THE
ESSEX BEEKEEPER

t

Monthly Magazine of the
Essex Beekeepers’ Association
Registered Charity number 1031419
Furthering the Craft of Beekeeping in Essex

No. 584

www.essexbeekeepers.com

August
2013

Printed by Streamset, 12 Rose Way, Purdeys Industrial Estate, Rochford, Essex SS4 1LY.

Divisional Meetings
August & September 2013
1

Thursday

August

8.00pm

3

Saturday

August

9.30am

10

Saturday

August

11.00am

13

Harlow

Romford

Handmade Beekeeping Equipment
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow CM19 5PA
‘Skep Making Day’ - with Martin Buckle.
Millennium Centre, Eastbrookend CP.

Colchester

Apiary visit – 6 Dormy House, East Road, East Mersea
Open invitation. Phone Peter on 01206 382 010 to
confirm place. Hive inspection followed by lunch in
local pub.

Tuesday

Saffron

Beginners Theory — Part 4 — Review of first season’s
experience and preparing for Winter.

August

7.30pm

Walden

17

Saturday

Saffron

August

12 noon

Walden

18

Sunday

August

3.00pm

19

Monday

August

7.30pm

21

Braintree

Richard & Jane Ridler, Thaxted Guildhall CM6 2LA.
Apiary Meeting and BBQ — Andy Sivell’s, Newport
CB11 3TZ

Apiary meeting — Coney Green,
Telephone Pat Rowland 01376 326 036 for details.

Chelmsford

‘Preparing for the Honey Show’ - Jean Smye. How to
prepare exhibits and avoid the most common faults

Wednesday

Dengie 100

Chairman’s BBQ - Oakdale, Maldon CM9 6SL

August

7.30pm

& Maldon

22

Thursday

August

7.30pm

Colchester

24

Saturday

Epping

August

2.30pm

Forest

28

Wednesday

August

7.30pm

5

Thursday

Sep

8.00pm

6

Friday

Sep

8.00pm

7

Saturday

Epping

Sep

10am

Forest

7

Saturday

Saffron

Sep

2.00pm

Walden

Southend

Harlow

Romford

Musical Evening Langham Community Centre. tbc
Winter Preparation—Wanstead Apiary.
‘Some of the different methods of managing Varroa in
the Autumn/Winter period’ - Agri-Nova. WI Hall,
Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh
Finalising Feeding, Varroa Control, Winterising
David Tyler

-

tba

Divisional Honey Show - Chingford Hall.
‘Taster Session’
for next year’s prospective
beginners. Paul Heales apiary, Saffron Walden CB10

18

Wednesday

Dengie 100

Sep

7.30pm

& Maldon

21

Saturday

Epping

Sep

All Day

Forest

26

Thursday

Sep

7.30pm

29

Sunday

Sep

3.00pm

Colchester

Braintree

The Norton, Cold Norton CM3 6JB

EBKA Annual Conference

A talk on Bumble Bees — John Taylor
Apiary Meeting - Alison & Geoff Brewer,
Felstead telephone 01371 822 043

Essex Beekeeper’s Website

essexbeekeepers.com
Our new website is live
Members’ area password is: ted hooper

Our website has been upgraded to enable access from
tablets and smartphones, to make it far easier to make
changes, to give it a facelift and to provide additional pages
such as a monthly reminder for beginners of what to do.
A great deal of very hard work and much time has been
given by Nick Holmes (Harlow) our new webmaster,
Pádraig Floyd (Romford) and Brian Spencer (Chelmsford)

Helpers Wanted for Annual Honey Show
This year the show will be on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th
September, again at Barleylands near Billericay. Success depends
on lots of helpers offering to man displays and observation hives,
help with candle making, selling honey etc. Entry is free to
volunteers. Interested? Then please email your name and which
day you can help to: chair@ebka.org
Cover Photograph:

Paul Abbott - The bees have returned (see article on page 11)

