
  

 

THE 

ESSEX BEEKEEPER 

Monthly Magazine of  the 

Essex Beekeepers’ Association 

Registered Charity number 1031419 

Furthering the Craft of Beekeeping in Essex 

No. 585  www.essexbeekeepers.com 
September 

2013 
Printed by Streamset, 12 Rose Way, Purdeys Industrial Estate, Rochford, Essex SS4 1LY.  

 

 

Bombus Hypnorum  -  The Tree Bumble bee     
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5 
Sep 

Thursday 
8.00pm Harlow 

Finalising Feeding, Varroa Control, Winterising  -  
David Tyler  Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 
5PA 

6 
Sep 

Friday 
8.00pm Romford tba 

7 
Sep 

Saturday 
10am 

Epping 
Forest 

Divisional Honey Show  -  Chingford Hall. 

7 
Sep 

Saturday 
2.00pm 

Saffron 
Walden 

‘Taster Session’  -  for next year’s prospective       
beginners.  Paul Heales apiary, Saffron Walden CB10 
2AQ 

14 & 15 
Sep 

All 
 Weekend 

Barleylands 
Billericay 

Essex Country Show &  
Essex Beekeepers Honey Show 

16 
Sep 

Monday 
7.30pm Chelmsford ‘Bring & Buy’ sale including Honey, Wax and Polish. 

18 
Sep 

Wednesday 
7.30pm 

Dengie 100 
& Maldon 

The Norton, Cold Norton CM3 6JB 

21 
Sep 

Saturday 
All Day 

Epping 
Forest 

EBKA Annual Conference 

26 
Sep 

Thursday 
7.30pm Colchester A talk on Bumble Bees — John Taylor  -  Langham 

Community Centre 

29 
Sep 

Sunday 
3.00pm Braintree 

Apiary Meeting  -  Alison & Geoff Brewer, Felstead  
telephone 01371 822 043 

3 
Oct 

Thursday 
8.00pm Harlow 

‘How I got on at the County Honey Show’  -  Various 
Divisional members  +  Divisional Programme for 2014 
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow  CM19 5PA 

16 
Oct 

Wednesday 
7.30pm 

Dengie 100 
& Maldon 

The Norton, Cold Norton CM3 6JB 

17 
Oct 

Thursday 
7.30pm 

Epping 
Forest 

tba 

19 
Oct 

Saturday 
2.30pm 

 
5.30 for 
6.00pm 

Romford 

Divisional Honey Show — St. Marks Church 
(Entries in between 1pm & 2pm) 
 
Annual Supper  -  St. Marks Church 

21 
Oct 

Monday 
7.30pm Chelmsford 

‘Candles & Wax Products’  Jean Smye    The Link, 
Rainsford Road, Chelmsford  CM1 2XB 

24 
Oct 

Thursday 
7.30pm Colchester 

A talk from the Regional Bee Inspector  
 -  Keith Morgan  -  Langham Community Centre 

25 
Oct 

Friday 
8.00pm Braintree ‘Wildlife’  -  Barry Kaufmann-Wright.  Constitutional 

Club, Braintree. 

Divisional Meetings 

September and October  2013 
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This year, as well as the excellent displays on the show benches, together 
with the observation hives, candle rolling, information table, etc. that are a 
traditional and much praised aspect of the memberships contribution to this 
annual event, we are separating honey sales from other hive products such 
as: 

           honey fudge,     honey marmalade  

 honey cakes   and  biscuits,          candles 

    beeswax blocks,  polish,  etc.    also licensed cosmetics 

These other products get overwhelmed by the honey and really do deserve 
their own space.  As well as selling them, we intend to provide some insight 
into how they are produced.  So please bring along (or send in) all those 
things you make with the various hive products so that we can show off our 
skills and further impress the public. 

All products must be securely packaged and legally labelled.  Recipes for   
cakes, fudge, biscuits to be included please to promote the uses of honey in 
cooking and to better inform the public. 

