leaving bits and 
pieces fixed to the comb but allowing space for extraction.    Photo 2 on the back page 

It was thought that bees might take unkindly to this unusual damage to their home, but 
in 24 hours they had totally remoulded the wax to produce a comb ready for refilling.  
Photo 3 on the back page 

Conventional uncapping generally produces comb damage much deeper than the 
cappings, resulting in a sticky mess that has to be dealt with.  Beekeepers often give 
the cappings back to the bees – they take the honey but don't know what to do with 
the wax, sometimes joining it all together and getting stressed and bad tempered in 
the process.  Cappings can be melted down to separate the wax but this ruins the 
honey, or alternatively the honey can be spun out in an extractor, but I much prefer to 
save them in plastic bags and then wash out the wax using the diluted honey to make 
Mead.  Now that I use the Wardell system I shall have to make mead from the ex-
tracted honey which would have gone into the cappings tray anyway.  Other advan-
tages with a heat gun system are that uncapped frames do not drip while putting them 
into the extractor, and there are fewer bits of wax to clog up the honey filter.  If you are 
erratic with the gun wavy comb will result, but this is probably no worse than that pro-
duced by a carving knife.  But don't throw your knife away you still have to sometimes 
remove unsightly lumps or clear the top bar.  Its best if the air flow is across the comb 
rather than straight at it, so I hang the frame above the uncapping tray with the lugs 
resting on two strips of wood, then direct hot air downwards.  Of course nothing's per-
fect in this world; some cells don't get properly uncapped and some areas may need a 
wipe with the uncapping knife to remove excess wax. 

It might be said that the honey is damaged by the excessive heat from the gun but it's 
only the top film of honey that sees the heat, and then only for less than a second.  I 
am sure that no measurable change in HMF value is caused by this process. 

This article was written in the belief that the idea was novel – but there is little new in 
beekeeping.  Apparently it has been tried before but not extensively used, or written 
about. 
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contd. from page 11 

Day 4 

No luck. Some bees were entering the box though. I hoped they were from the 
swarm. That day was windy with several bouts of rain. The evening brought even 
heavier wind and rain. 

Day 5 

At about 6.30am I went out to 
check on the swarm. There they 
still hung! However the box had 
disappeared. On investigation I 
found that the farmer must have 
let his young cows into that field 
and they had chewed through the 
rope holding the box aloft. Plus to 
add insult to injury, they had 
knocked over the lure hive and 
had chewed up all but one frame 
of foundation! I then hoisted up a 
nucleus- with nylon rope- and 
hoped the swarm would like this 
offering. More rain that day. 

Day 6 

No change- they still would not go 
in the wonderful warm dry home 
on offer. 

Day 7 

Still hanging there. At 12.00 I 
went for a walk with the dogs. 
When I returned there, they 
were………..GONE 

14 Ashmere Rise Sudbury CO10 2QE 
Email: terrence.bird@sky.com 

tel: 01787 376174 or 07891 632926 

County Honey Show 
11th & 12th September at Barleylands Nr. Billericay 

This is our biggest public event of the year; it’s a fun day out and a 
great opportunity to promote beekeeping. Helpers get free show 
entry and we need lots and lots of you to come along. If you are 
planning to enter any of the show classes August is the month be 
preparing. Looking forward to seeing you there. For more informa-
tion contact your divisional honey show representative or 
chair@ebka.org. 
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UnCapping—Is this the Answer? 
Article is on page 12 

Photo 1 
The blast of very hot air melts 
the cappings in seconds leav-
ing the bits of wax fixed to the 
comb but with each cell ready 
for extraction.     

Photo 2 

The wax soon cools leaving bits 
and pieces fixed to the comb 
but allowing space for extrac-
tion.     

Photo 3 

… but in 24 hours the bees had 
totally remoulded the wax to pro-
duce a comb ready for refilling.   