A CURIOUS SPRING
- WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?
On page 13 of the June issue I described finding a tiny collection of
bees with a young mated queen hanging outside the hive on the 28th
April.
I hived this little ‘swarm’ in a nucleus box and gave the bees some
sugar syrup in a contact feeder. A couple of days later I also gave
them a frame of young and emerging brood and a frame of pollen from
the hive I believed to be the hive of origin. By the 5th May I could see
that the queen had begun to lay again. By the 13th May she was
laying well on two frames and on three frames shortly afterwards. I
was very pleased with the success of this ‘rescue’ plan. In addition,
the mood of this little colony was very good scoring full marks on each
inspection. In truth I try to maintain only well natured colonies.
Alack! On June 1st my husband, David, spotted a white-eyed drone .
We have never had one before but know that it can happen. By the
20th June there were dozens of white-eyed drones present. A truly
nasty sight and worthy of a horror movie. There was nothing for it but
to eliminate the queen and unite the colony over a good strong stock.
The white eyed drones are now nearly all gone. This mutation is due
to a recessive gene and occurs only in drones. They behave normally
until they start to fly and are revealed as blind. The young queen was
a carrier – was she deliberately excluded by the colony in April? The
colony had a choice as the older 2012 queen, who does not appear to
have this recessive gene, was also present.
t has been an interesting experiment but it will teach me not to be so
set up in my own wisdom!

A Honeybee swarm electing for a life in the great outdoors,
rather than the security of a bait hive
Paul F Abbott: Beekeeper & Photographer
On 22nd June 2013 a swarm of honey bees (Apis mellifera) began to settle on
a hawthorn branch in my garden, within yards of my small apiary. This swarm
was not of home origin, since on inspection, all my clipped, marked queens
were present, and there were no queen cells in the brood cambers, or other
signs of swarming. The bees were hanging at approximately twenty feet from
the uneven ground, and could not be safely reached by ladder. I decided on a
strategy of “masterly inactivity”; to “wait and see” to record, and photograph
whatever happened next.
I expected the swarm’s scout bees to detect one of the four bait hives which
are fence mounted, and strategically placed at a height of seven feet on the
periphery of my apiary. These work well, and by early July 2013 have already
passively attracted, and removed five swarms of local origin from the public
domain; thus providing a community service.
However the swarm’s workers had not read the textbooks, ignored the
superior accommodation offered by my bait hives, and decided to set up
camp in situ, in the windswept, unsteady branches of the hawthorn tree. I
have made a daily photographic digital record of the colony’s progress, and include
some of these pictures with this article.
Arriving on the 22nd June; by the 25th the
clustered worker bees were secreting wax
from their four pairs of abdominal glands,
and moulding it with their mandibles into
glistening white comb. The photograph
taken on 26th June clearly shows the
structure of the finely crafted hexagonal
cells hanging as three plates of comb from the thin hawthorn tree branches.
The Bees appeared to have abandoned their nest
building project, and I
thought that they had succumbed to the luxury, and temptation of my bait

Still in residence at today’s date of 8th July, the
latest photograph shows a well formed
structure, presumably occupied with a laying
queen, eggs and unsealed brood.
The jury is still out regarding how long this
alfresco colony can sustain its outdoor
residence. No doubt the favourable warm
weather conditions of the last month have
aided their survival.
However, to survive
winter, European honeybees require protection
from the elements and a good store of food.
During this time some six thousand workers, plus queen have to eke out
an existence, as they gradually consume their winter stores, and maintain
heat levels within the cluster. This little colony of feral bees may have to
sack those scout bees who did not lead them to the secure residence of a
nearby bait hive. However, by that time it will be too late: C’est la vie!
NON c’est la mort! One summer thunderstorm may prove lethal.

The Bee Shed
Approved National Bee Supplies Stockist and Distributor

A Range of Frames and Foundation
Hives and Hive Parts, Tools and Equipment
Open by Appointment:
Email:

Please call Wendy on 07764 609 803 or
beeshed@btinternet.com

Re-queening
Beekeeping Tips no. 29
by Pollinator
Re-queening is something we should all do an annual basis if we wish
to maximise our honey crop, and reduce the tendency for our colonies
to swarm.

There are a number of options:







To let the bees do it themselves, and this they may do; and
some do not. The point I’m making is that this is not under the
beekeeper’s control; and the colony is more likely to swarm.
The beekeeper should always be in control!
Re-queen colonies when you have queen cells available from a
colony you know is a good one.
Buy in new queens from other beekeepers.
Raise you own queens, this way they are available more readily
and traits known.
Unite with a recovered swarm if the colony is already depleted in
numbers.

