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The speaker at the divisions meeting held on the 9th May was Becky Gibson and the topic 
presented was the “Ingrebourne Vally Project”. Becky is the Development Manager at the 
recently completed visitor centre at Hornchurch Country Park. The visitor centre was 
opened in October 2015 by Iolo Williams from BBC’s Autumn Watch and is managed in 
partnership with Havering Council, giving views over the River Ingrebourne’s reed beds 
and marshland.  

Hornchurch Country Park is the former site of Sutton’s Farm airfield, from which biplanes 
of the Royal Flying Corps took off to defend London in World War One. The airfield later 
became RAF Hornchurch. Fighter squadrons from Hornchurch were prominent in the 
Battle of Britain and the Battle of France and it became the most renowned Spitfire station 
in Fighter Command. Various artefacts and relics of the site’s RAF history, such as pill 
boxes, Tett turrets and a Spitfire dispersal point are still visible within the park. The park 
is owned and managed by Havering Council and comprises of 97 hectares of green open 
space, of great wildlife importance and hugely valued by the local community, who use it 
for walking, running, cycling, dog walking, playing, family visits and much more. 

The Ingrebourne Valley, in which the Hornchurch Country Park sits, comprises of 261 
hectares of interconnecting habitats, including river, open water, marsh, grassland, reed 
bed, ancient and secondary woodland, scrub and hedgerows and is home to London’s 
largest remaining continuous freshwater reed bed, designated as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and a Local Nature Reserve. The site is not only unique but 
incredibly important for the 61 species of birds that regularly breed in the area, including 
Redshank, Lapwing and Pochard, in addition to 16 nationally scarce beetle species, 
dragonflies, crickets and other insects. The Ingrebourne Valley is a true haven for wildlife. 
Visitors may also get the chance to enjoy the wonderful but all-too-rare ‘plop’ as a Water 
Vole enters the water or the flash of blue as a Kingfisher dashes downstream. 

The visitor centre is a gateway to the Ingrebourne Valley, promoting the excellent network 
of footpaths, cycle-paths and bridle-paths and providing panoramic views over valley and 
its wildlife. 

The centre has a whole programme of events which are open to the public. For more 
details of these and information on the park and the ingrebourne valley you can visit the 
Essex Wildlife Trust website at    http://www.essexwt.org.uk 
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The Romford divisions meeting on the evening of the 6th July was held at the divisions 
Teaching Apiary at Thames Chase Forest Centre in Upminster. It was a warm and pleasant 
evening and the event was very well attended by many of our members, all sporting bee 
suits in a variety of colours. 

Pat Allen and Jim McNeill demonstrated a number of procedures including making up a 
nuc, queen introduction and others. It was great opportunity for bee keeps of all levels to 
watch the demonstrations, share ideas and ask questions about some practical aspects of 
bee keeping. We were also reminded that bee keeping doesn't always go to plan with a 
missing queen and another that almost got away ! 

We finished the evening with squash & biscuits and all who attended agreed that this was 
a very pleasant and beneficial change to the divisions regular meeting format. 
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