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4 April 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Harlow 
Kings Church, Red Willow.  Clive De Bruyn to speak 
on “What can the Hobby Beekeeper learn from      
commercial and professional beekeepers?” 

5 April 
Friday 
8.00pm  

Romford 
Chadwick Hall, Main Road, Gidea Park RM2 5EL.  
‘Preparing honey for show’ with Jean Smye. 

13 April Saturday  Braintree 
Coach to Harper Adams College Campus in Shrop-
shire for the BBKA Spring Convention. 

15 April 
Monday 
7.30pm 

Chelmsford 
The Link, Methodist Church, Rainsford Rd. CM1 2XB 
”What’s in your toolbox?” and Hints & Tips for  coping 
with the swarming season. 

18 April 
Thursday 
8.00pm  

Epping 
Forest 

Chingford Horticultural Hall, Larkshall Rd, London E4 
6NH.  How to prepare honey for show. 

21 April Sunday Braintree 
Wax Day at Elspeth Buntings barn, Silver End. 
Telephone 01376 584 166 

24 April 
Wednesday 
7.30pm  

Southend 
Women's Institute Hall, Bellingham Lane, Rayleigh.  
Roy Cropley—’Wax cleaning & processing’ 
Bring old wax and exchange for new foundation. 

25 April 
Thursday 
7.30pm  

Colchester  
Community Centre Langham. 'Different methods of 
swarm control and Snelgrove Boards.' 

27 April 
Saturday  
2.30pm   

Saffron 
Walden  

“Making a Living from Beekeeping’’  
 Visit to Peter Heath’s Apiary, Much Hadham  
 (our Seasonal Bee Inspector) 

28 April 
Sunday  
2.00pm  

Braintree 
Apiary meeting - John Barlow with our local bee    
inspector.  
Telephone John  01371 850 756 for details 

28 April 
Sunday 
2.30pm  

Saffron 
Walden 

‘Preparing for the BBKA Basic Assessment ’  
 -  Jane Ridler and Deryck Johnson,  
at Sally Freeman’s apiary, Little Easton, CM6 2JW. 

2 May 
Thursday 
7.30pm 

Harlow 
Kings Church, Red Willow, Harlow.  
 Keith Morgan & Peter Heath  
‘Bee diseases and the action to take to combat them’ 

3 May 
Friday 
8.00pm 

Romford 
‘Extracting Honey, Handling the Wax’    (speaker tba) 

19 May Sunday Braintree 
Essex Young Farmers Show 
 – Marquee in the livestock area 

22 May 
Wednesday 
7.30pm 

Southend 
Pam Hunter—’Attracting pollinating insects into your 
garden’. 

26 May 
Sunday 
3.00pm 

Braintree 
Apiary meeting – Mary and Steve Jones, Sible 
Hedingham. Telephone 01787 649 390 

May 
Tba 

Saturday 
Tba 

Romford 
Venue to be agreed 
Beginners Practical — Frame making, Hive building. 

Divisional Meetings 
 

April and May 2013 
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Who’s Who and how to contact them 

  

President of EBKA Eric Fenner 
 

Trustees: 
 

Chairman:      Richard Ridler,   Old Barn House,    36, Walden Road,  Sewards End,  Saffron 
  Walden, Essex. CB10 2LF.  email chair@ebka.org          tel. 01799 218 023  
Secretary:  Ms Pat Allen, 8 Frank’s Cottages, St Mary’s Lane, Upminster, Essex RM14 3NU 

 email pat.allen@btconnect.com                   tel. 01708 220 897 
Treasurer:  Bob Manning   12, Moorland Close,  Collier Row, RM5 2AB 
  email treasurer@ebka.org             tel. 01708 760 770 

Divisional Trustees: 

Braintree James Jolley deafjames@mypostoffice.co.uk 
Chelmsford Jean Smye jsmye@o2.co.uk 