The usual commission will be charged  -  currently 15% of the sale price. 

 

 

Helpers Needed for Essex Honey Show  
 

14th & 15th September – Barleylands nr. Billericay 
 

Lots of fun!  Volunteers needed to man displays and observation 
hives, help with candle making, sell honey etc. Free entry to Show.         
Interested?  Then please email your name and which day you can 
help, to: 

 chair@ebka.org   or call  07942 815 753. 

 

Essex County Honey Show    14/15 September 

Important News 

Cover Photograph by kind permission of Clive Hill  

www.bumblebeeconservation.org  for more information of Bombus Hypnorum  

mailto:chair@ebka.org
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The National Honey Show is getting closer - the ‘gold standard’ honey 

show .  The 82nd N.H.S. will be held in Weybridge, Surrey at the end of 

October. There are almost 250 classes and beekeepers come from all 

over the world to enter so it is truly an international show.  Why not 

book a ticket now to see the best of the best.  Walking around the   

displays is an education in itself.  A full programme of workshops and 

lectures will run during the show and there will be a wide selection of 

trade stands with lots of equipment and books to buy.  

By now most of you will have extracted your honey and hopefully will 

have kept back an exhibition standard frame or two.  Have a look at 

the schedule and see what you could enter.  Don’t forget that entry 

forms must be in by 1
st
 October.  It’s also worth remembering that 

classes 54-62 (photograph, microscopy slides and essay classes)  

require you to deliver your finished entry by 9th September; so do 

check.  
 

This year, as well as the very full programme of lectures and work-

shops there is a new class for microscopy enthusiasts:  
 

 57.  One Microscope slide, 3” x 1”, subject — pollen or honey 

 bee anatomy, labelled in accordance with instructions issued by 

 entries secretary.  Exhibits will be photographed by the National 

 Honey Show for display purposes at the show.  First: prize  £10; 

 Second: £7; Third: £5. (Sponsor: Bee Craft) 
 

A new session of lectures for beginners and those new to beekeeping 

has been added to the programme on Saturday morning. 
 

The trade and educational exhibitors so far include Bee Bay,  Bees 

Abroad, BBKA,  Bees for Development,  Bee Craft,  Brunel Micro-

scopes,  JBC online, Freeman Harding,  IBRA,  London Beekeepers  

The National Honey Show 

24  -  26  October 2013 
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Association,  National Bee Unit,  Ninemaidens Mead,  Northern Bee 

Books,  Omlet,  The Quekett Microscopical Club,  BJ Sheriff,  EH 

Thorne,  The Zest Hive , and there are still more to come! 
 

Exhibitors delivering personally to the show must bring their entries on   

Wednesday 23rd October between 2.30pm and 6pm.  You hand them 

over to a steward who will stage them for you.  (See Jim McNeill’s  

article on page 6 where he kindly offers to take and bring back your 

entries). 
 

The show is at St Georges College, Woburn Hill, Weybridge, Surrey, 

KT15 2QS  (follow the A317 from junction 11 of the M25) on: 

 Thursday 24th   (9.00am – 1pm for lectures only as judging is still 

   in  progress, then the show opens 1.45pm to 6pm) 

 Friday 25th      (9.00am to 6pm) and 

 Saturday 26th  (9.00am to 4.30pm). 
 

Admission for non-members is £15 but you can become a member of 

the National Honey Show for £12 and then entry for all three days is 

free.  Accompanied children of 16 years and under are free.  You can 

join at the door or visit the website   www.honeyshow.co.uk    

FOR SALE 
 

Full working colony of bees in WBC livery with cedar finish 
2013 Queen from quiet origin.  Brood box plus 3 shallows  - all with working comb 

Floor fitted with Thorne’s Varroa monitoring screen 
 

Contact:  01245 420 622 for inspection      Single job lot £ 350.00 
Eric Fenner — Chelmsford & Harlow Divisions 

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk
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HONEY BUCKETS  

Standard white plastic   £1.75 each 

Collection only please  -  Hatfield Heath 

Telephone  01279 730 228 

Email:   davidsbees@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Honey Show Schedules are now out.  If you don't 

have one they can be downloaded from the web at 

www.honeyshow.co.uk   It's the biggest honey show in this country 

so why not give it a try  - Essex honey is the very best. 