There are different times of the year when colonies can be
re-queened. A queen can be directly introduced to a colony in months
other than June, July and August with a reasonable chance of success
that she will be accepted. In June, July and August the only assured
method is to introduce a nucleus made up earlier with a young laying
queen. Whilst I’m talking dates here, one must bear in mind that the
season’s weather may move the boundaries. Success is best
achieved when the beekeeper can simulate existing conditions, for
example, a queen-less colony is more difficult to re-queen than a
queen-right colony. A colony where queen cells have been removed,
and it is queen-less, will not accept a new laying queen, whereas they
will probably accept a virgin. Direct re-queening is possible using a
virgin (unmated) queen if the colony is trying to swarm. That is to say,
if it has already raised some Q-cells which are unsealed. I say
unsealed because if there is a sealed Q-cell they most likely have
already swarmed.
Only bad weather will have stopped them
swarming once a Q-cell is sealed. A virgin can be ‘run-in’ over the top
of the top bars of the brood chamber - it can help if you dunk her in
sugar syrup and then the bees will accept her when they are cleaning
her. Close the hive and leave it for a week.

A colony which has laying workers is not worth considering for
re-queening; and elsewhere in Beekeeping Tips I have suggested
how to deal with such a colony.
To use a 9-days or 10-days sealed Q-cell (i.e. a ‘ripe’ cell), wedge it
between the top bars. The emerging virgin will most likely kill the old
queen. To be sure it is best to remove the old queen. However, it is
not unknown that they may co-exist for some considerable time, even
throughout winter. In early spring the old queen will disappear. You
will certainly see this if you mark your queens with colour appertaining
to the year they were born. Note that International colour codes can
be used and these are:
White
- for years ending 1 or 6
Yellow
- 2 or 7
Red
- 3 or 8
Green
- 4 or 9
Blue
- 5 or 0
(Will You Raise Good Bees)
To wedge the Q-cell between the bars it should have been removed
from the original brood frame with an area of wax on both or one side
that enables it to be wedged easily between the two top bars.
Otherwise, a matchstick may help hold it until the two frames are
closed together again.
Some beekeepers use a cell protection cage, but I have followed the
teachings of Ted Hooper and never used one. Don’t confuse these
with the introduction cages used when a laying queen is being
introduced.
A bought-in queen can cost anything from £30 upwards and I know
beekeepers that do buy in queens. I’ve always felt that this way you
are dealing with the unknown. That is to say, are they suitable to our
climate if they come from abroad or different parts of the UK? Are
they thrifty, that is to say, do they save honey to see them through a
period of dearth, after a crop like OSR (Oil Seed Rape) has finished?
How prolific are they and will they suit the size of hive you’re using?
What are their honey-getting abilities? If you raise your own queens
then you raise from bees having desirable traits. That is to say, your
best colony. Traits are:
(a) do they run around like greyhounds, thus making it difficult to find
the queen? (b) Do they fall into a ball around one corner of the frame
when carrying out an inspection? (c) Do they have a lighter coloured
queen, making it easier to spot her? (d) Do they deal with varroa
mites better than other colonies, certainly if you have several hives
you can see differences.

During the difficult months for introduction the best approach is to
introduce a nucleus hive (5 to 6 brood frames) to the main hive after it
has been rendered Q-less. It helps if the main hive is fed before the
introduction if there is no ‘flow’. Some beekeepers spray the two
colonies with light sugar syrup (Spray using the cheap water sprayers
used on greenhouse plants etc.). Remove 5 frames from the main
hive that hold the least bees - usually the outer frames. Split the
remaining 6 frames (containing the bees) into two parts and insert the
5 nuc frames in the space. Close the hive and inspect some 10 days
later to see if all is well. That is to say brood at all stages, eggs larvae
and sealed worker cells.
Direct introduction of queens is possible up to June and after August
through an introduction cage (see suppliers catalogues), after
removal of the old queen. A Butler Cage is useful (P.66 Thorne’s
catalogue - other suppliers are available), with the queen trapped
inside by a piece of newspaper held in place with an elastic band; an
old plastic hair curler will do, or anything with a mesh through which
the workers can feed the new queen until she is released. All the
attending workers that travelled with her have been released, and any
food removed. Releasing these is best done in the kitchen or sealed
room with windows; when the workers will fly to the window (Later
remove them using an empty matchbox.). The queen should not fly,
but if she does you can soon pick her off the window. Do not use the
travelling cage as the introduction cage. Put the cage in your pocket
for ten minutes or even up to an hour to keep her warm.
Within an hour or so of putting the cage between the brood frames
the bees will have torn down the paper as they get used to her
pheromones and after feeding her through the mesh sides; so
releasing her unharmed. When purchasing you can ask for the
queens to be marked and clipped. The cage should be put between
frames containing young brood and eggs. Leave for at least 4 days.