Colchester Lee Bartrip l.bartrip@virgin.net 

Dengie Hundred & Maldon Roy Carter carterroy@talk21.com 

Epping Forest Ian Nichols ian@iannichols.demon.co.uk  

Harlow Mike Barke mjbarke@googlemail.com 

Romford Pádraig Floyd  psafloyd@yahoo.com  

Saffron Walden Penny Learmonth penny.learmonth@mail.adsl4less.com 

Southend Marguerita Wilson   

Divisional Contacts: 

To contact a local Division: 

Braintree: Colleen Chamberlain  01279 876 333        Chelmsford: Jean Smye  07731 856 361 

Colchester:   Morag Chase  01206 522 576     D.H. & Maldon: Carlie Mayes  01245 381 577  

Southend: Martyn Davis martyndavisbees@gmail.com   Harlow: Tom Shaw  01279 730 379 

Romford:    Pat Allen  01708 220  897                  Saffron Walden: Jane Ridler  01799 218 023 

Epping Forest: Robin Harman  07971 237 312  
 

Essex Beekeeper  Magazine: 
 

Editor:   Jean Smye,  8 Gate Street Mews, Maldon, Essex CM9 5EF 

      email: jsmye@o2.co.uk 

Advertising: Curtis Thompson email:  advertising@ebka.org  
           tel. 07809 562 045  
 

Web site:  Stuart Youngs    email:  webmaster@ebka.org 
 

Distribution and Mailing Secretary:    Mary Heyes tel. 01702 588 009 

 

Regional Bee Inspectors for EBKA: 
 

Epping Forest and Romford Divisions (excluding Brentwood): 

Alan Byham   alan.byham@fera.gsi.gov.uk tel. 01306 611 016  or 07775 119 447  

All other Divisions: 

Keith Morgan keith.morgan@fera.gsi.gov.uk  tel. 01485 520 838 or 07919 004 215  

The views expressed in any article are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily represent the views of the EBKA. 



14 

10 Overwintered colonies for sale. 
Sound, productive stocks on National frames which 

I will transfer to your empty hives in April. 
 

£95 each 
Ring 0788 5257108  anytime 

 

MICROSCOPE FOR SALE  £95 
Euromex Arnham CSL (M805) 
3 Object   3 eye   Base light 
Ideal for Pollen & Disease ID 
includes accessories & cabinet 

 

Also…… 
 

                              EVA CRANE BOOK  £75 
      HONEY—A COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY 

   HARD COVER and DUST SHEET 
 HEINEMANN 1975  

   Autographed by well known 
beekeepers including Ted Hooper MBE 

 

JIM GRIFFITHS:   01277 363 590  
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Cover Photograph:  This pseudo scorpion was spotted by a beginner using a      

magnifier when looking at a floor insert this time last year.   CSL say that it is not  unusual for 

bee inspectors to find these in colonies.   Use your search engine to find out more. 

 

ESSEX BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
 

Present a 
 

BEE HEALTH & DISEASE RECOGNITION DAY 
 

for all beekeepers. 
 

Come and meet the Bee Inspectors and benefit from their expertise at 
 

CRESSING TEMPLE BARNS  
Witham Road, Cressing, Nr Braintree Essex CM77 8PD 

 

Monday 10th June 2013 - 10.00am to 4.00pm 
reception 9.30 am  

 

This relaxed and friendly day will include a mixture of workshops, apiary hygiene, 
Varroa, live Disease Comb Recognition, and a practical session in the  

apiary observing how inspectors check for disease. 
 

Important - You will need to bring clean protective  
clothing for beekeeping 

 

Tea and coffee provided  
You can bring a packed lunch or 

purchase food on site at the restaurant 
 

Pre Booking of places is Essential as limited numbers available 
 

Contact;       Jim McNeill on 01708 765 898   or 
 

jimandliz44@aol.co.uk 

Advertisement   

HONEY BUCKETS  
standard white plastic  £1.50 each   

Collection only please.  