If you intend going to some of the excellent lectures or workshops or 

just to spend your money at the trade stands you might as well have 

something to look out for on the show bench as well.  There are 

over 250 classes so one could be just right for you. 

I will take up and bring back your entries and any prizes.  EBKA 

sponsor 14 classes just for Essex members but you might as well 

enter some open classes as well.  It does not take much more time 

doing 8-10 jars as 2.  Remember to get your entry form sent in    

early, then get your entries to me by: 

Tuesday 22nd October at  

44, Ascension Road, Chase Cross, Collier Row, 

Romford    RM5 3RT       01708 765 898.  

Make sure you obtain the rules and read them, you don't want to be 

knocked out for a technicality, especially if your honey is the best. 

As the show is in October you won't be rushing about with bees, 

you will have started getting withdrawal symptoms with so much 

spare time on your hands, so give it a try.    

 

National Honey Show 

Jim McNeill  -  NHS Rep 
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Anyone who has kept bees for any length of time will have come 

across the awkward squad.  Those bees which greet you with an    

angry roar, those which refuse to leave you and follow you back down 

the garden and into the house and those colonies where, short of   

pinning the queen to the frame, one cannot dissuade from swarming  

whatever you do.  Much of the solution is in our own hands by careful 

selection of the queens we use. 

To this end the County has sponsored an eight week training course 

for queen-raising.  It has been under the excellent tutorship of Clive de 

Bruyn.  His easy style of tuition has given all of us a boost in our    

confidence and hope that eventually we will be able to improve our 

own stocks. 

Great emphasis was given to the selection of the best traits in         

desirable queens (calmness, productivity, non-swarming and health) 

and the techniques for raising them.  Clive’s manner is not to be     

prescriptive but to give guidance with plenty of room for individuals to 

experiment and “make their own mistakes”.  There was plenty of time 

for hands on practice in setting up the various hives, grafting larvae 

and interpreting the results at subsequent inspections.  Small nucs are 

very sensitive and need careful management, from topping up brood 

to thinning out in order to give optimum conditions for the successful 

hatching and subsequent mating of the new Queen.  Success with 

grafting was varied, but we will, we hope, improve with practice now 

we are back in our own apiaries.  Close to my own heart is Clive’s firm 

belief that the best stocks for an area are the local bees which have 

adapted to the local conditions. 

We learned many techniques for the establishment of rearing hives, 

mating mini-nucs and full-sized nucleus hives.  Much of this 

‘Improving Our Bees’ 
County Queen Rearing Course 

 

Peter Davidson - Dengie Hundred and Maldon Division 
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The Bee Shed 
 

Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor 

 

A Range of Frames and Foundation 

Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment 
 

Open by Appointment:     Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or  

Email:     beeshed@btinternet.com 

 

Meepshole,  Great Prestons Lane, Stock, Essex    CM4 9RL 

 knowledge will go to improve our general bee husbandry and        

hopefully we will be able to pass this experience on to other members 

of our Divisions. 

The opportunity for small-scale beekeepers to meet and talk with  

commercial beekeepers has also been an advantage with a different 

slant on the craft. 

A final thank you to Clive, who seems to be working 24/7 (even     

grafting at 4am in order to provide us with the right material at the right 

time) as well as dealing with a massive honey flow in his own hives.  