HONEY BUCKETS
Standard white plastic £1.50 each
Collection only please - Hatfield Heath
Telephone 01279 730 228

Don't Forget the County Honey Show
Jim McNeill Asst. Show Sec.
Now is the time to start planning for the 2013 County Honey Show. There is
a Class for everyone - from the long standing beekeepers to new members
who may not even have bees yet. For beginners there are 3 Novice classes.
If you have been keeping bees for less than 5 years there are 2 classes just
for you, but while you are getting honey ready for those classes you might as
well enter some other classes for the same type of honey i.e. light - medium dark or set.
Do read the Show Schedule - if you have any problems get in touch with
your Divisional show sec. or me on 01708 765 898 or e-mail
jimandliz44@aol.co.uk
For members with no honey yet this year what about a photo with a
beekeeping theme or a vase of flowers or even just a label stuck on a jar. Do
read the rules carefully. Don't forget that the more classes entered the more
chances of winning a prize.
Exhibits have to be in the marquee between 9am & 12 noon on Friday 13th
September, if you can't get them there yourself see if another member is
going and ask that they take them for you. DO SEND IN THE ENTRY FORM
EARLY with a stamped addressed envelope so as to get your exhibit labels
sent back to you. You don't use your own labels only the ones I send out to
you, except for classes 38, 39 and 44. If you enter a Gift class don't forget to
send in your own jar labels so they can be put on after the judging so we can
sell them.

We also need volunteers to help at the show to man the various stalls
and exhibits and talk to the public. Get in touch with Richard Ridler
on 01799 218 023 or at chair@ebka.org. We also need produce to
sell - you can download a sales form from the web with all the
information for selling produce which must conform to all Trading
Standards requirements.
Helpers get a free pass to the show provided they are in before
8.30am. Look forward to seeing you at the Show.
MICROSCOPE FOR SALE £95
Euromex Arnham CSL (M805)
3 Object 3 eye Base light
Ideal for Pollen & Disease ID

BEE HIVES CUSTOM BUILT TO ORDER
Complete with:
2 X Supers with Castellated Spacers
Queen Excluder
Brood Body with Frame Runners and Dummy
Board
Floor with Open Mesh and Correx Sheet
Coated with 2 Coats of Cuprinol Shades
As Above with:
National Steel Roof

£80.00

or Gable Roof Green Felt £150.00

For more Information Contact
Steve on: 01708 631021 or
E.mail: steveheyward@btconnect.com
Member of Romford Division
As seen at the Essex County Show

A Nasty Piece of Work!
by Editor
I have recently been given this terrible information about a beekeeper in our
region.
The beekeeper in question put out a quantity of hives onto a crop for
pollination. He visited his hives to carry out a routine inspection and found to
his disbelief and horror that from the first colony six middle frames had been
removed, which would have held a substantial amount of brood, along with
the queen. He visited the next and the next and ………. all told the same
story. Six frames and the queens from all the colonies removed.
What can we conclude from this? Would an ordinary member of the public
or a vandal be capable of doing such a thing, or would it be done by
someone kitted out in a bee suit who knew exactly what they were doing?

Apart from the financial issues involved, how heart-breaking for the
beekeeper who had nurtured those bees.

Bulk Purchase of Honey Jars
Forms for your 2013 order of honey jars have been sent to your

Divisional Secretaries. Orders and cheques by 14 August for
collection of jars on 29th and 30th August.

TWO HONEY EXTRACTION ITEMS FOR SALE
Stainless Steel honey extractor for sale.
10-frame radial extractor that can be adapted for tangential
spinning. Also has a wooden stand.
Made by E. H. Taylor. It has hardly been used and is in excellent
condition. Price £300 ONO.
Stainless Steel settling tank made by E.H Taylor.
Condition as new. The tank has a strainer on top and the size of the
tank is 22cm diameter and 60cm tall.
Price: £100 ONO.
Please note that buyers must collect from the Chelmsford area.
Mobile number: 077 251 66609
Email: Jan.French@ymail.com
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