Hatfield Heath  
Telephone 01279 730 228   

E Mail:    davidsbees @hotmail.co.uk  
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Apis through the looking Glass 
 

Notes on a talk by Graham Royle at the AGM 
 

by Penny Learmonth 

 

The EBKA AGM for 2013 was followed by a remarkable lecture from 

Graham Royle NDB from Cheshire.  Graham has thoroughly          

examined the anatomy of the honeybee and the evolutionary changes 

that have allowed it to fill the niche it holds in nature.  The talk was 

illustrated throughout by beautiful and detailed photographs taken 

through the lens of the microscope.  These photos are gathered     

together in a book by the same name (available on the Internet).  

At the EBKA AGM thanks were given to Howard Gilbert for his work 
and commitment in his role as editor.  I would like to add my personal 
thanks to Howard for the help he has given me with the handover of 
the role. 
 
I will be making some minor changes, the first being the move to the 

inside back cover for the CONTACT LIST.  The thinking behind this is 

to use page three for articles that might need you to take action  — 

also for seasonal articles, if there is room.  This month page 3 has the 

advertisement for the Bee Health Day.  The seasonal article on page 

6 by Pollinator is also one that needs consideration. 

Penny Learmonth has kindly produced an article on the AGM speaker 

Grayham Royle,  ‘Apis through the looking Glass’.  My thanks to all       

contributors.  The May ‘Beekeeper’ will contain the minutes of the 

AGM. 

Editorial 
 

Jean Smye 
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Last month an expert committee of the European Union (EU) voted on 

a proposed two-year ban on some uses of, clothianidin, thiamethoxam 

and imidacloprid mainly on flowering crops.  But there are umpteen 

side issues, for example; How much gets into the groundwater from 

cereals to infuse into flowering crops?  How long does it last in the 

ground?  What happens to wild birds who eat the coated seeds?  Will 

the target insect's becoming immune, so needing a higher dose?  It 

appears that none of these issues have been addressed.   

Of course, my losses may be just because I'm a bad beekeeper, but 

the evidence as I see it points to the fact that the chemicals are very 

much to blame.  Okay, I may have nosema of one sort or another but 

I'm not allowed to treat it with my usual chemicals, and some of the 

bees don't chew up the varroa as much as they might.  Unfortunately 

there is no point in blaming the Farmer or the chemical manufacturers, 

or the Government, because I can't prove anything, and neither can 

they.  The fact is the manufacturers and farmers have a vested       

interest in using these chemicals, and all we can do is to fight back 

and try and make the point that there has to be some control and   

planning in the use of these chemicals; especially on flowering crops. 

Attention Beekeepers 
Love beekeeping but hate the honey mess? 

Too much hassle selling your pure honey to the public or privately? 
Too cold to stand outside and sell your honey? 

If these are some of your thoughts—look no further 
 

Honey Helpers will 
Take ALL the hassle out of selling your honey 

Buy all your honey in one transaction 
Give competitive rates 

Payment upon delivery or collection (your choice) 
 

Interested? 
Call us NOW on 

07809 562045 or email -   honey.helpers@yahoo.com 
To discuss your requirements or for further information.  

You may also sign up for future information. 
Regards 

Honey Helpers 

mailto:honey.helpers@yahoo.com
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Are Our Bees Being Poisoned? 
 

Richard Alabone 

I lost four Colonies in the autumn and now have four more that     
probably will not survive.  These bees are in a farm apiary, but I have  
another apiary several miles away where 14 Colonies are virtually as 
strong as they were last summer.  So what's going on? 
 

Someone, who had suffered the same way, suggested neonicotinoids. 
So I went on the Internet and did some research.  There has been an 
enormous amount of waffle regarding colony collapse disorder [CCD] 
and neonicotinoids, most of which appears to have been put out by the 
manufacturers, saying that tests have shown that the effect on bees is 
minimal.  
 