We all really appreciated it.  A really worthwhile course and I would 

recommend anyone who has the opportunity in the future to sign up 

fast.    

mailto:beeshed@btinternet.com
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The Skills Workshops planned and organised by the CEC for         

promoting good practice amongst the more experienced beekeepers 

of the County have got off to a fine start with Clive de Bruyn’s Queen 

Rearing Course in Stock.  The nature of the queen rearing cycle 

made it possible during the nine week course to achieve practically 

what is impossible in even the most expert lecture.  The delegates 

were those who were most likely to support the membership on        

acquiring the skills.  Clive clearly put much effort into preparing       

colonies, nucs, etc which enabled everyone to see a vast range of  

queen rearing possibilities and there was time for practising at home 

before the next session.  I leave it for you to read Peter Davidson’s 

article on page 7 for more details.  And thank you Clive. 

The next CEC Skills Workshop is on Microscopy, with the nationally 

regarded Master Beekeeper, Graham Royle, on the weekend of 

19th/20th  October.  And it’s now time for Divisions to be considering 

who to send on next season’s General Husbandry Workshop.  It’s a 

strange sounding BBKA qualification, but it’s really the next stage in 

practical beekeeping after the Basic Assessment.  It takes place at 

the beekeeper’s own apiary and honey room/shed/kitchen and       

requires competent demonstration of necessary beekeeping skills 

such as artificial swarming, transporting bees,     Bailey frame change, 

etc and also some basic queen rearing knowledge as well as detailed 

knowledge of diseases. The candidate has to talk through       extrac-

tion, bottling, etc showing the facilities s/he uses.  Whilst it would be a 

great advantage to the County and BBKA if delegates take the as-

sessment after the course, the most  important aspect is that the skills 

are brought back to the Divisions.  After the success of the Queen 

Rearing course, we hope the remaining workshops will be as popular 

and hopefully it will be possible to arrange more in the future.   

 

Improving the Skills of Essex Beekeepers 

Review after the County Queen Rearing Course 2013 

Jane Ridler  -  Exams/Education Secretary 
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BEE HIVES CUSTOM BUILT TO ORDER 

Complete with: 

2 X Supers with Castellated Spacers 

Queen Excluder 

Brood Body with Frame Runners and Dummy Board 

Floor with Open Mesh and Correx Sheet 

Coated with 2 Coats of Cuprinol Shades 

As Above with: 

National Steel Roof              £80.00  

or Gable Roof Green Felt   £150.00 

For more Information Contact 

Steve on: 01708 631021 or 

E.mail: steveheyward@btconnect.com 

ATTENTION  BEEKEEPERS ! 
 

LOVE BEE KEEPING BUT HATE THE HONEY MESS? 

TOO MUCH HASSLE SELLING YOUR 

PURE HONEY TO PUBLIC OR PRIVATELY? 

TOO COLD TO STAND OUTSIDE AND SELL THE HONEY? 

IF THESE ARE SOME OF YOUR THOUGHTS LOOK NO FURTHER!    WE WILL: 

TAKE ALL THE HASSLE OUT OF SELLING YOUR HONEY 

BUY ALL YOUR HONEY IN ONE TRANSACTION 

GIVE COMPETITIVE RATES 

PAYMENT UPON DELIVERY OR COLLECTION (YOUR CHOICE) 
 

 INTERESTED?  CALL US NOW ON 

07799 845 041 or honey.helpers@yahoo.com 

TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS OR JUST TO SIGN UP 

 OR FOR FURTHER  INFORMATION    REGARDS, 
 

HONEY HELPERS  -  Curtis Thompson  Epping Forest Division 

mailto:steveheyward@btconnect.com
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Looking for the Queen? 
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Drones: the male bee, it’s role in the colony and congregations were 

the themes of Clive de Bruyn’s talk at our last meeting.  He had      

covered a similar subject previously but as Clive says – he never does 

the same talk twice!  Also, it turns out he is the most frequently        

requested speaker by the division - you can’t get a better endorsement 

than that.  Clive set the scene by outlining, ‘What is a drone?’          

