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4 April 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Harlow 
Kings Church, Red Willow.  Clive De Bruyn to speak 
on ñWhat can the Hobby Beekeeper learn from      
commercial and professional beekeepers?ò 

5 April 
Friday 
8.00pm  

Romford 
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park RM2 5EL.  
óPreparing honey for showô with Jean Smye. 

13 April Saturday  Braintree 
Coach to Harper Adams College Campus in Shrop-
shire for the BBKA Spring Convention. 

15 April 
Monday 
7.30pm 

Chelmsford 
The Link, Methodist Church, Rainsford Rd. CM1 2XB 
òWhatôs in your toolbox?ò and Hints & Tips for  coping 
with the swarming season. 

18 April 
Thursday 
8.00pm  

Epping 
Forest 

Chingford Horticultural Hall, Larkshall Rd, London E4 
6NH.  How to prepare honey for show. 

21 April Sunday Braintree 
Wax Day at Elspeth Buntings barn, Silver End. 
Telephone 01376 584 166 

24 April 
Wednesday 
7.30pm  

Southend 
Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh.  
Roy CropleyðôWax cleaning & processingô 
Bring old wax and exchange for new foundation. 

25 April 
Thursday 
7.30pm  

Colchester  
Community Centre Langham. 'Different methods of 
swarm control and Snelgrove Boards.' 

27 April 
Saturday  
2.30pm   

Saffron 
Walden  

ñMaking a Living from Beekeepingôô  
 Visit to Peter Heathôs Apiary, Much Hadham  
 (our Seasonal Bee Inspector) 

28 April 
Sunday  
2.00pm  

Braintree 
Apiary meeting - John Barlow with our local bee    
inspector.  
Telephone John  01371 850 756 for details 

28 April 
Sunday 
2.30pm  

Saffron 
Walden 

óPreparing for the BBKA Basic Assessment ô  
 -  Jane Ridler and Deryck Johnson,  
at Sally Freemanôs apiary, Little Easton, CM6 2JW. 

2 May 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Harlow 
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow.  
 Keith Morgan & Peter Heath  
óBee diseases and the action to take to combat themô 

3 May 
Friday 
8.00pm 

Romford 
óExtracting Honey, Handling the Waxô    (speaker tba) 

19 May Sunday Braintree 
Essex Young Farmers Show 
 ï Marquee in the livestock area 

22 May 
Wednesday 
7.30pm 

Southend 
Pam HunterðôAttracting pollinating insects into your 
gardenô. 

26 May 
Sunday 
3.00pm 

Braintree 
Apiary meeting ï Mary and Steve Jones, Sible 
Hedingham. Telephone 01787 649 390 

May 
Tba 

Saturday 
Tba 

Romford 
Venue to be agreed 
Beginners Practical ð Frame making, Hive building. 

Divisional Meetings 
 

April and May 2013 
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Whoõs Who and how to contact them 

  

President of EBKA Eric Fenner 
 

Trustees: 
 

Chairman:      Richard Ridler,   Old Barn House,    36, Walden Road,  Sewards End,  Saffron 
  Walden, Essex. CB10 2LF.  email chair@ebka.org          tel. 01799 218 023  
Secretary:  Ms Pat Allen, 8 Frankôs Cottages, St Maryôs Lane, Upminster, Essex RM14 3NU 

 email pat.allen@btconnect.com                   tel. 01708 220 897 
Treasurer:  Bob Manning   12, Moorland Close,  Collier Row, RM5 2AB 
  email treasurer@ebka.org             tel. 01708 760 770 

Divisional Trustees: 

Braintree James Jolley deafjames@mypostoffice.co.uk 
Chelmsford Jean Smye jsmye@o2.co.uk 

Colchester Lee Bartrip l.bartrip@virgin.net 

Dengie Hundred & Maldon Roy Carter carterroy@talk21.com 

Epping Forest Ian Nichols ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk  

Harlow Mike Barke mjbarke@googlemail.com 

Romford P§draig Floyd  psafloyd@yahoo.com  

Saffron Walden Penny Learmonth penny.learmonth@mail.adsl4less.com 

Southend Marguerita Wilson   

Divisional Contacts: 

To contact a local Division: 

Braintree: Colleen Chamberlain  01279 876 333        Chelmsford: Jean Smye  07731 856 361 

Colchester:   Morag Chase  01206 522 576     D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes  01245 381 577  

Southend: Martyn Davis martyndavisbees@gmail.com   Harlow: Tom Shaw  01279 730 379 

Romford:    Pat Allen  01708 220  897                  Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler  01799 218 023 

Epping Forest: Robin Harman  07971 237 312  
 

Essex Beekeeper  Magazine: 
 

Editor:   Jean Smye,  8 Gate Street Mews, Maldon, Essex CM9 5EF 

      email: jsmye@o2.co.uk 

Advertising: Curtis Thompson email:  advertising@ebka.org  
           tel. 07809 562 045  
 

Web site:  Stuart Youngs    email:  webmaster@ebka.org 
 

Distribution and Mailing Secretary:    Mary Heyes tel. 01702 588 009 

 

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA: 
 

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood): 

Alan Byham   alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk tel. 01306 611 016  or 07775 119 447  

All other Divisions: 

Keith Morgan keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk  tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215  

The views expressed in any article are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily represent the views of the EBKA. 
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10 Overwintered colonies for sale. 
Sound, productive stocks on National frames which 

I will transfer to your empty hives in April. 
 