In America where they started using this stuff first, and in large doses, 
the effect was very dramatic, where perhaps 50 per cent of the bees 
just disappeared.  This of course is one of the problems, because no 
dead bees are found around the hives; they just disappear because 
their nervous system is affected and they can't find their way home.  
As well as affecting the bee's immune system, making them more  
susceptible to disease, like nosema and viruses, which is well        
documented, they now seem to be much more affected by varroa and 
oxalic acid from my experience. 
 

The problem is that bees are affected by sub lethal doses of this     
systemic insecticide.  The manufacturers, who sell about £2 billion 
worth of this stuff each year, say that the safe level is between 15 and 
100 parts per billion.  On the other hand, research carried out at    
Boulogne University told a very different story.  They found that as little 
as six parts per billion could impair the foraging behaviour of bees, in 
other words, they did not find their way home. 
 

The situation has been made unnecessarily complicated by the     
manufacturers, there being about six different trade names and much 
confusing advice.  It was realized long ago that the worst situation for 
bees is when they collect pollen from flowering crops that have been 
treated, for example oilseed rape and sunflowers.  But my problem 
was that the bees were in a field of about 50 acres of potatoes, which 
is a crop that seems to have been missed by the people advising on 
the use of these chemicals, even though there is plenty of information 
on the Internet regarding the problems of using neonicotinoids on   
potatoes. 
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Graham pointed out that, as beekeepers, we spend most of our time 

studying and assessing the colony as a whole.  We rarely consider the 

minutiae of the individual bees and appreciate the curious differences 

between them.  

 

The drone, for example, has an extra   segment to its antennae.  Why?  

The antennae are largely scent    organs and the drones need an even 

more acute and accurate sense of smell to locate a young queen on a 

mating flight.  Likewise the drones’ large eyes are to help in finding the 

queen.  
 

We were shown how the front leg of the bee has a notched joint into 

which the antenna fits.  A second articulation, the fibula, closes around 

the antenna which then receives a rapid clean as it is slipped through 

the aperture.  Departing bees will clean their antennae before flying so 

that the scent organ is cleared of hive debris.  This is a remarkable 

evolutionary refinement. 

 

Within the thorax, Graham had dissected out the muscles which     

control the wing movements.  Contraction of vertical muscles on the    

thorax cause the wings to rise while those which run fore and aft 

cause the wings to descend.  Alternate contractions produce flight. 

 

Moving down the bee to the abdomen we were able to see and     

compare the reproductive organs in the queen and the workers.  The 

ovaries in the queen occupy a great deal of space within the abdomen 

while those of the worker were small thin threads.  The honey crop 

occupies a large space in the abdomen of a summer foraging bee and 

the rectum is small.  In a winter bee the opposite is the case – the   

honey crop is small while the rectum expands to accommodate bees 

which are confined to the hive.  The structures of the sting were seen  
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At the beginning of April the winter losses will have become apparent 

from the earlier inspections when the day temperature was at 10°C or 

above, or when hefting the hives to assess the weight.  The causes of 

winter losses could be starvation through lack of feeding sufficient  

sugar syrup in early September or due to granulation of honey left 

from the summer or autumn flows.  Ivy honey, in particular, granulates 

and if the winter has long cold spells the bees cannot fly to get water 

to break it down.  Long cold spells can also make stores inaccessible if 

the cluster has worked it way upward as it consumes food.  Starvation 

will be clearly indicated by finding dead bees with their heads in the 

cells. 

 

Some beekeepers feed their colonies in the spring by removing the 

crownboard and using fondant or contact feeders filled with weak    

syrup (half the strength of the autumn feed, one pound (400g) to a 

pint (280ml) of water; but I would do this only as an emergency when 

they are seen to be very short of stores.  The danger of sugar or     

Beekeeping Tips no. 25 
 

Winter Losses and Spring Cleaning 
 

By Pollinator 

to be complex  with  the  muscles  of  the  barb operating alternately to 

drive it in while squeezing the poison sac. 