Basically, a male bee, no more no less – or is it?  Shakespeare made 

reference in one of his works to drones being ’lazy’ and in modern  

parlance drone is a term for automatic unmanned aircraft in use by the 

military.  Both notions, Clive strongly believes, have given the image of 

drones a bad deal over time and I feel he’s on a mission to re-educate 

us as to the worthiness of this, perhaps, less familiar bee in our       

colonies.  

He engaged the attendees by eliciting from them the many            

characteristics that differentiate a drone from their female counterparts 

such as his bulky size, more powerful wing muscles, those large eyes 

and more sensitive antennae, not to mention the lack of pollen baskets 

or sting.  From here, Clive began to build up a picture: We have a bee 

that physically doesn’t appear to contribute on a daily basis to the   

colony management but must serve some crucial function(s), other-

wise why have these distinct qualities?  I do, of course, refer to that 

prime purpose of mating (and other, hitherto unrecognised roles).  

Clive made sure we got the message – a colony invests much time 

and resource in raising drones.  They are therefore a vital part of the 

colony’s ‘modus operandi’ and serve a crucial part of the honeybees’ 

broader lifecycle within an area – getting good genetically robust 

drones to mate with good genetically robust queens – that, is the key!   

Drone Congregation Areas 

Notes of a presentation given to Southend Division on 

24
th

 July 2013 by Clive de Bruyn 

Report by Chad Colby-Blake 
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Much time is invested by beekeepers in raising queens that they find 

of good stock, but that is for nought if your prize queen mates with 

drones from a poor strain.  Raising good drones is a stage on from 

raising queens, and experience of the former helps with the latter.  

Clive also raised, and I was interested to note – amongst the many 

others I took that night - that naturalised colonies raise far more 

drones than we beekeepers allow our ‘domesticated’ colonies to raise 

and there is no harm in giving over more space to drone comb in your 

hives.  Indeed, Clive says that 10% or more of a natural colony will be 

given over to drone comb.  If your colony chooses not to raise drones, 

they won’t and will use the comb as they see fit – or modify it. 

Congregation Areas:  So, where do our handsome, Adonis-like 

drones stretch their wings and flirt with the young ladies of the Apis 

kind?  It seems that virgin queens need to feel the wind beneath them 

to be stimulated into receptiveness and our burly pursuers are quite 

gentlemanly in the ‘show ground’ that is nowadays referred to as a 

Drone Congregation Area (DCA).  Mating takes place on the wing – 

hence the physical attributes of big eyes, strong wing muscles and 

sensitive antennae.  Clive is an advocate of allowing the bees to mate 

naturally over artificial insemination – the bees have been practising 

for millions of years – as he believes, much like the DCAs, that there 

are factors influencing mating and DCAs that we humans cannot        

perceive (yet). 

It seems there is a mixed bag of knowledge out there on DCAs and 

we aren’t exactly sure on the ‘whys and wherefores’, particularly in 

the UK and the US who seem none too interested in conducting     

research.  He gave us some features which seem to be common to 

all DCAs but stresses that nothing is set in stone and there are      

factors which cause a congregation that we are completely blind to at 

present.  For example; they occur in roughly the same place year on 

year, such as a hillock or raised outcropping, but not necessarily at 

the same time of year (or day) or even at exactly the same spot.  The 

massing of a drone congregation appears to be weather dependent 

and certainly geared towards mating.  The number of drones present 



14 

will vary (but I suspect there must a good number for a key indicator 

of its presence is the audible humming).  Clive, quite logically, puts 

forward that DCAs are an evolutionary answer to ensure against       

in-breeding and speeding up the mating process.  The Drones might 

fly many miles away from their original colony (25 miles has been re-

ported) and the queen can visit a DCA to mate with many drones in 

one go.  This reduces the risk of being eaten or becoming lost as the 

queen doesn’t have to fly out several times or linger around waiting to 

happen upon a drone.  It was highlighted that not all queens are    

mated at DCAs.  It is quite possible for a queen to be mated away 

from one which is probably a good thing, as according to Colin G. 