Ã95 each 
Ring 0788 5257108  anytime 

 

MICROSCOPE FOR SALE  Ã95 
Euromex Arnham CSL (M805) 
3 Object   3 eye   Base light 
Ideal for Pollen & Disease ID 
includes accessories & cabinet 

 

Alsoéé 
 

                              EVA CRANE BOOK  Ã75 
      HONEYñA COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY 

   HARD COVER and DUST SHEET 
 HEINEMANN 1975  

   Autographed by well known 
beekeepers including Ted Hooper MBE 

 

JIM GRIFFITHS:   01277 363 590  
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Cover Photograph:  This pseudo scorpion was spotted by a beginner using a      

magnifier when looking at a floor insert this time last year.   CSL say that it is not  unusual for 

bee inspectors to find these in colonies.   Use your search engine to find out more. 

 

ESSEX BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
 

Present a 
 

BEE HEALTH & DISEASE RECOGNITION DAY 
 

for all beekeepers. 
 

Come and meet the Bee Inspectors and benefit from their expertise at 
 

CRESSING TEMPLE BARNS  
Witham Road, Cressing, Nr Braintree Essex CM77 8PD 

 

Monday 10th June 2013 - 10.00am to 4.00pm 
reception 9.30 am  

 

This relaxed and friendly day will include a mixture of workshops, apiary hygiene, 
Varroa, live Disease Comb Recognition, and a practical session in the  

apiary observing how inspectors check for disease. 
 

Important - You will need to bring clean protective  
clothing for beekeeping 

 

Tea and coffee provided  
You can bring a packed lunch or 

purchase food on site at the restaurant 
 

Pre Booking of places is Essential as limited numbers available 
 

Contact;       Jim McNeill on 01708 765 898   or 
 

jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 

Advertisement   

HONEY BUCKETS  
standard white plastic  £1.50 each   

Collection only please.  

Hatfield Heath  
Telephone 01279 730 228   

E Mail:    davidsbees @hotmail.co.uk  
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Apis through the looking Glass 
 

Notes on a talk by Graham Royle at the AGM 
 

by Penny Learmonth 

 

The EBKA AGM for 2013 was followed by a remarkable lecture from 

Graham Royle NDB from Cheshire.  Graham has thoroughly          

examined the anatomy of the honeybee and the evolutionary changes 

that have allowed it to fill the niche it holds in nature.  The talk was 

illustrated throughout by beautiful and detailed photographs taken 

through the lens of the microscope.  These photos are gathered     

together in a book by the same name (available on the Internet).  

At the EBKA AGM thanks were given to Howard Gilbert for his work 
and commitment in his role as editor.  I would like to add my personal 
thanks to Howard for the help he has given me with the handover of 
the role. 
 
I will be making some minor changes, the first being the move to the 

inside back cover for the CONTACT LIST.  The thinking behind this is 

to use page three for articles that might need you to take action  ð 

also for seasonal articles, if there is room.  This month page 3 has the 

advertisement for the Bee Health Day.  The seasonal article on page 

6 by Pollinator is also one that needs consideration. 

Penny Learmonth has kindly produced an article on the AGM speaker 

Grayham Royle,  óApis through the looking Glassô.  My thanks to all       

contributors.  The May óBeekeeperô will contain the minutes of the 

AGM. 

Editorial 
 

Jean Smye 

13 

 

Last month an expert committee of the European Union (EU) voted on 

a proposed two-year ban on some uses of, clothianidin, thiamethoxam 

and imidacloprid mainly on flowering crops.  But there are umpteen 

side issues, for example; How much gets into the groundwater from 

cereals to infuse into flowering crops?  How long does it last in the 

ground?  What happens to wild birds who eat the coated seeds?  Will 

the target insect's becoming immune, so needing a higher dose?  It 

appears that none of these issues have been addressed.   

Of course, my losses may be just because I'm a bad beekeeper, but 

the evidence as I see it points to the fact that the chemicals are very 

much to blame.  Okay, I may have nosema of one sort or another but 

I'm not allowed to treat it with my usual chemicals, and some of the 

bees don't chew up the varroa as much as they might.  Unfortunately 

there is no point in blaming the Farmer or the chemical manufacturers, 

or the Government, because I can't prove anything, and neither can 

they.  The fact is the manufacturers and farmers have a vested       

interest in using these chemicals, and all we can do is to fight back 

and try and make the point that there has to be some control and   

planning in the use of these chemicals; especially on flowering crops. 

�$�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���%�H�H�N�H�H�S�H�U�V 
Love beekeeping but hate the honey mess? 

Too much hassle selling your pure honey to the public or privately? 
Too cold to stand outside and sell your honey? 

If these are some of your thoughtsðlook no further 
 

Honey Helpers will 
Take ALL the hassle out of selling your honey 
Buy all your honey in one transaction 

Give competitive rates 
Payment upon delivery or collection (your choice) 

 
Interested? 

Call us NOW on 
07809 562045 or email -   honey.helpers@yahoo.com 
To discuss your requirements or for further information.  

You may also sign up for future information. 
Regards 

Honey Helpers 