Graham ended by saying that one bee could keep him busy for hours 

– the care and dexterity he uses to prepare his specimens is rewarded 

by these fascinating insights. 

It was an intriguing and informative lecture which received much     

appreciative applause.  
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The exam itself would be available for those who want it.  At this level 
of training we need to pool our resources in the County. 
 
At the local level – is it time to consider the newer beekeepers taking 
on running the Beginners’ Courses?  They are enthusiastic and have a 
learnt a great deal in five or so years.  This will release the most      
experienced to run courses for improvers etc.  For instance, running a 
full course for preparation for the Basic Assessment?  Some Divisions 
are already doing this to a greater or lesser extent.  Attendance on the 
course should be about the learning of the skills, but those who wish to 
take the assessment (and 99% of people taking BA pass) should be 
encouraged.  Perhaps self assessment is another way forward?      
Anyway, ask around your Division –  
 ‘Would you like to attend an improvers’ course?  ‘Yes!’    
 ‘Would you like to take the exam?’     ‘ Well, er...’  
 

Or perhaps the Basic Assessment should be viewed as the ‘driving 
test’ for beekeepers?  Apparently, some allotment associations are 
now demanding this certificate if hives are to be kept at their            
allotments.  Which brings us to the next problem - only 6 people in  
Essex, during the last few years, have passed the General Husbandry.  
So, if acquiring the Basic Certificate is to become the norm, we need 
more people qualified to assess it, which is of course, the General 
Husbandry Certificate! 
 

For me and those of a similar masochistic outlook, taking exams is fun 
– but the syllabuses for the Basic Assessment, the 7 Modules,      
General Husbandry, Advanced Husbandry and Microscopy should all 
be being used to further everyone’s skills, with or without the tests.  
And perhaps the BBKA could be looking at reviewing the syllabuses 
and the tests, for use in the 21st century? 
 
 
If you want to know more detail about the BBKA’s exams and          
assessments, please have a look at my past articles in the Essex          
Beekeeper: 

 Dec 2010 (Modules),           Jan 2011 (Basic Assessment)  
 and Feb 2011  (General Husbandry). 

 
   Or look at the BBKA website   
 

    www.bbka.org.uk  ‘learn about  bees’ 
 

http://www.bbka.org.uk
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Well, not even education really as it implies being ‘taught’ and         
organised.   
 

What I actually mean is that all beekeepers should continue, through-
out their beekeeping life, to learn their craft through whatever means 
suits them best.  Some like to read and take exams, some like to    
experiment formally and some like to learn as they work with their 
bees.  The important issue is that the beginner becomes a novice, 
then a competent beekeeper, followed by ‘improver’ and eventually an 
expert, and all with the support of both EBKA and their local Division. 
 

I attended the BBKA East Anglian Conference for Education             
Co-ordinators in February, which was largely led by the delegates        
ourselves and all agreed a review of the system is called for.   I think    
Essex has to an extent fallen into the same trap as many other BKA’s 
(although, as I shall argue, we’re doing well, relatively!).  The huge  
influx of complete beginners in the last five years has led all Divisions 
to devote much time and effort to inducting these individuals into the 
basics of beekeeping.  The teaching has fallen to the few ‘experts’ in 
the Divisions who have had time for little else – beginners’ courses 
having 40+ students in some cases.  The BBKA report that, as was 
always standing courses for beginners in different ways, to suit each 
Division – theory classes, apiary sessions, second year follow up 
courses, pairing, mentors and buddies and of course ongoing      
meetings designed to educate everyone. 
 

Looking to the future, in Essex, we have already started to make    
provision to train some of our more experienced members in           
sophisticated aspects of beekeeping in our upcoming Skills          
Workshops.  We need to be providing a range courses at County level 
so that more people are able to learn further and conveniently for 
them.  If we could get more people to take on the learning for the  
Modules (especially Modules 1, 2 and 3, which are important for in 
depth understanding) then more thorough courses could be organised 
than the self help groups which we currently employ.  But perhaps it’s 
the other way round?  More courses would generate more interest?  