Butler (past Head of Rothamsted Research Station and discoverer of 

‘queen substance’), Essex being flat is not known for Drone         

Congregation Areas.  Clive spoke of his own first-hand experience 

with DCAs with a research project on the Isle of Man and also of 

hearing drone congregations in locations with historical reports for 

such occurrences.  He reported that the drones appeared to ‘queue’ 

to mate with the queen (which had been tethered to a fishing line  

suspended by balloons in one experiment), in quite a civilised way.  

They are competing with each other but not in an aggressive way.  

The drones which congregate are from many colonies yet do not fight 

– as we might see if we put workers from two colonies together.     

Indeed, Clive rightly stresses that queens will fight and workers will 

fight having divided into genetic factions should the Queen be        

removed and her essence now forgotten.  Clive encourages us to do 

our own research on Drone Congregation Areas – keep an ear out! - 

and not do down a bee which is as vital to colony and honeybee   

harmony as the queen.   

First known reference to DCAs: 

‘There is a natural occurrence to be met with upon the highest part of our down on hot     
summer days, which always amuses me much, without giving me any satisfaction with     
respect to the cause of it; & that is a loud audible humming of bees in the air, tho’ not one 
insect is to be seen.  This sound is to be heard distinctly the whole common through, from the 
Moneydells, to Mr White’s avenue-gate.  Any person would suppose that a large swarm of 
bees was in motion, & playing about over his head.  This noise was heard last week on June 
28th.’                Gilbert White,   ‘A Natural History of Selborne’      July 1, 1792 
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Who’s who and how to contact them 

President of EBKA Eric Fenner 

Trustees: 
 

Chairman:      Richard Ridler,   Old Barn House,    36, Walden Road,  Sewards End,  Saffron Walden,  

  Essex. CB10 2LF.   email chair@ebka.org   tel. 01799 218 023  

Secretary:  Ms Pat Allen, 8 Frank’s Cottages, St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, Essex RM14 3NU 

 email pat.allen@btconnect.com                     tel. 01708 220 897 

Treasurer:  Bob Manning   12, Moorland Close,  Collier Row, RM5 2AB 

  email treasurer@ebka.org               tel. 01708 760 770 

Divisional Trustees: 

Braintree James Jolley mrjolley@live.co.uk 

Chelmsford Jean Smye jsmye@o2.co.uk 

Colchester Lee Bartrip l.bartrip@virgin.net 

Dengie Hundred & Maldon Roy Carter carterroy@talk21.com 

Epping Forest Ian Nichols ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk  

Harlow Mike Barke mjbarke@googlemail.com 

Romford Pádraig Floyd  psafloyd@yahoo.com  

Saffron Walden Penny Learmonth penny.learmonth@mail.adsl4less.com 

Southend Marguerita Wilson  philandritawilson@sky.com 

Divisional Contacts: 

To contact a local Division: 

Braintree:  Colleen Chamberlain   01279 876 333         Chelmsford: Jean Smye   07731 856 361 

Colchester:    Morag Chase   01206 522 576   D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes  01245 381 577  

Southend:  Martyn Davis martyndavisbees@gmail.com    Harlow: Pauline Tidmas  01279 441 941 

Romford:     Pat Allen   01708 220  897                   Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler   01799 218 023 

Epping Forest:  Robin Harman   07971 237 312  
 

Essex Beekeeper  Magazine: 

Editor:   Jean Smye,  8 Gate Street Mews, Maldon, Essex CM9 5EF 

      email: jsmye@o2.co.uk 

Advertising: Curtis Thompson  email:  advertising@ebka.org  

           tel. 07809 562 045  

Web site:   Nick Holmes    email:  webmaster@essexbeekeepers.com 

Distribution and Mailing Secretary:    Mary Heyes tel. 01702 588 009 

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA: 

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood): 

Alan Byham    alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk tel. 01306 611 016  or 07775 119 447  

All other Divisions:  Keith Morgan keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk  tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215  

The views expressed in any article are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily represent the views of the EBKA. 



16 

  