 

Exams and Assessments?  No!  
 

Education, Education, Education! 
 

Jane Ridler  -  EBKA Exams Secretary 
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fondant feeding is that it may get into the later honey crop; and it also 

causes the bees to use lots of energy converting the feed when the 

energy is better used in keeping the brood temperature correct.  The 

best emergency treatment is to use frames of honey taken from other 

colonies that have a surplus - scratching the sealed surface of such 

frames encourages/assists the bees to use it.  Such frames should be 

placed adjacent to the brood nest.  Do not split the brood by inserting 

food frames between brood frames. 

 

The other thing that is best done at this time of year is to clear the 

wooden floors of dead bees and debris - if you use open mesh floors 

then this is less of a problem.  However, it is my experience that 

wooden floors are better for the bees as better ventilation is possible 

with a small entrance (see earlier Bee Tips).  Scorch the floors with a 

blowtorch to the point where it just commences to blacken.  This     

removes moth eggs and pests in the crevices and most disease 

spores. The usual technique is to exchange the floor with one already 

scorched, and then scorch the removed floor to use on the next hive. 

Old frames of comb, in the brood chamber, which should have been 

positioned near the sides of the brood box last season, should now be 

removed and replaced with drawn frames.  If you don’t have the latter 

then use an end board and later in the season use a frame of       

foundation next to the brood cluster to get it drawn during a flow. 

 

If woodpeckers and/or blue tits have damaged brood boxes they 

should be exchanged.  Woodwork repairs can then be done at one’s 

leisure.  Ensure these boxes have been scorched. 

 

Boxes from starved colonies should be sterilised using acetic acid - 

more about that some other time.  
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Our Association has again had a successful year although the honey 
crop was awful, being nationally on average only 30% of recent years 
due to the appalling weather conditions.  Our financial position is 
strong and we are able to make investments to further the               
Association’s aims.  We have many new and enthusiastic volunteers 
on the various committees on which we depend and some very       
welcome new and younger trustees. 
 

Public and media interest in beekeeping shows signs of having 
peaked and our forecast for new members in 2013 is reduced.  Our 
association has a very different demographic to five years ago when 
we were mostly older longer standing members.  We are now mostly 
those younger newer members who have joined in those last five 
years.  
 

The membership boom of the last five years has meant that our      
resources have been focussed on training new members but now we 
recognise that as those members mature as beekeepers they need 
further education.  To that end we have put in place a programme to 
further the skills of our most experienced beekeepers in order that they 
will be able to continue to educate and train our cohort of newer     
beekeepers beyond the basic level. 
 

Our annual conference was again a great success with some 150 
members attending and competition at our annul honey show was as 
fierce as ever.  Many of our members continue to spend time          
educating the public about honey bees through talks to schools and 
other groups Other groups and by attending various public events.  
We enter our 133rd year in perhaps our strongest ever position. 

Chairman’s Report 
 

Richard Ridler    Chair EBKA CEC & Trustee 
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The season of 2012 was terrible for our bees, they were not able to 
devote enough time to foraging for nectar or pollen and the colonies 
suffered as a result.  The bees were also not able to clean the cells as 
well as they might during a better season.  The knock on effect of that 
has been that over the winter when the bees are in a nice warm    
cluster various ‘nasties’ have had time to build up. 
 
This photograph shows that bees in this colony have considerably 
dwindled, there are one 
or two frames in this  
condition and the queen 
is present with a little 
brood. (I am told she 
was on another frame). 
 
I think I might want to 
test for nosema as a 
possible cause.  (I    
suspect that might not 
be the full story though).   
 
For more information on 
nosema see ‘beebase’. 
 

The Summer of 2012 
 

Jean Smye 


